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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.   How much faith do we need? Just enough to be obedient to God. Just enough to take God at His word. Just enough to be filled with all the fulness of God. Now the first two many Christians would have no problem with, but the last point well, I think many Christians would raise their eyebrows to. During Sunday School our teacher made the statement that he thought while on earth we will never be able to overcome our emotions and feelings.  For about a month now I have been mediating on his words as I held them before the Lord and must conclude his statement is false.  From our ongoing text (Ephesians 3:16-19) in verse 19, that is not what Paul’s told the Church at Ephesus, “And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” (Ephesians 3:19) How can we be “filled with all of the fulness of God” if our emotions and feelings control our thought life and acts?  Now I am not there yet (so please do not think I am beating my breast and flapping my lips boasting to gain attention), but I believe we live so far below what God expects of us and the work that Jesus did on the cross for us.  If God does not expect us to be filled with all the fullness of God then He would not have say it. God, unlike us, does not need to say things to make Himself greater in knowledge, feel better, or brighter. God’s words are settled in His sovereign nature and character.  In other words; God does not lie.  If God says something He means it and expects us to adhere to His words. Can you believe God expects for sin (just like our emotions and feelings) in our lives not to have dominion over us?  In Romans Paul shares this truth with us, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  14For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”  (Romans 6:13-14)  Now this thought of God expecting sin not to have dominion over us is a major revelation to most Christians, but sadly in our lives sin rules and reigns.  The same reason our emotions and feelings rule and reign in our lives is because we have not, “but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” We say we (I am including myself here) want to walk with the Lord and have His best for our lives, but our desires only reach our lips and our actions pale in comparison to the truth of this verse.  Back in the 60s when our family got our first TV the church strongly preached against the evils of the TV. Many Christians scoffed and laughed at the old-timers and at their strong stance against this modern entertainment box.  But as time when on and the more the TV became a common household fixture the less and less I heard of the evils and dangers of the TV.  As I reflect back the old-timers were absolutely correct.  If I go into a home and find a big wide screen TV I stop looking for God.  We all have our idols.  The bigger the TV the bigger the idol has been built in our lives.  I am sure many readers are now thinking is Pastor Dave preaching against the TV?  Well the answerer is yes. Why are we not “filled with all the fulness of God” because we are filled with the cares, worries, news, and events of the day. Most Christians read the newspaper and watch the news (here I find myself watching FOX news) religiously and never think about picking up the Bible. We have not put on the mind of Christ. We are not led by the Holy Spirit. We have not yielded our minds and hearts to the Lord so He can bring His loving dealings and judgments into our lives to teach us His ways of discipline and obedience, two words foreign to most Christians. Sadly we have yielded our “members (thoughts, emotions, feelings, abilities, skills, etc.) as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: and have not yielded “ourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” Oh God please forgive me in this area, strengthen me to be able to repent (flow in the opposite direction) and change my sinful ways.  God intends so much more for us and yet we live so far from His intentions.  I wish God would just change our minds and hearts, but strangely enough He does not.  God is after us to know Him and serve Him with (please notice) “a perfect heart” and with “a willing mind.” King David told his son Solomon, “And thou, Solomon my son,  know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.” (1 Chronicles 28:9) Who said the Old Testament is not for today?  Please notice not just a heart, but a perfect heart.  We are to serve God with a “perfect heart.”  But how can we have a perfect heart?  The same way sin is not to have dominion over us and we are to be filled with all he fulness of God, by God’s dealing and judgments in our lives. I  will be honest this message is not taught in the major religious denominations of today because they want you to be yoked with sin so they can manipulate you into a greater works religion that never reaches the heart of God.     

        Many Christians think the abundant life Jesus talks about in John 10:10 has to do with things such as cars, home, fame, and popularity, well my friend Jesus is not talking such things, Jesus is talking about deeper more important things such as peace, contentment, satisfaction, joy unspeakable, His glory filling our hearts, and so much more. Earthly things:  cars, homes, and such make us happy for a moment and this earthly joy is fleeting and soon will pass away when we see or hear of a bigger or nicer car or home than ours.  But when we allow God to work in our lives we too will be able to stand before the king and say like Ester, “if I perish I perish.”  How much faith do we need? Just enough faith to die and believe God can raise us up from the dead like He did His precious Son Jesus Christ. Now that is the real strength of God.    

  
  Next month still more on being strengthened in our inner man by God’s Spirit.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
              When God Speaks

As I travel the world I hear many Christians, (especially in America) asking God to speak to them or worse listening to them telling me what God has said about this thing or that thing and how He is going to bless them.  Seldom do I hear someone tell me God is going to curse them for their wayward life.  Now all the above may be true I am not going to dispute God speaking to someone, but when I look in the Bible God speaking to man is not a common occurrence. My friend, God is not a chatter box.  He spoke to Abram 5 times in 25 years.  After the fall of man in the Garden of Eden and sin entered the world we find God speaking even less.  After the fourth chapter of Genesis, we do not find the words, “God said” often.  Now this truth of God saying something and it coming to pass is a critical message in the word of God.  We must embrace this truth personally to be able to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord (2 Peter 3:18).  We must believe if God says something it will come to pass in our lives. This truth, this revelation must be apart of our Christian walk with the Lord. We must believe when God speaks things happen.  But, when God speaks it is not always a happy time.  I wonder why we think God speaking is always good and a blessing is to follow?  Well, if we look at the Bible most often when God speaks it is not what we call good at first, but in time we see God’s hand and plan. In Genesis God spoke and told Adam, “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: (even the tree of knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life, please see Genesis 1:29) 17But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) Here God spoke and set limits and restrictions on Adam. God’s word to us always sets limitations and restrictions on us.  “Here Adam all of this food is for you except for these two trees.”  Man still does not like to be told no or what he can do or not do.  Our selfish and self-seeking nature always wants its way.  God spoke to Noah and told him He was going to wipe man from the face of  the earth, “And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.”  (Genesis 6:13)  How would you like for God to tell you that?  But God also told Noah He would save him and his family if they limited themselves to His word, “But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee.”  Genesis 6:18) God’s salvation and life is always found in His words.  Jesus told the disciples, “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”  (John 6:63)   At the age of 75 God spoke to Abram and told him to leave his family, friends, and country. “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:” (Genesis 12:1) At the age of 100 Abraham was given a son whom through every family on earth would be blessed, but 10 years later God spoke again, “And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.“ (Genesis 22:2) God’s word to us often tempts us too, “And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.” (Genesis 22:1) We too must understand this point very well to be able to walk with God in a meaningful and mature way. God will check us out to see if our words are true and to see if He can count on us to do that which He has asked us to do.  Job, Joseph, David, his son Solomon the list goes on, when God spoke His word brought them all to the straight gate and narrow way of submission and obedience, us too.  

In the New Testament we find the same truth moving, but less often.  One of the most notable times was when Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3:16-17) But even with God the Father speaking it was not enough for Jesus to start His ministry. “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.” (Matthew 4:1-2) God’s words to us will always lead us into the wilderness so that we can learn of His life.  His words always teach us that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out from the mouth of God.  In 2 Corinthians we find another time God spoke to man. “And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  (2 Corinthians 7-10).  Here Paul was trying to get God to change His will for Paul’s life, but God wanted nothing to do with Paul’s beseeching (asking or praying).  Three times Paul tried to twist God’s arms. What a present from God, “the messenger of Satan to buffet me.” Can you believe God would do this?  God’s word to us always sees what is in our heart, for out of our mouth speaks our heart, and to what extent we will suffer for Him.  Another time God spoke to Paul through Agabus, “Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 14And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, the will of the Lord be done.”  (Acts 21:13-14)  God’s word to us always leads us to the death of our self-life and to having His will done.  Even Jesus had to submit to God’s words and will for His life, “And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.”  (Luke 14:35-36)  Jesus’ words and His intention implies He had a will that was contrary to God the Father, but God’s word to His dear precious Son moved Him to align with the will God had for man and His Son.    


When God speaks to us it is so that we may know God’s will, but what then?  When God speaks to us, it is His word to us that stir up our self-life. It is His word that reveals our lack, our infirmities, and our insufficiency. When God speaks we are exposed for what and who we really are.  Our mask is cast down and we stand naked before Him.  But at the same time God’s word is life and comfort to us. “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her.” (Hosea 2:14) When God speaks things happen this is for sure however, whether they come to pass or not depends not on God, but us. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.” (Proverbs 18:21)  My friend that is our “tongue” not God’s. We get to choose what we desire to eat out from our love of it, “Death” or “life.” With all of God’s speaking to man we find the ones who loved God and His ways always answered in obedience.  Do you hear God speaking? He is just draw near to us.  Let us program or train our ears away from the world and our self, and you will hear God speak. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

              ME ME ME ME ME 

           One of the major lessons we all need to learn as Christians is:  it is not about us, but it is about Jesus.  I viewed a DVD recently about someone’s ministry and it was a real good plug for them and their ministry, but not much of a plug for Jesus.  Friends, please it is not about where we go, what we have done, or the healings wrought by our hands.  It is about Jesus!  We need to get over our selves -- big time!  It is not about doing, it is about becoming. It is about becoming the image and character of Jesus Christ who it is all about.  It is not about “hey look what I did through my travels.”  Now I will admit most times I did not want to travel, but Dave insisted and I was glad he did because time and time again we met true humble Christian men and women who puts us Americans to shame. If we were one half as humble and contrite as these folks are indeed the kingdom of Heaven would be here on earth.  If someone is sick, point them to Jesus. Marital problems?  The answer is Jesus.  Need a job?  Jesus.  Let us keep our focus it is about Jesus, not us. Who really cares what was done through “your ministry.” If you do care you are in ministry for the wrong reason.  Jesus did not get a lot of “atta boys” and pats on the back during His ministry.  He did not have a pot to pee in never mind a fancy house, 401K, or a stock portfolio. He ended up being crucified. If we really follow Him guess where we are going?  To the cross not the “I am such a great Christian club.” Is not your ministry supposed to be about Jesus?  I cannot believe all of the people that tag on the word “ministry” after their name acting like they really did something, yet have become nothing. How vain and presumptive. We are so full of ourselves we probably make the Almighty want to puke!  How arrogant and pompous we are, “oh look what God has done through me,” it makes me sick. Well guess what, that’s your reward. Friends (if I have any left) it is about Jesus, not us. Let us keep it that way.  Remember the best is yet to come. Written by Karen Stahl.  

POETRY CORNER:

              26.  Faith in the Midst of Crosses (page 75) By Francois de La Mothe-Fenelon  From:  Fenelon’s Spiritual Letters
Everything is a cross:  I taste nothing but bitterness.  But we must bear the heaviest cross in peace; when we cannot even bear or drag it, we must abide crushed and buried beneath it.  I wish that God may spare you while giving you wherewith to suffer; it is our daily bread.  God only knows the right proportions and we must live by faith, in order to believe without seeing that God, in His mercy, proportions our trail to the aid that is within us, unknown to ourselves. 

DEAR FRIENDS:

I wonder if God is trying to get our attention with all of the fires, floods, tornados, earthquakes, and hurricanes we have had these past few years? I am not saying these devastations are from God, but I do know God’s words and I know God will use others things to get our attention. The Bible is full of both Old and New Testament examples of God using the enemies of the children of Israel to discipline and chastise them.  I wonder if God would use America’s  enemies to disciple and chastise America? I wonder if God would use natural disasters to get America and even the world back on track?  In Amos we read very sobering scriptures that could be painting a very present time pictures “Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. 9And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day: 10And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day. 11Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. 13In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. 14They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again.”  (Amos 8:8-14) During this very troubled times (like ours today) it appears the word of God did go forth, but it was the hearing (receiving, understanding, and correctly acting) of the word of God by the people that seemed to be the problem. So, God had to use other means to get their attention. I think the question for us to ponder is not about the natural disasters that have been allowed to happen by the hand of God, but why the question is why the people did not hear the word that was preached? Could it be a language barrier?  I think not, the Bible has been translated into almost every know language.  Could it be a money issue? No the church throws billions of dollars at trying to Christianize the world, when Jesus asked us to evangelize and make disciples of all nations.  Could it be a need for more people to go and share the Gospel? No I think not. Today the denominations are sending more and more missionaries sadly to places where the people have already heard the Gospel message, the other places are just too dangerous and the risk of life is too great. No I think it is a heart condition problem. When we do not  hear the word of God it is because of our hard-hearted stony tablet we refuse to allow God to write His words of life on.  My friend please hear me out, if God cannot write His words on our heart He will do all He can to get our attention with other means.  He does love us and will even use troubles, perils, even natural disasters (according to the word of God) to get us back on track.  Dear friend let us do all we can to allow God to work in our lives whereby we will have that soft and supple heart for His word to easily be buried within.  IF we hear we will not fear.      

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl and family, Gethsemane Church, their radio station “Good News FM” 105.5, and the new short wave station project in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
August:  Local Ministry 


September:  Greece, Bulgaria, and Turkey


October:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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