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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  For the past few months we have been looking at some of the mysteries of God as we come to personally know Him and the power of His resurrection, not just a mental knowledge nor even an emotional knowledge, but an intimate personal knowledge of how God operates and functions.  This my friend is a must for us to come into the knowledge of God if we ever are going to become God’s eternal abiding place, His eternal habitation.  Last week God opened this truth up to me in such a powerful way it changed my life; it changed the way I understand God and look at myself.  I will be honest I do not understand it nor can I explain why God would want to eternally live in the heart of man for all eternity.  But He does, God’s intentions is for us to be conformed, transformed into the character of His precious Son Jesus Christ so that we can become His eternal home, His eternal abiding place, His eternal habitation. Paul shares this powerful truth with us, “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”  (Ephesians 2:19-22)  Not in heaven mind you, but the heart of man.  Maybe that is why we who call ourselves Believers are on our way back to where we started from, God’s heart.  Amazing just amazing!

The thought of God not having a physical body yet has a form too is a mystery beyond my understanding.  Yet we find examples in the New and Old Testament.  In Numbers we read, “With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” (Numbers 12:8)  God said, He will speak (God speaks) “mouth to mouth,” but in the next verse we see God’s anger (God gets angry) was kindled against Moses, Aaron, and Miriam so he departed, a good lesson for us to learn when we get angry.  In the New Testament Jesus testified of God’s form when He said, “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 18:10) God has a face?  Not a physical face like yours and mine, but a manifested face of the presence of God through the Spirit.  In my understanding I see a face or the shadow of a face illuminated by light (I could be wrong) that makes up the individual detailed contours of His eyes, nose, mouth, etc. A brilliant light so bright we cannot look directly on it, only with our spirit can we ever hope to comprehend it.  Back in Exodus we read Moses saying, “And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 22And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by:”(Exodus 33:21-22) God has a hand.  A place by God means God takes us space, is matter, and fills a void.  Is God standing or sitting I do not know, but know these positions are mentioned in the Bible. When Steven was martyred in the Book of Acts the Bible said, “But he (Steven), being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God (not God), and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 56And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man (Jesus) standing on the right hand of God.”  (Acts 7:55-56)  Oh to God Jesus would stand to His feet for something we do for Him. And the writer to the Hebrews shares, “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” (Hebrews 1:3)  Please understand the meaning of “the right hand of God.” Now this expression could actually mean what the verse says God’s hand or (what I believe) the symbolic meaning of the    right hand being the place of honor and glory where the left hand is the place of dishonor. Even in military decorum the senior always walks on the junior’s right side or right hand so that the junior could draw his sword quickly to protect the senior.  

God is full of mysteries and the longer you walk with Him the more mysterious God becomes.  And yes, the glorious bodiless manifested form of God’s presence is yet another mystery we will come to know as we come into that personal intimate knowledge of God.  Next month we will begin to look at the essential attributes of God. 
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
         Setting Things into Motion

         Some of the most puzzling and frightening verses in the Scriptures are found in the Book of Matthew.  I do not know about you my friend, but these verses give me pause to how I am doing things for God.  Remember it is not what we do for God that counts in the end, but how we do things.   Do we do things for Him with the right heart condition and with the right motives and intentions? When we stand before God (saints and sinners alike) and are judged we will be judged not according to what we have done, but how we have done things. It is our motives and intentions that construct the framework for us to do things for God in.  Even God’s will is not according to what we do, oh no. God’s framework of doing things within His will is based on our motives, our intentions, and even our attitudes. And if our attitudes, motives, and intentions are wrong so will the things we do for God. This is how the Christians in Matthew 7:21-23 did many wonderful works for God, but in the end God professed unto them, “I never knew you.” I do not know about you my friend, but these verses down right scare me. Jesus shares these words, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  (Matthew 7:21-23)  Please notice from the start the requirement for entering into the kingdom of heaven (not the kingdom of God which is a different kingdom) is doing the will of the Father, not singing in the choir, paying our tithes, serving as head deacon, or any of the hundreds of other religious church activities we saddle people with. Doing the Father’s will has nothing to do with doing things, but meeting the heart condition God requires of us. In the garden of Gethsemane which means; where oil is pressed, Jesus our example and pattern to model after said, “not my will, but thy will be done.” Jesus was not talking about going to the cross, but submitting in His heart to what the Father wanted for His life.  God’s will is always about heart submission. This is why many Christians miss God’s will and run from person to person and conference to conference searching for the answer to God’s will for their lives. Sadly, they are looking for something to do, but God wants us to become something (not do something) in Him. Jesus was given all power in heaven and on earth by the Father, so going to the cross would not have really been difficult for Him if God had not first pressed His life out of Him in Gethsemane like a bushel of olives. If you really look at it critically our salvation was done in Gethsemane and Jesus endured the cross in obedience to the Father to fulfill scripture, “without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.” (Hebrews 9:22). This group of Christians who, “have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?” did do these things, but these things are not requirements for entering the kingdom of heaven.  But please notice these Christians did them any how and the Father replied, “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  (Matthew 7:23) The things done here for God was not done in an evil or malicious ways, but they were done in “iniquity” or in  lawlessness, outside the laws, rules, regulations, or framework God has established things to be done. These Christians served God outside the framework He has established and so He did not know them.  Unless we operate within God’s framework His will and intention cannot be done.  They were not operating within God’s divine arrangements. Now some things were done and God even was glorified, but all that God desired in a given situation can never come to completion as He has planned because we have done them outside His framework of expectation. What loss have we incurred for ourselves and God by not operating within God’s framework? I shutter to think of the times I moved in my self-strength, in my will.  Even then God was glorified and many people were saved and healed, but not all was done.  Often when we pray we expect God to say yes or no to our prayers, but there is a third answer and it is not wait, it is I have a better idea.           

       We know this understanding of the word “iniquity” is talking about a framework, because Jesus continues in Chapter seven of Matthew and starts talking about building, “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”  (Matthew 7:24-27)  In verses 24-27 Jesus is not talking about building a physical house, but is talking about building our spiritual tabernacle upon a rock; upon the correct cornerstone and framework. When the rains descended and the floods came, and the winds blew the builder who did not build on a rock, but on sand, “and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”  Again Jesus was not talking about a house, Jesus was talking about the builder having a great fall. My friend unless we build our lives and the things God wants to do through us well within the framework of God’s arrangements we too will experience a great fall (as the Christians in Matthew 7:23) “and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” Our fall will be great not small, but great.  It is one thing to miss it in God and fall, but how bad it is to miss it in God to where He would say, “and great was the fall of it”  Sin is sin, but the higher we climb in God and if not careful the further we will fall.  This is why it is best to stay in a low and humble place.  You cannot get to hurt falling from your knees.  The way up is really down.  
        But now here is my main point in all of this.  The Christians who did all of these wonderful things for God set some things into motion outside the framework of God and God even blessed them. The point is not God blessing something He did not originate, but the Christians set some things into motion. This thought really captivates my attention. We can set things into motion outside God’s will and intention and He will not stop us.  Oh my God what a dangerous place to be in, setting things into motion outside God’s framework and arrangements. This area or place in God is called presumption or presuming to know what God wants, but in reality what we think God wants is wrong.  I wish God would stop us when we get over in these areas, but God does not He allows us to continue to run at break-neck speed 500 miles down the road before He not so gently pulls back on the reins. The Christians here presumed they were doing what God wanted them to do, they even presumed they had a relationship and knew Him, but in reality they were wrong.  I think it was not they did not know of God after all, they used His name to cast out demons, “and in thy name have cast out devils?”  They knew of His power and His miracles, but they did not know Him.  Presumption always gets us over into areas of good works, but always  prevents us from knowing God the key to our relationship with Him.  This is why the church does not really know God, oh they know of His power and ability, but there is no knowledge of Him nor is there a consistent message of knowing God taught from the pulpits. Common (which is the opposite of holiness) today the 15-20 minute message of love, grace, and God blessing us, right after a 40-45 minute sing-a-long, heard every Sunday morning. Seldom on a Sunday night anymore is there preaching other activities fill the agenda, any how it is just too late for the kids who have school the next day. Well, in the Book of Acts Paul preached all night and look at the power they demonstrated to the world. Maybe now we see why the church of today is not impacting the world.  Oh we are feeding and clothing millions (and feeling good about it), but we are not impacting their spiritual needs. I guess today’s denominational wisdom is; it is okay to let a man go to hell as long as they are dressed and have a full belly. This thinking is all presumption.  We must move away from this type of thinking if we are going to be the salt and light to the world.  Presumption always moves in a direction that is contrary to God’s framework and plans. Presumption always wants to go in an upward direction. But the Bible says Jesus is meek and lowly. Presumption wants to make a video or DVD touting its accomplishments telling the world how wonderful they are and how hard they are working for God.  But God is not after all that grand showmanship.  God’s greatest stars names are not up in lights or on a DVD.  Presumption always goes up in one’s self-strength and ability. “But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel. 2And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Bethaven, on the east side of Bethel, and spake unto them, saying, Go up and view the country. And the men went up and viewed Ai. 3And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, Let not all the people go up; but let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; and make not all the people to labour thither; for they are but few. 4So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai. 5And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: for they chased them from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the going down: wherefore the hearts of the people melted, and became as water.”  (Joshua 7:1-5)  Please notice they were already in sin and kept going up away from where God is down.  And please notice where they were going up to Bethaven. Bethaven is two names in the Hebrew text:  “beth” or “house of” (Strong’s #1004) and “aven” or “wickedness” (Strong’s 205). Vanity is also tucked into the meaning. In the meaning of “Bethaven” there is always wickedness involved; rebellion and a walking contrary to the revelation of God in the vanity of one’s own mind.  Whatever actions and causes are in the picture, physical or spiritual, it is leaving; one is on the way out. Bethaven is the door through which we leave. The children of Israel were over in great presumption and prime for a great fall like the many major denominations of today.  They too set some things into motion outside the framework of God and God did not bless them this time.  For this they paid dearly with loss of life. So too in our lives if we set things into motion and get over into presumption we will pay.  Like with the children of Israel God may exact a heavy toll for our disobedience.                             

       My friend let us not set things into motion without really knowing God is behind them. Let us not get over into presumption and grandstanding what we have done for God.  The way up is down.  Take heed church of America we are heading for a “great fall.” It is not about us, but all about Him.  The safe place in God is to keep our mouth in the dust, just like being on our knees when falling dust in our mouth will keep us quiet but filled.   Written by David Stahl   
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

                Our Foolish Pride

The Book of Proverbs has much to say about the way we are to live our lives, especially when it comes to our character the one thing God is very concerned with.  Often we think our spiritual prowess, abilities, and skills are what holds God’s attention in our lives, but my friend that is wrong thinking.  God’s major focus in our lives is our character and how much it is not like His Son’s. This is the real miracle of salvation the transformation and conforming of our earthly lower nature and character into the heavenly character and nature of our Savior Jesus Christ.  No where is this change more evident in our lives than in the subtle areas of pride.  In Proverbs we read, “Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.” (Proverbs 13:10)  How many splits, arguments, fights, and down right mean spirited disagreements in the church are a direct result of our stubborn and foolish pride.  Folks pride should have no place in our lives and certainly no place in the church.  Now I am talking about the organized world of religion what we also call the church.  Never forget we are the church, the Body of Christ, that God has called out of this world and for those who answer His call await His power and authority and for those who do not answer His call await their foolish religious pride and a downward spiral. Pride is an abomination to God.  Again in Proverbs we read, “Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.”  (Proverbs 16:5) And is one of the six things God says He hates, “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:  17A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.” (Proverbs 6:16-19) What causes “discord among the brethren?” “A proud look” that leads to the rest of the moral sins of our character. Make no mistake God hates pride. As Christians our job is to humble ourselves or God will do it for us.  Hopefully we’ll be smart enough to view those situations and problems (and even people ye-gads) in our lives as God’s way of getting our attention so we can deal with our pride.  Wanting respect comes out of our pride.  I hear, “who are you to treat me that?  Who do you think you are talking to?”  Where was Jesus’ pride and lofty words when the Roman guards were pulling His beard out of His face by the handfuls.  Where was the Son of God’s pride as mere mortal men slapped His face and spit on Him?  There was no pride in Him.  Jesus could have had them all skewered and roasted on a spit with a mere thought.  Instead, He let Himself be humiliated and crucified like a common criminal. I wonder how many of us Christians are lining up for that treatment?  Is the servant greater than the Master?  We’re supposed to, but no we want to strut around on stage with a wireless microphone stuck in our ear and be some great teacher or some great preacher. We want people to step and fetch for us.  Who stepped and fetched for Jesus?  He came to serve and not be served.  Shame on those who think they’re “so special in God” yet treat people like toilet paper.  Wanting respect and honor from man comes from our foolish pride. Oh my goodness we want the biggest and best choir backing us up.  I absolutely hate going to a church and see some of the folks go up to the stage and “lead” the praise and worship service.  In God the direction is down not up, down on our knees.  The “I can sing so great” is barely hidden by the “I am so spiritual” facade. And the music is so loud; drums, electric guitars, keyboards all drive a real Christian’s spirit away from making a real spiritual approach to the Father.  Jesus taught us, “And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.”  (Matthew 3:12)
Some one says something to us and we take offense because deep down we know it is true, but we can’t or won’t admit to its truthfulness my friend that is our foolish pride. Folks let us make God’s job easier, let us humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God and man.  Let us get rid of our devilish pride and walk with humility as our precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ did. To be open to the Lord and used by God we must be teachable and out pride must go! Written by Karen Stahl

DEAR FRIENDS:


As Christians in the world our perspective is to be on the heavenly and not of the earthly.  Now I will admit this is a very difficult thing to do considering all of the distractions we daily face in our lives, but still our perspective, if we are going to come to the end and purpose God has planned for our lives must be on He who is eternal and on the eternal projections of God.  For this to happen we again must consider ourselves eternal beings.  Now if we are truthful with ourselves (Christians) our concepts of life dwells on the here and now of our walk with the Lord.  What are we doing at church, who is doing what to whom at church, maybe some folks are planning a trip abroad for ministry, but all of this has little to do with our eternal perspective in God.  Doing today for God never assures us of a reward tomorrow.  Jesus shared this thought with the disciples, “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 26For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26) These verses have not been written to sinners, but also to Christians as a warning (take heed) not to get wrapped up in the things of this world and all of the good works so much that we forget about being a eternal being.  The folks in the world really never consider themselves to be eternal beings if so they would change their lifestyles to align with what God’s word says. We all are like a school of fish caught up in this huge net called life to the point we miss our purpose and function in life – to learn the lessons in this life so that we will be able to function correctly with God in our next life to come.  There is a “knowing” we learn and are “known” by God in what we “know” that will project us in to our countless ages to come.  Paul tells us, “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”(1 Corinthians 13:12)  Where does this knowing take place?  In our next life.  In our eternal age to come, and then in our next age to come, and the next age to come, and then on and on. 


I see this so strong in my life not from the ability to know the future, but from the ability to know the past.  I do not travel abroad as I use to, make no mistake God has His ways of stopping things and starting other things, now in retrospect I see times where I missed opportunities that I cannot get back.  Missed opportunities in God have a greater impact in the lives of people because we are dealing with things of the Spirit and with eternal things.  Let us take heed to ourselves to maximise every opportunity God gives us.  I think back to the millions of faces I have met in the past (their names never introduced to me) and the opportunities to share the Gospel message with them.  Let us have no regrets knowing we have done our very best for Him when we stand before the Lord, but more importantly let us stand before the Lord knowing we have learned the lessons that will enable us to be useful to God in our next life to come.  Witten by David Stahl     
AN EDITITORIAL NOTE:

Next month the “Dear Friends” section will be replaced (for a time) with some an outstanding articles on the “Seven Spirit of God” by Mike Olufemi who is the Program Director of our maturity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria.  I know this should give everyone some perspective to his words, revelation, and his heart.     

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Niki Marsov and Pastor Yanko.  Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor George Ritisan at Lighthouse Church, and   Ciprian Bozdod at the Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Pastor Marcel at St. Andrews Church. St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in Aveile,  Nigeria. He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries in Hyderabad and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian in Sankaraguptham, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Monthly financial support Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl at Gethsemane, Church (his church) and their radio station “Good News 105.1 FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

         
August: Local ministry

September: Local ministry

October:  Local ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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