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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory we are changed; we experience salvation which is much more then just having our sins forgiven.

Many Christians never experience the true salvation of the Lord because they have never experienced brokenness. In the Bible the word “true” always takes something discussed out for the physical realm and projects it into the spiritual realm. For example John masterfully used this concept: “Jesus is the “true Light” (John 1:9), Jesus is the “true bread” (John 6:32), and Jesus is the “true vine” (John 15:1).  There must always be a “true” confession for “true” repentance and conversion to take place for us to have salvation; “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:9-10)  The word “confess” here means we agree with God what He is saying about us is true and God is saying, we all have sinned and come short of His glory.  Please notice it is more then just believing.  My friend the demons in hell know and believe, but it takes “true” “confession” to be saved. “Man believeth unto righteousness, but the mouth (of man) is made unto salvation.” And for us to come to this place of true confession we must see our selves for what we really are and how sin has separated us from God.  We too must have the revelation of Paul when he said, “Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.”  (Romans 7:17-18) or Isaiah when he had a “true” revelation of God as compared to himself, “Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”  (Isaiah 6:5)  When we really see our sin and what it has done we too will be devastated and broken.  My friend I am here to tell you there is no salvation without brokenness. Sadly, the church today is full of people that have repeated words somebody has made up what we call the sinners prayer (which is found no place in the Bible) and whose hope to be in Christ Jesus is based. It is our understanding of our individual need for God’s salvation in our lives is to be the basis for us coming to Christ. Not a slick well worded message that makes us feel bad and cry or a scare tactic presentation; like the “Left Behind” books and movies or the many “Tribulation Trail” dramas that play every Halloween.  My Friend these may be entertaining and talk of the Bible, but they are not the basis for coming to Christ.  Us coming to Christ MUST be of our own will and of our own words.  God has intended this revelation of sin in our lives and how it separates us from God to bring a man to the place where he falls upon the rock (Christ Jesus) and is broken into pieces.  When a man or woman comes to this place, they will cry out, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”  (Romans 7:24-25) This place of revelation is the starting point of all “true” righteousness; for it is here that man sees and understands his helplessness.  And unless God puts His own goodness into such a man, that man will continue to be the servant of sin.  A salvation without this brokenness is an incomplete salvation at best, and at worst, no salvation at all. More next month on this critical understanding that without brokenness there is no salvation.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
        God Speaking Comfort to Us

When God speaks to us it is God’s words that threaten our self-life and our self-seeking that screams to live and save itself.  How strange this seems to me.  At the same time God provides His leading and guidance for our lives in a particular situation or circumstance the same word spoken to us also strikes hard at our desires, intentions, and begins to kill our self.  In 1 Samuel we read, “The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up.” (1 Samuel 2:6) How strange God can do this in us if we allow Him. My friend if we have been called to share the wonderful Gospel message we cannot save our self and others, one must die.  One must be put to death so that the other may live.  It is God’s hope and intention we choose to lose our life so we may find His life.  Jesus taught, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  (Mathew 10:38)  This losing and finding (like sheep, a coin, and other things) is one of the major themes in the parables Jesus taught.  We must lose our life so that we may find the life of God, we can not have both.  Now let me be honest, do not think I have come to some super place in God where I can freely say these words. One thing I have learned and am still learning God will make us eat our words.  I am not so fast to talk about gossip, sickness, and death.  It seems with each act of violence I see on the TV news it causes me to shudder more and more.  Life and God will take the words out of our mouth if we will allow them. As I get older the more I see my mortality ever before me and oddly the more I want to cling to my life.  On each ministry trip I go on by myself my self-life screams to be saved, but God has other intentions.  This too was the case on my trip to Turkey and India this year.  I had a great time in Istanbul, Turkey with Pastor Metin, his wonderful family, other families in the church, and the Beholding His Glory Conference and Church services were powerful.  Many people were healed. I held a set of miracles twins in my arms, whereby I felt to pray for their near 60 year old parents two years ago. God really manifested Himself to us. And then on to Sankaraguptham, India to be with Pastor C. H. Wilson, his wonderful family, all the wonderful folks at Gospel Assembly, and all of the 50 very special children at Gospel Assembly Children’s Home.  What a powerful time we had during the three day Beholding His Glory Pastor’s Conference and the four day series of two-a-day Gospel Services. I always look forward to attending their annual meeting. Like Pastor Metin in Turkey God has His hand on Pastor Wilson’s life. Each time I am with them they both kill me with their kindness, honor, and love, what a wonderful way to go.  But at the same time I am alive God is killing me.  This year while in India according to the doctors, I picked up a bladder infection and coupled with the very uncommon 20 degree increase in the local weather I got sick.  I will not go into the details, but Pastor Wilson, especially Pastor Julian his son, all of his family laid their lives down for me. God truly was merciful and gracious to me through them.  

    
As I said earlier God is good at making us eat our words.  During the Pastor’s Conference (where we had 116 Pastors) I was sharing on Spiritual Principles for Righteous Living:  Four Anchors of God (taken from Exodus 13:21-22) and how God, “ . . . will allure her (us), and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her.”  (Hosea 2:14)  How God will take us into the wilderness (troubles, tough times, and difficult circumstances and situations in our lives) so that He can get us alone and answer our questions, so He can teach us how He operates and how He moves.  God must be able to bring us into straight and narrow places so that we will be able to learn those lessons He has for us.  If God cannot bring us into some troubles and tough times then He will not be able to use us, because spiritual growth and development in our lives happens not in the well-watered times of plenty, but in seemingly dry times of lack is where we learn, “ . . . man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.” (Deuteronomy 8:3) It is in these wilderness experiences God has for us is where we are conformed into the character and image of His dear and precious Son Jesus Christ.  And as we learn the lessons we need to learn God will bring us up from the wilderness, “Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning on her beloved?” (Song of Solomon 8:5)  It is nice to know God does not leave us alone in troubles and in tough times, but He goes before us (Anchor 1),  He is leading (Anchor 2), He provides a light in darkness (Anchor 3), and He takes not always from us (Anchor 4) which speaks of His ever faithfulness to us. The wilderness is the only place God can teach us (His beloved) to lean on Him.  This is a critical lesson God must be able to work in our lives.  How comforting it is to us when we are in troubles and in tough times and God speaks comfort to us.  

As I travel in ministry one of the last things I do before I leave is to have a time of prayer with my mother and Karen “my sweetheart.” As my mother prays often she will say, “I will come and go as planned.”  I will pack these words deep down in my spirit and keep them before me during tough times and in troubles on my trip.  When problems arise and it seems things are spinning out of control I shoot a quick prayer or beseech the Father and in my spirit rings loud and clear, “You will come and go as planned My son.”  How comforting to hear these words.  When I got sick in India it was these words that I went in.  It was these words, “You will come and go as planned My son” that strengthened me enough to stand and deliver session after session in the Pastor’s Conference and message after message during the Gospel meetings.  It is the words God speaks to us we are to hold deep in our spirit.  Like, “I will never leave thee or forsake thee.”  It is the words of comfort God speaks to us in the wilderness we are to live by.  And as God said, I came and even went home early to my wonderful family.  

Brethren let us allow God to work in our lives through His loving dealings and judgments.  Let us allow God to allure us into the wilderness so that He can speak words of comfort, for surely in the wilderness God promises He will speak comfort to us. My friend let us be willing to walk this wilderness way, His everlasting way so that we will learn of Him and the lessons we need to learn so that we will be able to be used of Him.  For in God speaking is all we need; faith is contained, strength is contained, peace, endurance and perseverance, and yes even comfort is contained in God speaking to us.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM SARAH:
    To Know and Not Say

“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”  (Luke 16:19-31)   

This story isn’t about a guy going to hell as some sort of punishment for being “rich.”  It’s about a man “rich” in worldly lust and distractions that, during his lifetime, ignored all hope he had to share his life and eternity with a loving Father. Once he died his eternal distress and sorrow was all he had left to overwhelm his attention. He had now left behind those earthly distractions that caused him to ignore Gods calling out to him and was no longer blind to those calls, he had once received. There are many things that keep us denying God and justifying ourselves for a life spent in rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Let’s not forget the poor man, Lazarus. He did not spend eternity with God because he was “poor” as if some kind of reward for living a life full of suffering. He was a different kind of poor, poor in spirit, lowly and meek.  Luke 6:20-21, “And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled.  Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh.”  And Matthew 5:3, 5-6, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.  He saw his need for God in his earthly life, though he too had a distraction to overcome, his illnesses. Although this man was more spiritually minded in his own life he was also aware of Gods calling out to the rich man. That is why he desired to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. He was no fool, though blessed in a rich relationship with his heavenly father; he was not blessed with great health. He wasn’t perfect either and was envious of all the excess in goodness God was giving the rich man, who was so obviously wasting in exchange for fulfilling the lusts of his heart. Why was God so after a man who cared nothing for Him in return?  Matthew 18:11-13, “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray.”  Every life is precious to God and He is after every man though many care nothing for Him in return. 

The “poor beggar” is a picture of a Christian who lives on this earth. Many think once they become a Christian it guarantees them a free ride to a life of ease full of blessings from God. God doesn’t promise any such thing. He does promise to walk with you through life’s trials, comforting all the way. A promise He has personally fulfilled for me over and over. I doubt you can find any such promise from another person on this earth, who I’m sure, has let you down time and time again. 

I once asked my husband why God didn’t create us all to follow Him, perfectly, from the very beginning. Create us all without sin eliminating the battling between Him and what we want to hold on to in this world. My Dan so wisely answered me in a way that gave my heart peace and a little understanding into such a mystery. He said: “God doesn’t want a bunch of robots blindly following Him; He wants those that love him in return.” How can we love Him in return if we aren’t willing to go the distance for Him? How do you show someone you love them? With your dedication.

Lazarus may not have literally been “full of sores, And desired to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table.” I don’t know. The point was he was suffering in this world all for the sake of obtaining an intimate communion with the Lord. Yes he may have had times of envy and even extreme loneliness but he would not let that uproot his faith in his heavenly Father.  Matthew 5:4, “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.”   

We live in a world full of self gratification and that is why it has been so hard to let go and give into any call by Jesus you may have received in your own heart. Abraham told the rich man, after asking for Lazarus to be sent to his brethren thinking they would need to see something beyond to get their attention. “They have Moses and the prophets” to hear the truth spoken to his brethren still on earth. Jesus has given a way for you to hear the truth also, so how can I know such a thing and not share it with you? Just because you don’t believe something that doesn’t mean it isn’t true. As long as we are in this quickly passing life there is still hope for a relationship with Jesus and the availability to spend eternity with him.  James 4:14, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  But once this world you have left behind, that hope to trust in him will no longer be made available to you. Take advantage of His goodness to you before it’s too late.  Written by Sarah Stahl.
POETRY CORNER:

                THE CALL

              By John Stahl Jr.
Deep in the secret parts of a being

Is an inexorable ache untold,

Not satisfied by those things seen,

Nor heralding from the soul.

Tis not discerned by reasons of mind,

But is strictly a matter of heart,

Too evasive and subtle for the human kind,

Makes fools out of the smart.

What is this ache, this hunger unfed,

With which we must contend,

Which calls and gnaws and goes unsaid,

Seeking withal a satisfied end?

Tis the call deep unto deep,

As it were from ages gone by,

When mortal in the bosom divine did sleep,

Imbued with the life from on high.

Alas! This life did quickly wane,

As sin did rip and tear,

The fabric torn, the life left bane;

Still, the divine doth man yet bear.

In heart this image divine we wear;

Tis expression it’s seeking to give,

Covered and marred with the earthly drear,

Seeking its source that it might live.

The source that it seeks – the cross –

Energizes the image to grow,

Releasing to the top, first dross,

Revealing beneath His image – I know.

This ache, this hunger, this call 

That beats in our breast say and night,

Is sated and answered to all

In the power of His glorious might.

DEAR FRIENDS:


One of the most confusing times for a Believer, who God has been using in ministry, is when God changes His direction for them. We as humans do not handle change well. And I would add the more God uses us, in whatever area of ministry, the harder it is for us to let go of what we have been doing for God. Now please understand I am not talking about change because of sin or we have missed the mark, but I am talking about change from one area of God’s will to another area of God’s will for our lives.  We have a hard time adjusting to this change because we believe our lives, both in and out of ministry, are defined in God by our ministry or gifts.  Well my Friend this is so far from the truth. Ministry is often equated with pastoring, preaching, teaching, travelling the world sharing the Gospel, being a Deacon, Elder, or even singing in the choir.  No my friend ministry is much more then these. Ministry is not an end, but a means for God to be able to work in our lives. Ministry is to soften our heart.  Ministry is to give us a greater understanding and knowledge of God  as He imparts to us a Fatherly expression of His love for those in the   world who are lost.  Remember Jesus did not come to save the world, but He did come to save those in the world that are lost, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke 19:10)

My teacher Charles Haun always said, “we are to be poured out from vessel to vessel in ministry and the greatest thing we can do for God is to write down things God has done for us and then share them with people.”  The work of ministering is to affect our heart and not to do things for God.   


As I waited before the Lord one morning back in January I felt the Lord speaking to my spirit, “Do you love me more than the ministry I have given you?”  I was shocked.  I thought the Lord knew all things.  I thought the Lord knew my heart and how I enjoy so   travelling to minister this wondrous good news of the Gospel. Well He does, He was just showing me my heart and preparing me maybe for a change in direction in ministry for BHG. I thought, which ministry is more important to God; travelling around the world sharing the Gospel or caring for my aging parents and family? Never forget in God is does not matter what you do, but how you do it.  Do you do things for the right reason and with the right motives?  Time will tell of what God desires for us (Karen and I) and BHG. Will we continue to travel or stay at home, write the three books yet unfinished, and sharing with local churches and our family?  I do not know.  But rest assured, no matter the task ahead we can stand in God believing we had done our best for Him in the past and know that He has called us into His service to do whosoever He needs us to do.



Dear Friend rejoice and again I say rejoice when God changes your direction, you have qualified for something better. The call of God is always to virtue and to come up a little higher and closer.  Now this will happen in our lives if we remember the way up is really down.  “Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.” (Psalms 42:7) “Deep calleth unto deep” and deep in God is down.   
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania.  $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya.
5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and the radio station project in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


April:   Local ministry

May:  Kenya
          June:  Local Ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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