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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we saw last week when the Lord comes to minister to us He can only minister to the glory that He has been able to work in our lives and to the life of God He has been able to work in us.  For God to be able to work His life into us He must be able to create in us a place to work.  It is in the creating of this place we fall short of the glory of God.  This place that is created in us is developed as we experience and endure loss in our lives.  Out from the loss to our selfishness, pride, ambition, self-seeking even our health and finances God is able create a place to work in our lives.    David prayed to God, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”  (Psalms 51:10)  He knew the secret to God working in our lives.   He knew the work of God in our lives come out of suffering loss for His sake.  And he valued the work that only God could do in His heart.  David learned this spiritual truth with every step he took as he ran for his very life and as he hid in cave after cave from King Saul.  In Psalms David also said,  “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 14For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.”  (Psalms 103:13-14) I wonder how David learned this truth?  He learned this as he allowed God to work in his life.  Paul too knew this spiritual truth of God working in us as we experience and endure loss in our lives, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches (in our impudence, pride, haughtiness), in necessities (in calamity, distress, straits), in persecutions (to make to run or flee, put to flight, drive away), in distresses (in narrowness of place, a narrow place)  for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  (2 Corinthians 12:10)  Paul knew if God could create a place in him through His dealings and judgments, “in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses,” and if he  could experience and endure loss,  “when I am weak” then God could create a place in him to built His life  in him, “for when I am weak, then am I strong.” Only when we allow God to work in our lives can God built His life in us.  Please notice where God’s work happens in our lives “in infirmities,  reproaches, necessities, persecutions, and in distresses” they are not in times of plenty and abundance, oh no my friend but in hard times.  Oh how I hate to know this truth.   How my flesh wants to deny this truth and try to get God to work in me in other ways. Sadly many Christians try to get God to work in their lives through other means and when He does not they fall away are get off track blaming God for not loving them.  While all the time it was the Christian who failed in allowing God to minister to them.  Brethren we must be careful and not reject God’s tools and means of ministering His life to us.  

Let us consider this thought: If God is going after something in our lives it is because we hold this area or thing more valuable then God.  Remember, God “knoweth our frame,” He made us.  God knows everything we will ever say and do for Him or not say and do for Him.  God knows these things.  And He knows what we hold near and dear to our motives, desires, heart, and self-life.  If whatever we hold near and dear is not built on God, He must pull it down in our thinking and heart.  It is not God does not want us to have it, but He knows He can not trust us with it. Many Christians pray for money.  Strange those who do not pray for money God seems to be able to bless them abundantly and overflowing. Why? God can trust them with large amounts of money, not to get them off track.  You see these Christians see no value in the money, but they see the value in the one who provides the money.  If there is something God is going after in your life, rest in knowing God must be able to get it, if you desire to come to purpose and to God’s plan for your life and it is a most dangerous area that you cannot handle on your own. It is an area you must suffer loss so that you can become weak and He can become strong.  More next month as we continue to look beholding His glory and as we behold His glory we will be changed into whatsoever we behold.
ARTICLE REVIEW:

               As a Mustard Seed
The longer we walk with the Lord and are conformed into His image (Roman 8:29) the more God must be able to develop within us an understanding for how He operates and functions.  Until this begins to happen we will always see things from an earthly perspective and according to our carnal thoughts. Our mind and understanding will not be from the mind of Christ. Paul taught, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” (Philippians 2:5) My friend this is a critical truth God must be able to work in our lives if we are going to be able to move with Him.  God must be able to train us to take off thinking and ways of the world and our self so that we can put on God’s ways and thinking.  Never forget, we must first take off to put on.  The more of the world and our self we can take off the more of God we can put on, no more no less.  For example, the world thinks it is “the big areas of sin” in our lives where we miss the mark and come short of God’s glory that is most important to God.  Most when they think about sin they check out the 10 Commandments to see if they have done wrong before God. Well now the 10 Commandments are important and we must keep them, but God does not have His eyes alone on the big areas in our lives.  Oh no my friend, God’s focus is on sin in our lives and most often it is the small little areas. As a matter of fact the smaller the area or issue in our lives the more God scrutinizes it and us.  You see God knows if we are faithful in the least, in the little areas in our lives then we will be faithful in the big areas. “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.” (Luke 16:10)  Our perception of how God functions and operates is skewed and only God through His dealings and judgments, by His Holy Spirit, can redirect and refocus our thinking and perceptions.  Another example of this skewed thinking is small words.  We go after big words with oceans of meaning and thought, but not true in the Bible.  It is the small words that have the greatest impact in our spiritual development and maturity. Take the most important word in the Bible, the word “if.”  The word “if” sets the condition for all you shall receive from God.  In Isaiah we see this spiritual principle in operation, “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”  (Isaiah 1:19-20)  “If” you do this, then you shall receive this.  “If you be willing and obedient (condition) ye shall eat the good of the land:” (reward)  In all we do for God there is a reward waiting for us at the end of the day. Now remember a reward can either be good or bad and is always something we earn out from out behavior.  It may be a good reward like “ye shall eat the good of the land:” or it may be a bad reward like “ye shall be devoured with the sword:,” but at any rate it will be our reward based on our actions and behavior.  It is strange we focus on the reward while God focuses on whether or not we have met the condition.  Brethren, let us focus on the same thing God focuses on.  Let us have the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Another small word in the Bible that has significant impact in out lives is the word, “as.”  The word “as” is a simile, it sets the stage for a comparison to what degree between two things, but not an amount. The word “as” is always measuring and evaluating something in comparison to something else.  How we must do this in our lives.  We must have within us the ability in God to measure and evaluate things we touch on a day-to-day basis. We must have within us the ability to measure things that are holy compared against those things that are unholy so that we will be able to separate ourselves from the unholy and unrighteous things and flow with the righteous and holy things.  John shares in 1 John, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)  Please notice, “if we walk in the light” here again is the “if - then relationship” I discussed earlier now coupled with the “as” comparison, “as he is in the light.” So, “If we walk in the light” (our choice and condition for Godly fellowship) “as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another” (reward).  Also notice we are to “walk in the light, as he (Christ) is in the light” not as we think we need to walk in the light.  Sadly today in the Church many Christians do not walk in the light as Christ walked in the light so too this is why there is not Godly “fellowship one with other.” Godly fellowship and all ministry always comes out of Godly relationships between people that are walking in the light as Christ walked in the light.  Let us strive to walk in the light, not as we think we ought to walk, but as Christ walked in the light then and only then will there be Godly, “fellowship one with another.” What a wonderful change we would discover in ourselves and in every relationship we have if we would walk in the light as Christ walked in he light.  Another verse (and my favorite that uses “as” to teach us more about Him) in found in Matthew.  “And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.”  (Matthew 17:20)  I do not know how many messages I have heard on this verse and almost all of them makes the comparison of the little mustard seed to the size of faith we need to make mountains, “Remove hence to yonder place;”  I will be honest the thought of little faith never really made sense to me.  Faith can not be measured in size, but in God’s ability and outcome. Faith is not ours it is God’s and He must give it to us to be able to function with it in Him.  All that we get from God is given to us.  We can not work things of God up or claim something of God, oh no my friend they must be given to us or we will never be able to receive them.  There is a spiritual principle moving here, we receive from God not take.  This is a mind set and a way of life. Everything we get, everything that touches our lives comes from God.  If not then He would not be God and another power would have control in our lives in some areas.  For God to be able to bring us to victory, we must see God as the only one in absolute control of our lives. Even the birds and the flowers understand this principle (Matthew 6:25-30) they just joyfully receive whatsoever God gives them. I wonder why man is trying to take and claim things that are owned by God? Since the Book of Genesis man has been trying to claim and take things that are not his and today this thinking continues out from wrong doctrine from the word of faith and prosperity teaching misrepresentation of the truth and twisting the scriptures to their shame.   

Brethren let us, “have faith as a grain of mustard seed.” Now when Jesus said this every farmer present in the crowd knew exactly what Jesus was talking about. They knew how that little mustard seed could grow every here.  Like weeds it is extremely pervasive once planted on the ground it takes off and grows everywhere. Under rocks in the cracks and crevices it over takes whatever is growing. As a matter of fact the mustard seed is hated by farmers, it will take over a field and nothing can stop it.  Once the seed takes root, the field is only good for growing mustard plants.  Even if you plow under the field, some small seeds always escape and grow next year.  Jesus was saying we must receive faith from God and allow it to overtake any problem or situation in our live and then and only then, “nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Jesus was not talking about the size, but the character of the mustard seed.  Jesus was telling the folks that they must believe in God like the pervasiveness (character) of the mustard seed then and only then, “and nothing shall be impossible unto you.”  Brethren please do not miss this critical point, if you do you will be depending on the size of the mustard seed and not the character and ability of God. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

Karen will not be adding something this month, but remember the best is yet t come.
POETRY CORNER:
               Informal Ways
       By John Wright Follette
God comes to me in such informal ways.
Not always does He wear a priestly robe
With trapping of ecclesiastic art.

I do not always find Him in a creed

So tight in definition and in form

There is no place for His creative life.

The nicely chosen words which seek to tell

The mystery and wonder of His name.

Distract me and I lose the One I seek

In mazes of sheer rhetoric and words.

How wonderful that He should seek to come,
Not in some worn out creed and church’s lore,
Nor in the pattern that I make myself.

He suddenly appears along the way
In shinning swords of grass which push their way
In subtle breath of apple blossoms fair;

Through unresponsive clods of silent earth.

How can I see a creation in some mood

And not feel God and see Him very near?

I wonder at the mystery of life.
And as I see a helpless, little babe

With hands upon the circle of the breast

And mouth pressed close for this its very life,
More eloquent no sermon e’er could be.

God comes and stands close by my very side,

And something of this mystery I see.

A single leaf all ripe ad falling from a tree

Now finds a quiet resting place I earth.

My heart is hushed, my spirit bows to God.

For lo! I find Him even here to show

In simple from the ministry of death.

Sometimes He comes in such delightful moods.

DEAR FRIENDS:


 Back in Dec 06 Karen and I travelled to Romania and had plans to go on to Silistra, Bulgaria to visit Pastors Yanko and Niki.  Now I am not sure, but I believe God often is amused when we put our plans together.  The Jewish people have a saying, “man makes plans and God laughs” maybe we provided some laugher for God on our trip.  I will not go into the horrible story, but the end result was Karen and I had our luggage lost for seven of the 13 days we travelled abroad. I will be honest I did not handle this well, but Karen was a real Saint. I guess I did enough railing at United and Lufthansa for the both of us.  In all of my years of travelling I have never lost my luggage for any significant amount time.  Now when God laughs it always costs man something.  In my case it cost me more of my selfishness.  But that is okay, the more of our selfishness and self-seeking ways we can lose the more of God we can gain. At the same measure of losing our self we shall be able to gain Christ. “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,”  (Philippians 3:7-8)  And God will use even lost luggage to expose, to us, how much of our self-life is alive and kicking. My friend we will never know “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:” and “win Christ” unless we can experience and endure “loss for Christ.”  I hear so many Christians say they want to know God and His ways, well my friend God’s ways of knowing Him is into loss, not gain. Our human nature is to want to live and add to our self, but God’s measure is adding to us while subtracting. God can add His nature and character to us only if He can get us to wilfully desire to subtract our self.  God’s ways nor His math is like ours, who would of thought God adds while subtracting? Well just read the Bible.  The less Gideon’s army grew the more powerful in God they became (Judges 7:1-6). When Joshua crossed over Jordan he had quite an army.  “About forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the LORD unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.”  (Joshua 4:13)  But when the battle started God used only seven priests to pull down the walls and to win the victory.  “And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.” (Joshua 6:6)   The list goes on. We can even see the reverse of this truth in operation; the more we handle the things of God the less of God is in operation. Great moves of God in our days (like the Azusa Street, Toronto, and Brownville revivals) diminished and went away because of man handling the manifestation of the Spirit.  The more we manipulate and orchestrate the things of God the less of God is moving. Friend, these spiritual principles are also true in our lives.  The more we can lose of our self the more of God we can gain, but the more we manipulate the things of God the less of God will be moving in our lives.  My teacher Charles Haun once said a true word from God is 90% God and 10% man.  Beloved let us not reverse the order.   

What a great loss Karen and I experienced, but what a great gain we experienced.  What grace and beauty we received from Doru, Hortensia, and Daniella their oldest daughter in Bucharest when we dropped into their lives and inconvenienced them for three days. What mercy and understanding we received and were strengthened by Pastor Nicu and Esther in Suceava.  Yes it was only a few meals and a place to stay in Bucharest. And yes it was only clothing and a very warm room they gave us in Suceava.  It was not what they gave us that delighted God, but how they gave it. They gave freely with no strings attached with no motives for wanting something in return, they gave from their heart. Thank you very much Doru, Hortensia, Daniella, Pastor Nicu, and Esther for showing what it is to be a real Christian.  In John we read, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.”  (John 21:18) The word “gird” often is translated strengthen. Another shall strengthen thee. We were truly strengthened by our Brothers and Sisters in Romania.  If you desire to be strengthened by God, well . . . God has a trip and maybe some lost luggage just for you.   
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania.  $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya.
5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Rob McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and the radio station project in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


February:  Nepal  


March:  India (projected)

April:   Local ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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