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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us finish looking at how we may acquire the knowledge of God, knowing we are not talking about a mental or emotional knowledge, but a heart-felt, personal relationship whereby our character is changed to be more like His precious Son Jesus Christ.  During the end of 2009 and the loss of my father early 2010, the Lord really opened my eyes to how much He wants us to look like Him. There are two more areas we must look at to complete our study here.  The next area is; we acquire the knowledge of God through sound teaching.  How can we know God if we are not taught to know His word?  His word is the very nature and heart of God.  This too is why Jesus became the “word.” In John 1:1 we read, “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word (Jesus) was with God, and the Word (Jesus) was God.” Then the word became flesh, “And the Word (Jesus) was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  (John 1:14) The more we come to know the Scriptures the more we will come to have a personal relationship and know God.  But take heed to your self, it matters who your Bible teacher is.  Since the late 70s there has been an explosion of Bible teachers moving the church away from God’s original idea of sharing the Gospel message through evangelism.  In John we also read the words of Jesus, “And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 38And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 39Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  (John 5:37-39)  Jesus commands (not a suggestion or good idea) us to “search the scriptures; for in them ye shall have eternal life:” and what is eternal life?  Again in John, “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”  (John 17:3) It is a circle of life, the more we know the Scriptures the more we will come to know God.  But I end this thought with this warning to take heed to who you listen to. The broad way to hell is paved with Bible teachers with good intentions, but know not God.
     And the last area we can acquire the knowledge of God is by relationship.  Now this is both relationship with God and man.  Do not think you can have a relationship with God and ignore man.  
As we come to know and appreciate God’s children we will come to know and appreciate God the more.  Now do not get me wrong here.  All of God’s children are not so lovely and we must be careful to handle them “to be wise as serpents, but gentle doves.”  I will be honest there are some of God’s children I do not want to be around, but that does not mean I do not care about or even love them and I am sure the feeling is mutual. John asked, “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?  (1 John 4:20) Well, the answer is obvious we must desire to have our heart soften by God so that we will be able to deal with character flaws and attitudes within us and others, we all have them.  Relationship is at the heart of the flow of God’s life from God to man and man to man.   
     Next month we will start looking at the spiritual nature of God. 
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
      Unity (Oneness) with the Father 

Every time I say something I should not the Holy Spirit brings to my spirit the spiritual truth; out of our mouth speaks our heart. Whatever our feelings and thoughts for our spouse, friends, maybe our job will come out our mouth. There is another spiritual truth we must understand. We will respond to whatsoever is inside of us.  Even as Christians if those things of the world such as ungodly worldly (self-seeking contemporary and Christian rock) music and the ways and means of the world are inside of us we will respond to them.  It is easy to see what is inside of us, just wait and look at what we respond to.  Is it the world or the word of God we respond too?  If it is the word of God then we will respond to the Father in obedience and come into unity and oneness with Him. What we respond to is often seen in times of testing and when we are under pressure. The greater the pressure the more of our real nature and character is exposed. Pressure and stresses refine and defines our character. Even the tares and the wheat grow together in harmony and are not exposed for what they are until the tares are separated from the wheat by the reaper, “Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.”  (Matthew 13:30)  My friend whatsoever is inside of us will be seen for what it really is during the time of separation, tribulation, testing, and harvest. How much unity we are in with the Father will also be seen during times of pressures, testing and tribulation.          

Now many Christians believe Jesus came to make us all Christians so that we all can come into unity with each other and make heaven on earth, well not so my friend.  Jesus came so that we might have “life eternal” (John 10:10), the life of God.  “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3)  Jesus came so that we may know the Father.  Jesus came so that we could come into unity with the Father.  We can only have the life of God and know Him if we are in unity with the Father. And the more we are in unity with the Father the more of Him we can have in our life, the more of His peace, joy, and rest we can have. How can we partake of the Father’s blessing if we are not in unity with the Father?  My friend it will not happen.  In the Psalms we read, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 2It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 3As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.”  (Psalms 133:1-3) Now the word, “unity” (Strong’s #3162) in verse one here means: unitedness, union, altogether, alike. Behold, how good and how pleasant for brethren to dwell together in union, unitedness, union, altogether, and alike, but not in oneness. Did you know there is a degree of importance in the words in the Bible? The Holy Spirit did not randomly select words, but hand picked them and individually plugged them into Scripture. In different verses we can see this truth in action. Here in Psalms 133:1 we read “good and pleasant,” but not “perfect” as in Matthew 5:48, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  (Matthew 5:48)  The word “perfect” here Strong’s #5048 means to be brought to an end, made complete, finished not like without flaws like a flower, but a completed process in our life.  The verse did not say, “Behold how perfect it is . . .”  it said how good and how pleasant.  Man cannot be perfect, good, or even pleasant unless the Father is allowed (man’s choice) to change their lives.  Please understand man’s ability to be good and pleasant is even based on his ability to be in unity with the Father. Those that enjoy a level of unity with the Father will be good and pleasant with man.  Please keep this important thought in your mind as you read on.  

Now the oneness that Jesus prayed for in the real Lord’s Prayer John 17 was a desire of the Father for us.  Please know Jesus was not praying for the church to come into unity, He already knew this would not happen due to man’s selfishness and greed.  So many denominations struggle and strive so hard to find common ground even to the point of compromising the Gospel message to be in unity with each other, but this can never be unless all hearts are in unity with the Father. The basis for unity or oneness with the Father is submitting to and enduring His dealings and judgments in our lives unto death. All those who desire to be in unity or in oneness with the Father will have to die. Jesus learned this truth as He daily walked with the Disciples, when the Father pressed Him as He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane “not my will, but thy be done,” and then personified it when the Father glorified Him when He physically died. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:3-4) If we desire to walk with God “in newness of life” we must taste of the waters from the baptism pool of His death. What a stark and vivid truth that is missed by the denominational teaching of water baptism today.  Only in unity with the Father does life come out of death.  We today may die physically, as Jesus and as some of our brothers and sisters have, but if not physically surely we must die spiritually to our selfishness, our self-seeking nature and ways, and of course we must die to all of those religious traditions, emotional rituals, and customs of man that the church of today is bound in.  Now Jesus was praying for us to be “one” or in unity with the Father as He is in unity or “one” with the Father.  What a powerful thought, what a transforming word. “And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”  (John 17:22-23)  The word “perfect” here is the very same word that is found in Matthew 5:48 and the word “one” (Strong’s #1520) here means one; like in the Trinity, the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit is one with an eternal completeness of purpose.  Jesus was praying that we would see the need to come into unity into the same oneness of eternal completeness of purpose that He shares with the Father. Wow what a powerful truth for us to move in.  But, please notice Jesus did not make this unity happen for us, but gave us a choice.  Sadly for many the prayer of Jesus has fallen on the ground.  Sadly all that Jesus prayed for us has been swallowed up in our willful disobedience. We can see this disobedience in the diversity of doctrines and denominations that breed: confusion, strife, and division within the Body of Christ. Sadly we can see this truth moving in the diversity of sub-denominational churches that change a name, but the rebellious heart condition has not. Unity or oneness with doctrine will not give you unity or oneness with the Father, however many churches preach this lie to their shame. Join our denomination we are the right church, we can track our history back to the Bible days, what a lie.  

Brethren there is only one Church someday Jesus is coming back for.  There is only one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. “Endeavouring to keep the unity (Strong’s #1775, and comes from Strong’s root word #1520) of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one (Strong’s #1520) body, and one (Strong’s #1520) Spirit, even as ye are called in one (Strong’s #1520) hope of your calling; 5One (Strong’s #1520) Lord, one (Strong’s #1520) faith, one (Strong’s #1520) baptism, 6One (Strong’s #1520) God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” (Ephesians 4:3-6) Now if these verses are true (and they are) then why are there 100s of denominations and sub-denominations in the Body of Christ today? That answer is easy, rebellion to the word of God because of no unity with the Father.  When we are in some level of unity with the Father we will want what He wants.  His desires will be ours desires, His plans will be our plans, His purpose will be our purpose, but when there is no unity with the Father what we want takes our heart and our selfish and unrighteous desires over ride the Father’s purpose ending in fruitless toil and total destruction.  My friend this is not the Father’s intention for us.  Back in Psalms 133 we can find the Father’s purpose in His unity and oneness with man, “2It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 3As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.”  (Psalms 133:2-3)  Where is the “for there the LORD commanded the blessing?” Is it the beard of Aaron? Or maybe on the mountains of Zion?  Oh no my friends, it is found only in that place of unity with the Father.  Only in unity with the Father can He bless us and give us His life.  Only in this place of oneness with the Father can this blessing be found.  More than money and fame the Father’s blessing contains “life for evermore.”  Even Godly ministry comes out from this place of unity with the Father.  No wonder what we see on TV and at many churches today have no life, they have no unity with the Father. This my friend is not the Father’s desire for us.  He desires for us is to be in unity with Him so that He can command “the blessing, even life for evermore.” Oh my friend let us today desire and allow the Father to work in our lives bringing us into greater and greater unity with Him.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

Karen will not be adding anything this month, but look for something next month.
DEAR FRIENDS:


Back in December 2009, when I was waiting before the Lord for what He wanted for us in 2010, the Lord impressed on me 2010 would be a year of leanness.  Now this leanness may be for just Karen and I, but I do not think so. I believe 2010, for the church internationally, will be a time when God begins to cut away the fat of years of plenty and excess.  As a fighter begins to train in earnest for a prize fight, he knows he must drop unneeded pounds to get down to fighting weight so that he can increase his endurance and stamina.  I believe in 2010 we will see a greater increase in persecution around the world. The government of America once was the standard and oversight that was lifted up to help keep this in check, but now the government of America could care less about Christian persecution.  I believe the nominal church of America will also come under greater persecution as God brings a leanness to shape them up, but they will not notice they will continue to sing and dance while they gorge themselves at the prosperity doctrine trough until they are so fat with false teachings and lies they will be an easy target for destruction.  When we look at the Scriptures we find it is God who sends leanness to us.  In Job we read, “Though I speak, my grief is not asswaged: and though I forbear, what am I eased?  7But now he hath made me weary: thou hast made desolate all my company. 8And thou hast filled me with wrinkles, which is a witness against me: and my leanness rising up in me beareth witness to my face. 9He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: he gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me. 10They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me.”  (Job 16:6-10) and in Isaiah we read, “Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. 17And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day;” (Isaiah 10:16-17) Many Christians believe God would never bring leanness to His people

My friend in 2010 let us embrace the leanness of the Lord and drop all of the excess and plenty in our lives that will enable us to move correctly with Him.  Leanness does not mean starvation or lack (now that may be coming in the future), but means having enough to survive, and how does man survive? “And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.”  (Deuteronomy 8:3)   
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

        
March:  India (projected)

April:  Local Ministry


May:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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