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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us continue this month to look at the means by which we may be able to acquire the personal knowledge of God.  So far in past months we have taken a critical spiritual look at how “by revelation” and “by the Word” we can acquire this personal knowledge and this month we will look at “by the Spirit.”  It is through the Spirit of God we communicate and commune with God. Many denominations today teach down the Holy Spirit in our relationship with God, but without the precious Holy Spirit moving in our lives we will have no hope in receiving things the Father has prepared for us.  In Ephesians Paul shares this truth with the folks in Ephesus when he said, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,” (Ephesians 1:17-18)  How can we receive the “spirit of wisdom” and “the revelation in the knowledge of him,” if not received by the Spirit of God.  How will we know “what is the hope of his (not our calling) calling” and “what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints” is if not receive by the Spirit of God.  It is the Holy Spirit that leads and guides us to all truths, of which the biggest truth is how much we are not like Jesus Christ.  It is a shame more denominations do not focus more on the operations of the Holy Spirit, if they would I believe there would be much less deception in the operations of the local bodies of Christ.  Also in 1 Corinthians Paul takes up this truth, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”  (1 Corinthians 2:9-16)  I know it is many verses, but it is important to understand what Paul through the Holy Spirit is saying to us today.  Here Paul was telling the church at Corinth, the many wonderful things God has prepared can only be revealed through His Spirit. We humans think we know so much; our lives are consumed today with technology and what we call advances in science, in the arts, and in understanding of what we call enlightenment, but in reality unless we have received the Spirit of God we know nothing of any importance.  Our lives are filled with the things of the natural man that will some day pass away. And we read, “The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God” all of what we think is important to God is foolishness to Him.  All of our vain work and hope to coexist with other religions to make a better world and bring peace to mankind is for nought.  It is only through the power of the Spirit of God that we can we ever hope to understand what God has prepared for us.  The beginning of verse 15 is critical to understanding what I am saying here, “But he that is spiritual judgeth all things.” How do we become spiritual?  By receiving the Spirit of God and allowing Him to teach us and grow us day by day as we through the spirit develop and grow into the fulness of the stature of the perfect man Christ Jesus.  Paul ties the words “spiritual” together with the word “judgeth” to make a reference to what has to happen for us to become spiritual, be judged. Now judgment today in the local bodies is seldom discussed and rarely preached. Today the focus in most denominations and religions is on God’s mercy and grace. Now please do not misunderstand me here, I like mercy and grace as much if not more than the next guy, but it is critical we understand mercy and grace comes AFTER judgment. No judgment by God and ourselves then we shall not receive mercy or grace. For us to receive salvation we have to judge our selves and find ourselves woefully lacking.  In the same matter for us to grow and mature in the Lord and come to know God and His ways we must allow God to judge. Judgment is a bad word in the Body of Christ, but here we see it is the requirement to be called spiritual.  How can we “have the mind of Christ” if we are not spiritual and have things in our lives that are not pleasing to God? Everything in God is received by His Spirit, even the personal knowledge of who He is and how He operates in our lives, He is Spirit and truth.  John said it this way, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  Next month we will begin to look at the last two ways to acquire the personal knowledge of God; “by teaching” and “by relationship.”
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
        Following the Right Message
In Matthew Jesus shares these words with the disciples, “And he said unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  (Matthew 4:19)  In the Greek text the words “to become” appears.  This becoming is critical to our spiritual growth and development for it is the process of allowing God to work so in our lives that we can become like Him.  In our following there is always a becoming like who we follow. Jesus was not saying to walk behind Him in lock step, but to do and say the things He did and said, to become like Him in character, manner, and nature. Isaiah called this process a road we must travel, “The Highway of Holiness” (Isaiah 35:8) of which the unclean shall not be able to travel on. As a matter of fact Jesus encouraged the disciples 5 times (Matthew 4:19, 8:22, 9:9, 16:24, 19:21) in the book of Matthew to “follow me.” When Jesus called the disciples into ministry, which for them was the beginning of their salvation and walk with the Lord, He gave them a way to travel and a particular message for them to follow.  And my friend it is the same message we must follow today, there is no other message in the Bible other then becoming like Jesus Christ, for as we become like Christ we are becoming like the Father. I find it interesting there was no sinner’s prayer uttered by the disciples, but it was their obedience (the first time Christ spoke) to Christ that enabled them to walk and follow the correct message that would lead them to the purpose and end for their lives. We cannot follow the message we want to follow and expect to end up where God has in His mind for us to end.  Even Jesus had to follow the way His Father had for Him and that way was a simplistic, humble, and lowly life-style that led to the cross.  My friend this is the very same way, message, and life-style we too must travel if we desire to become like Christ, do you hear Him saying, “follow me?” Sadly many Christians today do not hear Him say, “follow me,” because they are listening to other messages.  Remember, the life-style and spiritual growth of the members of a church will come out from the message of the church they attend.  It is no wonder the church in American has lost its effectiveness around the world, all our brothers and sisters in the Lord want from us now is our money, why, because we have substituted the things of God for things of the world.  They see our godless and compromised life-style.  Instead of seeking God’s kingdom and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33) we seek and worship, men of God, buildings, and things that pertain to God and His kingdom and ignore His righteousness. The cry of the church in America is deliver me from life’s hardships while the cry of the church outside America is, God strengthen my back so I can endure life’s hardship better and you will be glorified the more. Sadly too many Christians are following wrong messages, they are not following the example Christ laid down for us to follow.  And with each passing year I see these messages taking greater root in the church and the messengers are getting bolder and richer while the recipients are getting deceived and confused.  Let us look at a few of these ungodly and unbiblical messages that are eroding the effectiveness of the church and extinguishing the light of the church upon the hill.  

The first ungodly and unbiblical message many Christians follow today is a strong desire to make their approach to God through their emotions and feelings. Friend, it is our spirit and not our soul that makes our ascent to God.  It is our spirit that touches the heart of God not our soul.  Our soul houses our intellect and emotions. We see this projection in the never-ending run of conferences and seminars in the church today and the printing of Christian self-help book after self-help book on every topic under the sun.  We are never still long enough so that God can speak to our spirit.  It is in our spirit not our soul or mind in which God reveals His character and nature to. The Bible teaches us, be still and know that I am God (Psalms 46:10), but we cannot be still long enough before Him so that we can know Him.  We really want to feel God, because we really do not want to endure the process of becoming like Him, the process of being conformed into His image.  For us to be able to ascend to God with our spirit it will require stillness and a knowing. But you cannot gather earthly riches and popularity by being still before God, so this way and message is ignored.  This stillness comes by way of God’s dealing and judgments in our lives.  When we truly meet God our hands will hang at our sides and our knees will be weak, and we will see no value in our ability. It brings us to a place where we have nothing to say, we keep our mouth in the dust (Lamentations 3:29). We will not feel like standing to our feet and shaking our fist in glee, oh no, we will be happy just sitting still and being there. This mental and emotional ascent most often gives way to a hyper-spiritual approach that takes one out of the experienced based teaching God uses to conform us into His image. It is our life experiences God uses to break and mold us into His dear Son’s image. Maybe that is why many Christians do not look and act like Christ? Before we can reach the spiritual realm in God, we first must satisfy God’s requirements that will get us into the Spirit. Our emotions and feelings will never take us into the spiritual realm. I do not trust my emotions, feelings, and mental ability, especially in God, one bit. John teaches us, we are to worship God in spirit and truth (John 4:23), but sadly it is the lack of truthfulness and integrity of many members in the church today that prevent their spiritual progression and growth in God.  And lastly, many are taught to go after the presence of God. Well, to do this we must use our feelings and this is wrong teaching.  God has so much more for us then His presence. We are to go after God Himself, Paul said, “oh to know Him and the power of His resurrection” not His presence.  If we go after His presence we may attain it, but we will not have God’s best, His person.  My friend you will never know God’s power or His resurrection if you go after knowing Him through your emotions and feelings.              

The next ungodly and unbiblical message that many Christians follow is a wrong philosophy (way to live your life) and life-style on forgiveness. They have not adopted a right philosophy and life-style for taking responsibility for their actions and spiritual growth and development.  It is not God’s intention for us to wear out His and our brother’s and sister’s grace on our repeated mistakes. God’s expectation for us is to do things right the very first time.  Now do not get me wrong I thank God for grace, but making mistakes again and again and then counting on me to forgive you and worst yet God to forgive you is wrong thinking from wrong teaching.  It does matter who your teacher is. Many churches today are full of this message. God loves you and He will forgive you, just keep asking for His forgiveness, well this is true, but this is not the total truth.  We need to grow up and stand on truth and the whole counsel of God and stop following this half-truth message of forgiveness.  Did you know for a lie to be believed there must be an element of truth moving in it?  This is why a half-truth is more dangerous then an open lie. Again I am not talking about grace verses law issues, but I am talking about a philosophy where we live our life and do not care if we make mistakes, oh that’s okay God will forgive me. Well, my friend this thinking is wrong.  Sadly many churches teach this message if you make a mistake it is okay God will forgive you (and He will thank God), but our first try at things in life must be to do them right.  We must purpose to live our life trying to do right the very first time.  Many people just do not care how they do things and handle the things of God, God will forgive me and so will Dave Stahl so I will do it any old way.  The problem with this teaching is the absence of personal responsibility before God and man, a thinking where there is no consequences for our actions.  My friend in God you are held accountable for your actions.  In God you cannot say and do what you want to do and grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).  In God it matters how we do things not what we do.  We can preach the word of God around the world, but if we do it for the wrong reasons, full of arrogance, ambition, and flamboyance it will mean nothing to God.  God will be gloried, He always gets the glory, but for the preacher, even though many people were saved and mighty miracles happened, it will be counted as sin and loss in their life.  Brethren we must be careful to how we do things in our lives.  This message of forgiveness cost Jesus His life.  He did not die so that we could make money by selling the Gospel, become popular, or so we all could go to heaven, oh no my friend Jesus died for you and me so that we might be able to become like Him and receive His Father’s precious promises. We will never be able to move in God correctly unless we learn to function like Him.  It is God’s intention for us to participate with Him in having His will done on earth as it is done in heaven.  For this to happen we must be able to do things the way God does them.  We must reject this message of cheap grace alone and grow in the knowledge of becoming responsible before God and man.  God will not give us His things unless we can prove to Him we can handle them.  Many Christians think they receive all the things of God when they are first saved, well my friend this too is wrong thinking, we must qualify for God’s goods.  The more God can trust us, the more God will give to us.  God only gives His goods to His obedient children.  The more we do things right the first time the more God will trust us. And too the more we learn from our mistakes, learning and ever learning, the more God will trust us.      

The last and most popular and sweeping ungodly and unbiblical message in the world is the prosperity message, it has grown world-wide and now has developed into a doctrine. Can you image, an ungodly and unbiblical message that now has become a teaching? The word doctrine just means teaching. Most of these teachers are linked by mass media (TV, internet, and satellite), always have something to sell, and teach at each other’s church.  Often two or three will hold a conference or music-fest further spreading their ungodly and unbiblical message. Please understand I am not upset, angry, or jealous, but just sounding the alarm as a warning to those who have a desire for the real things of God.  Remember, Jesus told us, “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”  (Matthew 24:24)  A false christ or prophet must have a false message, a message that sounds right, looks right, and feels right, but not found in the Bible, a message not of Christ and if believed it will deceive the elect. Those Christians who have adopted the prosperity message equate God’s blessing and favor in their lives with earthly prosperity. The more cars and houses we have the more God loves us. The bigger the church and ministry the more it, directly reflects the usefulness and value God see in us. Well my friend the Bible nowhere teaches this.  If this be true and is the message we are to follow then Jesus Christ was a complete failure, “And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”  (Matthew 8:20)  While a slave in the house of Potiphar God said Joseph “was a successful” (prosperous in the Greek) man” (Genesis 39:2). The Biblical word for prosperity means to push forward in God, it has nothing to do with earthly gain. It seems the Pentecostal and Evangelic denominations really go after this message.  The more you have the more God loves you, well this my friend is nothing more then a selfish lie that is taught to control and manipulate people. We can exercise great power and authority over people if they want something we say we can give them. I see it everywhere I go, all over the world this drive and self-centered desire for things, this greedy desire is the hook in the jaw that leads so many Christians into deception and great loss.  These ungodly prosperity teachers teach give and God will give 40, 60, 100 fold back to you, well this too my friend is wrong.  They teach give, me or my ministry, $50 dollars and God will give you $500.  They say, give me or my ministry, money and I will pray that God blesses you.  We cannot buy God’s favor or blessing, He gives them to us out from our obedience.  The Bible teaches we are rewarded at the same measure of our giving. For example, our forgiveness is rewarded (Matthew 6:14-15) back to us, at the same measure, as we forgave. The Bible teaches give so that others may receive. The prosperity teachers advocate laziness and receiving from God without working as a reward for being a Christian. Again, the Bible teaches we are rewarded by God out from our obedience to Him. A favorite verse of theirs is “And houses full of all good things which thou filledest not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees which thou plantedest not:  when thou shalt have eaten and be full.”  (Deuteronomy 6:11) Well, Paul taught, “for even when we were with you, we commanded you this:  If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.”  (2 Thessalonians 3:10) The prosperity teachers of today are greedy people who know not God and the Bible. They are nothing like Christ, they are liars and twisters of the scriptures for personal gain, and desire to receive their reward in the here and now. 

Brethren let us follow after Christ, let us become like Him, do you hear Him say, “follow me?” To be honest there is only one Godly and biblical message in the Bible and that message is the message of the cross.  “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words lest the cross of Christ should be made no effect.  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  (1 Corinthians 1:17-18)  A cross whereby we daily die to our selfish ways and self-centered desires, through God’s dealings and judgments in our lives so that we may be able to partake of God’s divine and precious promises. Now there are many themes in the Bible; God’s love, and God said, salvation and redemption, God’s judgment and wrath, and so many more, but the message from Genesis to Revelation is loud and clear, our life is to be a life of separation, by His Spirit, from those in the world that do not believe in the gospel, holiness without which no one shall see God, and a life filled with unselfish dedication and commitment towards God and people in the world. In short we are to fall into the ground and die. (John 12:24) We are to live a life of meekness, humbleness and lowly in spirit and of heart, not self-seeking, but seeking the best for others, doing for the least among us.  Remember, the opposite of holiness is not sin, but commonness. Sadly the church looks like the world, it has become common. Today it seems all you have to do is put the word “Christian” before something and it makes it okay; like Christian rock music, Christian dancing, Christian painting, and the list is seemingly endless.  Sadly today in the church it is form over function. Godliness and holiness has taken a back seat to Christian form at the expense of the Gospel; the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is no wonder the world wants nothing to do with the Church, we have lost the right message.  It seems we cannot have a service unless we have 45-60 minutes of Christian entertainment; we have bands, orchestras, our churches are even constructed like theaters and motion picture studios so we can have Christian plays and make Christian movies, what have we done?  We have forsook the right message for wrong messages.  We have traded God’s idea of simplicity for coming together in one spirit for massive buildings with its overhead.  We have adopted the message of works, when the Bible teaches us it is by faith we are saved.  Sadly the only message in the Bible, the message of the cross, has taken a back seat to other more popular messages; “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God,” what have we done? You know following the right message is important, for if we follow the right message it will bring us to God’s victory. This is God’s ultimate plan for us, victory.  For there is no defeat in God, but for us to end in God’s victory we must follow His message that will lead us all along our life’s way to the end God has in mind.  God’s message is the message of the cross, let us so live our life everyday that this right message not only becomes our way and philosophy, but it becomes our life.  Live our life so that it will consume us to the point we like Paul will be able to say, “I have been crucified with Christ: it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me and the life I which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)  Let us so live our life and follow the right message.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

  Adversity
       “If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.” (Proverbs 24:10) One little sentence, but brother how profound. How often do we whine and bellyache over the smallest of matters. Someone cuts us off and takes our parking space, the sales associate is a little snippy and we get our nose all out of joint. “Well! Who do they think they are?” We get enraged. We are short in our checkbook and we spaz out. The dog pees on the rug, the cat barfs on the couch. Your kid just threw your beautiful bracelet down the toilet. Your best friend thinks you’re a jerk. You got snubbed at the office party. A little old lady runs your foot over with her wheel chair and yells at you with enough cuss words to make a sailor blush and tells you to get out of the way! Now know I’m also talking to Christians here.  Every time things don’t go our way in our little world it’s the devil or it’s your wife’s fault (or husband), or even bad luck. Gee what would we do if we were under real adversity—like getting the bones in our feet broken, like Richard Wurmbrand, every two weeks for preaching the Gospel.  How about getting kicked out of your own home for having a home group meeting or having to run for your life because people hate Christians and want to kill us. That’s what’s happening too many of our brothers and sisters over seas. A lot of things that come our way are for our benefit – to make us grow up.  Bad things that happen to good people do not just happen they are surgical instruments in the hands of God. Jesus was not a whiner He is our prime example, even to the cross. Some times, we are our own worst enemy and we bite off more than what we can chew. Then we whine because “we’re too busy” or “we don’t have time for…” it’s our own fault.  I really don’t think we’re to be busy 24/7 because of our own doings. Now if GOD works your life that way fine, be busy, and at peace, but let’s face it most of us make ourselves busy because WE want to be busy. So if we don’t have time to sit and READ our Bibles and spend time with the Lord or have the time to go to church on Sunday—well, good grief, whose fault is it?  We can pick and choose what we do with our time. If we can sit in front of the TV and play video games for hours or shop for this and that, we have time to spend with God. And time spent with God is never wasted time, wish I could say that about the rest. Spending time with God and reading the Bible will help us to handle those adversities that will come our way.  Can you see Paul whining because he was shipwrecked?  Of course not. Paul took whatever came his way (Dave always says if God has to deliver us from something we have not succeeded we have failed) and so should we. God will throw all sorts of things our way to help us grow up, it’s up to us to take things as gracefully as we can, and not blame shift or whine. Job also was an outstanding example of enduring adversity. Job lost everything in one day! His 10 children died, his camels stolen, servants killed, sheep burnt up, oxen and donkeys stolen, and still more servants slain (Job 1:13-22). Job’s response, he tore his robe, shaved his head, fell to his knees, and worshipped the Lord. Then after all this he says “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return thither; the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord. (Job 1:21). Friend I guarantee that no matter what you’re going through unless you’re about to be boiled in oil or sawn asunder there’s at least a 100,000 people in the world worse off than you. “For our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” (2 Corinthians 4:17).  Let us allow God to strengthen us in the inward part so our strength in the day of adversity won’t be small but will be such that we can say, “blessed be the name of the Lord.” Let us be as strong in our adversity as our over seas brothers and sisters are.  Let them not be ashamed of us because we whine and pitch fits. Let us be like Paul when he said “for I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith be content, I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:11-13). God help us to, “endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”(2 Timothy 2:3)  Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:                    
 

God’s Desire

        By Charles Haun

Oh that the desires of god’s heart may

flash before my eyes

That I may see His yearning and hear

His hungry cries

May I forget His glories

ordained  for me one day.

And gaze upon His longing that men

would walk His way.

May I forget my hunger and

lose desires for self.

DEAR FRIENDS:


After Thanksgiving this year Jake Luffy and I headed for Kenya there we meet Niki Marsov from Bulgaria and shared in a week-long conference with Pastor Joseph Mutua and many folks from his Cornerstone Christian churches. The word of God delivered, by all three speakers, was rich and full directed to the heart.  If the word of God never reaches our heart then all that was said will never reach the purposes and fulfilment God has planned in the sending of His word.  Now from the first time I spoke at the conference I let the folks at the conference know this trip to Kenya was more for my benefit than for theirs.  God has His ways of working in our lives in places like Africa where the work could not be done in the States to bring us to heath.  In 3 John 2, this is what John was saying, “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper (here from the Greek “euodoo” to help along the road or push forward in God) and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”  (3 John 2)  Now John was not talking about our physical health here, but was talking about our spiritual health; whereby we become sound in faith, doctrine, and our words.  This was my first ministry trip in two years (since Turkey in Dec. 2007) where I knew God had plans to work in the lives of those who traveled with me, in the lives who heard us speak, but more in my life as I allowed Him to strengthen me with might and understanding in the inward man and He did. This is always God’s intention in His sending, to get us away from our place of routine and comfort so He can literally bring things into our lives that will work in us to bring us to better health and relationship with the Brethren and Him. During this trip the Lord opened my eyes to some things I already knew, but chose to ignore and showed me some areas I needed to allow Him to work in. I thank God for His work in my life through my friends and through His Spirit.                    


After the conference we had the opportunity to sit down with many of the Cornerstone pastors and a small group of multi-denominational pastors with whom Pastor Mutua is involved with where we just talk about issues we all are involved with. You can check these pastor groups (please do so) by going our website and select “Trip Pictures” and then “2009” then “Kenya 2009.”  It was during these talks and from a general feel I could see the corporate Church in Kenya is in great peril.  Not from the possible blood bath that could follow the rewriting of their constitution the country is involved with today, but from the prosperity doctrine message that is sweeping the country. Even the more conservative, Bible-based pastors of Cornerstone mentioned using the prosperity doctrine message to gather money for their individual churches. If they fall for this very powerful ungodly message the end result will yield a selfish, self-centered Body of Christ that gives to get and not gives so that others may receive.  Church attendance in Kenya is already on a downward spiral due to the increase of prosperity in the country. Every where we went we saw new construction and roads jammed with BMWs and Mercedes. I have seen this before in Poland, Czech Republic, Romania, and Bulgaria when prosperity come in the Church empties out to go after jobs, wealth, and prosperity.                 

Please pray for Pastor Mutua and all the Christians in Kenya. I believe perilous times are ahead for them and us. I believe 2010 holds a time of leanness for the world, but for those who have allowed God to work in their lives 2010 holds, “And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.”  (Isaiah 45:3)
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
January:  Local Ministry

February:  Local Ministry

March:  India (projected)

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com
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Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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