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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  I have so enjoyed sharing this study on the knowledge of God not through our intelligence, emotions, or good works, but through a personal experience of His knowledge and ways.  Now for me this is hard to get my mind around.  It seems the more I learn, both through revelation by the Holy Spirit and personal experiences, the less I understand and what I thought I knew God opens another vein of truth to me and I learn I know nothing at all, but this is the beginning place of knowing, knowing nothing at all.  In God if you think you know something then God cannot open up your understanding. Let us guard ourselves from this arrogant heart condition.       
     This month we will start looking at the spiritual nature of God and in the next few months I believe the Lord will have us go much deeper in His nature and our study.  Let us start by looking at five characteristics of His Spiritual nature. The first is God is a Spirit. When Jesus was at the well with the Samarian woman He told her, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 25The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 26Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.”  (John 4:23-26)  Since God is not a God made with hands all of the traditions and rituals of worship will not reach His heart and will not save us from our sins. Those that worship God must “worship Him in Spirit (because He is a Spirit) and in truth.” Now it does not say in Spirit OR truth, it says “in Spirit and in truth.”  We cannot worship God just in the Spirit (speaking in tongues or dancing and singing in the Spirit) as many Christians today try to do while neglecting truth or just as bad try worshipping God in truth and neglecting the Spirit. For us to have a worshipful experience we must come before God in the Spirit realm, but have a heart filled with truth and understanding. The Samarian woman reflected her inability to worship Jesus and her words betrayed her when she said, “I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things” yet He was standing before her.  The eyes of her understanding through the Spirit had not yet been opened, but when Jesus says, “I am He” the truth of His words filled her heart and through the Spirit she could understand what Jesus was telling her.  The reflection of truth in our lives is always seen by just doing the right thing and done in a simplistic matter.  Following after the truth needs no fanfare or audience, but is done in silence and in solitude.  Worshipping in truth is more an inward expression of the heart that is manifested outwardly for the world to see.  Our actions and thoughts become pure as we do what God has asked us to do. And her reaction was, “The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, 29Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 30Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.’  (Luke 4:28-30)  This is the same reaction Jesus is looking for in our lives we are to leave whatever we are doing and follow Him. If we are doing something not pleasing to Him (when He speaks to us) we are to go in the opposite direction and follow Him or go in the direction of obedience He is telling us to go.   Please know God is not a chatter box most often when God speaks to us we are getting off track and He is bringing a course correction into our lives to get us back on track.  Why would God keep telling us we are on track?  He expects us to know what to do and when to do it as we expect the same with our children as they mature and grow up, but if our kids (like us with God) get off track we speak a word to them and if that does not work (like us with God) we raise the stakes until we get our children’s attention. We must learn to be quick in obedience when God speaks to us if not we will suffer great loss.  Next month we will look at God not having a material body, how could this be?
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
        Keep the Feast
As we study the Scriptures we must always put them into the perspective of truth as they are written, understand the correct context of what is being said, and most important what is the personal application God desires we learn.  God is very concerned about us learning those lessons that will ensure His primary goal of conforming us into the character and image (icon) of His precious Son Jesus Christ. It is a shame we are not so concerned about learning these lessons. It seems we are more concerned about doing things for God and not becoming something in God.  We are not very concerned about spiritual growth and development, we are more concerned about the seen things in God and not the hidden things of the heart. You know music, programs, church duties, dancing, flag waving, and the like will only carry you so far in God. People will go where they get fed. Most church growth is from lilies willfully picking themselves up (because they are not being fed the word of God) and looking for another field to plant themselves, well this is not God’s idea of church growth.  The church, the God-ordained organization to edify and build up the Body of Christ, is to grow through salvation of non-believers, but this is not the case.  Most Believers who get a real taste of the Word of God will leave if they are not getting fed. Again music (which is so entrenched in most church services) and such will only carry us so far. Sadly most church leaders do not know they are the blame and will say, “the people are in rebellion and it would be good for our local church body if they leave.” Well, my friend this is so far from the heart of God, but it happens all of the time.  

We must guard against making up things to do for God (even though well intentioned) and call them a ministry. Remember, God is concerned how we do things for Him, not so much what we are doing for Him.  Do we do things for God with the right heart condition, with the right motives, and for the right reasons? Often times we read things in the Bible and jump to conclusions ending with the word ministry. When Jesus said to go visit those in prison, I do not believe He was saying to start a prison ministry.  But, He was saying to the people at that time; if your friend is in prison, go visit him. To the ones who were sick, naked, and hungry Jesus was not telling the disciples to start a soup kitchen or medical ministry (this is the local church’s responsibility), but He was saying, if your friend is sick, help him get well, if hungry feed him, and if your friend is naked clothe him, because as you help, visit, feed, and clothe people you are doing that unto Me.  All we do for God is boiled down by how and why we do things for Him.    

        One day Jesus was talking with the disciples, “Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 54Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 55For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 56He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 57As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 58This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.”  (John 6:53-58)  The question is:  how much of God’s glory can we hold?  Well the answer is how much of His “blood” can we drink and “flesh” of Christ we can eat.  Unless we eat of His “flesh” and drink of His “blood” we will not have eternal life and will not be raised up at the last day. Now please understand Jesus was not talking about literally drinking His blood and eating His earthly flesh. Oh no, Jesus was talking about eating of His words, character, and nature of His very life.  We eat of Christ every time we die to our self and allow our brothers and sisters to win.  We eat of Christ every time we take the lowly and humble place, every time we identify with loss so that we may gain Christ.  If we have not eaten of Christ how can we follow Him?  What eternal life can we have if we do not eat of Him? How can we be raised up if we do not die?  Now the disciples took His words literally and could not comprehend what He was staying. “These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 60Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? 61When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?”  (John 6:59-61)  Many Christians today do not understand what the Scriptures are really saying so they make up things to soften the hurt of truth.  But this my friend will never do.  In verse 61 Jesus asks the disciples, “Doth this offend you?” The word “offend” here means to take away your heart to follow the Lord.  My friend if we too desire to follow Jesus He will speak words and allow things into our lives that will prove us, test our resolve, and that will take away our heart to follow Him. Many Christians say, God loves us and He would not do anything to hurt us, well God does love us very much, but He knows we must learn those hard lessons to be useful to Him.  In Deuteronomy we read “And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.”  (Deuteronomy 8:2)  The word “humble” here means to afflict or weaken.  God’s leading often in our lives is to afflict us so that we may learn of Him and weaken us so that He may be strong.  All of this is done to “prove thee, to know what is in our heart.” If we get things wrong, if we do not eat of His flesh and drink of His blood, if we have no life of God in us we will fall out of the way. We must have the heart to follow God no matter what. And the way to eat and drink of Him to have His life is in a downward direction not up.  Remember, the way up is down where Jesus is.  It is a meek and quiet spirit that is incorruptible, not the high and mighty spirit full of self-strength.  We can only put on incorruption if we have died.     

        I got an email from a lady today and I challenged her with regards to being called to a ministry that is not called a ministry in the Bible which was an example mentioned once in passing.  We do all of these crazy things that satisfy our religious flesh and call them ministry because we do not want to do what God wants us to do. She became very offended (a good thing) at me. Did you know if you walk long enough with God you will get offended?  He will see to it. The disciples walked with Him and time and time again they got offended at Jesus.  The goal here is to get offended so that we can learn about ourselves and change so that God can use us. Sadly many are learning, but never learning.  Many are never coming to the understanding and knowledge of what Christ desires we know of Him and our selves. Sadly we make up religious traditions and customs so we will not have to focus on our evil heart condition and self-seeking motives. We see this play out with the disciples in what we call the last supper or the communion table.  Now I really believe Jesus was NOT establishing a custom or ordinance of the church when He and the disciples sat around the Passover table before He was crucified. Jesus was a good Jew and kept the law. I know this will ruffle many religious feathers and some will even get offended and brand me a heretic, but that is okay there is a lesson of truth waiting for you here. If we look at the four references of the last supper in the Bible either before or after is always set in strife, disagreement, division, and confusion.  Here in 1 Corinthians we see the church in great spiritual immaturity, strife, and disagreement as were the disciples in the three references in the Gospels:  Mathew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-24, and Luke 22:17-20.  In Luke we read, “And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed! 23And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them it was that should do this thing. 24And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.”  (Luke 22:22-24)  The communion table is always set in strife and it was this strife and even offense Jesus and Paul wanted to end using the Passover feast. During the meal, Paul said, “For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: 24And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  25After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 26For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.”  (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) Jesus took the bread and said this bread is my flesh, you MUST eat of my life or you will not have the strength to possess the life of God in you to follow me where I am going. And fellows I am going to a cross so that I can spill my life out for the sin of the world.  And in the same manner, Jesus took the cup and said, fellows this cup is my blood and you MUST drink the bitter cup of loneliness, fatigue, shame, misunderstanding, humiliation, ridicule, and even death like me or you will never have any part of Him. Verses 25 and 26 drives my point home, “this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 26For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” What Jesus was saying, every time you pick up a glass of wine and a piece of bread (both essential staples in the Jewish diet) remember Him and to think of the forth coming sacrifice on the cross as He told them time and time again, until He comes again as promised. This was to be a moment-by-moment event in our lives not a monthly ritual service with pomp and folding white sheets that is announced or observed during special occasions. Jesus and Paul was not starting an ordnance or tradition for the church, but using the moment to teach a critical lesson that will yield, if received in the vein of truth, the life of God. This too is why Paul said, “Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 29For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.  30For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.” (1 Corinthians 11:27-30)  If we eat any other things except the “blood” and “flesh” of Christ we, “eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.”  And, “for this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.” Many have no strength to survive. They are weak they eat of ambition, pride, self-strength, arrogance, and desire fame and riches they eat the wrong food and many sleep because they have no life within them. My friend Jesus was not establishing a tradition or custom, but the way we may receive the very life of God. How can we examine our self enough to be worthy of God’s wonderful saving grace? We cannot, “But let each man examine himself” or stand before God in a holy moment of reverence as they eat and drink of the Lord.  
My friend let us keep the feast by eating of the “blood” and “flesh” of Christ. It is the only way to end the strife and division that is found in our heart and thus in the church and to help endure the offense of the cross, “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled (afflicted and weakened) himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  (Philippians 2:8) which is designed by God to kill us like it did Jesus.  Brethren please let us keep the feast.  The Master calls, “come and dine.” Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

Nothing from Karen this month, but she promises something next month.  I know I miss her words too.
DEAR FRIENDS:

Starting back as far as June 2009 and continuing today we have been approached by many churches to consider us serving as their pastor.  So this is the process; they say send (most do not say please) me your doctrinal statement, philosophy of ministry, a picture, four to five personal references, and three or four DVDs of you preaching. Also here are five to six pages of questions to answer in detail and we would like for you to know when you send all of this information back we will be doing a background check to include your finances. I do feel, in God’s time, Karen and I will pastor again, but what has happened to the Holy Spirit in the hiring process.  Most churches have a pastor search committee to comb through all of the applications.  Sadly this committee most often is made up from the same Elders or Deacons who has run the previous Pastor out of the church on a rail. Now I do not mind jumping through the hoops and getting all of this information together, but there seems to me to be something wrong with this picture.  God seems to be left out in the cold looking in.  One group I emailed back after I got the typical reply, “your qualifications do not match what we are looking for in a Pastor.”  I thought, “what your looking for in a pastor?”  Thus, I told the Pastor Search Committee, “you may have to forget your qualifications and what your are looking for and go with what God is giving you to be in the will of the Lord.”  Before we can have what God wants for our lives we must take off what we want for our lives.  Saul was selected King not because he was God’s man, but because he was tall and good looking, “And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people.”  (1 Samuel 9:2) what the people was looking for in a King. The people’s selection to lead them cost them greatly so too will the selection of a Pastor Search Committee if not led by the Holy Spirit.            


My friend what we want seldom matters to God.  If God has to give us what we want we have failed.  If God gives us our way please do not think we have succeeded we have not we have failed.  When God gives us our way He knows the work of God in our lives is in jeopardy of being lost and He also knows for correction to come there must be something (even if not His will) moving.  This is why he allows wrong teaching and the like. God is so longsuffering and patient, but let us never mistake this for His grace and mercy. 
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Niki as he begins to travel the world in ministry. 
2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Monthly Financial support for  Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

         
April:  Local ministry

May:  Local ministry

June:  Local ministry 

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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