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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren. To the glory of God we start our ninth year of this newsletter and to the ministry God has given Karen and I.  What joy it has been to, “grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. “  (2 Peter 3:18) as we go for Him.  Please keep us in your prayers and financial support in the years to come together as, “one bread” we can make it.  


Let us continue looking at coming to know God; not a mental or emotional knowledge, but a personal intimate knowledge that supersedes what society says is the norm, our religious thoughts, our lifestyle, and most of all our emotion. If our approach to God is through our emotions; feeling close to God when we sing, dance, wave flags, listen to Christian music, conduct ritual observances like communion, when we do things for God then we have been deceived to the truth of what God has for us and truly have missed out on the real relationship with God. For the past months we have been looking at the Spiritual nature of God and now let us begin a new area, the essential attributes of God.  The first attribute we will look at is God is self-existent.  I really like the Greek Bible; it provides a closer look at the real thought and heart of God in what the manifested expression of the Holy Spirit is saying to us. But also I like looking at the Jewish Torah.  I think I would like to attend a Bible study led by a Jewish Rabbi to discuss the Old Testament. Our KJV of Genesis 1:1 reads, “In the beginning,” but the Torah       
reads, “God in the beginning.”  Is this not truer than, “In the beginning?”  The Torah adds the focus first on God then on what God creates or does.  Is this not more correct? God is always the beginning of everything in creation and in our lives, so true when we look at God’s attributes. Moses had this revelation when He first talked to God.  “And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? 14And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 15And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.” (Exodus3:13-15)  Now Moses wanted to know God’s name, because in the Jewish culture if you knew someone’s name then you know them, you know where they come from, who their daddy is, etc. and if you know all of this then you have power over them, well God knew this too, so He replied, “I AM THAT I AM:” God was establishing His eternal attribute of self to Moses. He is self-sufficient, He does not need us we desperately nee Him. No need to know about my family name “this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.” God was telling Moses He was before anything was. Before eternal time began, He is everything, and without Him nothing is possible, He Himself is the place from going out; a door or passage out, life, a way of life, and “this is my memorial (Strong’s #2143, remembrance or a solemn memory forever) unto all generations.” And for us to have a correct perspective of God we too must have this understanding of God’s self-existence buried deep down in our heart and in our thoughts and it must grasp our heart to such a degree we wilfully submit to Him whole-heartedly without any purpose of reservation.  Without this remembrance, in our lives, of who God is and how He is the beginning and the end, our all and in all, then we will get off track and stumble and fall out of the way of life He is and the life that he has for us.  Next month we will look at how God is omnipresent as we continue to look at the attributes of God.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
               Adding to Our Faith   
         One of the most important understandings we must hold before the Lord, if God is going to be able to use us, is how He operates in our lives through the knowledge of faith.  Our entire walk with God is done in faith until we allow Him to work sufficiently in our lives to open the eyes of our understanding to be able to see the invisible. Paul encouraged the church at Ephesus, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:  18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,” (Ephesians 1:17-18) Paul was not telling the Christians in Ephesus to desire wisdom and knowledge, but for us to allow God to “give  unto us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.” Faith in our lives will not work if we do not have a desire for “the knowledge of him.”  It is no wonder many Christians start off in God, but flutter and quickly fade away because they were never instructed to desire to have a personal and intimate relationship with Him.  They were instructed to know Him as their savior, supplier, and healer, but not as their Lord and ruler of their lives. Unless we possess the knowledge of God we will never be able to move correctly in faith. This is why “faith cometh by hearing a word from God.” (Romans 10:17 (Greek)) Hearing what? Preaching? The Bible on tape  CD, or DVD?  No, none of these my friend will work, but hearing God speak to our spirit gives us all of the faith we will ever need. It really is sad most denominations do not teach the importance of knowing God. Most denominations teach knowing denominational doctrines, rules, and regulations of which membership is the entry door.  There are even special classes you must attend to be a “member” of their church. And annually they have special meetings to discuss and vote on their ideas and rules.  No election of man’s rules and regulations has ever changed God’s ways.   How foolish and sad to think we can dumb down God’s words and ways to classes, rules, and regulations to belong.  Recently I was reading an article that stressed the importance of getting back to or re-identifying with what it really means to belong to be a member of a certain denomination. The folly of the author was easily seen every time he mentioned the denomination instead of the Body of Christ.  He stated we must get back to what is means to be a (you can plug in your favorite denomination in the blank) because our attendance and membership is dropping off. If you believe this drivel my friend you have missed the truth of the word of God and the heart of Christ.  Do we honestly believe heaven will be divided by denominations like the Body of Christ is on earth?  It is like we are saying to the world there are many ways to the Father. There is a Pentecostal, a Methodist, a Baptist, a Presbyterian, a Catholic, a Lutheran, and many more ways to get to the Father. Just like the Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, and many more religions believe. But the Bible (John 14:6) says, Jesus is the only way (not a religion or denomination) to the Father. Jesus is the truth and life no one comes unto the Father except through Him.  Jesus came so that we may have life, the life of God. This wrong earthly thinking is nothing more than presumption and at the root of the presumption is evil envy, and subtle hatred and wrath.  

       Our walk with the Lord must be out of a broken and contrite heart in faith not by sight.  The writer of the Hebrews tells us, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  (Hebrews 11:6)  We cannot please God, no matter how much we do or give Him.  Pleasing God is found in believing in Him, now that is a real revelation for many Christians who have been told pleasing God is found in working and going places for Him.  How can God reward us if we do not believe in Him?  Even God’s “exceeding great precious promises” for us are based solely on us having faith and believing in Him so that we will be able to possess the knowledge of Him.  Of all the disciples, Peter seemed (not Thomas) to struggle (often like me) with this whole faith issue. While walking with the Lord he was the first to speak the loudest (often like me), but was the last to admit he was wrong. But after God’s dealings and judgments in Peter’s life he was able to write these words, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:  4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  (2 Peter 1:3-4) I wonder where Peter learned these words? Each time he boasted what he would do, but when it was all said and done he saw what he really was made of.  After Peter allowed God to work in his life he could see the critical need to know God.  Our call is unto “glory and virtue” (strength or manhood) through knowing Him, then and only then can we hold those “exceeding great and precious promises” and “be partakers of the divine nature” so that we will be able to, “escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.” My friend we will never be able to escape the corruption of this world unless we know the Lord.  My friend going to church and entering into membership will not do it, being good will not do it, burning our bodies and suffering will not do, only knowing God through His precious Son Jesus Christ will do it.   

        But now Peter does not stop there, oh no Peter continues and says, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:5-8) “And besides this,” Besides what? All of the things he has previously said in the scriptures and now sets up the condition “giving all diligence” for the command to “add to your faith.” Wow, we must add something to our faith?  Pastor Dave, are you telling me faith is not enough?  No I am not saying that. Remember, we have no faith unless we can hear God speak to us, again, “faith cometh by hearing a word from God.” When God speaks to us everything we need to do that which God wants us to do is present (inherent in the structure) in His words to us. All of the provision, all of the ability, all of the wisdom and revelation, everything we will need to do that which God desires in His speaking is in the words. This is why all things are possible to them that believe which is always God’s intention and desire in His speaking.  However, all things coming to pass is not up to God (He has already done His part), but is up to us.  Like the leper in Mark 1:40-42, will we move in obedience (the sign of really loving God) after we hear His words to do that which God wants? The leper knew Jesus could make him clean, he probably heard and saw many miracles, but he wanted to know if Jesus would make him clean. What I am saying is when we hear God speak to us we must know His heart and add to our faith some things that will enable God’s words (which contains His power, provision, and authority) to come alive in us.  I wonder when Peter learned his faith was not enough?  Perhaps every time he failed Jesus.  I wonder when Peter learned the things in verses 5-8 needed to be added to his faith? Every time he allowed the Father, through His dealings and judgments, to work in his life enabling him to be able to receive God’s “exceeding great and precious promises.”  Such things as, “virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity (love). 8For if these things be in you, and abound (grow or multiply), they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
       Brethren let us allow God to work so that these things can be produced in us, abound, and can be added to our faith. They are not a part of our new nature from our 1 John 1:9 salvation, they must be worked in us.  And please notice the condition, “if these things be in us and abound” the reward “they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful (not in these things or faith but) in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is always about knowing God, through His precious Son Jesus Christ, which is the essence and heart of our salvation.  Written by David Stahl   
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:


    A Firm Foundation
While driving home from our son Daniel’s home in Alabama we passed a huge fire works building sitting right on the edge of a massive sink hole and I thought; I hope the building has a good foundation because if not it will not be too long before the building falls into the ditch (sink hole) and is doomed. Our foundation is to withstand all situations and circumstances in our lives.  Paul gave the Church at Corinth the same instructions when he said, “According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.  14If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 16Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:10-16)  Folks we need to know what we’re built on.  Too many of us are built on sand, and stubble and won’t allow God to build us on the true and sure foundation, Christ Jesus. Religion doesn’t necessarily give us a firm foundation to withstand life’s storms, maybe a partial (Christian history and doctrine) foundation.  But the rest of the foundation must be worked in by God as we allow God to knock down other foundations we are built on, through His dealings and judgments in our lives and through the written word of God.  Yes I’m gona to say it we must read our Bibles! And through the spoken word in our lives which the Almighty God shares with us.  I’m sure those folks didn’t intentionally build their fire works building on land that would become a sink hole, never the less it happened and in time they may lose their building. God has no problem tearing down our foundations in order to give us His best for our lives.  It’ll hurt, cause confusion but it will be the best thing for us. For we are to be built on Christ Jesus. God will tackle religious, regional differences, family, political, social, everything that smacks of wrong thinking or any thinking that is contrary to the word of God and this needs to be.  It’s either God’s way or the highway. And we know, God has nothing but good intentions for us and our lives, but He cannot bring them into our lives until we line up with His desire for our obedience to His word.  So even though it hurts to have the props knocked out from under us, we know God Almighty will build in us (as we allow) a firm and sure foundation that will withstand all that comes against us, even sink holes.  Build oh Lord build!  Written by Karen Stahl

THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD
REVELATION 1:6 - 3:22

“And hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever, amen.”  (Revelation 1:6)     

The original purpose of God is an earthly paradise filled with perfect humans who love and obey His commands. Irrespective of all the works of Satan and his agents to destroy the human race through wars, diseases and terror, The Kingdom of God is on earth with Our Lord Jesus Christ as King and Lord of lords. God is looking for a faithful witness willing to manifest His Light. “Let your light so shine before men that they may see the good works and glorify your father which is in heaven.”  (Matthew 3:16) Jesus Christ is making a request and instruction personally to you; you are to make it happen with love. Love is the first and dominant light. Love is the creative Power of God. Love is above righteousness. How can righteousness be if there is no love? Love is perfect.  Jesus said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:48). To be perfect is to bear imperfections and false accusation from men of the world and the church. The church is in the world and the world is in the church. That is why the problems of the world are in the church and affects the church. The church is Holy and can overcome the world by love. Love is a flow that clears away the debris and thorns accumulated by the heart. Our walk with God is a sizzling everlasting love affair. The world and things of the world is stimulating but negative. That is why many people have a feeling of claustrophobia of life and family. The Believer can access love through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. “Let your loins be girded about and your lights burning.”  (Luke 12:35)  There are seven lights. The lights are seven lamps of fire burning before the throne which are the seven Spirits of God.  There is a vast knowledge of God available through the inspirational revelation of the seven Spirits of God. A Christian can be in the church for ten years or more without having any impact on anybody.  Praise and worship is good but without hearing and doing the Word of God there is no life only the works of the flesh, “It is the Spirit that quickneth, the flesh profitheth nothing, the Words I speak unto you, they are Spirits and they are life.”  (John 6:63)  
The word QUICKENED means to become active. There are many genetic and environmental factors that provide a reason that explains somebody’s actions. The word of God activates our spirit to know God. The Holy Spirit connects us back to God. Once connected a life long adventure begins coupled with the communication, relationship, and communion.                  

“I am The Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending said the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”  (Revelation 1:8) 

God is eternal. He is in eternity. The Holy Spirit is to bring the word of God from eternity to us in the flesh. As children of God we are entitled to His Best at all times. The failure of believers to access the Seven Spirits which is and which was, and which is to come, is lack of love for God and His creations. What are the Seven Spirits of God? They are:  LOVE, WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, TRUTH, EXCELLENCE, GRACE, AND HUMBLENESS.  And Love is in all.  To love God is more revelation of whom He is.  To love wisdom is love from wisdom, “I love he that loves me.”  (Proverbs 8:17) To love knowledge is to find the knowledge of God, Proverb1:5.  To love the truth is to love Jesus, John14:6. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life no man cometh unto The Father but by me.”  (John 7:14)  To love Excellent Spirit is to do good works before God. To love grace is more grace from Our Lord Jesus Christ, “Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.”  (Ephesians 6:24) To love humble Spirit is to be Christlike, “And being found in as fashion as man, he humble himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  (Philippians 2:8)

LOVE

“The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand and the seven golden candle sticks.” (Revelation 1:20) The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. Science and technology cannot know the mystery of God. The big bang theory about creation is for mortal man. The mystery of God can only be seen and understood by a mind prepared and molded by God according to His Will.  “But we speak the wisdom of God in mystery, even the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the world for our glory.”  (1 Corinthians 2:7) and “Who maketh his angels spirits, his ministers a flaming fire.”  (Psalm 104:4) The seven stars are Sprits and everlasting lights in the hands of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Angels are spirits. The stars are the mark of quality and excellence. They are earned as we press toward and continue in Christ, “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:14) The high calling of God is a result of an achievement and not works and labor. To see the kingdom of God and to enter the kingdom of God are not the same. He that is born again without receiving the gift of The Holy Spirit cannot enter The Kingdom of God. “For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22:14) With all the denominational doctrines that abound we have to strive to enter into the kingdom of God.  The seven churches were scattered all over Asia Minor of old. Persecution was very intense. Christians could not openly worship without harassment and death from the enemies of the church. Many Christians were martyred for refusing to call Caesar lord. Most of the leaders of the churches were selected and appointed by the ruling authorities to do their will.  We still have some of these churches today. Under such settings the young believer will not grow.  But now at this present time if you are a Christian Jesus Christ is inviting you to life,  “Verily, Verily I say unto you, the hour is coming and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God and they that hear shall live.”  (John 5:25) You must receive and be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is a gift. The Holy Spirit will give you the power to overcome, “You are of God little children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”  (John 4:4) The Holy Spirit in you makes you supernatural more than yourself and the world. The world and things of the world will pass away. The Holy Spirit is forever, The Holy Spirit in you is Jesus Christ in you, not your denomination or church in you. You are the temple of the most High God, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God and the Holy Spirit dwelleth in you?”  (1 Corinthians 3:16) You are the church and what you do for Christ is counting against Him or for Him.  In Jesus Christ we are sons and daughters, “Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honorable, and I have loved thee, therefore will I give men for thee and people for thy life.”  (Isaiah 43:4)  The seven golden candlesticks are one, “All it shall be one beaten work of pure gold.”  (Exodus 25:38) The sacrifice on the cross of Calvary is love in action. “Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John15:13) To lay down is total surrender of His life for us. What are you doing with His life now? More on the Seven Spirits of God and love next month. Written by Michael Olufemi
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Niki Marsov and Pastor Yanko.  Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor George Ritisan at Lighthouse Church, and   Ciprian Bozdod at the Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Pastor Marcel at St. Andrews Church. St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in Aveile,  Nigeria. He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries in Hyderabad and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian in Sankaraguptham, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Monthly financial support Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl at Gethsemane, Church (his church) and their radio station “Good News 105.1 FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

         
September: Local ministry

October:  Local ministry

November:  Local ministry
I am available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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