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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  The next essential attribute of God we would like to look at is God being omnipresent. I think before we go further looking at spiritual things it would be good if we consult Daniel Webster (a dictionary) to define two words – attribute and omnipresent.  First attribute:  a quality that is thought (this thought process is important) of as a natural part of some person or thing; characteristic. And second omnipresent:  present in all places at the same time.  Now this is a tough concept to master for humans since we are time and place oriented.  Our reality is the here and now in our sight and physical touch, but not so with God.  God is not bound by time or by the physical human characteristics that makes us an earthly creation.  God can be in Asia or Africa while He is in your town, home, and heart.  Only God is omnipresent.  I hear many Christians today think Satan is omnipresent (how foolish), they are dead wrong in their understanding only God has this supernatural power, not even the angels or demons can be in different places at the same time.         

In Jeremiah we read about God talking to the people, especially to false prophets (empty oracles) and those shepherds (pastors, preachers, and teachers) who would scatter the people from His pasture (the Body of Christ).  
God says, “But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 23Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.” (Jeremiah 23:22-24)  There is no place we can go to hide from the face of God.  God is even in the in between places of man’s final destination; heaven or hell. In the Psalms David said, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;” (Psalms 139:7-9) God is even in the secret places; those areas in our lives where God overshadows us with all of His attributes and even in those places in our lives where we have not allowed Him to work in us.  In Matthew Jesus tells us, 
“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”  (Matthew 6:6) Make no mistake my friend God is every where He is omnipresent and He is watching, waiting, and wanting us to draw near to Him so He can draw near to us, but this is our choice.  A righteous God will never force (I wish He would) His will and ways on us that would go against His characteristics, His attributes.  Next month we will look at how God is omniscient.

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
   We Have the Power

Today in the church we run around the world saying we have the power and we can do all of these great things for God. Well that is not what Jesus said.  In the Gospels time and time again Jesus kept saying I have no power and I can do nothing of Myself.  I wonder why Jesus who was the Son of God, who did have all power in heaven, on earth, and below the earth say, He did not have any power?  We run around quoting scriptures like, ”But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) or ”Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.” (Luke 10:19-20), and so many more often trying to convince ourselves we have the power, but in reality we are powerless. Our words and actions lack the power of God because today we have missed the heart of Jesus’ power source. Paul confidently knew his power sources when he boldly told the church at Thessalonica, “For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.” (1 Thessalonians 1:5) Paul knew his words were energized by the Holy Spirit of God Almighty, this is why things happened when he spoke.  This is why Paul could receive so much of God’s revelation to write almost two-thirds of the New Testament and why God had to temper him with a thorn in the flesh so that he would not exalt himself. My friend God honors His words and if we endure God’s dealings and judgments (like Paul) in our lives we too can have the revelation Paul had.  God did not love Paul any more than He does us. God is not a respecter of persons, but He does honor and highly exalt those who honor Him and delights in giving His children, those who desire Him, His hidden treasures and the secrets things. 
       Now do not think being powerless is totally a bad thing it is not.  Thinking we have the power and not having it is presumption a very dangerous place in God.  But, understanding our need for God and seeing we are powerless is really a good thing; if we learn, through experiencing God’s dealings and judgments in our lives, where our power really comes from. Jesus knew He was powerless and now could do all things.  Nothing was impossible for Him, because He was powerless.  Strange how things happen when we see we can do nothing to change the situations or circumstances in our lives. The Father knew the Son and could trust Him with His power. (Please allow this thought to sink in for a moment)  Why do we not move in the power of God?  Maybe the Father knows some of us all too well not to trust them with His power.  Remember just because something is written in the Bible does not make it ours. We claim and stand on verses in the Bible, but our hands and lives are empty, why?  God does not give us His things just because we ask, oh no.  Any earthly loving father does not give his children things just because they ask. They must do the things the father wants the children to do before they receive. If a father just gives to his children unconditionally he does not really love his children because he has not taught them about life and becoming a mature adult.  Our salvation is unconditional, but still for us to be able to receive salvation we must do some things. “If we confess (agree what God is staying about us is true) our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1John 1:9) And “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:9-10)  For us to be saved we must confess and believe, but confession and believing is not enough, we must repent.  Jesus taught, “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: (or to flow in the opposite direction) for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  (Matthew 4:17) If we do not confess our sins and repent of our actions and deeds we cannot be saved. So too with our heavenly Father there is an approval and qualifying process we must endure to be able to receive God’s things.  My friend there is a price a cost we will pay to know God’s power. There is nothing free in God, everything we get from God will cost us something and the more we get from God the more it will cost us until finally there is nothing left of us. If we have no power God will have to strengthen us if He wants us to do something for Him. Yes, there is a price a cost we will pay to know God’s power. And there is a cost a different price we will pay to know God’s presence. And my friend if we desire to know God’s person it will cost us everything, but that is God’s goal in our lives, to get us to the place where we desire to decrease so He can increase.  This will take the power of God in our lives to happen.              

       Jesus knew He had no power and could do nothing of Himself.  There are three areas I would like to briefly look at that reveals the heart of Jesus in this area. The first area is Jesus never vindicated Himself. The word “vindicate” means; free from blame, guilt, suspicion, to show to be true or right; justify.  Jesus was free from blame because He always did the will of the Father. It was not Jesus but the Father doing things through Him.  Jesus tells us today, “Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.”  (John 5:19) and “I can of mine own self do nothing:  (have no power of my own) as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.”  (John 5:30) It is no wonder Jesus did so many wonderful and mighty things for the Father (as the Father wants us to do) He knew He had no power and had to totally depend on the Father. The second area is Jesus never justified Himself. Even before Pilate He never made excuses for Himself nor did He threaten Pilate’s life, He just kept His mouth shut until it was time to speak words of life and represent His Father.  “Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.” (John 8:28) Did you know when we justify ourselves before people we make them our judge? The Godly place is to keep our mouth in the dust until God tells us to speak and then only say what God wants us to say.  Moses (and I also) learned this lesson the hard way.  And the third area is Jesus never tried saving Himself. Jesus knew He was to die for the sin of mankind. This was His purpose and the Father’s plan for His earthly life. All of the miracles and the like came out from the goodness of the Father’s heart.  Jesus knew He had to lose His life so that He and many (even us) could find real life, the life of God which is so much more than having our sins forgiven.  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 25He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 26If any man serve me, let him follow me (into the death of our physical life and more important our selfish self-life); and where I am, there shall also my servant be:  if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.”  (John 12:24-26)  
       The secret of Jesus’ power and success was not He was the Son of God oh no my friend.  Please do not think because the Father was well pleased of the Son (Matthew 3:17) He gave to the Son all power and authority. The Bible is very clear why the Father gave the Son all power and authority, “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:” (Philippians 2:7-9) Jesus’ secret of His success was His ability to humble himself and become obedient.  He “made himself of no reputation,” A man who knows he has no power will never have problems with humbleness. Jesus was never concerned what other people thought and said about Him. Jesus was only concerned what the Father thought and said about Him. We (I include myself here) today need to be more concerned about what the Father thinks and says about us than what our friends think and say about us. We will not be concerned about what others think and say if we can maintain a servant’s heart like Jesus.  It was easy for the Father to give Jesus His goods, Jesus always did and said what the Father wanted Him to do and say.  Jesus taught the disciples, “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.” (Matthew 25:14) I wonder where Jesus learned “who called his own servant and delivered unto them his goods.” Jesus was the servant and it was His Father’s goods He received, because Jesus knew two important thoughts in being a servant; a servant carries only his master’s message and a servant acts within His master’s authority.  If we desire to be a servant of God we too must keep these two thoughts.  Too many Christians today travel the world carrying their own message and acting within their own authority.  I have seen it, worse yet I have done it at times. Please believe me when I say I know what I am talking about. We must carry only the simplistic message of the Bible in our hearts and share it with people and must act only in the authority God has given us.  Remember, the sign of God’s authority is not miracles, sign, and wonders, but revelation.  How much revelation do we possess of God?  The answer will define how much of God’s power we possess.        

       Brethren let us confess our sins and repent of our waywardness. We have no power, unless like Jesus the Father gives it to us, and are dependant on Him, our family, and our brothers and sisters in Christ for all things.  This dependence always leads to God projection of devotion. Let us humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, take on only His message and move only in His authority, for if we do we will have the power. Written by David Stahl   
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

              A Moment in Time

After exchanging morning pleasantries with a neighbor, Grimme (our boxer dog) and I resumed our morning walk.  The pine trees stood against the sunny  Carolina blue sky background.  White brushstrokes clouds completed the breath taking picture it was a great moment. But as I thought on it all – the moment faded.  As do all nice (and not so nice) moments in our lives.  As quick as they come – they’re gone.  All those beautiful nice moments fade like an old paper that turns yellow never to return again.  Oh we try to save the moments, we try to make them last longer and even try to make them live again as we capture these moments in a flash of time on a camera or video, but it is never the same.  The love and pride in our newborn children, the visits with family, the graduations, the winning moments at a game, the surprise visits, the new and exciting vacation (or in our case new duty stations), the births and all of the cute things our kids and grand kids do, and so much more.  That is the nature of moments – they come and go.  They bring us joy, sometimes as in the case of my father-in-law they bring pain.  It’s strange, but I couldn’t cry for the “ole fox” when he died.  I wasn’t that I did not love him I did, but I just know I will see him again. Like I’ll see my beloved Poppy from Bayonne who always told me to read my Bible, go to church, and say my prayers.  To me they both are in my heart, even though they aren’t on the earth.  I know I’ll see them again.  After a recent phone call with my dad I said, “I’d like just once to go back in time to one of our visits with Poppy,” but as I mentioned, those moments are in my heart.  What we should and will carry with us are the lessons learned in life.  These are the things that will help us in our next life with Jesus.  Did you know we are eternal beings?  But, the catch is where shall we spend our eternity?  The Bible speaks of a heaven and a hell.   Now it’s easier to get to one than the other.  To make it to hell you have to do nothing.  The Prophet Isaiah said, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  (Isaiah 53:6) and because of this “the Lord hath laid on him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all” to make a way, by dying a cruel death on a cross so that we all can go to heaven.   But brother you don’t want to go to hell, because there’s no getting out of that place of torment.  We must strive with all that is within us to get to heaven.  Whether you believe it or not we are eternal beings and when we physically die we will be resurrected by God (like Jesus was) and some will go to everlasting shame and contempt (hell), some to everlasting glory (heaven).  No matter how down trodden or hopeless things seem now we know beyond a shadow of doubt (like I know I will see Poppy and dad Stahl again) that God will resurrect us as He did His precious Son.  My friend this will be the greatest moment in our lives and one not soon forgotten.  In the Book of Revelation John tells, “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.” (Revelation 22:3-5) and I know it will not be long, so hang in there and fight the good fight, our eternal home hangs in the balance.  Written by Karen Stahl           
THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD

“Unto the angel of the Church of Ephesus write, these things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.”  (Revelation 2:1)

 
We know that Jesus Christ is in us by The Power of the Holy Spirit in us. God is willing to dwell in us and we must also be willing to dwell with Him in the secret place of the most high. (Psalm 91:1) Communication is vital in any relationship. Many solid and beautiful relationships have been shipwrecked because of lack communication. Jesus Christ in us is a source of everlasting revelation and inspiration, “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of the mystery among the gentiles: which Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  (Colossians 1:27) and “And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us.”  (Romans 5:5)

“I know thy works and thy labour and thy patience and how thou canst bear them which are evil, and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars.”  (Revelations 2:2)

There are many works and labour in religious organizations. A lot of christens feel desperate and frustrated with the responsibilities of the church. They had believed in Jesus Christ with hope of fulfilling their potentials in the church. They soon realize that there are others like them. Their love is on the surface and cannot bear offences. “Woe unto the world because of offences! For it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence come.” (Matthew 18:17) Many are in ministry for the reward. “What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?” (Ecclesiastes 1:3) and “Labour not for the meat which perisheth but for the meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the son of man shall give unto you: For him hath God the Father seal.”  (John 6:27) The meat that perisheth is not to know the will of God for our life. How will you know the will of God if you don’t know your ministry? You must know your ministry. Peter is an Apostle of Jesus Christ. He was called and walked with Jesus Christ. He had a ministry among the Jews. The Jews have the law and believed in works. There is not justification in works without love, “We walk by faith.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) To walk is an action word. There is works in faith. Faith without love is risk. Abraham left Canaan for Egypt because of famine. New converts are likely to fall without love. They may have the motive to serve God but lack the spiritual power to love Him. Paul is an Apostle by the Will of God. Paul had ministry among the gentiles. The gentiles have no law and no works of the law. “For Christ are the end of the law. They are justified without works.”  (Romans 10:4) and “But God commended his love toward us. In that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8) Therefore justification is not by faith but the LOVE of God. Faith by love is justification.  Love by faith is works (switch it on by pressing the button) Peter ate with the gentiles not to offend Paul. The love from Peter could cover the gentiles but not the Jews. Paul did not walk with Jesus Christ and could not understand Peter. He openly opposed Peter in front of the gentiles. Peter did not retaliate because he knew and understands love that covers all sins, “And above all things have fervent charity(love) among yourselves: for charity(love) shall cover the multitude of sins.”  (2 Peter 4:8)  Salvation is by the Love of God. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)  The work of salvation is initiated by God and not man. The “whosoever” is you. If you love God and you know that He loves and cares for you. If you know His will for your life and you have prepared your heart to serve Him. Then everlasting life is for you. But many believed on Him like the demons do. (James 2:9)  Many men of God are always the cause of strife and division in churches. They are after position and authority. They are fathers and daddies of the church, some are general commanding officers, some are CEO’s, and some are wishing to ride in a chariot of fire but not willing to endure the refining fire of God. They are no longer sons and servants of God. They are full of woes. Love is not authority. Love has no position but is in all. Peter and Paul had position but not in all. Jesus is all in you. “And you are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power.”  (Colossians 2:10)
“And hast borne, and hast patience and for my name’s sake hast laboured and hast not fainted.”  (Revelation 2:3)

The whole mission of the church is evangelism. Winning souls for Christ is the primary aim of the church. Evangelism as a ministry is very expensive and consumes a lot of energy. Many denominational churches shy away from evangelism because the reward is minimal compared to the works and money spent. Christians also withdraw from the world and associating with people of the world because of offence. Many are hospitalized because of stress and fatigue as a result of evangelizing in a distant Land, “Then he answered and spake unto me saying; This is The word of The Lord unto Zerubabel saying neither by might nor by power but by my Spirit, saith The Lord of Host.”  (Zechariah 2:6) Without Love the yoke of evangelism is heavy and the only alternative is to withdraw. Although in Christ many Christians bear the works of the church without love.

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.”  (Revelation 2:4) 

First love is like new wine, very sharp and active. Activity suggests a life filled with purpose. The first day we receive Jesus Christ as Savior, the heart is full of love and joy. We are ready to let people around us know about Jesus Christ and His saving Power. Evangelism is sweet but by and by persecution will come and the heart is offended, “Yet hath no root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.”  (Matthew 13:24)  If there is offence in the heart evangelism is stressful and faintness occurs. This is why many men of God are in the hospital because of nervous breakdowns. More on the Seven Spirits of God and love next month.  Written by Mike Olufemi
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Niki Marsov and Pastor Yanko.  Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor George Ritisan at Lighthouse Church, and   Ciprian Bozdod at the Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Pastor Marcel at St. Andrews Church. St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in Aveile,  Nigeria. He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries in Hyderabad and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian in Sankaraguptham, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Monthly financial support Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl at Gethsemane, Church (his church) and their radio station “Good News 105.1 FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

         
September: Local ministry

October:  Local ministry

November:  Local ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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