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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Last month we began to look at the ways we can acquire the personal knowledge of God, not the facts and figures of God, but the personal understanding and knowledge of who God is and how He operates. Last month we looked at how revelation is a critical tool in our lives to this understanding so let us continue to look at three other ways we acquire the personal knowledge of God.  The next way is through the word of God.  Peter shares with us the truth in his first epistle, “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:” (1 Peter 2:1-2) Until we allow God’s word to become a part of our thinking and life experience we will not be able to lay side “all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,” our lives will be filled with these things and so much more.  How do we lay these things aside, well verse two tells us, “desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby:” Two things here are critical to our spiritual development in God. The first is “desire.” Without “desire” for the things of God on our part our lives will be full of the things listed in verse one.  What do we desire?  Our desires are seen in who we associate with and what we spend our treasures on. Did you know there some people you cannot hang around and serve the Lord?  Did you know there are some places you cannot go and serve?  Desire is always seen in what we have separated our selves to.  Are we separated unto the Lord or are we separated unto the world? And the second thing critical to our spiritual development is “grow thereby.” How do we grow?  A tree grows thereby with a bright sun, good soil, good water and comes to different levels of maturity, but how we grow and come to different levels of spiritual maturity?  Believe it or not the divine principle is the same. In our lives we must understand what we are by nature, we realize that no natural power could carry out so titanic an undertaking. If ever this is to be accomplished, the power must come from a source other than ourselves.  Thus, the Lord simply asks us to become willing, yielded, broken material upon which to work, and He will furnish the means and power for our transformation. The tree does nothing on it own, it just allows the things God has set into motion to work.  So too we must allow God to work in our lives, through His work, so that we will be able to “grow thereby.” In the Book of Deuteronomy we see this process in operation, “And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.” (Deuteronomy 8:3) If we humble ourselves (our choice) and become yielded and submissive God will be able to teach us, from His word, that man does not live by food, clothing, cars, homes, money, fame, but by every “word” that comes out of His mouth.  The temporal is given up for the spiritual, thus we can “grow thereby.”  Next month we will look at “the Spirit” by which we may acquire the personal knowledge of God.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
      Quieting the Raging Emotional 

                    Storm Within 

As the Disciples walked with Jesus there was a great turbulence around Him and an emotional storm within them that constantly swirled.  Sadly the Disciples never got through this turbulence and never allowed this emotional storm to be stilled within them until Jesus went away. Now please do not think I am saying I have calmed the emotional storm often raging within me, oh no the storm is alive and often shakes me to my knees. Over the past two or three years God has been killing my self-strength and self-life. What a painful death, but an imperative death that must be in my life if God is going to use me as He so desperately desires. There is a daily struggle between our emotions (our thoughts, feelings, ambitions, fears, etc.) and our spirit. And we are the one who decides whether our emotions (sometimes called our carnal flesh) or spirit reigns in our body.  Now God gave us our emotions so that we could experience this earthly life in a fuller way, but more importantly God gave us our emotions to show us and teach us through an inward struggle (we all have within) how much we need God’s strength and power within us so that we can discipline ourselves to such a degree that even our emotions can be brought into the captivity and obedience of Christ Jesus.  If we allow our emotions to rule and reign over us God cannot use us, we willfully forfeit our service to God. We must allow God to work in our lives, through His dealings and judgments in so many areas of our lives, so that our emotions can be brought under control and down to its soulish grave. This timeless truth is beautifully played out in the story of Jesus and the Disciples on the sea when “a great storm of wind and the waves,” threatens their lives. “And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 38And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”  (Mark 4:37-40)  I find it amazing Jesus could not speak to the Disciples their emotions were running wild and could not receive His words, also true today. Jesus had to first calm the outward storm so that He could speak “Peace be still” to the inward emotional storm that was raging within them. This is not what the “Prince of Peace,” (Jesus Christ) is looking for. Oh no my friend, Jesus is looking for us to have our inward thoughts and emotions under control so that the outward storm does not move us.  No need to calm the outward storm let it rage, inwardly I am at peace.  Now that is not denying the storm.  But we can have peace in time of war and we can have war in time of peace. We can be in a storm when everything is calm or we can be calm when everything is stormy. We can even be alone in a crowd.  It all depends upon where our emotional life is. It all depends upon which is gripping our heart, the storm or the faithfulness of God. Jesus then turns His attention to the faithless (like us at times) Disciples, “Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?” Fear is one of the greatest emotions that controls our Christian lives. Fear lives in the pit of our stomach. I know fear all too well, but we must allow God to strengthen us (we cannot do it ourselves) to bring us into faith because, “without faith it is impossible to please God.” (Hebrews 11:6) We must not allow our emotions to control us in pleasing God, obedience is reserved for our spirit and not our emotions.  And yes the further we go on in God, the less He is going to honor our fields of emotions. We will have to learn to walk with the Lord without His conscious presence which can be very terrifying.  Less and less are we dependent on our old emotions that served for our living today.  How can faith develop if He is going to humor us along all the time? We must grow up to be used of God, but often our unstable emotions keeps us as babes, friend this must change.     
One of the biggest emotional places we weekly go to is church.  From the start it is important to remember the three main reasons why we go to church:  The Bible commands us, to be a blessing to others, and to hear God’s voice.  When we involve our emotions in any of these three we are setting ourselves up for failure. Our service to God is never accomplished with what we shall receive, but who we shall bless. It is giving so that others may receive. We put our selves last.  True service to God is JOY:  Jesus first, Others second, and Yourself last, but, not so today in many churches.  In most churches today our emotions are fed a carnal banquet of contemporary music, worldly slide shows and productions with high-tech lights and sounds that drive our emotions upward away from God.  God is downward and we must come down in our thinking and emotions to join in with Him. Sadly activities and parties have replaced services. My friend most if not all contemporary Christian songs are written out from a desire for an emotional experience in God and looking to receive something from Him. God does not need to do what we want Him to do, He is God and He knows what we need. Just take a good look at the song titles I do not need to list them. They are “self” focused, where hymns are God focused. I really dislike the practice of changing the music of the hymns to make them more current and up beat.  They were written out of loss and sacrifice something most song writers know nothing about. It is often said, if I cannot preach from the Bible then I will use a hymn book.  We sing, I want to dance like David (a very emotional man) danced, well my friend unless you go through the same things David went through you will never be able to dance like David danced. David’s emotions time and time again (like us too) got him into trouble with his family and God. It seems there must always be a constant motion of activities for our flesh to parade itself in. True worship has northing to do with singing or dancing, but a bowing down our heads and hearts before the Lord of Lords and King of Kings in total submission. I cannot remember the last time I was in a church or home group meeting where we did not sing for 30 or 45 minutes. When I pastor again (and I feel this will happen) there will be no excessive singing, dancing, or flag waving. We come to church to hear from God and to be a blessing not to be entertained.  If I am looking for entertainment I will go to a ball game, read a book, or take our dog for a walk. I know this is hard for many churches to hear, but my friend we are getting further and further off track. People are dying and going to hell in America and around the world while we are singing and dancing asking God to change our hearts or come and fill us. I probably have offended many friends and if so I am sorry for offending you, but I am not sorry for speaking the truth. Please never forget our chief cornerstone (Jesus Christ and His Gospel message) is also a rock of offence to them who do not really know the Lord. A good question to ask is why do people come to your church? If the answer is because of your music ministry (which is not listed in the Bible as a ministry) then the main pillar of your church is not the preaching of the word of God. We must get back to the Gospel message, back to the Cross, so we can come to some level of spiritual maturity and development in God. Jesus never traveled around with a singing group or band of musicians. When Jesus did sing it was in keeping with His Jewish customs and rituals like with the Passover. There is a deafening silence of God’s voice in most churches today because of much singing and an emotional excitement that keeps our spirit weak and our flesh strong. The words of God must get to our spirit, not our emotions, if we are going to touch lives for Christ.   

In 1 Kings we read how “the Lord” (God) spoke to Elijah, “And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 12And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.”  (1 Kings 19:11-12)  God did not speak from the wind, or from the earthquake, nor from the fire (all that would affect our emotions), but in “a still small voice” to Elijah’s spirit. This is the place God can get our attention so we can hear His voice, in silence and stillness before Him. Our emotions (singing and such) prevent us from entering in to this place in God. There is a place of silence in God that brings us to nothingness, a place where we have nothing to say. There are three types of silence:  a silence of words, a silence of desires, and a silence of thoughts. The first is perfect. The second is even more perfect and the third is the most perfect.  In the first, the silence of words, there is virtue (strength) that is acquired.  In the second, the silence of desires, quietness is obtained; and in the third, the silence of thoughts, this is God’s goal to touch the internal recollection of all of our senses.  To lay hold of the silence of thought is to arrive and abide at the center of our being where Christ dwells.  Not by speaking, desiring, nor reasoning we reach the central place of our inward walk, that place where God speaks to our inward man.  It is there that God communicates Himself to our spirit; and there in the inner most depths of our being He teaches us of Himself.  He guides us to this place where He alone speaks His most secret and hidden thoughts of His heart to us.  We must enter into this through silence if we would hear His divine voice within us. Forsaking the world will not accomplish this, even renouncing our desires.  No, not even if we should renounce all things created.  What then? True peace and rest is found only in this three fold silence, only before an open door where God may communicate Himself to us.  It is in that place He can transform us into Himself.  This transformation of our soul consists not in speaking to God nor in thinking of God, but in loving Him greatly. And how is this love acquired? By the means of perfect resignation on our part of God’s faithfulness to us and this threefold silence. We can only quiet the raging storm within us when we allow (our choice not God’s) God to work in our lives and bring us to a place of stillness and silence.      

God started something in the Book of Genesis (1:26) and He has not changed His mind. God is still in the business of making man into His own image and this too is our choice. God will never be able to reach His goal of conforming us into His image unless we can control (through God’s strengthening and power) our emotions.  We will never be able to come to the image of God (Jesus Christ) unless God can bring us to silence and quietness before Him.  If not then the storm rages on within as we feed our flesh more and more with a smorgasbord of emotional delights.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

                  It Is Enough

 
Jesus said “It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord.” (Matthew 10:25) Jesus then continued on encouraging the disciples not to fear those who could kill the body only, but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body (Matt. 10: 28) in hell.  Jesus was mocked, run out of town, reviled, scourged, made fun of, and crucified for doing His Fathers will. Why do we think as Christians we can just live the “life of Reilly” and escape all the hardships Jesus went through? The very hardships we shun are the very things that help us grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. This however is up to us, we can choose to grow up or we can choose to stay babies.  I was walking the dog one day and thought about a previous pastor’s wife. I felt sorry for her because she married such a pathetic man that calls himself a pastor.  Oh on the outside looking in all looks grand, prosperous church, everybody busy and happy.  But it’s all a façade, useless empty works condoned and even encouraged by a pitiful empty man void of the spirit of God, who is more interested in keeping his “job” than becoming what God wants him to become. Whose weekly watered-down, non-Holy Ghost inspired sermons are a sham and at best compromises of the word of God.  Unfortunately he’s not alone in compromising the word of God, there are plenty of pastors out there that do this. It’s all for filthy lucre, because if you tickle peoples ears you will get more of an offering. If you really really preach the word of God honey you ain’t going to get rich. You will offend everybody and will have to work a regular job (a bold thought indeed) just to support yourself, because nobody will pay you to tick them off — which the real word of God will do. Thus, one would indeed be like our Lord Jesus, who had no where to “lay his head.” Where do we lay our head at night? I undeservedly have a nice bed and clean sheets.

     If you are a pastor I implore you to not comprise the word of God we all need to hear, “thus saith the Lord.” A real pastor will get his reward in Heaven, while the wimpy, fake, self-strength pastor that preaches from their ability and haughty spirit or from a sermon they have pulled from the internet . . .  well, they already have their reward. If they’re lucky maybe they’ll squeak by into Heaven by the skin of their teeth.  I’m afraid some will be burning for a long long time, because they want to stray from God’s word and cause people to err, all for money or for a respected position in the community.  The Bibles says, “There is a way that seemeth right” yet in God’s eyes they are reprobates, because they have not preached the word of God nor sought His face to forgive them of their sins and wayward doings. They seek not His face for the weekly message, so much easier to pull something off the internet. Yeah, they have their reward. The pastors who REALLY pastor in Nepal, Congo, Somalia, Nigeria, Kenya, India, etc – the ones who put their lives and the lives of their family on the line, the ones who visit the old and the sick in their weakness and infirmities, the ones who weep before the Lord for their own shortcomings, who don’t call unrighteousness righteousness or evil for good, who don’t cover up evil doing, but reproves it at first glance.  And don’t think pastoring is a job, but rather a solemn and holy call of service from God these pastors know their reward is in heaven. Perhaps you think I’m being harsh or judgmental, well maybe, but God is going to be REAL harsh with all the fakey, wimpy so-called pastors and Christians. Folks we have to watch our p’s and q’s.  It’s not over yet don’t count on God’s grace to cover your stupidity, read the Bible! As for the former pastor and his wife I wish them no ill will. I genuinely feel sorry for them as they keep sliding down the slippery slope of denominationalism into the gaping jaws of hell, God forbid. Let us endeavor to be as our Lord that will be enough. Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:                    
       Identification 
By John Wright Follette

Smoking Flax page 95

I am flame born of celestial fire.

I bear a name, Insatiable Desire.

I wear in heart an image all divine,

Past human art, not traced by moral line.

I hear God call to taste His heavenly power,

I give my all to burn life’s single hour.

So let me burn through fetters that would bind;

Thus will I learn and freedom will I find.

I shall return to Love’s eternal fire,

There shall I burn – a satisfied desire.

DEAR FRIENDS:

     Back in November two churches in Jamestown, Missouri approached me to consider the possibility of pastoring.  We (I use the pronoun we, because when you get me you also get Karen, we have been a team for over 30 years) were deeply honoured they would ask.  Along the application process I felt a peace in my spirit, especially when I found on a blog some historical, biographical, and community affairs  involvement information.  It seems as if the Lord opened up my heart and enlarged it toward these folks.  I felt to contact some realtors in the areas to inquire about possible property to buy.  Karen and I were (yes I will say it)  excited about the up coming move after all we were a military family and in the past we would move every three or four years and now we have been living in Jacksonville for almost seven years.  Well as the process drew to an end we were in a hand full of candidates (apparently others were contacted) and in the end we were not selected.  I was stunned I felt sure this was God’s will (I am still convinced it was) for us, I could not believe my ears when the wonderful lady on the pastor search committee told me of their selection. Now this wonderful lady on the pastor search committee whom I talked with and emailed a few times also knew I was to be the pastor of the two churches.  But what could I say, the committee said no even a second time and it was settled on earth not as it was settled in heaven.  In the Book of Matthew Jesus told the disciples “Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 18:18) Appling this divine spiritual principle does not pass muster if man does not agree, gather, or bind something. Something may be bound or gathered to you in heaven (God’s will for your life), but it appears man has a part to play in making it happen on earth.  So much is discussed and taught about man’s influence in God’s will being done on earth, most teach man’s will has no impact of God’s will, well my friend I believe this is wrong teaching out from wrong thinking.  Time and time again in the Bible we see where God wanted something to happen, but because man had other plans or worse could not discern the will of God (what I believe happened with the pastor search committee in Jamestown) what God wanted to see happen was  not accomplished.  The best example of this is when Jesus said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” (Matthew 23:37)    Here Jesus wanted something to happen (something wonderful), but the people did not want it to happen and it did not.   God wants us all to come to repentance, but we know sadly many living today will die and go to hell, because they see no need to repent. Here again God wants something to happen (bound in heaven), but because man chooses to bind it on earth many will pay the price for their disobedience. What was the price Jerusalem paid?  “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 39For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” (Matthew 23:38-39)  There is always a price we pay for disobedience to God’s will for our life.  Oh we may not see it in this life, but in time we will come to see it and suffer loss. We must be very careful when making choices for God. We must be led by the Holy Spirit if not we will choose out from our senses, our emotions, and our flesh missing the Spirit of God moving and miss out on the glory God had in store for our obedience. God’s glory is always on the other side of our obedience. To the churches in Jamestown, may God have mercy.      
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
November:   Nairobi, Kenya
     
December:  Local Ministry
          January:  Local Ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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