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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us continue to look at the Spiritual nature of God.  One of the most amazing thing for us to understand is God does not have a physical body.  Man operates and understands in the physical realm, our life is all about physical things, yet in God we must bridge the physical realm through faith where God dwells.     Moses bridged this gulf and saw He who is invisible,  “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.”  (Hebrews 11:27)  My friend God operates in the invisible realm, in the darkness where a mere man cannot walk.  But we know God has a face and hands, “And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 23And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.”  (Exodus 33:22-33)  The Bible even says Adam and Eve heard God (His voice) walking in the cool of the day in the garden.  Believe it or not 149 times the Bible talks about the eyes of God.  But the best example of God not having a body is found in the New Testament when Jesus surprised the heartbroken and wavering Disciples.     
“And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 37But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 38And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 39Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 40And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat? 42And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 43And he took it, and did eat before them.”  (Luke 24:36-43) Here Jesus, God in flesh, (another great mystery to me) was testifying to the Disciples He was not like God the Father a Spirit, but flesh and blood like them.  Now the Disciples “believed not for joy, and wondered.” Now I guess I could not blame them I would be bewildered also, but here Jesus makes an eternal and critical statement between the physical and the spiritual realm. This thought must be clearly understood if we are to come to knowledge of personally knowing God. Last week we learned, God is a Spirit and those who worship God MUST  worship Him in Spirit and in truth, and why?  Because God is a Spirit and a Spirit does not have a physical body. Do you see that?  Moses saw that and God was able to show him His glory and His back parts when He passed by. If you are looking for a physical God have it be through religion or in Christian tradition you will never be able to see He who is invisible, you will never be able to see God Almighty, because we see can only see God Almighty with the eyes of a heart that has allowed God to work on it.  Next month, God is a living Spirit. 
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
       Becoming a Disciple of Christ

     As we read the word of God and allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us we often like cherry picking the verses we like to believe, but that is not the way God’s word is arranged.  We are to believe every word in the Scriptures or none of the word of God.  The truth of the word of God is not according to what we believe, have been told over many years, or what we feel, but according to God’s sovereign will and His pleasure.  I wonder why we think God does things in His universe according to what we want?  Paul tells us, “For by him (God) were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.” (Colossians 1:16-19)  God does whatsoever He wants to do when He wants to do it.  I wonder why we think we have a right to expect Him to dance to our tune?  I am afraid this thinking comes out from our selfish, self-centered nature of wanting our way. Why, did you know God even creates darkness and evil, “I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.” (Isaiah 45:7) but God’s darkness is filled with many treasures so that we may know He is God, “And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.”  (Isaiah 45:3)  God does not have to do what we want Him to do.  He is God and we are not, wise advice for us all to heed. There are two types of darkness in the world today; an unhappy darkness that arises out from sin that leads us to eternal death.  And the second type of darkness is a darkness of confusion, bewilderment at times, uncertainty, feelings of abandonment by God, and great insecurity that arises in us as God works in our heart and lives.  Even Jesus felt this darkness in His dark night of prayer in Gethsemane “And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. 38Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 39And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”  (Matthew 26:37-39)  and on the cross, “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  (Matthew 27:46)  If the Master went through this darkness and came out into the glorious light, will not the servant? This darkness which God allows within our inward parts is to establish and settle virtue in us. This is a happy darkness because it illuminates our inward spirit, strengthens and establishes us, and gives us greater light, if we allow God.  All things in God depends not on God, but on us allowing God to do the work in us. This is why receiving from God depends not on working for Him as many denominations stress, but becoming what God wants us to become in Him. Receiving from God has little to do with God’s giving (He wants so to give us His good things), but us desiring to go through the things we must go through to be able to receive God’s things. One of the greatest mysteries of our sovereign God (and I will be honest I do not understand it) is why God gives us the ability to reject Him. It is a great mystery as much as the mystery of the God-head.  But, that’s okay I like serving a God I cannot figure out.  I like the mystery of not being able to know what I am really doing, where I am really going, and what I am really saying at times.  I hear the topic explained again and again, but I just do not understand it.  I guess knowing God knows all things  is good enough for me.        


My friend if we are going to become a disciple of Christ we will have to walk in this darkness to the point it shakes us to our knees and shakes the very foundation we are built on.  This darkness is one of God’s tools He uses to conform us into the image and character of His precious Son Jesus Christ. Jesus often spoke words that were darkness (hard to understand) to the disciples and people who follow Him.  For us to become a disciple of Christ we too must become the work of God (Ephesians 2:10) so that we can receive revelation to the darkness and mysteries those “treasures of darkness” so we, like Jesus, can come into this glorious light of God.  It is God’s intention for us, He expects this to happen in our lives.  


In the 14th Chapter of Luke Jesus was sharing with the “multitudes” a time of darkness and mystery.  Here Jesus was telling the people what they must do to become a disciple of Christ.  Three times in these verses (26-33) Jesus speaks the words, “cannot be my disciple.”  If you do not do this then you “cannot be my disciple.”  Please understand there is a condition in God to meet to receive a reward from God.  Now when we hear the word reward we often think of something good, well in God a reward is what we receive from Him based on our motives, intentions, and actions.  It may be what we call good or it may be what we call bad, but never the less it is a reward from God based on our heart condition and our choices.  Jesus said and says to us today, “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 27And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 31Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 33So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.”  (Luke 14:24-33)  When many hear or read verse 26 they focus on the word “hate” and miss the truth of this verse.  Now the word “hate” does mean (Strong’s #3404 and in the Greek #3631) to hate, pursue with hatred, detest, but is not talking about a feeling or anger as we use the word hate, but to a degree and extent of suffering loss for the sake of Christ.  To become a disciple of Christ we must suffer loss in all earthly relationships.  He and He alone must be #1 in our lives. As much as I love my wife and sweetheart Karen (even our children and grandchildren), she is not to be more important to me than Christ.  Even, “yea and his own life.”  Now my friend this really hits home with me.  Over the last three or so years God has been after my self-life.  How I hold on to it.  How it screams for life, but I know it must be put to death if I am going to do what God has called me to do.  When we travel every ache and pain screams for attention, but this too must be put to death so that Christ may live through me, so that I can be a disciple of Christ.  The next condition we must meet to receive the reward of becoming a disciple of Christ is we must  “bear his  cross, and come after me” now that is we must bear our cross, not Christ’s cross, but the cross God has ordained us to be daily impaled on.  God has chosen a way for us to go so that we may die to our selfish, fleshly, and carnal ways.  He has chosen things and people to bring into our lives to grind off our rough edges as, Job said, “Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.   8I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause:” (Job 5:7-8)  My friend God has a way for us to go to fall into the ground and die which is God’s major goal in our lives because He knows if we can die He can live through us.  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 25He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.”  (John 12:24-25) He knows if we can fall into the ground and die He can save us from our sins.  If we do not fall into the ground and die to our selfishness, ungodly motives, self-seeking, and so much more we cannot become a disciple of Christ.  And the third thing Jesus said, (and was the Rich Young Rulers stumbling block maybe ours too) “whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath he cannot be my disciple.” We must forsake all we have to be a disciple of Christ!  I hear many Christians friends say they are not of this world, but do all they can to sink their heels into the earth with all of their might.  If we are to forsake all why do we keep building bigger and bigger churches? Why do we go after bigger houses and better cars? Fatter and fatter retirement plans while people around the world and in America go hungry from both spiritual and physical food? The extravagances and flamboyance of the church (remember we are the church) is staggering and appalling in the eyes of God. Now  when Jesus says we must forsake all He was not talking about us not having anything or having to live in a tent, but the Son of sorrows, the one who did not have a place to lay His head, again was talking about the degree of the forsaking we must do to become a disciple of Christ. This same Jesus called His servants and said, “occupy till I come.” (Luke 19:13)  Since we are in the world (but not of the world) we will need a home and other things, but we are not to place these things before God and we are not to keep building bigger and better when good will do. God is not anymore glorified with a 50,000 seat building than a 50 seat building. In God bigger is not better. God measures things much different than we do. Greatness in God is not measured by how much or how beautiful, but how humble and how broken.  My friend all of the earthly things we have must take a lower place in our heart and lives if we are going to be able to set our sights on things of the heavenly. Either we will have an earthly perspective or a heavenly perspective concerned about things of the earth or concerned about the things of God.  For us to be able to have a heavenly perspective and be concerned about heavenly things we first must forsake all of the earth and those things that are earthly. The measure of our perspective will be seen if we can forsake all, if we cannot then we shall not we cannot become a disciple of Christ.  Written by David Stahl  

THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:


    The Mind of Christ

It was a cloudy, windy morning and I was hoping to get a short walk with the dog in before it rained. We turned the corner and walked down the street where it was darker and cloudier than where we had just walked. I thought to myself that no matter what’s ahead for us we must follow after God even in the dark clouds. Dark days are ahead. If we are not following hard on Gods heels we will be in trouble. We will need to have the mind of Christ to get us through. How do we get the mind of Christ? Certainly not from televangelists who spout off about “ our destiny,” “God blessing us,” or “receiving a special anointing.” My favorite is “giving to God so we can receive from God.” We will hardly receive the mind of Christ from a 20 minute sermon on Sunday morning, why, because we seldom follow up the sermon with additional Bible reading---on our own time! We’ll read everything else we can get our hands on, pull up on the computer, or watch on TV, but read the Bible!?!? No way we “disagree” with certain things in the Bible (like we know better than God) or we don’t or can’t understand things in the Bible. Look folks we need to read our Bibles because when we read then we know, then we understand, then we can get the mind of Christ.  Jesus told the Church at Ephesus, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  (Ephesians 2:5-8)   Why do we think this does not apply to us today?  It doesn’t matter what we think about certain events or stories in the Bible---if we find them offensive- that’s in our heart! We are so privileged to have such a special and Holy book in our lives, a book that men have died for. A book inspired by The Almighty Himself for our benefit! Yet in countless homes it sits on a shelf gathering dust. Folks the Bible should be the most dog-earred, used, read, written in book we own. It and God’s dealings and judgments in our lives are the only things that will give us the mind of Christ and bring us all into unity with Him and the Brethren. A handshake or a hug at church although quaint will hardly get us all into unity with God or each other. Our religion with all its traditions and doctrines will only take us so far in God. I truly believe if you follow God He will take you out of your religion. Why, because He wants you to follow Him not some man made religion. Do not be so stuck on your denomination or religion that you can’t read your Bible nor allow God to deal and judge in your life because the very thing you hold on to for salvation (your denomination and religion) will be the very thing that sends you to Hell!! Never put your religion above God and the Bible. A dear friend recently relayed a story on how God told her to go to an individual’s house and inquire if it was for sale. Now she was pretty sure the house wasn’t for sale, but she went anyway and was able to witness to the homeowner thus saving her soul (the homeowner) a “religious” person would’ve missed that leading of the Lord and just excused it away or ignored it. “ God wouldn’t say that” “why would God ask me to do that” This is devilish WRONG THINKING. Ours is not to ask why. We don’t have the right to pick and choose how and when we will be obedient to God. Jesus was obedient to The Heavenly Father to even the humiliation and death on the cross, who do we think we are to presume we know what God will or won’t do, when we don’t even pick up a Bible to read about Him? We allow our skewed way of thinking to determine what’s right or wrong in God.  Folks unless you’ve been raised in the word of God daily your thinking is probably wrong and out and out devilish! So let us allow God to knock down those wrong foundations and start afresh so we all will come into unity with The Father and have the mind of Christ as we diligently read our Bibles every day.  Yes it’s scary to trust God to knock the props out from under us, but do we not believe He has the best intentions for us?  Does He not love us?  Can we not trust the maker of the universe and all that’s in it to deal a death blow to our presumption and religious dead works in order to make us alive to Him?  Let us trust our faithful and holy Creator with our souls.  Written by Karen Stahl

DEAR FRIENDS:

The day before what many people call “Easter” (found in Acts 12:4 KJV, but translated as Passover and having nothing to do with our Saviour Jesus Christ) Karen and I were at the commissary 
to get some things for ministry trip to Florida.  You know, just because there is a story (Christmas, Palm Sunday, Communion, etc.) in the Bible it does not mean we have to invent a religious holiday or establish a practice.  No where in the Bible does God ask us to observe these stories as something as being holy or more special that others.  Now Karen and I believe Jesus was crucified for our sins and arose on the third day as the Scriptures says to give us a hope and an end for our lives. The thoughts and power of God in the stories in the Bible are enough for God and thus they should be enough for us but they are not, we seem to take something heavenly, unexplainable, and reduce it down to something earthly.  But, as we were in the check out line I looked down and saw a white Whitman samplers candy box designed to look like a Bible with the verses, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?”  (John 11:25-27) This is not sharing the Gospel this is selling candy at the expense and sacrifice of Christ.  I could not believe my eyes, is there no shame.  Now this verse is very true and I thank Jesus for making such a sacrifice for a sinner such as I, but Jesus did not die so that Whitman or any company for that matter could sell candy.  I then thought things have not changed (there is nothing new under the sun), even Jesus had to confront the deception and shame of the commercialism of the things of God. In Matthew we read, “And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 13And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.”  (Matthew 21:12-13) How cheap and petty Whitman and other companies, even Christian companies, are when they pedal and exploit the Scriptures for monetary gain.  One of the greatest signs of the end-time apostate church will be the merchandising of herself to the point the people will not be able to know the difference between what is of God and what is of the world.  Greed and a desire for money will out strip the desire for God and man will be content with a type and shadow of the truth. Deception (because the people choose it over God and His ways) will rule the heart and minds of well intentioned Christians.  I see this deception happening more and more each year. The more the lies about “Easter” is elevated in the church corporately and in religious pageants and cantatas the more it will be ingrained and dilute true faith and believing and the more deception will take root in hearts and minds and the more people will be lost.  God asked Isaiah, “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.  12When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?  13Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.  14Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. 15And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.”  (Isaiah 1:11-15) God is not after traditions and ritual (like Easter), but our obedience to Him.  Sadly, most churches have special services to take advantage of the two timers (Christmas and Easter) when most people go to church to ease their guilty conscience, but even sadder, all they receive is a denominational presentation instead of the real word of God that represents what Jesus did on the cross and the victorious resurrection from the tomb that hallmarks the true message and our hope in the Gospel.  The First Baptist here in Jacksonville had five “identical” services on Easter Sunday for your convenience.  And the Saturday before they had an Easter Egg Hunt which gets its origins from a Druid celebration and spring ritual for their pagan god of fertility.  I guess the Holy Spirit was not consulted nor invited into their plans. Let us not be concerned about the religious holiday called “Easter” and all of the  commercialism that is the sham and shame of the church today, but dear friend let us be in love with Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.             
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Niki Marsov and Pastor Yanko.  Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor George Ritisan at Lighthouse Church, and   Ciprian Bozdod at the Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Pastor Marcel at St. Andrews Church. St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in Aveile,  Nigeria. He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries in Hyderabad and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian in Sankaraguptham, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.”      

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Monthly financial support Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl at Gethsemane, Church (his church) and their radio station “Good News 105.1 FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

         
May: Local ministry

June: India (projected)

July:  Local ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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