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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us continue to look at the critical need for us to be able to move correctly with God and to allow Him to build our concepts and principles correctly.  It is important to know God must do the building, not us. Now God does not build the way we do.  Oh no, God begins to build by first tearing down.  God tears down everything in us not of him.  Everything that is not built on him is put down and placed in the captivity of Christ Jesus.  Now we MUST allow God to do this in our lives, God will not force us into obedience. I wish He would, but He does not.  He desires we wilfully submit to His direction and correction in our lives.   


Last month we began to look at the critical need for Godly communion.  Everything we get from God begins with a communion with God.  Please do not confuse communication with communion or a time of fellowship (communing) eating dinner together.  Many Churches today have fellowship dinners or a prayer breakfast hoping to build a unity between them and mistakenly call this communion.  Even time spent around the Lord’s table, taking communion is not real communion unless you have touched the Spirit of God and He has touched your spirit. Communication is talking both verbal and non-verbal, praying, beseeching (asking, some call it begging), but true Godly communion is absent of words, intentions, desires, and is of the Spirit of God.  Real Godly communion is always birthed out of a desire for closeness, to be held, and a longing for oneness (unity) and love.  It is from a position of great weakness where our flaws and infirmities are exposed.  The direction of real Godly communion always starts down and moves upward.  It is always from man to God and if God desires (which He does) to commune with man He will. Does not God have the right not to commune with us?  Not to even communicate with us? For us to be able to truly understand communion we must start with God’s sovereignty. Communion with God and God’s sovereignty walk hand-n-hand.  Many Christians today do not have  communion with God because they have failed to address their relationship with Him.  There is much more by way of relationship with God then Him forgiving our sin.  Oh their sins are forgiven and if they would die they might (God’s choice not really ours) go to heaven, but there is no real relationship where there are thoughts of the heart  exchanged, where there is a flow of security, wellness, and wholesomeness expressed back, by the Holy Spirit, to us from the Father.  How shallow we can be when we think of our self first in our relationship with God.  Oh no my friend, it is us who NEEDS to make contact with God not for what He can do for us, but to just receive from Him whatsoever He has for us today.  It is like the communion the birds, grass, and flowers have with God.  The birds do not ask God for more worms to eat.  The grass and the trees do not ask for more water or to be planted in another field. They are content and satisfied with whatsoever God brings their way. And out from this correct relationship they are nourished can grow, develop, and flourish coming to a maturity and completion as God has created them.  So to in our life this correct communion must be operating to bring us to the end and purpose God has created us to become.                
As I travel around the world I often share of the importance of communion with God.  We seem to most often focus on other things thinking they are more important; God’s plan for our lives, His will for our lives, and one lately that seems to get a lot of air-time on TV our destiny in God, but remember everything we get from God comes out from our communion with Him.  If we have quality communion with the Father we will have a spiritual understanding and a knowing that will transcend our human logic and fragilities.  Many will ask me to explain how I have communion with the Father, so I tell them every morning I get up out of bed, go down stairs, and prop my feet up on a pillow on our coffee table.  Then I do nothing.  I try not to do anything, but focus my thoughts and spirit toward God.  There is no praying, reading of the Bible just silence.  I strive to silence my inward being. There is a place of silence in God that brings us to nothingness.  A place where we have nothing to say.  There are three types of silence:  a silence of words, a silence of desires, and a silence of thoughts.  The first is perfect.  The second is even more perfect and the third is the most perfect.

 In the first, the silence of words, there is virtue (strength) that is acquired.  In the second, the silence of desires, quietness is obtained; and in the third, the silence of thoughts this is our goal:  the internal recollection of all of our senses.  To lay hold of the silence of thought is to arrive and abide at the center of our being where Christ dwells.  I then tell them of the great expectation of seeing Karen after a long trip and flight.  It seems to start building when I depart, but with each passing day I miss her  more and more.  After about a week of missing Karen it begins to impair my ability to minister. My thoughts are on her and the family, but most on her my love.  After two weeks, well all I want in life is to see Karen.  At night I would play my expectation of our reunion over and over in my mind time and time again.  Then finally the big day comes, homeward bound.  My heart beats stronger and my step grows faster, I want nothing to prevent me from seeing my love.  I arrive at Raleigh/Durham airport and quickly exit the plane, my love is waiting for me.  As I come down the escalator I see Karen patiently waiting for me.  I smile she smiles back my heart is pounding in my chest. No words are spoken at this time none are needed.  There is a great desire for communion not communication.  There is time to talk later, but for now what is needed is communion.  We rush into each others arms, pulling each other to our breasts, and feeling our arms providing a sense of security and wholesomeness.  What communion, what love. What an exchange of thoughts and desires we intimately share.  Now that my brother is holy.  Communion is always intimate and full of expression one for the other.  Let us allow God to so work in our lives so that we may be able to have communion with Him and he with us. Next month (maybe) on our great need for obedience to the Father and other topics.   
ARTICLE REVIEW:

             Coming into the Light

 There is a process of becoming something great in God we must endure as we come out of the darkness of our self-seeking carnal nature into the light of God.  This is God’s intention for us, to move from the death of the darkness in our hearts and in the world into the glorious light of the life of God.  This coming into the light is a wonderful, but at the same time a very painful process to behold as God uses our life experiences, people, His word, and much more to conform us into the character and nature of Jesus Christ, so that we may be able to receive His Father’s divine and precious promises.  Many Christians believe we are conformed into the character and nature of Christ so that we can become divine. Well as nice and wonderful as that all sounds it can never happen.  We are of and made for the earth, at this time in our existence, and as long as we live in this lower life form called “human” we will never be able to attain to the lofty heights and be seated with God. Now God’s ultimate intention and purpose for us to live a life separated unto Him.  Paul shares these words with the church at Corinth and us. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14)  Paul here was not telling Believers to separate themselves from the people in the world as some today  say, oh no Paul was warning the church to separate themselves from the “fellowship” and “communion” of the heart with those who would walk in unrighteousness and darkness.  In God it is in our heart we are “yoked together” and where we have “communion” and “fellowship.”  We must never live a life of separation from the world to the extent we cannot share the Gospel, but at the same time there must be a separation in our heart, our desires, our lives for the things of the world and for our Christian rights.        


Today within the church there is a great need to come into a place of submissiveness to ALL authority. Sadly today the Church in America has become so political. Jesus asked us to be the salt and light to the world, not politicians trying to conform the world to Biblical views or by cramming the last bit of truth down someone’s throat.  We are to rest in God’s sovereign will and plan for the billions of lives in the world, in the daily affairs of men and women, and for nations, not rally and organize behind a good cause to set right the social injustices of today.  No where in the Bible is it recorded Jesus got involved with the social issues of His day.  We are to be the example of the love of Christ to the world, even in the face of great slaughter of life and loss of rights.  The same Spirit (a Spirit of love and hope for our fellow man) that raised Jesus from the dead is to rule and reign in our bodies and it is not the spirit of division and wanting it is own way. We must go God’s way (not ours) for Christians there is no other way.  Now please do not misunderstand me by mistaking submissiveness for weakness in God.  Our strength in God comes out of our ability to be weak before the world.  Doctor Luke in Acts shares these thoughts with us,  “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”  (Acts 4:19-20) and “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than man.” (Acts 5:29) Submission is a matter of attitude, while obedience is a matter of conduct.  Thus, submission is absolute, but obedience is relative.  For example slavery today is wrong in the eyes of man, but in the Bible at that time slavery was okay.  Paul even exhorted slaves to be obedient to their masters. ”Servants, (slaves in the Greek) be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness (oneness of vision and focus in the Greek) of your heart, as unto Christ;” (Ephesians 6:5) The issue was not the slavery, but the submission of the slaves, the submission in their heart.  Never forget, at the heart of every issue is an issue of your heart. Often times with issues of the heart and social issues we get off track.  In Acts 4:19, Peter and John’s spirit was not rebellious, since they submitted to those in authority. Obedience however cannot be absolute. Some authorities must be obeyed; while others should not be, especially in matters which touch on things of God and sharing the gospel. We can question, suggest, and reply to authorities, yet we must never show an un-submissive attitude. Submission must be absolute. One who knows authority will be soft and tender.  They will be absolute in their submission in heart, (in attitude) in word and action, even if they disagree.  There is to be no sign of harshness or rebellion. Thus, when a delegated authority (people who represent God’s authority i.e. pastors, police, government, and the like) and direct authority (God Himself) are in conflict, one must render submission, but not always give obedience to the delegated authority. When Jesus stood before Pilate there was great resistance in Him.  Every cell in Jesus’ body was resisting Pilate for what he stood for and believed, but the Bible said, “He (Jesus) opened not His mouth.” In silence He gave great resistance. He submitted (He stood before him), but did not obey Pilate. Jesus did not do what Pilate wanted Him to do. What a wonderful place in God when we can stand before man and say nothing when being attacked or wrongly accused.  There is much said about our inward strength when we can say nothing.   God’s order to us is to love, “they will know you are my disciples, by your love,” not by your ability to protest and force someone to your point of view.  I hear many well-known pastors say they will be “Silent No More” (following the latest trend for church growth) or the church needs to be the “moral majority” and raise up “centers for moral clarity in America.” There seems to be a big push for morals and values, well my friend being morally good and having good values is not enough, we are to die to our selfish desires and allow the Holy Spirit to flow through us to a lost and dying world so that they too can come into the light. Sadly we have given up the Gospel message (1 Corinthian 15:1-5) for Christian rights and the social issues of today.  This is because our concepts have been significantly blurred away from our precepts.  Precepts are original ideas, foundational thoughts of truth; for the Church it has always been the Gospel. And concepts are our understanding and application of our precepts.  Somehow we have gotten off track from our original precepts and thus our concepts too are off track. The further we move away from our original precepts the further we will move away from our original truth. And, the further our concepts move away from our original truth (our precepts) the further the Church moves away from the truth.  Brethren this ought not to be.
     
Brethren we must get back on track.  The Church in America has drifted so far from just presenting the Gospel (the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus) to becoming a political organization wielding political clout against those who dare to disagree.  I see religious leaders becoming politicians and politicians becoming religious leaders, Brethren heaven forbid this ought not to be. We must get back to the simplistic delivery of the Gospel were we just have the goodness of God in mind for those who do not know Jesus Christ as their personal savior.  This can only be done when we share the good news of the Gospel with a heart of submission for all the world to see.
You know the more we come into the light the more we can see the darkness in others, and if we have not allowed God to soften our heart, by His dealings and judgments, we will react to their darkness and not to their great need for the light.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

Karen will not be adding something this month, but remember, the best is yet to come.       
POETRY CORNER:

           PRISONERS OF HOPE
            By John Wright Follette

While dwelling in the prison-house of flesh, And bound by limitations of its clay, My longing spirit waits to take its flight, To realms beyond this little life and day.

My spirit used to beat against the bars And long for freedom from this dreary cell, Until one day a tender dove found room Within my heart and settled there to dwell.

This Guest who shares this prison-house with me Has come to tell me of a home above, And tells me secret things of One I love.

He is so very quiet in His ways,

By gentle wooing He has won my heart.

My lonely cell would be a cheerless place Had He not liberty in every part.

And when the prison-door shall swing, He will not flee and leave me here to roam, For I could never find my Father’s house – Together we shall make the flight back home.

Poem taken from Smoking Flax and other poems,  page 53.

 DEAR FRIENDS:


 Last month I shared some on self-seeking. Back in Dec 2005, God was strongly dealing with me about some health issues.  God is good at getting our attention when He wants to.  I always find the last week or so of the year is a good time to real slow down and get still with God.  There seems to be a greater connection between God’s will, on earth as it is in heaven, is communicated before a major event on earth like a rolling over to new year.  As I said God knows how to slow us down.  Well, I either herniated my back more from a complete two day thrashing from Dave and Joshua in basketball or an  chronic prostate ailment flared up again at any rate God got what He was after for me to slow down and spend extra time with Him.   Make no mistake God is very good and getting our attention.  All He has to do is threaten our life and He has our complete attention.  How we love our self-life.  Now I am no different then anyone else.  We love our life and hold on to it with every breath.  We will do and say anything it takes to keep our self alive.  And, the older we get the more we see our moral end coming into greater view and the more we want to hold on to our life.  But Jesus said, “For whosoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whosoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”  (Matthew 16:25)  How can we loss our life for God’s sake?  The answer is right before your eyes.  Jesus said, “whosoever desires to save his life” but, in the loses and finding there is no “desires” involved.  It is our “desires” to save our life that most often prevents us from losing our life.  And to find His life we first must lose our life, the spiritual order is us losing first then our finding.  But we do not want to lose even for His sake.


Over a three day period Karen would take my blood pressure which was high.  But each time she would take my blood pressure (at my request) my self-life would scream more and more and imagine things that are far from the truth. You would say did God do this or is all of this a product of your fear? Well, I would say this is God at His finest. Brethren I know fear, it lives in the pit of our stomach. Over these many years I have faced fear time and time again.  And, over these many years I have had God bring me into His dealings and judgments in my life so that He could communicate with me.  I have had God slow me down long enough to share things with me I will need to be successful in Him.  It is when we allow God to slow us down He can do a great work in killing our self-life.  God has our undivided attention and now He is going to get as much of Himself in us as we will allow.  Our mouth has been stopped. We agree, “Indeed, let God be true, but every man is a liar . . . “ (Roman 3:4)  He and He alone is true.  All of our self-seeking and religion does not work.  When we allow God to bring us to such places, “let God be true, but every man is a liar,” we will be able to deal with the self-seeking in our lives and with our “desires” to save our self-life.  Let us allow God to bring His dealings and judgment in our lives.     
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastors Yanko and Niki and their church.  

2.
In Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.     

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania.  Romania is undergoing new religious persecution from their government.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in the north of Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of: “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Rob McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl and his Church in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
FUTURE SCHEDULE:


March: Sankarguptum and Mumbai, India 

April:  Local Ministry

May:  Aveile, Nigeria with Team from Enon Chapel Baptist Church
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible
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