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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  This monthly study in Ephesians has really spoke to my heart and I hope yours.  The word of God will do us no good, but great harm if we do not take it  into our inward parts and allow it to strengthen us and change our natural heart condition and lives. We must allow God to change our lives and thoughts to give us a correct perspective of who He is and how He so   desperately desires for us to know Him and His ways.  Going to church will not do it.  Going to conference after conference and church after church to get prayer for healing will not do it, only coming to God with an afflicted (dealt hard with, to depress or to humble) and contrite (crushed to powder) heart, throwing ourselves on His grace and mercy quickening us so that we can come to know Him and His statutes. The psalmist experienced a similar process, “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.”  (Psalm 119:71) and “I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.”  (Psalm 119:75)  Nine times in Psalm 119 did this man (the Psalmist) ask God to quicken him or make him alive.  He sensed his need to be set free from earthly bondage and his own human weakness in order to walk with the Lord.  We too must be quickened by God for it takes nothing less than the life of God to make us able to walk with Him. When we behold His glory and allow Him to quicken us we then are able to receive of the “riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his spirit in the inner man.”  (Ephesians 3:16)           


In verse 19 we read, “And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.”  (Ephesians 3:19) Now please read that verse carefully. Paul here is asking us (like Job knew) “to know the love of Christ,” not to know Christ.  The Lord has given much to Job and had built a faithfulness in that righteous man that allowed God to put him to a most severe test.  And in the midst of that dealing, Job declared, “For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me: 17Because I was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath he covered the darkness from my face.” (Job 23:16-17) Many today in the church see the love of Christ only as Him blessing them, but this is so far from the truth.  The love of Christ is so much more than a new car, house, or a new job.  The love of Christ is seen in so many ways; the most noted is the losing of His own life (to purchase our salvation) on a cruel cross so that we may able to have the life of God dwell within us.  But the next most noted manifestation is this affliction that God brings into our lives so that we will be able to, “grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  (2 Peter 3:18)  In Isaiah we read, “And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:  21And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.”  (Isaiah 30:20-22) The Lord had no delight in giving these people (nor us) the “bread of adversity” and the “water of affliction,” but the hardness of their heart demanded it.  God does not do these things to be mean, He does them to give us life.  What did He give them?  Bread and water!, the elements and necessities of life.  He gave them life by the means of adversity and the affliction. After the Lord dealt with them, they no longer rejected their teachers, but received them and were blessed by what their teachers imparted to them.  God must quicken us so that we can learn of the love of Christ.  The  Psalmist said, “So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name. 19Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.”  (Psalm 80:18-19)  Before we can experience Christ’s love, God first must make us alive in order for us to truly call upon the name of the Lord.  Just as it takes nothing less than the life of God to walk with God, so too does it take nothing less than the life of God to call upon the name of the Lord.  It is an act out from the depths of our heart and such a call has to be born of God.  When we call on the Lord in the true biblical sense, there is no doubt in our mind what we are doing.  We literally put our life in His hands.  We are able to do so only after he quickens us. Do you need the quickening of God today?  Are you wavering?  Are you shutting out the Lord’s graciousness by certain attitudes or refusal to hear His words?  If so, you are opposing yourself and frustrating the grace of God.

  Still more next month on being strengthened in our inner man.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
         The Remembering of Christ
Our wondrous walk with the Lord is a mystery. Paul shared this truth with us, “Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,” (Romans 16:25) and “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:” (1 Corinthians 2:7).  Paul had much to say about this glorious mystery; of godliness (1 Timothy 3:16), the mystery of faith (1 Timothy 3:9), the mystery of the Gospel (Ephesians 6:19), the mystery of Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:32), and so much more.  I really like knowing I serve a God I cannot figure out.  But, our heavenly Father desires we come to know Him in an intimate way.  For us to know Him we must seize every moment to be quiet before Him to hear His voice, to commune with Him in words so that we can know each others heart, and we must study His word so that we will know the truth. Now studying is not reading nor is it browsing. Studying means studying. Paul commanded Timothy, “Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. 15Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:14-15) Studying means studying.  Always remember, the truth in the word of God is contained in the words as the precious Holy Spirit reveals the hidden mysterious hidden meaning to us. “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.”  (John 16:13)  As we study the Word of God the Holy Spirit will be able to bring to us the revelation and enlightenment of God and His ways to our understanding.  The words contain the truth and we must study the words to know the truth.  And the more we study the word of God the more we will be able to walk in unity and oneness of purpose.  This unity and purpose is a big deal to God.  Paul tells us, “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:“ (Ephesians 4:13) I wonder why the church does not seem to think it is important?  Here Paul lets us know the measuring stick for spiritual maturity in our lives;  “unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect (selfless) man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:“  David in the Psalms shares this encouragement, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”  (Psalms 133:1)  But, as I travel around the world I see the Body of Christ (the Church) divided and fractured along doctrinal and denominational lines.  Dear friends this ought not be.  In the real Lord’s Prayer (John 17) Jesus prayed, “And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”  (John 17:22-23) The word, “one” is almost always in the Bible translated “unity.” God’s heart for His children and for His Body (which is made from all of His children) is for us to be “one” body and in “one” Spirit.  Paul again helps us here, “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”  (Romans 12:4-5)  We are many people, but in reality we are to be “one” in all we do and say for God.  

This “one body” again and again is repeated (1 Corinthians 12:12, Ephesians 2:16, Ephesians 4:4, Colossians 3:15) to drive this critical point home.  Even in the example of what we call the Lord’s Supper or the Communion Table can we find this example of “one” body.”  Now I really like the Lord’s Supper example.  Not because of the symbolic meaning of the bread and wine to Christ (which is true and so wonderful), but because it is always seen and projects into a setting of strife, division, and confusion.  In 1 Corinthians 11:17-22) we find the church in great division, heresies, and strife. Paul said of the Church in Corinth, (1 Corinthians 11:17) that they gather together for the worse then the better. So like today in many churches. After sharing the Lord’s Supper (in Mark 14:22-24 and Luke 22:17-20) the Disciples learn the Shepherd will be struck that night, the sheep will be scattered, and it was so.  But the best example is in Luke were we find, during the Passover meal, there arose a strife and ambition in the Disciples, “And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them it was that should do this thing. 24And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.” (Luke 14:23-24) Yes the Communion Table is always set in great strife and division. I believe this is God’s main purpose in the Communion Table; whereby providing a coming together by which the Body of Christ can be restored back to fellowship with God and man into “one body” (the Body of Christ) and into unity. I do not believe Jesus was establishing an ordinance for the Church to follow weekly, monthly, or whenever, but used the opportunity of dining together during the Passover to teach a lesson of restoration and unity among the Brethren.  In 1 Corinthians we see this truth revealed in the word “remembrance.” I am sure the translators of the Bible had a hard time with this one.  Here in 1 Corinthians Paul uses the word “remembrance” Strong’s #364, which means a remembering.  Now I am not sure, but I would not be to surprised to learn Paul was not talking about the word “remembrance” (Strong’s #5279) which means; recall to mind or bring to remembrance as John and other Disciples often used, but a remembering or again bringing the members of the Body of Christ together into “one body,” Christ’s.  Remember, Paul was not at the original Passover meal. This could be why Paul used a different word, to convey a different meaning.   A re or again bringing the many members of the Body of Christ together into unity and oneness of purpose and effort.  “And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance (bringing the many members of the Body of Christ together into unity and oneness of purpose and effort) of me.  25After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance (bringing the many members of the Body of Christ together into unity and oneness of purpose and effort) of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:24-25).                     

Well my Brethren let our lives be the living answer to Jesus’ prayer in John 17, to come into unity as He and the Father are in unity. Let us allow God to so work in our lives that we will be able to come together as a member in the Body of Christ, to come together into unity and oneness of purpose and effort. Let us be apart of the remembering of Christ so that we will be able to do those things He has purposed us to do, if not we will have no part of His Body and His Children.      Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

              Who Wants to Die?
 
In the Book of Acts we read, “And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 11And when he was come unto us,  he took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. 12And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 21:11-13) I have always liked Paul he was one tough man.  Paul knew his time of death was soon at hand and he also knew following the Lord will would hasten his death.  We all think about dying and the older we get the more we are preoccupied of thinking about our end, but Paul was more concerned about the will of God for his life then his life. Now I would like to think that I would die peacefully or at least gracefully.  But probably, when my time is at hand, I will be kicking and screening like a crazy woman.  None if us want to die.  Many will say they are not afraid to die, well I am not sure of that. Many make grand boastings, but when it is their time I believe they will be like all of the rest of us and desire to hold on to this life as long as possible.  

On a recent flight coming into the airport there was so much turbulence I was really scared.  David reached over and we held hands.  I could see the ground and we were still a long way up in the air.  Faith flew out the window as I wondered if the engines fail would I pass out or be fully awake as the plane hurtles to earth. I was not ready to meet God that day and frankly I am not ready today.  Oh my sins are forgiven and  should I die I believe I will go to Heaven, but that day and today I have no desire to see God.  Death seems rather scary – the unknown.  Yet people die every day some to their eternal reward and some to their eternal damnation, both is our choice.  Either we play by God’s divine spiritual principles while we are alive and kicking or we send ourselves to the place of eternal separation from God, a place of gnashing of teeth, where the worm dies not, Hell.  A few years ago there was movie called Ghost where this guy is killed, but still lingers on earth to help his girlfriend avoid the same bad guy that killed him.  In one part of the movie another bad guy runs in front of a car and is instantly killed.  He sees himself dead on the car and sees the hero of the movie (who is dead also) then these dark shadowy beings come and drag the bad guy away.  Personally I think something like that is how it will be for some.  We choose our paths here on earth which in turn reveals what path we go when we die.  And I truly believe if it is not our time to go we will not.  So although none of us are really ready to die let us plod on following the Master, Jesus Christ, who showed us how to die and will lead us where we are to go in life and into death. Lastly I am reminded of the final words of Dwight Lyman Moody, one of America’s most famous Evangelist, Preacher, Bible Teacher, Publisher, and so much more.  On his death bed it is said his final words on earth were, “so this is death, welcome death.”  Let us so walk with the Lord that we will be able to welcome death the end of our earthly life and go forth into the next life God has for us.  Like Paul, let us so walk with the Lord we too will be able to say, “I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”  Then you will really know the best is still yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl

POETRY CORNER:

         47.  The will More Important Than The Feelings (page 105)

          By Francois de La Mothe-Fenelon
            From:  Fenelon’s Spiritual Letters
Feelings does not depend on yourself and love does not depend upon feelings.  Your will depends on yourself and that is what God requires of you.  Of course action must follow upon the will, but often God does not require great things of us. To regulate your household, keep your children, bear your crosses, dispense with empty pleasures or the world, indulge your pride in nothing, repress your natural haughtiness, strive to become simple, frank, lowly, to be silent, recollected, given to the life which is hid with Christ in God; these are the works which please God. 

Refuse nothing to God, and do not go forward prematurely in affairs where you do not as yet see His will.  Each day will bring its own crosses and sacrifices; when God wills you to pass into another state of things, He will prepare you for it, unconsciously to yourself.  

DEAR FRIENDS:

It is hard to believe over one fourth of 2008 will soon be over.  Back in January many of the TV and local ministries were spinning 2008 as a year of new beginnings playing on the number 8.  I think I even mentioned it too.  Now this may be true for some, 2008 may be a new beginning, but for others 2008 maybe a continuation of 2007 and even further back for others. What makes the new beginning is not the number, this is raw deception and manipulation on many ministries part, but a change of heart that changes our focus to problems and situations we daily face in life. Problems do not suddenly go away with the changing of a year, but by putting our faith and hope in God as the only one who can save of from our self and these situations we may have got our self into.  The devil and even God gets blamed for many problems in our lives, but if the truth is to be known we are our worst enemy most of the problems in our life is our fault.  Now God will allow things into our lives to show us His will and teach us His ways, but when things are all said and done the blame for most, if not all, of our problems is on us.  The devil only has the power we allow him in our lives. Flip Wilson made millions of dollars  blaming the devil for problems.  If we believe this then he is defeated and has nothing in us, but if not we open ourselves up to his devices.  Paul in the Book of Colossians Paul gives us the good news, “And having spoiled principalities and powers (both the devil and Roman rulers and leaders), he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.”  (Colossians 2:15)  If we believe this verse then we will have the faith to change our focus and see the problem for what it is – a servant of ours. But first remember, “Faith cometh by hearing a word from God. (Romans 10:17 (Greek)) We must receive a word from God for our faith to see the situation and problem correctly, then and only then will problems and situations be our servant to development us into more of the image, character, and nature of Jesus Christ.  Are we looking for deliverance or development?  What are we looking and seeking for in our troubles today? Is it deliverance or development? We may have one and not grow, or may have both and grow.   Let us first get the development and the deliverance will be ours too. Let us allow this servant to minister to us in a way no other servant can.  God ever places into our hands for the working out of the character of Christ to be duplicated in us.  Problems and troubles, if correctly used will bring us greater peace and deep surrender of spirit which nothing else can work in us. Lastly never forget, “For he who suffers most has most to give.”          

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


April: Germany and Poland maybe Czech Republic


May:     Still waiting on God


June:     Hyderabad, India

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:
http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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