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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  This strengthening by God goes much further than us being able to do things for God.  The doing of “good works” for God is important and we must not neglect them, but God is more concerned about us becoming His good works, more concerned about us becoming “His workmanship” than us working for Him. Paul shares this eternal truth with us when he told the church in Ephesus and us today, “Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:9-10)  As I travel the world I see Christian after Christian (me too sometimes) miss this critical truth time and time again. The nominal church of the today is head long driven in building big churches, school complexes with gyms, libraries with dormitories adorning them with nice things so that they can have religious service to beat their chest and prance around with flags and banners, while the poor and hungry stand by wondering where the love of God is.  It is in a building?  God told Isaiah, “Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 2For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”  (Isaiah 66:1-2)  God was showing Isaiah the folly of their religious practices and traditions. If the heaven is God’s throne and the earth  God’s footstool do you think God can see our little buildings we call churches?  Do you think God would have to move His feet to find our mega-churches?  No my friend, He is not looking at our churches, buildings, and ministries, God is looking for the place of rest we have built for Him, “and where is the place of my rest.”  My friend we are the place of rest for God, if we allow God to work in our lives and become His workmanship. 
Please notice where God finds a place of rest, “and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”  God is looking to a man (God’s house) that is, “poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”  This is the man God is looking for, this is the house of rest God is looking to abide and tabernacle in.  Not in the house of hard dedicated work and faithful service to your denominational leaders.  God is not looking for the man that runs him self down to near exhaustion to build and do for Him, but is looking for the man who allows Him to work in him God’s character and nature.  God is looking for the man who will allow Him to conform him into His precious Son Jesus Christ. We just endured the Christmas season a few months ago.  Christmas is one of the most stressful times of the year. Why?  Because of all the seemingly endless shopping which starts back in November the day after Thanksgiving (another religious holiday that has gotten off track), unfulfilled expectations of times past, family time that end in arguments, not to mention the over eating all in the name of the baby Jesus. What does baby Jesus have to do with running from store to store to find the perfect gift to try to fill the void in someone’s life, fighting with family members, and eating ourselves to near comatose levels?  No my friend God is not looking for all of this, but he is looking for a man that is weak so that He can become strong to the world through.  God is looking for a man that needs strengthened in the inward man because he, “poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.” If God can find such a man He will strengthen him in the inward man to such degrees they will be able to stand before Him and answer the call of God on their lives. God is not after all of the things we do for Him, He is after our heart and obedience to His word.  The focus of Ephesians 2:10 is not the “good works,” of building and doing, but God working in us. This is the good works Paul is taking about.  How can we boast of the things God does in our lives?  How can we boast of the times God has strengthened us to endure?  How can we boast of the work God has does in our lives? We say this is impossible, well my friend every time we reject God’s  words to us we boast not in God’s ability and strength, but in our own ability and strength. With open face we declare we need not God, we need not His strength, I do not need Your ability, I in myself have the ability and strength to do that which You want me to do.  How foolish we are when we take this attitude and position, yet at times I find myself there, yet as I travel the world I find I have much company in this place of presumption.  How arrogant we are when we think we have the ability to do what God wants us to do without asking for His divine help and strengthening.  At the heart of this thinking is a pulling down of God’s spiritual authority.  Satan was not full of pride as much as he was in direct rebellion to God’s spiritual authority.  Any time we think we can do it for God without becoming His workmanship and being strengthened we have rejected His spiritual authority and God Himself a most dangerous place to live in.      

  Next month I would like to get into the “granting you according to the riches of his glory” still more on being strengthened in our inner man.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
                 Oh to Know God
When we first make our approach to God we have many intentions in mind some for our benefit and some for the benefit others.  Seldom does anyone think about the benefit to God. Oddly enough God too has some intentions in mind for us.  In Jeremiah God said, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) Of all of God’s intentions for our lives I believe the greatest is not to take us all to Heaven, start a big church or ministry, or even tell our neighbor about Jesus Christ.  Now it would be good to do all of these things, but I believe the greatest intention God has for us is just to come to know Him.  To know Him in a simply child-like and a simplistic way, just to know Him.  We can see this theme beginning with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.” (Genesis 1:27). There is no greater honor then for man who was made in the image (icon) of God, to know and become like Him. We see this foundational theme also moving in the Gospel of John. Reading from the real Lord’s prayer we read, “As thou hast given him (Jesus) power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:2-3) All throughout the Bible in the lives of Abram, Joseph, David, even the life of Jesus Christ, Paul, and all of the Disciples, God’s number one desire is for man to come to know Him.  John wrote of Jesus praying, “this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”  The God of the universe, God Almighty, the Creator of all things has a great desire for His creation to know Him in an intimate and personal way.  The creator desires for the creation to know and become as the creator. What an amazing thought. God’s next attempt to get man’s attention was with Abram, “And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him.” (Genesis 15:12) and made the first of many covenants (Genesis 15:18) with man. And yet God has not changed His mind, he still today desires for man to know Him.  Paul wrote, “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;” (Philippians 3:10) Paul had it right, but when most Christians of today (often I include myself in this category) recite this verse we desire to;  “know him, and the power of his resurrection,” but our mind and heart is far from the desire to know Him in, “the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;”  This too is why many Christians do not know God.  The secret of knowing God is not found in knowing God’s power, but willfully entering into the “fellowship of his suffering” and “being made conformable unto his death.”  Not His life, but “unto his death.”  This my friend will totally kill us. It will move us out of our selfish, self-centered, and self-seeking ways.  I wonder where Paul learned this?  “Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” (2 Corinthians 11:24-27) Now it is one thing to suffer, but it is a different thing to suffer for the sake of Christ. My friend suffering for Christ is as much of the Gospel as our salvation, “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;”(Philippians 1:29), but suffering does not please our flesh so we turn away from this work of God in our lives. Please know suffering for the sake of suffering will take us no where in God, but suffering (experiencing loss to our outward man) for the sake of Christ will cause great gain in our walk and desire to know God.  God measures our gain in Him by what we lose, not by how much money we give the church, pray, or how long we can speak in tongues.  The more of our selfish ways and our flesh (our emotions, intellect, and feelings not of God) we can lose the more gain we will have in God.  I know these things so I write them, but oh my friend how I hate to experience these things and have God exercise my flesh. Often I feel like a hypocrite (an actor), but I know God is working a more perfect (mature) work in my life and I know it is by faith we are established and steadfast in Him, thus I am able to stand strong and endure the light afflictions (compared to Paul and other Christians of today) I bear. If not for this truth I would turn away from God and seek my own way.  But still suffering, even suffering for the sake of Christ, will cause one to consider not drawing near to God.  As difficult as suffering is, the last part of Philippians 3:10 will prove to be the most difficult to walk in.  Paul tells us, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:3-4)  It is this baptism into the death of Christ, the “being made conformable unto his death;” that will cost all of our self-life to be lost.  Notice it is a “being made conformable” a present continues tense process that God is working in our lives.  A baptism unto His death not His life.  If we desire to be “raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father and walk in newness of life” we first must be “baptized into his death” not His life. So many Christians desire the “newness of life” of Christ, but are unwilling to taste of the death of Christ.    
The more we know God the more it will cost us.  There is a price we will pay to know God’s power.  There is a different cost a different price we will pay to know God’s presence.  And my friend there is a cost a different price we will pay to know God’s person.  The price is absolute loss of our self desires and motives through God’s dealings and judgments in our lives and it must be unflinchlying paid.  Make no mistake we in our self-strength and ability cannot stand the word of God when it comes to us.  For it is the very word of God that causes our infirmities and weaknesses to come alive in us.  It is God’s words to us that threatens our self-life to be able to do what God has asked us to do.  And if God does not strengthen us, in the inward man, we will fall out of the way God has for us. James tells us, “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 9Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 10Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”  (James 4:8-10), but who wants to draw nigh to God or come to know God?  It is painful and we must die to our self-life, maybe this is why Jesus said of the Christians in His day, “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”  (Matthew 15:8-9) My friend this way will never do.  We must make the sacrifices needed to draw nigh unto God. We must choose to endure the many situations and circumstances in this life to be able to know Him, to know God.  The price is absolute commitment and the costs seemingly are endless, but the reward is eternal. Let us develop an eternal perspective, let us draw nigh with our heart and not with our lips.  Let us honor God with our lives so that we will be able to know God now and in our next lives to come.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

                   It’s About Time 

Time is short my friend, whether you were born yesterday or 85 years ago fact-of-the-matter is, time is short.  Oh it doesn’t seem short.  In fact sometimes it seems like we have all of the time in the world, but we don’t.  We have all these cute sayings like: “time is of the essence, no time to dilly-dally, its time to go, don’t waste time.”  We have so many saying about time, but did you know the Bible speaks often about time?  Did you know time is mentioned 620 times in the Bible? Here is a great example; “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 2A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;  3A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  6A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;  7A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.”  (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)  As we can see from the Preacher’s words God has us all on a time line and although we may be on the same time line as other people we must resist the urge to compare ourselves to others in their time line.  When we were young we learn to walk, use the potty, go to kindergarten, middle school, high school, some maybe college, take jobs, get married have kids, etc. etc.  And all of the above is to train us for what is ahead.  I am afraid this here and now is just the beginning. This is why it’s so important learn these lessons God wants us to learn now. When a person goes in the service they go to boot camp.  For about 10 weeks, it was much longer, but this training is supposed to prepare the soon-to-be service member with the basics to enable them to fit in and function with others, to be successful in service life. It is in no wise the end of training it’s just the beginning. They graduate boot camp and go on to the next level. So it is with us in God.  Training in God enables us to fit correctly within the Body of Christ.  If we reject God’s training we will not be able to knitly be joined together with other Christians.  Paul shares this powerful thought, “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”  (Ephesians 4:16) Most problems in churches today stem from the lack of training due to the Christian not submitting to God’s dealing and judgments (God’s training tools) in their lives.  They refuse to learn the lessons that will fitly join them together with their brothers and sisters.  Can any good come of this?  No only chaos, confusion, and strife.   
Please know we all are at different levels of training some are further along than the rest of us, some aren’t.  Our manual for this training is the Bible which is why, and I cannot stress this enough, we must read it daily!  Our time on earth is so short, strike a match now blow it out what did that take three seconds, well that represents your life of 70 some years in time of eternity, isn’t much is it?  So let us, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”  (Ephesians 5:15-17)  Let us not all get caught up in the worldliness of our time.  But do those things that the Lord would have us to do.  We need to take time to read the Bible, praying and just waiting before the Lord.  That is time well spent. This year in 2008 let us purpose in our hearts to spend more time becoming the image of God’s precious Son Jesus Christ. Come what may let us keep our eyes steadfast on Him, time will tell.  And remember, the best is yet to come.     
POETRY CORNER:

              What is Correction?

                 By Charles Haun
Some human beings are of such orders

That bugs and rats live in their quarters.

Their senses are in such a state,

They feel no need to exterminate.

Everything is right in some:

Right is right by their rule of thumb.

Their eyesight is of brightest light;

In lives of others they shine it bright.

They must correct all wrong they see;
Everyone like themselves must be.

They go all out to do their parts

To do their work in every heart.

Shall you and I participate?

Shall we get busy and work quite late

To chide and harass and bring duress,

To cause all others like us to dress?

Or shall we offer them our love,

And wisdom that comes from above?

Can we now gaze beyond their sin?

Can we envision His work within?

Let us lift from discouragement;

Let us be God’s instrument

That those we touch may be lifted up,

So God’s goodness may fill their cup.

Let us bring His light divine;

Let dwell in us Christ’s own mind;

Let His glory abide in you,

That others may see and share it too.

DEAR FRIENDS:

As promised last month I would like to continue to talk on the topic of  change.  The longer I go with God the more and more I see this topic is critical to our understanding of whom God is and even at times our approach to Him.  Change in our lives is inevitable, no I do not want this to sound like the latest Christian self-help book that sweeps the church of America, but to be founded and based solely on God’s word.   Changes are coming in our lives and God will see that they happen. Everything God makes, (one of God’s continual process of His nature and character) changes. The cold and often believed lifeless seed that is planted in the ground changes into a beautiful tree bearing and giving forth much life.  This same divine principle is embedded deep within us.  Like the seed to tree we must change from lifelessness to great life in God.  To understand change in God we must understand three of God’s elements in the earth.  The Preacher in the Book of Ecclesiastes lays these three out for us, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 2A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 3A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-3)  Here we see God’s spectrum of change for our lives.  The first element is “a season.” God has built in the earth seasons for good order and discipline of His divine processes He has spoken into existence. We see weather seasons change signaling the requirement for us to change our thinking and ways.  If the farmer plants his seed in the winter he will not reap a harvest.  No he must plant his seed in the spring when the ground is rich, soft, and fertile from the winter snows and rains. So too in our lives we have spiritual seasons for us to be fruitful in God reaping a great harvest for God and seasons for us to sit in the seed bag and allow God to work in our lives so when we are planted in good soil and die (John 12:24), we will be able to bring the harvest God is looking for, not the yield we think God is looking for.        The second element is “a time.” Now time is not ours it belongs to God and he does not keep it in a 24 hour period.  I wonder why we try so hard to keep it on expensive watches or try to slow it  down or speed it up.  As I get older I too want time to slow down so I can spend more of it with my beautiful wife and outstanding family. The younger in years want time to speed up and cannot wait until they are on their own tasting freedom from their parents.  Time in God is important. We must develop an ability to know the right time to speak and when to keep quiet.  A time to move and a time to stand fast.  In doing so God can be glorified in our lives and all we touch. And the third element is “every purpose.”  Now the Bible says, “every” purpose” not some or a few, but “every purpose.” We now are talking about God’s sovereign and eternal will in relationship with season and time.   This is where we get confused and often unhappy with the changes God brings into our lives.  We fail to see God as the keeper of “a season,” “a time,” and “every purpose” in our lives.  Believe it or not us adjusting to change in our lives is really a spiritual authority issue.  Are we content with what God brings into our lives, even it is painful and unpleasant or do we get upset and spit it up like a big baby who drank to much milk. Overcoming change in our lives is nothing more than saying God you are God and you know what is best for me.  As difficult as it will be for us we must resign our will for His sovereign and eternal.  We may not like it, but we must get over it to receive what God has next. When our kids left home, one-by-one, it almost killed us.  Even today Karen and I want them to move back in with their family, but we know this is not God’s best for us and them.  Our kids moved out and now Karen and I are free to travel together to the nations. What a wonderful time in ministry we have had together.  I find the harder to change in a certain area the greater the reward will be in God.  Small change will equal small rewards, but big changes in our lives will mean just that, big changes are coming our way.  Let us not shy away from change, but embrace it in God and with great expectation look towards what God has next for you and how you can grow more in Him through change.
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
February:  Germany (projected)

March:  Local Ministry

April:  Still waiting on God
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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