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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  What is meant by the knowledge of God? Now many churches and many denominations would answer this question differently, maybe this is why there is such strife and division within the Body of Christ.  I am reminded of the time when Charles Haun asked two wonderful brothers from Kenya what the best Bible commentary is.  After some time and discussion they agreed on Darby Bible Commentary, Charles looked at them and said, the Bible.  The Bible is always the best commentary on the Bible, so with this bit of knowledge let us look at the Scriptures to define and answer the many questions we will raise and answer. What is meant by the knowledge of God?  We must always remember we are not talking about mere information about God, but a personal knowledge of God.  The church today is 

consumed with knowing about God and His ways, but not having an intimate knowledge of Him and His ways. They seem to get lost in all of their running from conference to conference depleting the local church and family of needed resources not to mention the loss of the work of God in many lives. Our example, Jesus Christ, never held special services for men, women, or children, but just simply walked and talked sharing what His Father told Him to.  The personal knowledge of God is not found in the latest fire anointing meeting, miracle healing conference, or latest and greatest Christian rock show, but in the simplistic, stillness and glory of God’s eternal darkness.  I love to get alone with God in the physical darkness.  In the blackness of my senses I can grope for God and He can give me the answers (the ones I can behold) needed to conform me to the image of His dear Son Jesus Christ. From man’ creation in Genesis God’s desires was to have a personal relationship with man.  The creator desired to commune with the creation, but man seemed to have other plans. This still seems true today. I guess the Preacher in Ecclesiastes 1:9, knew something eternal when he said, “there is nothing new under the sun.”  In Genesis we see God coming to man, even after their sin.  “And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.”  (Genesis 3:8)  Even after they sinned against God’s word He was still interested in His most special creation.  I do not know why we say our sin has separated us from God?  Paul teaches us different, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) God has built into our character and nature (hard wired in today’s terms) a desire (deep calleth to deep) for a personal knowledge of Him and if we respond to this desire (by rejecting or putting off other desires) we will come to know Him and His ways.  James also sheds some light on our question, “And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”  (James 2:23) Because Abraham believed (translated “had faith”) and his faith was counted as his salvation (since Jesus had not yet died for our sins) then he was called “the Friend of God.”  Please notice it does not say a Friend of God which would imply having more than one friend.  The word “the” means “one and only.”  Abraham was God’s only friend at that time. And why?  Because Abraham had an intimate personal knowledge of God and how He operated. Where did Abraham earn or be approved for God’s friendship? In times of loneliness and despair. In times of uncertainly and confession. What do you mean, leave my family, my country, and go to place you will show me?  How could Abraham trust God so?  That is easy, He had a personal relationship with God, thus Abraham could have faith and confidence in God’s words for himself and his family. Please remember our relationship with God is often for others sake.  If the husband hears from God then the family is blessed.  If not, then the wife and children will suffer loss. If the pastor hears from God then the church is will be healthy. If not, then many in the church will be weak and needlessly suffer.  If we are not willing and obedient to be used of God then others will not come to Christ.  Unless we go they cannot hear the wondrous good news of the Gospel message.  Another person who had a personal relationship with God and knew His ways was Moses.  Now I really like Moses.  When I pastored the church in Germany many people often call me Moses, maybe it was the beard, but I hope it was because of my leadership and meekness.  God said of Moses, “And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,” (Deuteronomy 34:10) Moses knew God “face to face.”  Moses did not know God through his emotions and feelings, but person-to-person. I think one of the greatest reasons why we do not have the knowledge of God is because we try approaching God with our emotions.  We try seeing God with our feelings, but God wants us to see Him (like with Moses) face-to-face. Our emotions blind us from God’s knowledge and our feelings lead us (as sheep) astray of His ways.  They (our emotions and feelings) prevent us from moving into God’s fullness and beholding His glory.  It is not feeling God, but knowing Him, Paul said, “oh that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection.”  Still more next month on the knowledge of God and some in the Bible that had a insatiable desire to know Him and His power.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
   Knowing God as Lord of Our lives

Back in May 2007 Karen and I spent 10 outstanding days with Pastor Joseph Mutua, and his charming and gracious wife Faith, traipsing over the landscape of Kenya from Mbooni Mountain (where the wondrous Gospel message first came to East Africa) to the savanna of Sultan Hamoon (where the Islamic religion first was heard in Kenya) mile after mile we traveled enjoying not enduring.  Karen made a statement so true when she said the true treasures and riches of Kenya is not the animals and the beautiful land, but the soft-hearted and gentle natured people. But, as we traveled from town-to-town one thought kept coming to me. These people who have a great hunger for the word of God really know Jesus as Lord of their lives and not just their Saviour.  My friend when we really desire to hear the word of God and have a desire to know God and His ways, through His dealings and judgments in our lives, Jesus will be more than our Saviour He will then be able to become the Lord of our lives. We are taught by the major denominations (Methodist, Pentecostals, Charismatics Lutherans, Baptists, Presbyterians, the list goes on) that eternal life is mostly about forgiveness of our sins and getting a mansion some day in Heaven, but seldom mentioned is spiritual growth and development. Spiritual growth and development is one of the major topics in the Bible and is Paul’s and Peter’s major theme in presenting this wonderful Gospel message.  Now it is true our sin must be dealt with, but this is only the beginning of the everlasting or eternal life that God intends for us to receive. Never forget sin is never just forgiven it must be dealt with by God and there is always a price to be paid for the remission.  In the Greek, John said, “Behold the Lamb of God, He who takes upon Himself the sin of the world.” (John 1:29 (GK)) Jesus did not take away the sin of the world, because today sin is still present in the world.  What really happened was Jesus did something more amazing than taking the sin of the world away He, “took upon Himself the sin of the world” so that the price for our sin could be paid.  Let us take heed not to allow the continued drum beat of the message of only God’s grace and love (which are two critical parts) cloud this eternal point of the Gospel message.  
God’s intention for us is spiritual growth and development. Peter teaches this truth to us here in 1 Peter, “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 3If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”  (1 Peter 2:1-2)  For those who are babes in the Lord they are to grow through the “sincere milk of the word.” Paul takes this thought of Peter a step further,  “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  14But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  (Hebrews 5:12-14) and then continues in Chapter 6 to define “the first principles of the oracles of God.” “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,  2Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.” (Hebrews 6:1-2) Paul too teaches we are to grow spiritually into a “full age” by eating the strong meat of the word of God (not by drinking the sincere milk) so that we will be able to “discern both good and evil.” Spiritual growth and development in our lives does not enable us to do miracles and mighty works of God, these come by way of obedience to God and brokenness.  Spiritual growth and development in our lives leads us to know or have the ability to discern both good and evil.  Sadly many Christians can do mighty works for God, but do not have the ability to discern between good and evil.  Just turn on Christian TV (a true oxymoron) or go to your local church and hear of the fighting and eating of the Body of Christ, Brethren this ought not to be, but it is because most Christians do not have the ability to know or discern between good and evil.  Oh they know some verses in the Bible, they have their Sunday School quarterly, and know their church doctrine by heart, but do not know both good and evil. We are married to pastors, churches, doctrines, and religion, but not to the Lord.  Brethren this ought not to be.

For us to be able to have all that God intends for us in “eternal life” we must be able to grow to a place spiritually where we come to know Him though experiences (both good and bad) He brings our way. This is why Jesus told us to; “Go ye therefore” in Mathew 28:19, in our going He can now work in our lives.  Most of all we come to know God through the dealings and judgments He brings into our lives leading and guiding us to the end of ourselves.  

This religious concept of knowing Jesus as Saviour alone is not in keeping with what the Bible teaches. Jesus wants to be more than our Saviour. He desires to come and abide in us sitting on the throne of our heart where He can rule and reign over every situation, thought, and heart condition in our lives. My friend we must be careful of major denominational doctrines and teachings which mainly speak about salvation (which is important, but God has much more) because they really want to be lord over the lives of people controlling and manipulating them to support their thinking and doctrines.  The little good that they do in the world does not offset the spiritual stunting and destruction they bring to the Body of Christ. I have seen this all over the world.  Jesus Himself tells us in the real Lord’s Prayer (John 17) what “eternal life” is, “As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:2-3)  Eternal life is growing in God whereby we come to a place of knowing Him.  Growing in God whereby we too can have the revelation as King Uzziah had, ”In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.”  (Isaiah 6:1)  It was the throne of King Uzziah’s heart that God was sitting on and He filled the temple of His heart.  When we “truly” come to know God He will be able to fill our temple (our heart) and rule and reign over us. We will willfully come under His kingly lordship and direction for our lives.  We will submit in obedience and give Him our life to do that which He desires to do.  Also in John, Jesus tells us, “The thief (now it says thief not devil, Satan, or whomever you want to spin in there) cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)  The abundant life that Jesus speaks of is not the same message that the Word of Faith crowd has spun into a demonic prosperity doctrine of greed and self-gain, that is sweeping the Body of Christ, but is that “eternal life” of personally knowing Him and His ways.  Jesus said, He has come so that we “might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  Most Christians focus on the promise of the abundant life (hence the greed and the giving to get), but the most important word in John 10:10 is “might.”  You see, it is God’s intention for us to have His life and even have His eternal life abundantly, but it is not up to God for us to receive His life, my friend it is up to us. Are we willing to endure the dealings and judgments of God so that we will be able to know Him and the power of His resurrection?  It is God’s intention, but the receiving of God’s intention is always based on us meeting God’s condition.  As I travel, I ask who desires to eat of the good of the land of Nepal, China, Kenya, Tanzania, Romania, India, etc. everyone raises their hands and shouts hallelujah bring it on.  Well, the condition to eat the good of the land in God is to be willing and obedient, “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:” (Isaiah 1:19) I tell them they must be “willing and obedient” to be able to eat of the good of their country. The crowd then gets very quiet, not too much shouting or yelling hallelujah then. 
My friend, eternal life is knowing God and allowing Him to work in our lives. Please do not get caught up in all the good works of denominational doctrines and religions and be deceived from the life and truth God has for us.  Let us openly and with great abandonment throw our lives into His loving sovereign hands so that we “might” be able to receive of the eternal life that God has purposed for us and the eternal life that Jesus so willingly laid His life down for; knowing God as Lord of our lives.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

           Growing Up in God

Pentecostals like blaming the devil for everything that doesn’t go their way.  I remember when we were in Nepal a young boy was misplaced after a huge children meeting. His grandmother was beside, herself weeping and sobbing, children in a country like Nepal are more than someone to care for and love, they mean future for the family.  And his loss would have probably put to an end the local ministry. An older mature lady (who ought to have known better) replied when she heard the child was misplaced, “isn’t that just like the devil to steal our joy.” The devil had nothing to do with it. He went home with a relative and was fine until his parents got a hold of him. Other denominations will scarcely believe the Holy Spirit would use situations and other people to get our attention to make us “grow up” in God; things such as the crabby neighbor, the snooty waiter, the inept airline personnel (lets not even go there), or the guy that just stole your perfect parking place at Wal-Mart so now you will have to walk further.  The Holy Spirit will use family, friends, church folks, your Pastor, disappointments, humiliations, death of a loved one, even the guy that lets his dog crap all over your yard to show you what is in your heart. Now I will be the first to admit truth hurts.  It stings like a slap in the face or a punch in the gut and the worse kind of truth is when we allow God to show us what is in our heart. We usually stiffen our neck, get angry, and lash out at the person who has offended us and stolen our self-satisfaction when we do not get our way. Dave always says, at the heart of every issue is an issue of our heart. When we do not get our way our heart is angry and we strike out to hurt those who hurt us.  But Jesus said, “Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 44But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”  (Matthew 5:43-45) How can we “Love our enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;” If we never grow up in God how can we be “children of your Father” if we never grow up in God?  Why do you think God wants you to love those “which despitefully use you, and persecute you?” So we will see them as a tool God is using in our lives to refine and define our character and image into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  If we really want to grow up in God we will mull things over and soften our heart condition realizing God is right and has every right in our lives in every given situation to work His judgments and mercies in our lives.  Or we can keep being prideful spouting off, “oh, he don’t know what he is talking about” or “who does she think she is” Blah Blah Blah, grow up!  Okay you got your feelings miffed and now your nose is out of joint. Welcome to the real world. Sometimes we can’t go where we want to go or do what we want to do. And sometimes (hold the phone) our theology is off.  We just can’t do or think anything anyhow.  We must do it God’s way.

       Growing up to be like Jesus isn’t for sissies.  It’s going to hurt.  The more you grow in God the more growing pains you will have. If you get angry at someone because they have offended you that offense is in your heart. Did you know if there was no offense in us, we could not be offended?  And getting offended time and time again is nothing more than a sign of us not allowing God to deal and judge in our hearts. I shudder when people admit they often get angry time and time again. Our anger, wrath, jealousy, envy, and many words of justification is the proof. We seldom know why some people say and do things against us, all we know is they have attacked us, they have hurt our feelings, and now we will get even.  Well here is a weird thought maybe God put those people in our way to offend us.  In John, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)  What truth is Jesus talking about in this verse?  Is Jesus talking about the Bible?  I think not because the Bible as we know it had not yet been written. Earlier in John, “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue (abide or become a part of) in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:32) Truth (Jesus) is found in us as His words abide in us. The truth is; the truth of God in our lives is to help us realize what is in our heart.  If what is in our heart doesn’t surface it can’t be dealt with by us and God. And if it is not dealt with we’ll have no part in Him and His righteousness. This is why out of our mouth speaks our heart. The choice is ours to allow God to deal and judge in our lives. So the next time you get angry stop and consider what God is doing in you.  God is trying to get anger, wrath, jealousy, envy, and the like out of us.  We must not be hasty to stiffen our neck and lash out, but look for the glory God is doing in our lives, “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;” (2 Corinthians 4:16) And, remember the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl  



POETRY CORNER:

              True Wealth & Honor

                By Charles A. Haun

How could it be that I should yearn

For fame or wealth or great honor,

When my Lord served on this earth

Both lowly slave and owner.

For He who owned far greater wealth

Than all earth’s kings together

Because the poorest slave to man

That Heaven’s wealth could gather.

He came and sought not wealth nor fame,

But with a single purpose wrought

His Father’s will and not his own,

And by his death new life He brought.

Lord, keep me on the path you trod

With eyes upon my Father’s will,

And ear not hearing earthly calls,

And heart and mind His will fulfill.

Oh would my heart forever seek

The Heavenly way my Lord has walked;

His life of suffering and death

Be my wealth in storehouse stocked.

DEAR FRIENDS:

Well 2008 has been quite a year.  The first and last thought I want to leave with you is how faithful God was to Family Stahl. And yet in 2008 the truism (our experience) was God gives the test first then the lesson.  Make no mistake if you walk with the Lord long enough and in His everlasting way He has for us to go we will be tested.  Now please know in God the test comes first and after the test we have the opportunity to learn the lesson God is trying to work in our lives. We often focus on the test, but now we see we should be focusing on the lesson.  The test is often quick and momentary, and victory depends on what we have learned of God, but learning the lesson is slow, deliberate, eternal, and determines whether or not we will be approved for the reward of learning and the next test God has for us.  Life my friend is about moving from lesson to lesson not test to test.  And in 2009 God will give His children many opportunities to learn the lessons He has for us to learn.  To be successful in God in 2009 the goal MUST be learning and ever learning, not learning and never learning. This is “not learning” is nothing new, “For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.  9But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.”  (2 Timothy 3:6-9)  My friend let us allow God to work in our lives so that this will not be our testimony in 2009.     

Karen and I look forward to 2009, how could we not?  Victory or failure in God is not dependant on the stock market or our economy. And believe it or not victory or failure in God does not depend on who is in the White House.  Now I do not vote. What foolishness by those Christians who believe God reigns over the world through a ballot box. God alone is sovereign He does not ask us for permission. He controls the winds, the waves, the cold, the heat, and even hearts of kings. For those Christians who did not vote the Bible shame on you.  We did not travel abroad at all in 2008, but are looking forward to visiting our wonderful friends in 2009 as He leads. What does 2009 hold? I do not know all, but I do know (and I must believe) God knows all.  In my spirit I feel 2009 will be very rugged and dangerous for those who would share the Gospel to the nations. Make your election sure to what you say and do for Christ in 2009.  Hypocrites (actors) and phonies will be found out.  Deception of the truth to hearts will increase at an alarming rate as the nominal (in name only, not in reality and truth) church dances and sings it way down the broad way, but be not moved, God is not mocked, truth always trumps deception.  In 2009 it is the narrow and restricted way that that leads to life.   

My friend as long as God holds us (much better than us holding on to God) and our family we can face anything in 2009 and beyond.      

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
December:  Local ministry


January:  Local ministry


February:  India

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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