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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  For the last few months we have been looking at the critical need for us to make correct adjustments to God’s leading and drawing in our lives.  Sadly we are taught all we have to do is ask Jesus to forgive us of our sins (and He will) and everything will take care of its self, a seemingly autopilot to Heaven.  God will do all of the work and make all of the required changes needed in our lives to enable us to live a holy and  righteousness life, well my friend this is extremely wrong thinking from wrong denominational teaching.  Now it is true we cannot earn our salvation Jesus gave His life for that, but in God everything we get from Him will cost us something.  And the greater spiritual significance in God, the more costly the price we will pay for receiving it. God always works at the same measure.  Now God is after changes in our nature and character so that we can be conformed into the image (icon) of His dear sweet Son Jesus Christ, not what we can do or say for Him.  Again this working to get something from God is religious and denominational based theology that leads to a man-centered religion.  

It is our adjustment to God’s will and plan for our lives that allows us to move correctly in God, hence a greater understanding and knowing of God is produced in us.  If this understanding is not produced in us then we will never be able to come to the plan and purpose God has created us for.  We are in His plan, we were created to fulfil His purpose, we are His workmanship (Ephesians 2:10).  He is the potter and we are the clay.  Clay does not talk back.  It can be no other way and God still be God. We must learn to submit and abide under the mighty hand of God.  This requirement of needing to know God is the essence of our “life eternal,” as Jesus taught in John 17:3 “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3) if this is not true then all we do for God is a waste.   

Spiritual growth and development in us is NOT so we can do mighty miracles, have a super secret connection with God, or do good works for God, but to know Him ever the more so we will be able to know or discern between both good and evil. Many Christians today do mighty miracles and great works for God, but do not know Him. We see this troubling truth revealed in Matthew 7:22-23, “Many (Christians) will say to me in that day (Great White Judgment), Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  (Matthew 7:22-23) Without making these righteous adjustments we will be left to our own devices, desires, and ways (we would have no other choice or option), but God’s goal in our spiritual growth and maturity is to teach us in simplicity and lowliness of spirit the difference between good and evil.  Please listen to what the writer of Hebrews (I believe to be Paul) wrote to the Church in Rome, “But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  (Hebrews 5:14)  When we are of a “full age,” Strong’s #5046,  brought to its end, finished wanting nothing necessary to completeness, or perfect.  When God has finished with us we will be “perfect” selfless (Matthew 5:48).  When God is able to bring us to completeness we will be broken and useful lacking nothing.  Completeness in God will allow us to know (discern) both good and evil.  Often times we think the opposite of good is evil and we will know evil when we see good in action, but not so in God.  Today in the church we are quick to recite, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”  (Romans 8:28)  however, the “good” from God’s perspective that is being “worked together” we would call bad.  Our wondrous walk in knowing God is always from His perspective, we must learn this principle.  John Wright Follette said, God is taking him to Heaven (a good place) through Hell (a bad place of troubles and woes), but without the troubles and woes being a servant in Follette’s life he will not be able to allow God to work in his life.  As we come to know God more and more He will be able to reveal His differences between good and evil to us.  We will be able to see things from God’s perspective which makes all of the difference in the world. More next month on needing to know God for our spiritual growth and development.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
   Built by the Whole Counsel of God
A church built on only the message of God’s love and grace will not produce spiritual growth and development in their people. A steady diet of messages of God’s love and grace will and can only produces babes in God who have no understanding of how God works in their lives. I have seen this for years in churches all over the world. Their understandings of God’s ways are strange and foreign and thus they reject God and His ways with no desire for spiritual growth. Aversion to pain and suffering is the number one obstacle to spiritual growth in our lives.  It hurts when God begins to work in our lives. The message of only love and grace rejects the lowering God brings to our understanding and the need for God to be able to judge us in areas that need Him to shine His holy light on. To really be saved, I feel we must be brought to an awareness to what sin has wrought in our lives and the world.  And, for this to happen we must be devastated.  Saying the sinner’s prayer is not enough.  The church is full of people who have never really been saved, because of the sinner’s prayer. Understanding the damage that sin does in our lives, will kill us, but that is okay this God’s plan too.  

There must be a desire built in us for the things of God or we will never possess them.  God must be able to work in our lives beyond our emotions and feelings. My friend, it is in troubles, great adversities, and difficulties in which our hearts are settled allowing conviction, perseverance, and endurance “. . . as a good soldier (sailor for me) of Jesus Christ.” (2 Timothy 2:3), to be developed in us.  This is why there is no dedication or commitment to the house of God and His people in most churches in America.  The message and thinking is: no matter what I do or say, God loves me (this is true), He will forgive me (and this also is true), and there is no consequences for my words and actions (now this is not true).  True salvation comes from our awareness for our need for God and repentance, turning from our sin. As wonderful as it is, just loving God and Him loving us will not do it without repentance. The message of only love and grace will not build in us a place to hold God’s glory and character. These are built in us as we experience loss to our selfish desires, motives and intentions that are not of God. And as we endure His refining fire and as our infirmities are pruned there is built within us a place to behold God’s glory.  And if we can allow this to happen there will be a “place by Him” (Exodus33:21) we can stand, a place where we are established out from a steadfast heart, a place where God can build in us His character and nature. This, my friend, reflects one that is functioning and operating in God out from an established heart in spite of adversities and sorrows in their lives. When troubles arise, those being raised on messages of only God’s love and grace, cannot stand because they do not have the strength that is worked in them from the whole counsel of God (please see Luke 7:30, Acts 2:21, especially Acts 20:27, and Hebrews 6:17) to lean on. The counsel of God is (Strong’s #1012 to #1014) to have a deliberate purpose, to be mindful, or a willing affection or desire to endure pain and suffering to see something come to pass. It is a total message that lacks nothing; which enables the hearer to come to completion or reach their purpose.  It is comprised with all of God’s nature and character and not just His love and grace. God’s wisdom, His mercy, His judgment, His wrath, His longsuffering, and so much more.  Oh my friend please do not misunderstand me. I know the elements of love and grace is critical to the wonderful message of the Gospel of our precious Savior Jesus Christ, but one part of the total message is not greater then another, and no part of the message must be sacrificed over another. It must be the death, burial, and resurrection of the cross of Christ for it to be the message of the cross, the glorious Gospel.  It must be the whole counsel of God and not just love and grace. God’s judgment and wrath must be apart of the message as His love and grace is.  If not, maturity will not happen in a Believer’s life and they will continue to stumble and fall out of the way God has for them.   

 Now my message which is the message of the cross, (“For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:17-18)), does not provide me many speaking opportunities in the United States, it is not the message the church in the United States wants to hear, but the message of the cross does extremely well outside the borders.  And why, the church outside America knows the truth. The church, outside the shorelines of America, is really serious about the word of God for they use it daily to survive.  They cannot afford to play around at church for their very life often is on the line.  That is okay with me if my message is not received by the masses, why even the message of Jesus, the disciples, and so many other godly men through the ages have had their message ignored and shunned.  That is okay with me for I am not trying to please you, but God; “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”  (Galatians 1:10) 

We must come to a place in God were we desire to grow spiritually.  This is a willful choice we must make.  I have many Christian friends who have no desire for the deeper things of God, for the whole counsel of God.  They attend church, sing songs, even pay tithes, and then go home feeling good, but never once allowing the Holy Spirit to reach deep into their heart (a call deep unto deep, Psalms 42:7) and touch their inner man. We must willfully choose to separate ourselves from the world and its ways, and from the desires and affections of this world. Paul teaches us, “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (Hebrews 5:12-14)  All of Paul’s letters to the churches he wrote and visited had a central theme, a critical need for spiritual growth and development.  For this to happen God must be allowed to reveal our innermost thoughts and our heart condition to us.  I am always amazed this theme is so easily over looked, but when you think about it we really do not want God to show us our heart as it really is.  We do not want God to reveal how much we are not like Jesus Christ. After all it is easier to work for God then to become like Him.

We will never grow spiritually if we are built on music, church activities, and programs that do not have direct application to the Gospel message.  Pew after pew is dotted with hymnals now collecting dust. Why, because most churches have gone to a worldly, contemporary, self-seeking beat that stirs our emotions and feelings. Gone are the traditional hymns that the church was built and founded on. Now it is all feel good music; Vineyard, Hosanna Maranatha, and etc. songs that move our feet, hands, emotions, and feelings trying to feel God.  God come and make me feel good, well  . . . this my friend is not the way God operates, but we still go through the motions every time we go to church.  We sing songs with words like, “make me and break me” and “purify my heart.”  Unless we are strengthened in the inward man God cannot do this, it would destroy us.  Our words reflect our presumption, just how far we really are from God, and how much we really do not know about Him. We really do not want God to have to break us and purify our hearts it is a horrible and fearful thing. You can ask Job, Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Paul, even Jesus Christ. We must have the ability in God to judge ourselves, to discern spiritually, and see the great need to change and move towards righteousness and holiness.  I am afraid we have confused worshiping God “in spirit and truth” with our feelings and emotions. One thing for sure; if the world and the masses in churches go after this ungodly style of music, God is not involved with it.  It often seems like we are trying to pump ourselves up or seek for a feeling that we believe will take us to God.  If I can just hear my favorite song I can make my approach to God, well . . .  this can never be.  We make our approach to God not in words or songs, but by our spirit connecting with His Spirit, in our truth, and through our obedience. Always remember if the world likes it, God does not.  In Corinthians Paul shares, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-2) Paul said that in the sight of God, their words sounded like sounding of brass or a tinkling cymbal. This was not what they were hearing, but what God was hearing.  God was hearing confusion and noise.  But please notice that “I am nothing.”  It is not that the gift is nothing, rather “I” am nothing. What a wonderful place in God when we see ourselves as nothing.  We may have all of the gifts, properly motivated by the love of God, but if there is not a disciplined spirit to go along with them, they will not be able to accomplish their purposes. What is a disciplined spirit? This is a military term.  Paul often used military terms people he spoke to could relate to them. The word here is used in connection with a General who has been disciplined in order to give discipline.  He himself is under discipline so that the authority he now exercises will have a credibility and authority not of his own making.  One may have both power and love, but unless there is a disciplined spirit behind them, they will accomplish little. And this disciplined spirit is developed in us when we hear and receive the whole counsel of God and allow God to work in our lives.

It takes more then love and grace to become mature, to become “of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” Most Christians today do not know good from evil, their senses have not been exercised.  They do not have a spiritual ability within themselves to judge themselves or spiritual matters.  How do we exercise our senses?  We do not, God does.  It is not a trial and error process as many would say. Oh no, it is God working in our lives through His dealings, judgments, while bringing us into very narrow restrictions and limitations so that we will be able to function and operate with Him.  For us to endure “His workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10) we must be built on the whole counsel of God.  His purpose is for us to grow spiritually to move from milk to meat, to grow from a babe to “full age” and this will happen when we develop a disciplined spirit and desire to answer the call from the depths of our spirit.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

            Looking Good for God
Dave and I were sitting in an airport waiting for our flight when a young woman and her mother sat down opposite us.  The young gal was maybe early 20s, the mother middle to late 40s.  The Mom was trying hard to recapture her youth with her tight clothes and low cut shirt.  In this youth obsessed culture of ours I have to say enough is enough!!  When we reach a certain age we need to understand we must age gracefully and not try to avoid something that God has ordained, like growing old, to happen in our lives.  Its crazy how people are so obsessed with their looks.  If God wanted us to look eternally 25 years old, He could have done it that way.  It would not be a problem for Him to accomplish this small feat.  We age inside and out for a reason.  For crying out loud let go of the mirror!!  Be clean and well groomed, but quit fussing over lost youth.  To you Moms that want to look younger than your daughter – you are not in competition with your daughter, it is her time to shine you had your chance get over it and move into a full age.  Daughters are supposed to be younger and prettier than their Moms, our job as Mothers are to make sure they grow up knowing the Lord and certainly to know right from wrong and to know good and evil.  The writer of Hebrews tells us when we become of a “full age” or mature we are to have the ability to know the difference between good and evil, right and wrong, “But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  (Hebrews 5:14) Moms are to be a wealth of Godly knowledge of wisdom and understanding to instruct their daughters so that they will grow up in God and not the world. The Lord is more concerned with our inner man than our outer man. “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel, ”But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”  (1 Peter 3:3-4)  You know it used to be ladies had one nice dress for Church and that was it.  Maybe in some poorer cultures it is like that today.  Do not even get me started on the ladies on Christian TV with their perfect hair, heavy make-up, long saloned sculptured nails, and a different out-fit for every time they are before the camera.  Some of them, quite frankly, look and act like prostitutes.  Do not mistake them for being successful in God they are not.  Do you want to know what a Godly woman looks like – remember Mother Theresa?  She was adorned with a meek and quiet spirit.  She dressed simply, granted she wore a Nun’s habit, but it was simple habit.  Mother Teresa was not flashy and certainly not trashy, but she was Godly and operated with great power from God. She understood service to God and man.  Everything she touched God prospered and was brought to the intention God had purposed and planned.  Upon her death the world, from the greatest to the least, stopped and mourned her passing.  God please forgive us for being so shallow.          

Ladies let us worry more about the inner man not the outer.  Let us strive for the “meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight of God great price.”  Throw out those woman’s magazines, turn off those make-me-over shows, and read your Bible – it is much better for you and will help ensure the success of your daughter and family.  Remember the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

How Sweet His Way

By Robert F. Lowery

After work and toil of busy days,

How sweet at last be home –

To relax and share family’s care,

Stead going it alone.

How sweet it is to take the time

To meditate and ponder

Upon my lists of given gifts

Bestowed by “Him” up yonder.

I’m reaching for that longer for goal,

I ask His help, endeavor –
How sweet it is to know this is

His master plan forever.

How sweet indeed this humble view

Of truth, when honesty transpires;

To love and share His ready care,

Obedient to His desires.

When trial and error beset me

Along tribulation’s road,

Sweet indeed it is, this plan of His –

When I ask, He’ll ease the load.

How sweet it is to do His will

Instead of mine each day.

So much reward comes from my Lord,

Doing my things, His way.

DEAR FRIENDS:

Karen and I travelled to Kenya back in May, what a rich and full time of ministry we had.  Joseph and Faith Mutua took great care of us, their six star home hotel fed us up both with food, Spirit, and love.  But, while in Kenya this thought kept running through my mind; the concept of Jesus being our Saviour vice Jesus being Lord of our life. It is one thing to say we have Jesus, but it is a different and far better thing to say Jesus has us.  In Thika, Kenya I taught a BHG Conference on the “Four Anchors of God” and expressed this thought by saying it is good for us to hold on to these four anchors in storms and troubles, but it is far better for these four anchors to hold us in troubles and storms in our lives.  In God His things are designed not for us to hold on to them, but to allow them to hold us.  We do not have the strength to hold to God unless He can strengthen us in the inward man. We sing in the church, let us hold on to God’s unchanging hand.  I do not know about you, but it has been my experience over these 47 years of being a Believer, God’s hands often change. It is one thing to say Jesus is our saviour, but it is a different and deeper thought and confession to say Jesus is our Lord.  Sadly most Christians see Jesus as only their saviour who will deliver them from sins and our problems in life and then some day take them to heaven in the sweet by and by. If this is your revelation of Jesus it is okay for now (as a babe in the Lord), but God has much more to teach you about the requirements your must meet to qualify to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Always remember, the things we get from God will cost us something. The deeper and weightier the things of God we receive from Him the more it will cost us, even unto our very life. But this is God’s intention for our life.  Jesus said, “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” (Matthew 16:25)   It matters how we see Jesus.   How John the Baptist saw Jesus cost him his ministry and life.  In John we read, “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”  (John 1:29)  Here John saw Jesus only as the “Lamb of God” not the Messiah or the Anointed one.  This is why John ended up in prison and lost his head.  “Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?” (John 11:2-3)  John never saw Jesus for who He is, the son of God and Lord of Lords. 
My friend the Bible teaches we are to submit to Jesus’ authority.  Jesus is to be the Lord of our lives, not only our saviour. We are to submit to His complete authority in our lives whereby He rules and reigns over our will and desires in our lives.  Without this correct revelation of God we too will end up like John and come short of what God has for us.  Brethren let us come to the truth about Jesus, He is our Lord and as Lord He desires to sit on the throne of our heart. 

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania.  $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  
5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

           August:  Romania and Bulgaria


 September:  Tanzania

 October:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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