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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us again look deep and long into the “glass” or mirror and see what we can behold of the glory of the Lord.  Last month we starting looking at Ephesians 3:16-19.  This month let us look at verse 16 and at the truth of God’s great desire and our need to “be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.” “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;” (Ephesians 3:16)  God is not concerned about how fast we can run, how high we can jump, how well we can play an instrument, or how well we can sing. I am amused when I see someone score a touchdown, dunk a basketball, or run a race faster than everybody else then point up to the heavens as to say, God helped me do it He made me run faster and jump higher. I am just as amused and must scratch my head in puzzlement when a special service is held for someone (or a group) who can really sing or play an instrument well. This my friend is nothing more than good, clean Christian entertainment, but sadly we wrap it up with a big white bow and call it worshiping God. God’s idea of worshiping is us bowing our heads and heart to the ground in submission to His will and obedience in our lives. We wilfully submit our desires and plans to Him for destruction. Well my friend all of this outward Christian activity is nothing more than the flesh glorying in it’s self. And God wants no part in exalting our flesh, He wants to kill our flesh so that He will be able to be exalted.  God is not impressed by what we do, even for Him, but He is very concerned about how we do things. This central truth is purposely skipped over by those who are more concerned about outward strength (those who point up to the heavens and those who enjoy the applause of the crowd) than those who are more concerned about being strengthened in the inner man.  Doing for God to these folks is always more important than becoming something in God.  Paul often speaks to this central truth all throughout his epistles. In 1 Corinthians we read, “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.  Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 27But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”  (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)  Please notice Paul’s approach using a foot race, but applying a deep spiritual truth of being “temperate” (to be self-controlled and continent) and twice to “obtain” (two different Greek words both mean to take or to lay hold of) in doing whatever we are doing for God, so that when it is all said and done we have not missed the mark, gotten off track, and like with Paul’s concern; “I myself should be a castaway.”  Paul’s focus was not on the speed or talent of the runner, but their ability to run in such as way they can compete in such a way to win.  In 2 Timothy Paul picks up on this point again, “And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”  (2 Timothy 2:5)  Please notice the deciding factor for winning the race again was not the talent or speed of the runner, but to “strive lawfully.” To compete within the laws of the race, to compete within the framework of the rules of how the race is to be run.  In God the race is not won by the fleetest of foot and nor to the strongest of arms, but to him who, “strive lawfully.” My friend our outward man will perish, this is God’s plan, and it is also God’s plan for our inward man to be renewed day by day. “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.”  (2 Corinthians 4:16)

Please note this strengthening by God in our inner man is done by His Spirit.  This is a critical point we must not miss.  As we yield our spirit to the Holy Spirit, God will have the opportunity to do the strengthening.  God does not take liberties with us.  At times I wish he would, but He is not like that.  God is longsuffering and patient He will wait (our entire life if need be) until we have allowed Him the right of way to allow His work in our lives.  Once saved of our sins, God then must begin a sanctification (to set aside for use, to justify) (see 2 Thessalonians 2:13 and 1 Peter 1:2) and regeneration (new birth, recreation, renewal) process in our lives what I often refer to as spiritual growth and development. “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” (Titus 3:5) This process is for our spirit not our soul and body. When we are saved it is our spirit that is changed and transformed into the kingdom of light not our soul and body.   Unless God is allowed to strengthen us in the inner man we will never be able to be transformed from the kingdom of darkness into the glorious kingdom of light. We will be weak and carnal, selfish and self-seeking wanting our own way all of the time.  When we submit to the Holy Spirit He then can give us of Himself and we can receive His might. As we submit to His leading He is able to give us His might.  In the Spirit there is so much done in us; we are established in understanding, rooted and grounded in His word, and virtue is built in us. “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:” (2 Peter 1:3) It is this “glory” and “virtue” we receive of Him that strengthens us to stand; against the wiles (approaches) of the evil one, hard and difficult times, and our fleshly desires. My friend without this strengthening in the inner man (our spirit-man) we will not have the ability or talent to stand at all in God.  More next month on being strengthened in our inner man.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
   One Body, One Spirit, One Hope?
Last Saturday Karen was reading the newspaper and read me two feature religious articles. Our local newspaper seems to save the religious articles to print in Saturday’s edition, I guess to get the people to start thinking about going to Church on Sunday. The first article was about how followers of Pentecostal and Charismatic Churches; Assembly of God, Church of God, United Pentecostal Holiness Churches, and such are more willing to bring their values and beliefs into the public discourse thus having more of a global impact in social issues over the more traditional Churches; Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Baptist. This kind of surprised me, for my experiences in Africa and other countries in the world have been the opposite. I have never seen a Pentecostal guest house or compound, but all over the world I have seen Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Lutheran guest houses and compounds to share God’s love to people of the nations and to weary travelers no matter their religious background. There is a wonderful Presbyterian guest house in Kigali, Rwanda I stayed during my last trip. In Bukoba, Tanzania there is an outstanding Catholic and Lutheran compound were Christians can stay at a reduced price and feel safe. In India there is an unbelievable Catholic Conference Center and compound in Mumbai (Bombay), not to mention the 1,000s of medical clinics around the world the Catholic Church sponsors.  As Karen read the article I was not sure if this was a good thing or not. There seems to be a greater swell of emotional worship in the Pentecostal Churches of today that really draws people and oddly I have seen the more traditional Churches now starting to offer a more contemporary, more up-beat, and emotional service to get their fair share. Our approach to God MUST never be with our emotions, but in simplicity and lowliness of heart.  An approach with our words, desires, and thoughts stilled expecting nothing, but His desire for us.  As she finished the article I thought, actions do speak louder then words. 

The next article was about the Southern Baptist Church wrestling with the issue of speaking in tongues, an issue that has been festering within the Baptist Church for years.  I do commend the Southern Baptist Church for taking on this tough issue.  However, doctrinal Church issues seldom resolve anything. If it is about Church laws (the touch not, taste not, handle not) remember, “the law killeth, but it is the spirit that giveth life.”  It always boils down to, at the heart of every issue is an issue of our heart.  Now Karen and I attend Enon Chapel a wonderful Baptist Church (check them out on the link on our webpage), but we go there not because Pastor Jim Kelley and the folks are really wonderful or because we are Baptist, we are not.  We go there because God said to go there (we take God’s word to us very serious), case closed for Karen and I. From the outside looking in at the Baptist Church corporately I would believe coming to grips with all of the different Baptist Churches; Fundamental Baptist, Southern Baptist, Free Will Baptist, Pentecostal Free Will Baptist, Primitive Baptist, and the other Baptist Churches I have never heard of would be more important then seeking permission from a man to speak in tongues.       

When Karen finished the article I thought, what are we doing?  Are we all not one body?  Are we all not one Spirit?  Have we all been called in one hope by our calling?  What are we doing to the Body of Christ?  Paul shared these words with the Church at Ephesus, “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  (Ephesians 4:2-6) Where did we get off track?  Where did all of these denominations and doctrines of men come from?  Are we not, “one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope?” The sad truth is we are not. This thinking did not come from the Disciples.  The testimony and message of the Disciples was; “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”  (Acts 4:20)   All of the Disciples started out on the same foot with the same message of the good news of the wonderful Gospel. What has happened to the message of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ? The absolute things of the Gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-6) have become optional in our believing and the optional things (taste not, touch not, handle not) have become absolutes. “Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,  21(Touch not; taste not; handle not; 22Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?”  (Colossians 2:20-21) The amazing thing to me is either no one has noticed or no one really cares we are fractured and divided out from our selfishness and ambition for money and power, but we know the answer to that question.  Denominations around the world do not want to lose their power and authority they have established. Their focus is the world, but God’s focus is the people in the world. It seems no one really cares, if the Body of Christ has many divisions. How could this have happened?  Today Churches around the world are singing and dancing their people to sleep as they and countless millions die and go to hell.  On the radio I hear old-time Gospel preachers (from the 50s, 60s, and 70s) say the same things I am writing about in this article regarding the condition of the Church, things have not gotten better my friend. It is no wonder Paul and the other Disciples spoke strongly against organized religion. Now please do not misunderstand me, I am thankful for the good works (guest houses, compounds, medical clinic, Churches) that are built by the denominations, but I like the Disciples strongly disagree with the division, strife, and wrath the denominations around the world have caused. You can have the good works without the “doctrines of men.” How you may ask?  Well as always the Bible gives us the answer.  For us to be able to break free of the denominational strangle hold and yoke that holds the Church of today we MUST come into the saving knowledge and truth of, “5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  If we are a Believer saved by the precious blood of Jesus Christ and led by the precious Holy Spirit we submit and are under “One Lord” (we all as servants answer to the same Master), “one faith” (a common agreement to God’s salvation for our soul), “one baptism” (immersed into the fellowship of the same suffering as Jesus Christ experienced).  Then and only then will we be able to say we serve, “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  Now when the Bible says “all” it means all.  There can be no other way and say you are in Christ Jesus.  If we come any other way we lie and deceive ourselves, “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”  (1 John 1:6-7)  Our standard MUST be the word of God and it alone.  This is the way we all must go.  If not then we lie and deceive ourselves. Instead of death to our selfishness, self-life, and our self-seeking (even in God), physical and spiritual death will reign supreme in many lives around the world. Sadly denominationalism for membership will continue to trump relationship and the work of God around the world.  Brethren it is up to us to turn things around before it is too late for us and them.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

  Changes, Changes, and more Changes 

In the early part of this year Dave and I both felt that changes were ahead. Of course we didn’t know what, one we did know and that was the birth of our grandson John. Just when you think the whole world is going to hell in a hand basket, a little life comes into the world, God’s way of saying it’s not over till its over. Another little life to pray over. This was indeed a good change. Bless his little heart. Other changes were not so good. Some brought despair and wondering where we went wrong. These changes were hard to grapple with and accept. There were changes that brought hurt, anger, disappointment, and embarrassment. Other changes produced sadness and loss as when our dog Rocky died.  Yes, I know he was just a dog, but we had him 12 years. Rocky was an attempt to teach the kids responsibility and commitment that melted into our hearts. We brought him with us from Georgia to Germany (where our other dog Annie died) and back again to the States. If there is a dog heaven I hope the little knuckle-head is there. I still miss him. Some changes bought bewilderment, some pride and happiness. Through it all God had shown His faithfulness. Though we wallowed in some hurts and disappointments we knew God was still on His throne and He was not wringing His hands over any situation. Some changes produced a sense of gratefulness.  Like when we took a quick trip to NJ and stayed with my sister Mary and her family. She let us stay in her nice new bedroom and worked like a dog to keep us comfortable, happy, and ensured a successful family gathering to present our Dad with well-deserved shadow-box. They also escorted us on a quick trip to Time Square and Manhattan for a tour. I really lucked out in the sister department. God love and bless her. Change is usually for our benefit. On the flip side we usually don’t like change. Every time we had to go to a new duty station I was usually digging in my heels, not wanting to go. But I went and saw how God orchestrated things for our benefit. We need change, its one of those things God uses to make us grow up. And if we want to be like Jesus guess what? We have to change! God is certainly good at helping us along. So off we go, plodding on as The Almighty brings many changes into our lives so that one day we will be changed into the image of our Lord and Savior Jesus.  Written by Karen Stahl.

POETRY CORNER:

He In You

By Charles Haun 
God does the cloke of darkness black

And hides Himself from fleshly men:

Robes of silk and cloth of sack.

Beggars, kings, and next of kin.

Disguised in forms quite unexpected,

Christ manifest Himself abroad

To those He loves to the elected,

Hiding from the worldly horde.

Jesus clothes Himself with you,

Moves about your feet:

Black and white, gentile, Jew,

In fleshly robes He walks the street.

Can your feet take Him to lands

To cleanse some souls, set them apart?

Can he reach out through your hands
To touch with light a darkened heart?

Lend yourself to clothe the Lord,

He has given you His all;

He and you in one accord.

One with Him, that is your call.               
DEAR FRIENDS:

In January of 2007, the Lord impressed on Karen and I there would be some changes ahead.  You can reread Karen’s article to see some of the family change that God brought our way.  I will be honest I really do not like it when God tells me something like this.  I am very happy serving Him in what concurrently He wants me to be doing.  I am not happy with change, but that is not God’s idea for spiritual growth and development in our lives.  For us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ” we must endure change in our lives.  After all, it is God’s goal in our lives to be able to change us from one glory to the next glory, to be able to change us from a vessel of darkness to a vessel of light, until someday we are changed into the image and character of Jesus Christ. Change is as much a part of our spiritual discovery and progression as repentance and sanctification.  I wonder why we do not like change in God? Well, when God speaks change into our lives it is His  very words that causes our self-life to resist His change. It is God’s words that arouses the fear deep within us that cries out to save our soul and way of life.  In Luke Jesus taught the Disciples and teaches us today this truth.  “And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 38And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 41And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”  (Luke 4:37-41) I find it quite amazing the Disciples would say “What manner of man is this” after waking with Jesus for years seeing miracle after miracle. Now we think the miracle is Jesus speaking to the wind and waves, “Peace, be still” and they “ceased and there was a great calm.” This happened and is true because the Bible said so, but I would submit there was a greater projection and intention for His words other than to the winds and waves and that was towards the hearts of the Disciple. I believe Jesus was saying “Peace, be still” to the Disciples first and the wind and the waves obeyed His words, after all Jesus was God in the flesh.  How could the wind and waves not obey Him?  But please notice Jesus responded to the request of the Disciples, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?”  
I cannot tell you how many times I have uttered these words. In all of my many travels, in all of the scary times, in all of the times of loneliness, fear, and even times of change we speak these words, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” And His reply is, “yes I care, but My son you must change to grow and handle what I have given into your hands.  My son, My grace is sufficient for you.”  Change brings to us more of God’s grace, power, and inward strength.   
My friend let us not resist change in God.  2008 will see even more change in the world and hopefully more change in us.  I see nothing good for 2008.  I see no great end-time revival as many teach this is not consistent with the word of God. As Karen and I drive the roads of North Carolina we read signs saying, “Revival Next Week,” my friend if real revival comes to your church you will not need to advertise. People will come by the 1000s nay 10,000s. I see the church in America slipping further and further into a great desire for earthly prosperity and ease, while those abroad pay a great price, even some with their lives, for the wonderful Gospel message.  Like 2007, 2008 will be a time of shaking, a time to see who is not holding on to God, but a time to see who God is holding on to.  There is a big difference.  It is one thing to say I have God, but it is a different and far better thing to have God say He is holding on to you.  Let us so live our lives in 2008 that God’s testimony of us will be, “My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 11For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; 12The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; 13The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.”  (Song of Solomon 2:10-13)      
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
December:  Turkey (confirmed)

January:  Germany (projected) 

February:  Local Ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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