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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren. As we gaze into the glass we always see two things; the glory of God and our self.  Now the intent of beholding God’s glory is to be changed into the glory we can hold in our heart, but most often we are not changed our self wins. They say we must come to know our self, well this is true to a certain degree, but it is far better to know God and His glory than our self. Our self is evil and wicked.  Did you know many Christians do not believe that statement. Now if you do not hear anything I say this year please hear this loud and clear; unless we see our self as it really is (evil and wicked) we will not be able to behold any of God’s glory. And the more we come to know God and His ways the more we will come to see just how wicked and evil our self really is. For us to come to these revelations we must allow God to deal and judge in our heart and lives (both) allowing these revelations of truth to be rooted and grounded in our life expressions and experiences the Father brings our way.  We all are steeped and proud of the goodness of our abilities and hard work, but this will never get us to the place of knowing God.  This coming to know God is the essence of our salvation. We are not saved by our good works, nor by our ability to pray in tongues, fast, or even pay tithes, but in our faith alone in Christ Jesus. This faith is established as a plant reaches for the sky and strengthened as the roots dig deep into the ground. As we are grounded in God we come to know God.  In the real Lord’s prayer Jesus prayed (to the Father) “that they (us) might know thee (Him)” (John 17:3) not that “they” might know each other better and get along. Jesus even clarified His statement by saying “this is eternal life that they might know thee.” My friend eternal life is knowing God. Going to Heaven and all God has for us in eternity will take care of its self “if” (always sets the condition for receiving from God) we know God.  Today in the church there is a great push for unity among the denominations and religions, well if this occurs God will not be involved.  How can people who cannot agree on the absolutes of the Gospel message in the Bible ever come together into unity and singleness of purpose? Oh Christians wake up shake your self, before it is too late. The only way denominations and religions can come together is through compromising the truth of the word of God.  Remember if the world is running after you or buying your message, God is not.  Later on in John 17 Jesus prayed, “That they all may be one (unity); as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”  (John 17:21-23) The glory Jesus gives us (verse 22) is so that we can be in unity (become one) with the Father as Jesus is in unity with the Father.  And what unity!  Jesus only did and said the things the Father told Him to do and say. Jesus said of Himself He has no power and changed the world. Yet we run around the world saying we have the power and intentionally make a mess of things. Jesus said, “that they may be made perfect in one (unity): that the world may know thou (the Father) hast sent me.” The “perfect” here is not completion or maturity, but selflessness. As in Matthew 5:48, when Jesus told the disciples, “be ye perfect (selfless) as your father in heaven is perfect (selfless).” This is God’s intention for us to be selfless.  Only when we truly come to know God and His ways can we ever hope to be selfless and able to come into unity with Him to be effective so that we can function and operate with Him. Let this be our main prayer for 2009 and beyond.  

Who else in the Bible had a desire to know God? Well Moses prayed, “that I might know thee” (Exodus 3:13)  Moses, the meekest man wanted to know God. Meekness is one of the greatest requirements to know God.  Meekness in heart is down where God is.  The way up is down!  My friend God is not up in Heaven (where ever that is) some where, oh no He is down low in Spirit and heart in the place we all must be if we desire to see He who is invisible. “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:27) Jesus taught, “Blessed are the poor (Strong’s #4434,
destitute of wealth: influence, position, honour lowly in heart, afflicted) in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  (Matthew 5:3)  If we really desire to know God and see His glory pass by us like Moses asked (Exodus 33:18-21) we must be poor in spirit, lowly and gentle of heart. Rather strange requirements don’t you think to see God?  Maybe this is why few see God?  Hosea also wanted to know God, “Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. 2After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 3Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.”  (Hosea 6:1-3) But, because of a wrong heart condition and works salvation (sound familiar) God replied, “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. 7But they like men have transgressed the covenant: there have they dealt treacherously against me.”  (Hosea 6:6-7) Knowing God will kill us, but this is God’s plan.  Next month the practical value of the knowledge of God.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
        God’s Adjustment to Glory
For many years I have known (and kind of understand through experiences) God’s goal in our lives is to be able to conform us into the character and nature of His dear Son Jesus Christ.  This is the heart message of Paul. In Romans we read, “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  (Romans 8:29-30)  Now this conforming is done not so that we will be able to get from God like many denominations and churches teach, not to do mighty miracles and works, or even some day go to Heaven.  My friend, Jesus did not come to lead a rebellion against the Romans as the Disciples wanted, open blind eyes and ears, give strength back to weak limbs, and feed the masses that listened to Him, but He came to do the will of the Father. “And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”  (Matthew 28:39)  Jesus came to be the light of the world.  “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12) Now all of these works and more Jesus did and we are to do them also, but they were His secondary focus, primarily Jesus came to seek and save that which has been lost. “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke 19:10) Now we must do the working for God as we are being conformed for it is the hardships, troubles, and experiences we face, while working for God, that are what God uses to conform us into His dear Son’s icon.  The pain, sorrow, confusion, grief, darkness, uncertainty, sickness, and so much more (the same tools the Father used to work on Jesus) are the tools God uses to conform us. Oh yes my friend, we are “changed from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18), we are conformed into the precious icon of Jesus Christ, through God’s dealing and judgments in our lives, not so we will be able to do things for God, but we are conformed so that we will be able to receive His precious promises. The ones Peter talked about, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:  4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” (2 Peter 1:3-4)  But how does God use His tools to conform us?  That is the mystery of faith and that is the mystery of us correctly adjusting to God’s work in our lives.  Unless God can work in our lives we are incapable of receiving anything from Him.  Sadly many Christians do not allow God to work in their lives and settle for the temporal and emotional change that religion and the traditions of men bring, but this type of change does not reach the spirit and the heart where “true” conversion takes place. Many Christians are just saved, but not yet converted. “And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.” (Matthew 13:14-15)  Jesus told Peter, “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Luke 22:31-32) Now Peter was hand picked and had been walking with Jesus for some time.  Unless we are truly converted we will never be able to “strengthen thy brethren.”  When we are changed from glory to glory, we understand and see from our heart, we are converted not by God bonking us over our head with His magic wand, but by us correctly adjusting to the experiences God brings into our lives. These experiences are God’s expression in our lives that molds and develops us into maturity and propels us toward spiritual growth and development. These experiences are God’s sovereign will for our lives and if we respond correctly will open up the word of God to us in a greater way and more important will lead us in the paths of righteousness as His Holy Spirit is now able to touch our heart and lives.  It is our correct adjustment; a changing or a settling of things to bring them into proper order or relationship from the experiences God brings into our lives and His dealings and judgments that cause loss in us that He can fill with more of His Spirit, revelation, and His life. 
But my friend, we (I often times input myself here) really do not want God to change us because the price we must pay is high, the cost we must tender is measured not in money, but in loss to our selfish self-seeking ways, in pain and tears when we are exposed for who and what we really are, embarrassment from all of our pride that exalts itself over Christ, in sickness of a soul doomed to Hell apart from Christ, and the shame of years and years of walking astray from God.  We seek the glory and not the shame, the crown, but not the cross. We seek to be masters, not servants to all.  We have been trained to be self-sufficient in life and this earthly thinking has bled over into our heavenly thinking. But, when we make correct adjustments to God and His dealings and judgments we are not delivered (oh no my friend there is no deliverance in God), but as we correctly adjust to God’s will and ways we are developed. Moses, Job, Daniel, Jesus, Paul, Peter, the list goes on all had to endure God’s dealings and judgments in their lives and then make the correct adjustment or they would not have been able to do that which God has planned and purposed for them to do.  It was God’s intention and plan for His Son, but it was Jesus’ correct adjustment in the Garden of Gethsemane, “And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”  (Matthew 26:39) that enabled Him to go to the cross and become our Lord and Savior.  It was the pressing of Son by the Father that squeezed the words, “nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” It was no accident Jesus often went to Gethsemane to pray, for Gethsemane is an olive grove and means where oil is pressed. Jesus was pressed into submission by the Father to correctly adjust to the death on the cross and is the servant greater than the Master?  If the Father loved the Son so do we not think He will not love us the same? Oh yes, my friend God too will lead us to a place like Gethsemane, we too will fall on our face, and He will press us into submission and obedience.  Remember, the obedient alone are honoring to God.  This is why the Father could say, “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, this is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17) years before He went to the cross. The Father knew Jesus always made the right adjustments to His will, ways, dealings, and judgments in His life. 
Brethren let us learn to make correct adjustment to God’s ways and will in our lives. Our life here on earth is all about learning and ever learning to correctly adjust to God if not we will never be a part of the family of God.  We will never be able to speak for the Father.  In the Books of Galatians Paul teaches us, “To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” (Galatians 4:5) (also see Romans 9:4 and Ephesians 1:5) Now the word “adoption” used here does not mean what we use the word today for.  It has nothing to do with taking an estranged child into our family, but is a three day Hebrew feast the father throws for the son after the son completes his training.  After the training the son is authorized to conduct and receive from the family business and to be identified with the father. After training the son is authorized to speak for the father.  Let us learn to make correct adjustments to God and complete our training so that we too will be able to speak for the Father.  Written by David Stahl

THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

         You Can’t Handle the Truth

         “You can’t handle the truth” was the unforgettable line from a movie called, “A Few Good Men.”   It was said during a dramatic courtroom scene dealing with the death of a Marine in Cuba. Unfortunately human beings don’t seem to handle the truth too well.  And we Christians aren’t much better than the average non-Christian Joe.  Now please notice I am including myself as the chiefest of sinners in this article, I have not yet made it.  But, when the Holy Spirit points out some – not so flattering truths about ourselves like:  the jealousy, anger, strife, lying, bitterness, so much more, we run the other way denying His words to us.  We can’t handle it.  The bad thing about this is God will bring circumstances and people back around time and time again until we “get it.”  If you do not like what is moving in your spiritual life please don’t think denying or running from it will change the circumstances. God will bring you back around the mountain until you “get it” then and only then can you move on to the next thing God has for you.  He does have a plan for our lives and if we are to be His child and walk in His will for our lives we must submit to His plan.  Until we agree “yes Lord, I see my lack in this area please help me” we will continue to be frustrated and out of our mouth will speak words from our ugly unrepentive heart.  It is so much easier to blame circumstances or this person and that person. Why should we grow up and face the truth we can just stay like babies on the “milk of the word.”  Yes-sir-ree, it’s our choice, isn’t it?  How proud we must make Jesus when we refuse for the umpteenth time, the Holy Spirit’s leading for us to do something about our temper, our impatience, our jealousy, our – well you fill in the blank.  Yep, we’re real Christians, the Holy Spirit is leading us to go this way and we’re going the opposite way as fast as our fat little feet will carry us. And worse we’ll intellectualize it or slap on some religious bandage deceiving ourselves instead of just repenting of our rebellion and waywardness.  Maybe this is why Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet and learned this truth the hard way when he said, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 10I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10)  It is only the Lord that searches our heart and really knows it. We must agree with Him when He shows the “deceitful” and “desperately wicked” things to us so they can be dealt with by God and us.  We must deal with it here on earth. Folks we may not get another chance after this life. Some denominations teach we will have another chance, but I don’t want to take the chance.  We all know truth is a very bitter pill to swallow, but Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:31-32)  What word was Jesus talking about? It most certainly was not the Bible because it was not yet written.  It was the word He speaks to us when we need correction or disciplined, when we need to move away from some areas in our lives that are not pleasing to Him.  Truth is as bitter as death sometimes, but then again we are to die to self aren’t we?  The opposite of the truth is lies, deception, and cover ups like two guys on an elevator and one breaks wind  they both know who did it.  So when one is operating in lies, deception, and cover ups don’t think someone else (besides the Almighty Himself) isn’t aware.  The freedom Jesus is talking about in John 8:32 is the freedom of the heart the Holy Spirit brings to us when we “continue (walk the same way) in my words” until then we are full of guilt, shame, and frustration. 

POETRY CORNER:
  Leave Your Ways Behind

         By Karen Stahl

I have loved you with an everlasting love holy and divine. 

Though you think I’m very far from you 

In truth I’m by your side. 

I know the things that hurt you and wound you deep inside. 

Things that cause you much sorrow and grief, things that make you cry. 

Know that I am here for you my ways if you’ll accept will lead to peace and happiness a life without regrets. 

So follow me my daughter leave your ways behind. 

DEAR FRIENDS:


Last Sunday we visited a nice church, but during the praise and worship time they sang the same song over and over trying to work up the Spirit of God and when that did not work the Pastor took the stage yelling and screaming the lyrics of the song again and again; “we are free in God, free to dance, free to worship.” While all of this noise was going on all I could do was think all of this freedom in God takes a lot of strength. Freedom in God that seems to be all we hear today in the church. What ever happened to being dependant on God as Jesus was? Now it is true God has forgiven us of our sins and we are free from the bondage sins held on us, but this freedom from sin is not our license to do whatever we want to do and say. Our freedom from sin is the prelude for us being yoked together with God and learning of Jesus.  Why do we think we are set free to run wild and kick up our heels in God? Any thing God made that runs wild must be tamed before He can use it for His purpose. Even in the physical realm cancer is a wild growth of normal cells that destroys the life of its host. This wrong thinking is like cancer in the Body of Christ. My friend we are not free to dance, free to worship this song is totally wrong and ungodly. If you sing this song in your church you should stop it immediately because it is in direct rebellion and authority (like most praise and worship songs today) to God’s word.  In Matthew Jesus taught us the pattern to have this wrong thinking worked out of us.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  (Matthew 11:29)  The yoke of the Lord is not for working, but learning, learning of Christ.  Learning just how meek and lowly of heart Jesus is.  We cannot learn anything of Jesus if we are out there running free to our desires.  The yoke of the Lord brings us to obedience and submission. The yoke of the Lord brings us to the restrictions of God not freedom in God.  It is only when we restrict or limit our hungers and thirsts can we come to completion and maturity in God.  Let us desire the yoke therein is the rest of God discovered.     


Now it is important to know we have no strength of our own to put on the yoke of the Lord and cast off our desire for freedom. I wonder why we act like we have all of this strength when in reality we have no strength unless we have been strengthened by God in the inward parts? Even in our salvation we think we had a part to play, wrong.  Paul lets us know, “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”  (Romans 5:6)  Where do we get this strength to build up our inward man?  Paul again tells us “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” (2 Corinthians 4:16) The only way we can be “renewed  day by day” is to allow the Spirit of God to do a work in our heart and lives. Paul for a third time, “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;” (Ephesians 3:16) It is the riches of God’s glory (not a new car, home, or job) to “strengthen us with might by his Spirit in the inner man” so that we can take on the yoke of the Lord and learn of Him.  It is no wonder many today in the church are “weak and sickly among you, and many sleep” their fleshly soul and emotions are pumped to death with feel good self-seeking songs that weaken our spirit. No submission or obedience to God’s word or His authority.  We are free like a horse in a field kicking up it’s heels running  around never wanting the bit of correction or learning.  My friend let us take on the yoke of the Lord and learn of Him.
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
February:  India (projected) 

     
March:  Local ministry


April:  Nepal (projected) 

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Adventures with God.”  Please take a minute and take a look, it makes for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options:  about the book, about the author, and free preview. And can be purchased and at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and many more, Christian Book Stores, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  
http://www.authorhouse.com/bookstore/ItemDetail.aspx?bookid=55797
ISBN:  9781438928319

We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 
Please know you can still receive “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement” and is still FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost.  And soon it will be offered at AuthorHouse (like all of our other books) and at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and many more, Christian Book Stores (actually any book store you can order a book with our ISBN), and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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