
	BEHOLDING HIS GLORY 

	August 2009
	                                                 Volume VII Number 11


          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us look at the last two points on God’s attitude that we started last month.  The first is the heart of Paul’s ministry in his Epistles and the desire and heart cry of Jesus as revealed in John 21, “He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 18Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.”  (John 21:17-19) This encounter that Peter had with Jesus was the culmination of three years of Jesus pouring His life into Peter.  From the choosing of him to the countless miracles, from the many times Peter boasted how he would never deny or leave Jesus to the courtyard cowardice, denial, and shame when Jesus was arrested in the garden, taken for trial, and crucified.  Finally after all of this Jesus was able to bring Peter to the end of his self.  What a most blessed place in our life when God can bring us to the end of ourselves. To the place we see who we really are, not who we want to be or who we think we are, but who we really are.  Here in verse 18 we find a pattern and process we all must enter into if we are going to know God and have eternal life.  This pattern (young to old) and process (when young we girdedst (strengthen) ourselves and do and say what we want, but when old another shall gird us and carry us where we do not want to go) speaks of the requirement for us to increase by spiritual growth. Spiritual growth and development is the process “the way” we wilfully enter into the life of God (which is more than abundance) and yes endure to come to know God, not the mental or emotional assent we are told.  Peter tells us, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.”  (2 Peter 3:18)  My friend there is to be continual spiritual growth in our lives, both in grace and in the knowledge.  Well grace now is what God gives, “for it is by grace we are saved,” which means more than having our sins forgiven, but how about the knowledge?  Now this is not head knowledge, but heart knowledge coming to personally know God through His dealing and judgments in our lives as we allow Him opportunity to reveal our heart to us.  What a horrible and wicked sight our heart can be.  Peter had this experience when he said, “Lord, thou knowest all things;” Lord you know my heart and now through you I can see my heart.  Isaiah had this revelation and said, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”  (Isaiah 6:5) Unless we come to this place of understanding and revelation in God we will never come to know God and be used by Him the way He desires.   

And the last point is similar in thought, but opposite in application whereby we are to continue in this spiritual growth and development process.  The previous point is there is to be this process in our lives and this  process is to be continual in our lives.   Every day of our lives we are “grow in the grace and knowledge.”  In the Book of Hosea we read, “Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. 2After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 3Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.”  (Hosea 6:1-3) These words speak of God working in our lives, discipling and correcting us and then restoring and edifying us after we learn the lesson, then and only “Then shall we know if we follow on to know the Lord.” Now the word “if” was added by the translators, so now let us read this passage without the “if.”  Then shall we know we follow on to know the Lord.” The word “follow” here is more than coming after or pursuing, but has the meaning of continually and purposely wanting something. Yet it is even more than an extreme wanting, but it is an inward  drive or desire in us that we would be willing to give all we hold dear to possess this knowledge. For this we must daily, continually walk in the way that God has for us to go to know Him.  I have a way and you have a way God leads us, but both of us must come by the everlasting way of the cross through submission and death to our self.  God expects, God is looking for spiritual growth and maturity in us.  May God find it in our lives is our prayer.         


Next month we will begin to look at four points to what our inward attitude toward the knowledge of God should be in our lives. 

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
        Drifting Away

We finished Thanksgiving what a wonderful time we had with most of our family over for dinner and of course the pictures.  Walter Beuttler said the Holy Spirit is like a camera, He always tells the truth and one can not lie against it. As I was reviewing the pictures I shamefully noticed I have drifted away from the once bronze god-like physique I had in my younger years. This drifting away has been slow but a deliberate process over time.  Two pounds here, another pound there and before I knew it I had tipped the scales beyond my healthy limits.  I am now going to the gym and pushing away from the table sooner.  Now here is what surprised me; until I saw the pictures of my fat body I thought everything was okay. I thought I looked fine, after all my clothes still fit. I eat mostly fruit and vegetables, and only get off my vegetarian diet sometimes. It really never caught my attention like it did until I saw those photos. I thought everything was okay and I was moving well, but in truth I was fat and over weight and needed to change my direction for some time from drifting away. I have been blind to the truth.  Funny when I was younger I was always heavy and lost over 120 pounds, then God opened up the Navy to me, but even when I was really skinny and emaciated looking I thought I was fat and needed to lose 5 more pounds. I was blinded by my routine and caught up in the rituals of losing weight to the point my face and chest was sunk in and I looked really bad.  As I look at both experiences, I know the skinny Dave is better than the fat Dave, but in both cases I was blinded and deceived myself from the truth. Just like the Church of the Laodiceans, “Because thou sayest,  I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” (Revelation 3:17) Many Christians believe this verse pictures the world Church of today, well I am not so sure about that.  I have seen the Church around the world, and my friend many Christians are paying a great price, some with their lives, for the Gospel they know the truth, but if any truth is to be found in Jesus’ words I would say this verse fits me at times and the Church of America all too well.  I too thought all was well, I needed nothing, but in truthfulness I was sick and blind. And, this my friend comes from a slow deliberate drifting away.    
I am afraid many Christians who have put their eternal life in a denominational “once saved always saved” doctrinal belief will be sadly surprised when they stand before the Lord. Now please understand I strongly believe as long as we walk with the Lord and allow Him to have His way in our lives, through His dealings and judgments, nothing can remove us out of His hand no nothing.  But, if we turn our backs on God and choose to walk away from His mercy, precious saving grace, and love we will receive the fruits of our actions. Many Christians would say once really saved someone would never turn their back on Christ, well the Bible is full of names of people who started off in God (once really saved) and then walked away from the truth. Over my many years I have known many Christians who have walked away from God, their names and faces still haunt me. My friends there are consequences for our choices and actions in God. The Bible is full of examples like in Act 5:1-11 with Ananias and Sapphira’s disobedience to the word of God.  Paul too knew such people, “Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.” (1 Timothy 1:20) and “Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: 15Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.”     (2 Timothy 4:14-15) They both embraced the truth of the Jesus’ words, but in the end Paul had to deliver them over to Satan.  Please my brother take heed. 

Today we live under God’s grace, but if we turn our backs on God’s grace and longsuffering mercy, even if we walked the aisle at some point in our lives, God will have to judge us not with His unending grace, mercy, and loving Spirit, but by the law and my friend the Bible says, “the law killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.” When we adopt such a doctrine we are often blinded to the great need in our lives and opportunity for God to work in us so that we will be able to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, as Paul encouraged us.  After all I am saved, why do I need to; read my Bible, go and give to the church, pray, be obedient to God’s word, when I die I will go directly to heaven and live with God forever and ever anyway, well  . . .  not so fast my friend.  This type of thinking does not even pass the common sense test; getting something very wonderful when you do not play by the principles. God is sovereign, the final judge, and will do that which He wishes to do, but let us not put our eternal hope and life in the interpretations of Bible verses by men, that make up religious doctrines of men, but in the precious blood of Jesus Christ and His saving power.      
       When I think of drifting away my mind and heart often goes back to a very tragic story that happened at Christliche Gemeinde Stuttgart, our church in Germany.  Tony, a Nigerian brought his wife and daughter to our church during the early years. Tony was very soft-hearted, really loved his family and the Lord.  I could see in him a genuine desire to be used of God.  He was very obedient and would do anything I would ask the first time without asking alot of questions. As time went on our church grew and we started a men’s fellowship.  I asked Tony if he would pray and talk with his wife to see if he would feel comfortable in leading the men’s fellowship.  In time he came back to me (I knew he would say yes) and said yes he would be honored to led the monthly men’s fellowship. At first he did outstanding; coordinating activities within the church and sharing the word of God, his heart was open and God was filling it, but as time went on he began to change.  It was not over night it was a slow gradual change. The only way I can describe it was a slow and steady drifting away from where he began.  I continued to watch and pray for him. One day at church I spoke to him about next month’s meeting and he really got ugly with me, I was shocked.  I scheduled some time and Pastor Joe and I went by his home for a visit to see what was going on with him and his family.  Never forget, when married, God’s call to you is to your family also. Well, we discovered Tony had become great friends with another Nigerian in the church named Osita.  Now Osita had some seminary Bible training in Africa and was full of himself and doctrine. Rarely did Osita ever say anything good about anyone he was cynical, mean-spirited, and seemed to enjoy manipulating people a sign of great ambition.  As time continued Tony drifted further and further away from Pastor Joe and I and even stopped coming to church.  Two times in a two week window the Holy Spirit sent me to Tony’s home to see what was going on.  Both visits Tony rejected me unless I would sit with him and watch TBN Christian TV, his new church.  Osita had convinced him he does not need to attend church services and help out, oh no all he needs to do is watch TBN. Osita had poisoned Tony heart towards God, His children, and us.  Tony did not guard his heart from the lies and deception of Osita which in the end may have cost him his soul. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23) The word “Keep” here is translated; to guard, observe, or give heed and is the word used by God to commission Adam into service and give him some responsibility. “And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.”  (Genesis 2:15) Adam’s job was to “keep” or guard, observe, or give heed to the garden.  I wonder what Adam was to guard or “keep” the garden from?  Tony did not keep his “heart with all diligence” and allowed Osita’s words to steal the issues of his life.  Not only did he drift from his walk with the Lord, but his relationship with his wife suffered to the point where he was beating her so bad she could not be seen in public and his work attendance also drifted to the point he was sacked. A third time the Holy Spirit sent me to his home and a third time I was rejected. As I was leaving his home (in my spirit) I felt the Holy Spirit saying, “take your hands off and I will deal with him.” About two or three weeks later I received a call from Pastor Joe and we went to Tony’s home to rescue his wife and baby from his abuse. Their home was trashed and Tony was drunk on the floor.  His family stayed with us for about a week and then moved to another city for safety.  From time-to-time I would see Tony walking on the road and would stop to talk, but his thoughts were crazy it seemed he had lost his mind.  Then one day Pastor Joe called and told me, “Our brother Tony had committed suicide by hanging himself.” I am glad God is the final judge and knows all things, but my friend there are consequences for our actions and words.                       

My friend let us please take heed, be on our guard, and keep from drifting away. Paul teaches us, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip (or drifted away in the Greek). 2For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;” (Hebrews 2:1-3)  To be honest this sad story of Tony is a vivid reminder to me for I can see in my life so many areas I am drifting away in, so many areas of my Christian walk I need to anchor myself again. Now the Lord is still real to me and His presence still goes with me, but I can see my dedication to fasting, prayer, and studying the Bible has lessened since when we first went to Germany.  I can see areas in my life where I must repent or about face.  Paul sums it up well when he says, “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which was first began to be spoken by the Lord  . . . ”  The neglecting is not on God’s part, but ours.  Our drifting away is nothing more than us neglecting a great salvation, which is much more than having our sins forgiven. My friend let us stop this drifting away from God and draw near to Him while  there is still hope, salvation, and life. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

          I hate being fat, but I have no one to blame but myself.  I quit obsessing over my weight some time ago when I realized:

1.  Dave loves me the way I am  

2.  God loves me  

3.  I am not 18 any more and if the weight comes off it comes off, but if it doesn’t – it doesn’t.

      None of us like to hear someone moan and groan over their weight (hair, eyebrows, height, weight, etc. etc). Obsessing over our weight, hair, clothing, car, house blah, blah, blah is nothing but self-centeredness and shows God (and everyone else) we’re not content with our lot in life.  Now please do not misunderstand me I am not saying eat all you want and do not pay attention to your health, but we seem to be more worried about stupid things than the things of God. Paul encouraged Timothy, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.”  (1 Timothy 6:6-8)  Maybe Paul got this from hearing the disciples talk about Jesus when He said, “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:25-33) 

       You know a million years from now it will not matter if we’re fat, had a great house or car, you can fill in the blank here.  What’s going to matter is what we learn of God and do what He want us to do.  Please forget about those pencil thin models and actresses. If God wanted you to look like that He would have made you that way.  Besides who are we to slap The Almighty in the face with our whining and discontentment over a few extra pounds or wrinkles, an old car or old house, etc. etc.  God could just as easily stick us in a wheelchair, a dumpy neighborhood, or whatever it takes to wake us up out of our self-absorbed stupor to realize what’s really important.  One bad car accident (God forbid) could disfigure us and leave us bed ridden for the rest of our life.  How would we like to deal with that?  How about some weird illness that the doctors can’t figure out and you are dying from it? We knew some one who became very ill and died and the doctors couldn’t figure out what was wrong.  What frustration and heartache this person and his family went through.  Look we need to rein in our thought life – box it in with God’s words. Throw out those dumb women’s magazines and quit watching those idiotic reality shows.  And begin to do what God wants us to do and allow Him to deal and judge in our heart and lives.  John told the Church, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”  (1 John 2:15-17) Ladies we will love the world (and the things of the world) and our self or we will love God.  We cannot love both, the choice is ours. Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

     
Teach Me to Listen              
    By Margaret Lowell White

Let me sit at Thy feet and listen

As they did so long ago.

But I am always busy, Lord,

And the world does press me so.

When problems overwhelm me

And there’s so much to do,

I cannot pause to listen

As You would want me to.

When foolish tensions fill my day,

Teach me Lord, to pause and pray

And let frustration slip away;

May I hear and then obey.

Let me sit at Thy feet and listen!

DEAR FRIENDS:

Back in June 2009, at age 60, Dr. Kelley H. Varner; an international Bible Teacher, renowned writer (he was a ghost writer for many famous Christian celebrities and leaders) and accomplished musician, and one time pastor of ours passed away. We never really knew him in his later years, but what I have heard and read I could go on and on to describe Kelley’s achievements on earth. His obituary took up half the page talking about all of his degrees, accomplishments, and honors.  Now please do not think I am speaking bad of him I am not.  Our hope and belief is he is with the Lord today.  Please be careful and not put someone in heaven or hell.  God and God alone reserves this judgment for Himself.  We often do and say things we are not 100% sure about during such times.  The best thing we can do is console the family and do what we can do to help out.  But as I was reading his obituary the Lord spoke to me and said, “it does not matter what man says about you, what matters is what I say about you.”  And I thought yes this is so true.   They (whoever they are) say if you want someone to give you money just tell them what they already know or want they what to hear.  Man is good at this.  Rarely is the truth about us known. Only God really knows the truth about us and will do all we will allow Him to do to reveal the truth about our lives to us, but this is a work He desires to do in our lives.  One truth we must remember is, it does not matter what we do for the Lord that counts, but how we do things for Him. Jesus told the disciples, “For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad. 18Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.”  (Luke 8:17-18)  Now I do not know about you my friend, but these verses gives me great pause. “For nothing is secret,” that means all of the things we thought no one saw us do “shall be made manifest.”  So Jesus said, “take heed therefore how ye hear” not what ye hear, but “how ye hear.”  We really cannot heed what we hear even if we stick our fingers in our ears we will still hear the muffled sound.  But Jesus was talking about hearing things with the right heart condition, with a soft and gentle, non-bias slant to truth. If we do things with understanding and purpose to divine spiritual principles of “how” and not “what” then we will most often do things according to the Spirit.  Do we do things for God for the right reasons and motives with the right heart attitudes?  If so this is the “how” and not the “what” in God.

I will miss Kelley Varner.  I asked a good friend of Kelley’s, “who will replace him?”  And then sharply replied, You?  He smiled.  Kelley was a great writer my Mom gave me (and I read some) one of his books “Prevail,” but no matter what he did on earth all of that is over now, only the things Kelley did with the right heart condition remains. His books, CDs, honors, and achievements, even his personal Bible with all of his margin notes does not matter to him.  My day to stand before the Lord is coming in about 38 years may God have mercy on me, but for now may God give me wisdom and knowledge to know “how to hear.”                    

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
August:  Local Ministry


September:   Nigeria

     
October:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest books, “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  Please take a minute and take a look, they both make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers four clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school; just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/AuthorCenterHome.aspx

We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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