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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Last month we looked at one of the most puzzling facts about God’s nature, He does not have a physical body. Our thinking most often in our day-to-day lives is on the earthly realm.  Everything we know that is true, real, and solid in our lives we can touch and feel, even hold it in our physical hands this makes us feel good and assures us (inwardly) all is well, but not always so in God. This my friend is one of the many mysteries of God we must master if we will ever be able to come to have a personal knowledge of God, His goal in our relationship with Him.  God must be able to translate our thinking (our understanding) from the earthly to the heavenly to be able to see God as He really is and how He operates in the spiritual realm where He most often abides.  This is the thought Paul shared with the church at Corinth as it intersects with the work God desires to do in us through the Spirit of the living God. “Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 4And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 5Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;” (2 Corinthians 3:3-5) God desires to write His laws not on tables of stone or paper (that even includes the Bible my friend), but on the fleshly tables of our heart.  As precious as the Scriptures are God gave us His physical picture of words (the Bible), by His precious Holy Spirit, to describe Him and His ways, but for us to see the picture He must be able to take us far beyond what we can see with our mind and thoughts and bring us into the realm of the Spirit where He resides and where His abode is.  In Matthew, Jesus told the disciples, etal and those who followed Him, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words (Strong’s #3004 of speech a word uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea what someone has said) shall not pass away.”  (Matthew 24:35)  Jesus was not talking about the Bible, but what He has previously spoken.  This is a critical principle we must understand for our lives, if God said it then it will happen. Even if heaven and earth pass away, what I have told you, what I have said shall never pass away and always come to pass.  Jesus saw this principle true in His life, if His Father said it then He knew it would come to pass.   

In John out of the mouth of Jesus Himself (it does not get any plainer or clearer than this) He said, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”  (John 4:23-24)  So God is Spirit.  If not, how can He be here in the United States, in Ethiopia, in Azerbaijan, and in our hearts?  If God be flesh and blood, physically touched and felt with our hands how can He be “the same yesterday, to day, and for ever.” (Hebrew 13:8)? Please notice the capitalization of the word “Spirit” in 2 Corinthians 3:3 and John 4:24.  It is a capital “S” not a lowercase “s” referring to our spirit. Yes, God is a Spirit and those who worship Him, must worship Him in Spirit (or in the Spirit realm, not in the physical realm, with a mental ascent or our emotions) and in truth.  We must not forget the end of this verse, because if we do we are not in the Spiritual realm we are over in presumption and the flesh.  Next month God is invisible.   
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
          The Mysteries of God

Our wondrous walk with the Lord is a mystery.  God taught me this truth as He opened up the mystery of prayer the first time I went to India.  After a week of high temperatures, diarrhea, and stomach upset I was extremely weak in my flesh not a bad place to see God do a miracle.  It was around 10:00 at night.  Earlier that day I ministered the word for 1 1/2 hours three times then prayed for the sick three times. I was hungry, drained, and just dead when Pastor S.J. Peter said Pastor Dave can you please pray for this little girl who had not walked in over two months?  I turned and looked up standing in front of me was the little girl and her father.  I thought, he must be kidding, does he know what time it is?  Knowing I had my supper of bland chicken, curry, and rice (helping to calm my stomach down) waiting for me I said, I would.  Well I just reached up and grabbed her little feet with the little strength I had in myself and simply asked God to touch this little girl.  I do not remember the words but it was something like this, God please touch this little girl. There was no lightning or thunder just a simple beseeching to the Father from one with no ability or strength to make it happen.  After I said Amen I turned back towards my food and out of the corner of my eye I saw the father put the little girl down on the ground and like a streak of lightning she was off and running. To this day she is probably still running, well I never got to my dinner that night a line quickly formed and we had church.  Prayer is a mystery of God that I cannot figure out and I like that.  Who wants to serve a God you can figure out?  I mean if you can figure Him out you will know what He knows, but God keeps this all a mystery from us to keep us in the dark so that He can give us His treasures.  Isaiah tells us, “And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.”  (Isaiah 45:3) Where do you think these treasures of darkness and riches of secret places are hidden?  My friend they are hidden in the mysteries of the person of God and His ways like prayer.   
        You know I read and hear many people say we are on a “spiritual journey” with the Lord, well this is nonsense. We are not on a journey this is worldly thinking and some cool buzz words that have invaded the church.  Oh no my friend we are learning how God operates as we head back to the heart of the Father where we all came from.  Isaiah also tells us, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  (Isaiah 53:6) Where did we stray and turn everyone to his own way?  From the path way back to the heart of God.  Many of the Christian writers as well as many Pastors of today have sold out the truth using cool terms and expressions to be hip, well God is not cool or hip He is holy, righteous, and expects His children to be the same. Recently I have noticed the many references from popular writers and authors in most sermons.  It seems the cooler the writer or author the more spiritual the sermon is.  But a word from God, a message, stands alone it needs no cool or witty words. A quote from our favorite author or writer is not needed when God has birthed a word from Him in us. The disciples needed no help from other writers or authors, they just spoke out of an established heart and from a life of personal experience. It is no wonder many churches today lack the power and authority to be a witness of God to our families, neighborhoods, and to the world.  They are filled with so many worldly practices that do not produce an established heart during troubled times and authority; the hallmark of God’s approval in our lives.       

        There are three other mysteries (I will be honest) I do not understand.  No matter how long I ponder and pray for wisdom and understanding they slip through my fingers like a puff of air.  The first of the three mysteries is the mystery of the God head.  Now not knowing this one does not bother me that much since Paul too had a hard time getting his arms around it.  Of the 22 references in the KJV for the word “mystery” Paul uses the word (17 times) more than anyone; John four times in the Book of Revelation, and Jesus only once in Matthew when He was talking about the mystery of the kingdom of God. In Colossians Paul takes up this mystery, “That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 3In whom (Jesus Christ) are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Colossians 2:2-3)  I think our ex-Pastor Jim Kelley comes the closest to capturing this Biblical concept when he refers to the Godhead as Neapolitan ice cream, one ice cream in three flavors.  All and in all I do not understand, but that is okay I like serving a God I cannot figure out, I like serving a God who is a wondrous mystery especially knowing, “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Paul sums up and answers man’s quest to understand the Godhead when he said, “Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.”  (Acts 17:29) But knowing, “In whom (Jesus Christ) are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” and knowing Him ought to be enough for us and the rest of the mystery of the Godhead will unfold as we get to know His Father and His ways in all of eternity.  

        The second mystery I do not understand (I am sure you may have a different list) is why does a loving and all knowing God allow people to go to hell.  This is beyond me. Knowing how horrible hell is (after all God made it) how could He stand-by and allow people to chose not to accept His free gift of salvation, from hell, in the person of His precious Son Jesus Christ?  Why Jesus Himself said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke 19:10)  God sent His Son Jesus Christ to come and die for the sin of mankind so that man would not have to spend an eternal separation from God, yet in spite of Jesus’ precious sacrifice mankind is still lost and it appears God the Father is casually standing by allowing us to make this critical choice on our own. Well my friend God is. God loves us so much He desires we choose Him and His ways over our own.  Now if I was God I would force mankind to accept His free gift, but He does not do this. He is longsuffering and daily patiently extends mercy and grace to us.  His ways differently are not our ways.  What an example of being a God. In the face of suffering sure loss God allows mankind to choose. All and all I do not understand why God takes a chance in losing something He loves very much. This is beyond me, but you know I like serving a God that gives us a choice. Life and death is nothing more than choosing correctly. Solomon tells us, “In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.”  (Proverbs 12:28) and in the fifth Book of Moses, “I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:” (Deuteronomy 30:19) God has set (gives us a choice) life and death before us and wants us to choose life, but it is up to us to choose. Strange how He sets death before us too?  But this is nothing new for God He has done this from the beginning.  In the garden God told Adam, “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  (Genesis 2:16-17)  Every tree “thou mayest freely eat.” Now we know the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life was in the garden (see verse 2:9)  Alas, Adam choose the wrong tree, or did he?  Was God tempting Adam, no God was giving Adam a choice to choose life as He gives us a choice today. You know God has never sent someone to hell.  If one finds them self in hell (I hope and pray not) they will not be surprised, their choices ended them there.  Let us choose life. 
          And the last mystery is rather strong and I have a hard time articulating it. But it revolves around an unwillingness to come to some level of spiritual maturity in God pitted against the unending grace and forgiveness message that empowers Believers NOT TO be accountable for their words and actions. God’s intention is for His children to, “therefore grow in the grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)  I see a great desire for the grace, but not much of a desire for the knowledge.  Now please do not misunderstand me, I need grace and forgiveness as much as the next man, who does not want God’s and our fellow man’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness? We all do, but it seems the message of God wanting us to be righteous, full of integrity, to do the right thing (the first time), and consequences for our actions seems to be lost in our desire to be forgiven time and time again. It is not God’s intention to keep forgiving us again and again. If He has to He will for His grace is unending, but God’s intention is to forgive us once when we miss the mark and for us to learn from our mistakes. But what we find is learning and seldom or never learning from our mistakes. Spiritual growth and maturity is just as much a central theme as grace is in the New Testament yet we find this topic rarely discussed and almost never preached from the pulpit. We again and again keep counting on God’s and our fellow man’s grace and forgiveness to get us over our immaturity and lack of spiritual development.  It is a mystery to me why God allows this to go on in the Body of Christ.  For us to grow in God we will need to be chastened and disciplined as a father corrects and disciplines his son. Now this we all (especially me) do not like, but for growth and maturity to develop in the son he must endure the father’s correction and chastisement. Remember we are saved by grace, but kept by our obedience to God.  Our obedience to God we often think is seen when we do what He wants us to do, true to a degree, but God can get a donkey to be obedient. God is looking for us to endure His correction and to learn from it.  No correction no maturity. Paul sets this truth before us, “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 12Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; 13And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.”  (Hebrews 12:11-13)  We do not want to be chastened and disciplined, “the present seemeth to be joyous” but in the end “grievous” because of no chastening of the Lord. Yet after the chastening, “the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” is produced in us.  Righteousness is not produced in us by grace that is a free gift of God less any should boast.  Righteousness is worked in us when we see our wrongness out from God’s dealings and judgments in our lives. Only those exercised by the chastening of the Lord will produce the peaceful fruit of righteousness.  Oh my friend we side step God’s work in our lives by counting on His grace time and time again.  Why should I grow up the bottle tastes good.  Why should I be accountable for my actions and words, God will forgive me.  Maybe true, but this thinking and preaching always keeps us as a baby not able to handle the weighty things of God.  God does not need babies, oh no God needs men and women of full age mature to handle things on earth as they are handled in heaven.  

        Well I am sure you can probably come up with your own list of mysteries.  But in time as I walk with the Lord and keep these mysteries before Him maybe 10, 20, or 40 years He will be able to open up these mysteries and more. Time, faithfulness, and obedience are the keys to the mysteries and hidden treasures of God.  And He opens them only to those children He can trust, only those children that have been approved and have qualified through correction, discipline, and yes chastisement.  Written by David Stahl   
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:


  Judgment before Mercy
Just because we’re living in a time of grace doesn’t excuse us from living within God’s laws. You don’t think so? Then read the Old Testament. Time after time God held the children of Israel’s feet to the fire—so to speak. Whenever they rebelled or disobeyed God, He moved against them.  Peter tells us, “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 18And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (1Peter 4:17-18) and we my friend are the house of the Lord where judgment begins. Having recently completed jury duty where we found the defendant guilty of his crime, I felt bad later that evening. I knew we judged rightly, but I still felt bad. I guess because the defendant was heading off to jail for a very long time and bad because his friend whom he shot in the head was still dead. I had no pleasure in finding the lad guilty, however if we had found him not guilty and showed him great mercy  he would have gotten away with killing his friend and evaded the truth of the law. Please remember, mercy always comes after judgment.  There must be a time of judgment before the degree of mercy can be extended.  So too in our lives, if God shows us great mercy (and He has) then that means God has judged us and found us guilty, but instead of being sent to prison our punishment was communed and mercy was extended.  Jesus scolded the Scribes and Pharisees, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”  (Matthew 23:23) Please notice the order of the “weightier matters of the law,” “judgment, mercy, and faith.” The order of words in sentences in the Bible are important to our understanding and gives us a glimpse into God’s thinking.  For those Christians who understand this critical point of grace we are required, no compelled to change our behavior and our heart condition. The change in us may be our life-style, maybe it’s our friends, most likely and most probably the hardest of all is we MUST change the way we think, societal, family, regional, and especially religious thinking. We must, dear friends line up with the word of God, we MUST give up our convictions and traditional beliefs if we are going to receive mercy and to follow Jesus. At that time of the sentencing I wondered if that was how God felt in executing judgment somewhat  reluctant and sad?  Sad that we don’t see things His way. Sad that we willfully disobey Him.  Now I’m talking about Christians, those who should know better, not those that willfully sin against God. The only saving grace we have is Jesus Christ.  As Jonathan Edwards said in Sinner in the Hands of an Angry God, “There is nothing between you and hell except the air; it is only the power and mere pleasure of God that holds you up.”  Brethren, God is not a sugar daddy nor is He an indulgent grandfather He is a righteous and Holy God, who loved us enough  to send His only son to be a “ . . . propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10). He spared not His own son, so who are we to play fast and loose with God? Who are we to take God’s salvation, but not God’s correction? Many of us will gladly believe in Jesus for salvation, but to follow Jesus and allow God to daily crucify our desires, our plans, our ideas, our thoughts, and even our ways? Well, we just don’t like that do we. Folks it’s easier to run around and try to “do” something for God, than it is to swallow our stubborn pride and allow God to crucify us and our waywardness. Let us endure God’s judgment and throw ourselves on Gods mercy asking Him to change us into the image of His precious Son Jesus.  Let us cast out our old ways of thinking and doing and allow God to write His laws and thoughts upon our hearts.   Written by Karen Stahl

DEAR FRIENDS:


The late Dr. Bob Jones Senior shares the story of an extremely rich friend who would pay for every thing the college needed.  No matter the price or the need the man would find it out and take care of things.  Now Dr. Jones quickly realized he was depending on this man.  Every time money, a new dorm, whatever was needed his thoughts would drift to this man and he would let the need known.  Then one day the Lord began to deal with Dr. Jones about his dependence on this man. God was second choice to help with problems in their lives. My friend God never likes being second choice nor will He take second place in our lives, God is either number one or no place in our lives. Paul told the church in Galatia, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Galatians 6:7) When we put God second in our lives we mock Him with our actions and say He cannot do what He says He can do.  
Finally,  Dr. Jones  went to the man and thanked him greatly for all of his help and love, but said, we need to begin to depend on the Lord again.”  What a revelation, we need to depend on the Lord.  The hallmark of Jesus’ ministry on earth was Jesus always depending on His Father. Jesus never did or said anything that His Father did not tell Him to say or do.  I wonder what the church would be like toady if we lived out this revelation?

Now I know what Dr. Bob Jones Senior is talking about.  The financial need for our clinic in Nigeria was met by my dad, but since his death on 3 Jan 2010, the Lord has been meeting our monthly need.  Even from the beginning  
one (1) extremely generous friend and brother took care of  the entire building the clinic in Aveile, Nigeria.  He gave 20, 30 thousand dollars at a time, but when the economy tanked and his business slacked he could no longer support as he did in the past.  And now my dad passed away, yet God has been is faithful in meeting our need.  We had to depend on God again and every month God comes through. It is exciting to see God monthly meet our need for the clinic.  A family member who gets some extra money or a friend from the past whom I have not talked to in years contacts me and provides some money even a good friend in town who has  a heart for the mommies and the babies and wants to see the Gospel go forward  contacts me every month.  God does supply our need, not our needs as most prosperity teachers preach, but our need 

what we need in us inwardly (the inner man) first to be able to fulfil what He has called us to do and then what we need to ensure the Gospel message and His love shed abroad to the world is visualized to the world.  Please keep  Mike Olufemi, the Staff (three midwives, grounds keeper, guards), and the needs of the clinic in your thoughts, your prayers, and your finances.   

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Niki Marsov and Pastor Yanko.  Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor George Ritisan at Lighthouse Church, and   Ciprian Bozdod at the Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Pastor Marcel at St. Andrews Church. St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in Aveile,  Nigeria. He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries in Hyderabad and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian in Sankaraguptham, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Monthly financial support Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl at Gethsemane, Church (his church) and their radio station “Good News 105.1 FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

         
June: India 

July:  Local ministry
         August:  Local ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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