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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Last month we began to look at a very puzzling truth about God Himself, He does not have a body.  This truth is almost as impossible to understand as the Trinity of God; how God can be the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit all three in one. The closest I can get to this understanding is looking at a cross section of Neapolitan ice cream.  In the slice you have chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry, three different types of ice cream in one section.  I know it is a very simplistic example, but it works for me.     
In John 4:24, Johns tells us “God is a Spirit” and in Colossians Paul teaches   
God is invisible, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:” (Colossians1:14-16). And so too the writer to the Hebrews, “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:27)  Now here is the mystery, in Exodus 33 Moses asks to see God’s glory, but God says He will allow His goodness to pass before him. “And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 19And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 20And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. 21And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 22And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 23And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.”  (Exodus 33:18-23)
Now wait a minute, if God is invisible how could He have a hand, back parts, and a face? Well, in God we must remember there is a physical presence of God and a manifest presence of God.  Here in Exodus it was God’s manifest presence that God allowed Moses to see walk past not His physical presence, because as God said, “for there shall no man see me and live” now this is the Father. We know this could not have been Jesus because many people (the 12 apostles and 70 disciples to name a few) have seen Jesus and lived and the Holy Spirit at this time had not come in operation.  But how could Moses see God’s manifest presence?  What eyes did he use to be able to see God?  Now remember in Hebrews, “he endured, as seeing him (God) who is invisible.”  I believe they were not physical eyes, how can physical eyes see that which is spiritual until the spiritual is manifested?  Oh no my friend Moses used His spiritual eyes those that had been developed through years on the back side of the wilderness experiences being faithful in tending his father-in-laws sheep and leading the Children of Israel.  Moses learned seeing God happens after many prayers and tears. It is attained by confession of sin and much heart searching and humbling before God; by self surrender, a courageous and uncomplaining. It is not gained by seeking great things for ourselves, but rather by counting those things that are gain to us as loss for Christ. That is a great price. but it must it must be unflinchingly paid by him who would be not merely a nominal but a real spiritual leader of men, a leader whose power is recognized and felt in heaven, on earth and in hell. It was Moses’ character not his ability and talents God was pleased with and afforded him the opportunity to look at him as He passed.  In Numbers we get a glimpse of God’s thoughts toward Moses.  In Chapter 11 verse three we find a parenthetical expression (a deep innermost thought from the speaker) of God, “And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it. 3(Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)”  (Number 12:2-3)  It was Moses meekness and humbleness that God approved of.  So too we must allow God to develop our spiritual eyes to be able to see God.  So too we must allow God to humble us under His might hand to be able to see He who is invisible. Oh how we all want to see God’s glory, but few people have really ever seen God’s goodness like Moses. To be able to see God’s glory my friend I do believe will kill us dead to our selfish ways and attitudes. The condition to see God now (even His manifest presence) on earth and after we die is for us to allow God to humble us, to empty us of all of our selfishness and self-seeking ways.  You know the longer I go with God the more convinced I am God is more concerned about our character than our service to Him. Next month we will end describing God’s spiritual nature, God being a Spirit nevertheless He has a form.        
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
         Sin Is To Have No Dominion   
         In the 6th Chapter of the Book of Romans Paul shares what I believe to be the most important run of verses, if we desire to really know God and His ways.  We thank God for salvation verses such as John 3:16 and we can walk the Roman road, but if we really desire to be used of God and know Him and His ways we must put this sin issue behind us.  Please understand we all from the start are lost and undone. We all, as sheep have gone astray, we all have sinned, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23) Now this is all true Christ died for us, but my friend there is so much more we must believe to receive our salvation (which is much more than having our sins forgiven) and the life of God He so desperately desires to give us. Jesus said, “The thief (not the devil) cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)  Jesus did not come to take us all to heaven, make us popular, rich, or good looking, oh no my friend Jesus came so that we will be able to receive the life of God and it (God’s life) more abundantly.  Without accepting Jesus as our personal Savior and Lord, we will never be able to receive the life of God and without the life of God we will have no power or authority to do the things God needs us to do. I do not know why so many Christians want to fly away to heaven.  I for one am not ready to stand before a holy God this thought still gives me pause.  Anyway, what will God do on earth if all the Christians fly away to the sweet by and by? There are still too many people on earth that need to come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ for the church to begin to smell the barn. I do not know about you, but I am not into heaven, I am into Him. Wherever the Lord is, tis heaven to me, “If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.” (Psalm 139:8) there is only earth between.  Yes it is true Jesus died for our sins, but now we must move beyond the cross into the next things God has for us.  We must never forget the cross, but we must move beyond the cross to be able to receive those things we will need to be able to withstand in life and those things that will empower us to be His witnesses. In Acts we read, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) This verse is often written in church bulletins and the like, but if the church really understood what Dr. Luke was talking about they would skip this verse. The word “witnesses” here means martyr.  Plug and play martyr in and you get a different feel (but the truth) for this verse. Who wants to die for Christ? Steven? All of the folks in Foxes Book of Martyrs?  Now there is a great book to read if you dare.  Did you know in the last 30 years more people have been martyred for Christ than in the last 150 years?  If we do not move away from the cross we will not be able to receive the power to be able to give our life (as a martyr) for Christ. As wonderful as the salvation message is there is much more God has for us and for us to be successful in Him we must receive it.  Sadly most denominations keep their folks near the cross and not near God, “we all have sinned and come short” where this sin issue keeps them yoked and babes in God.     
       Paul’s chief message was not salvation, but he encouraged the church, “to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  (2 Peter 3:18)  I believe Peter got this message from Paul.  Paul’s heart was to teach the Christians those things they needed to learn to be able to develop and become (a process in God) mature in God, to grow and be developed (not needing to be delivered) into a mature person in God.  For us to be able to grow and come to maturity in God we must have the right understanding of what salvation really is thus putting this sin issue behind us.  Believe it or not God’s intention for us is for sin NOT to have dominion over us.  When we read these verses we think we can not live this life, well if God did not believe we could do it He would not have said it and set the standard of Jesus Christ to pattern after.  In Romans Chapter 6:3, we pick up, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:” (Romans 6:3-5) When we are water baptized we are often told we will walk, when raised from the water, in newness of life and that is true, but Paul here is not talking about water baptism. Paul here is talking about being baptized (identifying or becoming the same example) into the death of Christ not His life.  Who wants to die like Christ?  No one wants to die like Christ, but if we are not baptized (we die to our selfishness, self-centerness, and become the example of Christ) our mortality will not be able to put on immortality.  How much of our brother’s sin can we swallow up?  What is the measure of us being baptized into the death of Christ?  Not getting dunked in a pool.  And if we are not baptized into His death we shall not have the strength in God to be resurrected by Him.              
         Now here is where things really get hard for me to understand. “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7For he that is dead is freed from sin.  8Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.”  (Romans 6:6-9)  Wow, Paul said, “that henceforth (this second forward) we should not serve sin.”  The old man, our fleshly desires and motives have been put to death (crucified with Christ) and now we should not serve sin.  In other words God intends for sin not to have power over us. Please let me stop and let that sink in.  Sin is not to have power over us.  I do not know about you, but sin at times has power over me. I see it is not God’s intentions, but yet sin rules me at times, oh my God!  Who can deliver me from his body of death!  If we read on we will find not only sin, but death is not to have dominion over us.  ”For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 6:10-11)  Oh death where is thy sting?  The sting of death is sin.  How much death have we allowed in the lives of our brothers and sisters?  Who can deliver me from his body of death!  They say we are not really ready to live in God until we are ready to die. Well, there is no life in God without death in God.  When we die God can now live through us.  Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” (John 12:24)  But who wants to fall into the ground and die?  Only those who really want the life of God and really want to live.   

        Lastly Paul ends this thought, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  14For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”  (Romans 6:12-14) Grace Grace God’s Grace (God’s favor extended to us) wonderful grace by faith are we saved and kept by our obedience. We are not to yield ourselves to sin or unrighteousness (both) this is our reasonable service, then “sin shall not have dominion over you.”  The word “dominion” (Strong’s #2962) here means:  to be lord of, to rule over things and forces, to exercise influence upon, to have power over.  Friend it is God’s intention and is Paul’s message of the New Testament for “SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION” over us. The “shall” is the strongest imperative in the Bible to convey a thought.  God intends for sin not to rule and exercise influence over us.  But, we read and hear these words from Paul, yet we sin.  We know and desire not to sin, yet we do.  Even Paul saw this in him, “Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.”  (Romans 7:17-18) and “For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”  (Roman 7:22-25)  It is only Jesus Christ our Lord who can develop us through this body of death.  

        When God speaks to us it is His very words that cause fear, loss, and failure to come alive in us whereby we stumble and fall out for way.  So too the law or I should say the keeping of the law makes sin come alive in us. And the more we try to keep the law (the touch not, taste not, handle not in Colossians 2:21) the more sin comes alive in us. “But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 9For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came (church activities, traditions, and doctrines), sin revived, and I died. 10And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 11For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.”  (Romans 7:8-11)  It is in the keeping of all of the religious church activities (and often duties) the traditions and doctrines of men that revives sin in us. The more religious, zealous, and devout we are the less we are like Jesus.  And the less like Jesus the more we shall keep the law.  Just go to a church service next Sunday and you will see what I am talking about. We keep the traditions that are “ordained to life,” but in the end we find it revives sin in us and is death. Oddly it is the very thing we think will slay sin in us (religious service), but in reality it revives sin in us. Paul said, “the commandment deceived” him and then “slew” him. When was the last time you heard this message preached in church? Why not?  What Pastor would tell the people their religious service is causing them to sin?  There will be no one to take care of the church or give money to pay the bills.  But the truth is still the truth.  We must turn from the religious traditions, rituals, and doctrines of men that drive the major denominations of the church of America.  Oh yes, the denominations do a good job in feeding, clothing, and providing for  people through programs and sing-a-longs, but can never touch the sin issue.  My friend, this wondrous walk with the Lord is not about feeding, clothing and providing, but knowing in our heart, “sin shall not to have dominion over you.”   Written by David Stahl   
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:


       All That Glitters

 Jesus said to the multitudes “That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5: 20)  In our quest to seem like good people, we have an outward persona that  although looks, acts, sounds great and wholesome, and maybe even righteous, hides just the opposite of what is really in our lives. Outward wholesomeness and righteousness is to be the result of an inward work of God.  We American Christians have it backwards, we put on an outward show of holiness and righteousness out from sheer will - not because we necessarily ARE righteous, holy and wholesome. We nix the true work of God bypassing His corrections, His authority, His plan for our lives, and put on our own display of righteousness.  My brethren this is not to be. True godliness and wholesomeness comes out of a “pure” heart, one that has been dealt many blows and hardships that mold and chip away at the recipients self will and pride, etc. It saddens me to see the outward “every thing is fine” we’re great people, look how wholesome we are, look at our good works when we know that God has scarcely been invited into the same peoples lives. Folks we can deceive ourselves right into the fiery pit of hell. Our integrity, our righteousness, our outward works are to come from a pure heart that has been dealt with by God. This can be tested by the humility of our heart s and inward growth. Please don’t think I have arrived. I haven’t. But I know I’m a different person than I was 20 years ago, 10 years ago, and even 1 year ago. Believe me, I know it’s easier to act righteous than to be righteous. Wrongs that have NOT been made right is another sign of the lack of integrity and righteousness.  Brethren we can’t just lie and do whatever we wish, cause a world of hurt and deception thinking “oh well, all is forgiven, all is okay.”  Not so. Just because things seem okay on the outside and there’s a temporary “peace” in the work place, family, or church does not mean that all is well. The root problem must be addressed and that most often is the lack of a relationship with Jesus Christ Himself which will affect all other relationships. If we don’t get our relationship right with Christ, what can we expect? Our thoughts and plans are to come under His authority.  Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians, “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought (also translated plans) to the obedience of Christ; 6And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.”  (2 Corinthians 10:5-6)  We must bring ourselves down we don’t ascend up to God. We don’t sing outward songs up to God we sing quietly in our hearts to God. We seek His wisdom not our own. We want His plans for our lives not our plans. We are to do right in God’s eyes not our eyes.

“The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold but the Lord trieth the hearts.”  (Proverbs 17:3)  Brethren, we must allow God to try our hearts exposing the sin and wretchedness that needs to be dealt with.  Let me say this, we all have weird thoughts. They come and go, God allows us to know them so we can deal with them. We don’t have to dwell on them and we certainly don’t have to act on them. They are shown to us to deal with not act on. My goodness, how many people would we have killed or maimed if we acted out our thoughts and impulses? What heartache we would have caused and what strife. No Brethren, these weird thoughts must be put down and not dwelt upon nor acted out. We must bring ourselves (and our thought life) into the restrictions and limitations of Christ. Limitations and restrictions bring us to fulfillment and completion in God and not us acting on and saying whatsoever we want. There’s an old saying you can’t stop a bird from flying over your head, but you can stop him from building a nest in your hair. Same thing with thoughts and sin it’s up to us.  As we allow God to deal in our hearts and minds we will indeed come forth as real gold that has been through the furnace. Not just shiny on the outside like cheap jewelry, but pure through and through.  Written by Karen Stahl

DEAR FRIENDS:


Last Memorial Day Karen and I attended the Memorial Service at the Coastal Carolina State Veterans Cemetery, the guess speaker Major General Ray Smith, USMC (Retired) ended his comments recognizing he some day would be laid to rest at this very cemetery, how sobering and how complete is our end some day.  While I was standing there and as the Adjutant was reading the names of all of the military members who have died since the last Memorial Day the Lord brought to my attention all of the effort, strength, and cost we spend on laying down our earthly man, but seldom do we really invest anything in laying our spiritual man down.  I tell people do you not know you have a physical and spiritual body.  Yet I see seldom do we really give any thought or service in laying down our spiritual man.  Rifles are fired 21 times, flags are carried, taps are played, people stand and give great speeches to bury our bodies, while our spiritual body goes unnoticed. Now please do not misunderstand me; I spent 24 years in the U.S. Navy and shall be given a military funeral with the rifle salutes, taps, the U.S. Navy honour guard, and all of the customs and courtesies,  but unless my spiritual man has been dealt with and buried with Christ then all of this physical ceremony is (what the Chinese say) look-see- pigeon, a waste of time.  Paul tells the Church in Rome as they were being killed for the Gospel and us today, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  (Romans 6:3-4)  In the military there is a baptism under fire (scared almost to death) that I have experienced twice in my 24 years of service, but this is nothing like the baptism into His death (willfully identify with) we must experience in our earthly life if we desire to be raised in “newness of life.”  Death to our spiritual man is quite different than death to our physical man.  In God if we desire to find or keep our life we first must lose it.  This is a divine spiritual principle not taught in most churches. Nor does the world teach this.  The world teaches we must keep our life and become all we can become.  If so we will be buried and never be raised in “newness of life” our old life will be our introduction to God on judgment day when we stand before Him. Like Major General Ray Smith realized some day he will be brought to end, but whether we are raised again to live again in God’s power and authority is our choice. The spiritual is more important than the physical let us get our priorities aligned with God.    
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Niki Marsov and Pastor Yanko.  Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor George Ritisan at Lighthouse Church, and   Ciprian Bozdod at the Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Pastor Marcel at St. Andrews Church. St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in Aveile,  Nigeria. He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries in Hyderabad and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian in Sankaraguptham, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Monthly financial support Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl at Gethsemane, Church (his church) and their radio station “Good News 105.1 FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

         
July:  Local ministry

August: Local ministry

September: Local ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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