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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us continue to look at the knowledge of God, not the mental or emotional knowledge that leads us in a circle of religious performances, but a personal knowledge of God where it grips our heart to such a degree we are able to endure whatsoever comes our way.    We will live in either two ways.  The first, way and by far the most common, is to strive to change our outward circumstances and relationships to agree with our present heart condition. That heart condition is made up of desires, ambitions, affections, and weaknesses. Such an effort reveals an inward lack of rest and always brings us to great personal loss and sorrow.  When we labor in this way, we are not able to partake of the riches of God’s glory,  And the second way in which we can live, and is most rare, is to cease from all our self-centered efforts to change our circumstances, other people, and to be concerned only with measuring up to the “stature of the fullness of Christ.”  Such a one accepts the truth about themselves and their inward lack and is willing to have their sin exposed. They are very much concerned with not giving offence (2 Corinthians 6:3) yet they do not allow anything to offend them – that is, nothing hinders them from following the Lord.  For us to be able to discover which way we are living we must be able to have the personal knowledge of God moving in our lives and for us to have it moving in our lives we must acquire it.  Never forget a man cannot give what he does not have nor can a man have anything unless he acquires it, so too it is with the personal knowledge of God.  There are four ways we can acquire the personal knowledge of God:  by revelation, by the word, by the Spirit, and by teaching.  Let us begin to look at the first way, by revelation.   When we look at revelation we must never forget God measures us not by how much we can do for Him, but how much revelation we have from Him. Our revelation of God is His measuring stick of our spiritual authority. The more revelation we have of God the more we will be able to be used of God.  All that God does in our lives is done through the revelation we possess of God. Even our salvation, in faith believing, depends on the correct revelation of Christ dying on a rugged cross for us. All we receive from God (after our initial revelation of our need for Him) will come to us by our continual revelation of who God is to us. In Matthew Jesus shares this thought with us, “At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” (Matthew 11:25)  Did you get that?  God has “hid these things from the wise and prudent,” What things? The things of the spiritual realm where we come to personally know God.  Revelation in God is not acquired by going to some Bible School or some denominational seminary, oh no my friend they are acquired alone in the wilderness where it is just you and God.  The wilderness is the place we go to learn how God operates and functions, the place we go to learn how to lean on God. Solomon paints this wonderful picture in our mind when he said, “Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?”  (Song of Solomon 8:5)  Can you see this image in your mind, if not then you have never spent time with God in the wilderness and have a wonderful experience to look forward to.  It is the place we go where we can scream, cry, and no one except God can hear us, but it is the making place of understanding where revelation is found.  It is the place where life in God is discovered. Do you know what I am talking about?  

Paul too spent much of his time and writings looking at the issue of how we receive revelation from God, for without revelation from God we have nothing in which to make our approach to God. Oh we think with all of our denominational Bible Schools and, seminaries where we get letters to add before and after our names is where the knowledge of God is discovered, oh no my friend if you believe this you have been deceived by the religious gods of the world.  The personal knowledge of God is found in the “treasures of darkness,” “And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.” (Isaiah 45:3)  Who would believe the treasures and riches of God are found in darkness and not in the light? My friend it is in the depths of loneliness, despair, brokenness, and overcoming loss (as we allow God to strengthen us in the inward man) is where we discover the revelation of God that has the power to transform us from the world unto the heavenly.  In 1 Corinthians, Paul tells us    

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  (1 Corinthians 2:14)  Do you understand that?  All of our natural education and schooling prevents us  from receiving the “things of the Spirit of God” because the things of God are spiritually discerned. Revelation from God is born of or by the Spirit of God anything else is “foolishness unto him.” If we never acquire revelation from God we will have nothing in God.  I cannot think of anything sadder than thinking I am doing something for God and I am not.  You know it is sad not knowing something, but it is far worse not knowing you do not know.    

Next month we will continue to look at how we can receive the personal knowledge (not the mental or emotional knowledge) of God through the word, by the Spirit, and by teaching. Until then, beware the prophet seeking profit.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
          Growing Up In All Things

       I used to be surprised when God would do something miraculous, but the longer I go with God the more I expect God to be God.  Now I am still impressed and at times overwhelmed, but when we expect God to be God our emotions are not so engaged. Truth and understanding then can come to us and we can receive it in our spirit moving correctly with what God wants. True obedience to the word of God will always reveal what God wants in a given situation.  In God doing nothing may be the right thing to do at that time.  We do not always have to be doing something, stillness in spirit is always received by God with thankfulness.  But, do you know what really surprises me now? How many Christians and churches twist the scriptures to support their doctrinal and denominational beliefs. It never ceases to amaze me how truth can be so corrupted and perverted. And at the heart of all of this perversion and corruption is greed and ambition. The Bible is true when it says, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred (not error, but intentionally causing someone to stumble and fall away from God) to from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:10) 
Running concurrently there seems to be opposite threads of truth in the Bible that run parallel.  For example we have:  the rich and the poor, saved and unsaved, the mature and the immature, and so on. If there are rich people there surely must be poor people. It is true there are mature Christians and it is also true there are immature Christians. It is true some people will be saved and sadly it is also true some people will not be saved. Now what makes these statements beneficial in our lives and our walk with God is our belief and having the correct perspective in our heart.  If you consider yourself to be poor you may be rich no matter how much money you have. In the Bible Jesus said to the poor, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  (Matthew 5:3) God is not too interested in money, but is very interested in us being “poor in spirit” so that we can enter into the kingdom of heaven.  So too is this thought with immature and mature Christians.  

Now let me start off by confessing I have not made it yet, but am still climbing the Holy Hill of the Lord, which is down not up.  If you want to go up someday, you better go down where the Lord is. But as I travel the world in ministry I do not see many mature Christians and here is the problem I do not see many Christians trying to grow spiritually in the Lord. Spiritual growth and maturity for the church collectively was the heart’s cry of Paul and Peter for the Body of Christ.  Some of Peter’s parting words to the church was, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.”  (2 Peter 3:18)  There seemed to be a depth of understanding in Peter’s words at the end of his life. This depth was discovered as he walked with the Lord and then really seen in his life after Jesus’ death.  So too in Paul’s life there was a deep understanding of the grace and knowledge of our Saviour Jesus Christ that Peter said, “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.”  (2 Peter 3:15-16)  In Ephesians Paul writes read, “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  16From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”  (Ephesians 4:15-16) Do you know you cannot speak truth unless it is done in love? Oh our words may be factual, but unless they are spoken in love they will never represent God.  Never forget the main object of God’s truth is not to set us free, but to bring us into His restrictions and limitations. This is why truth slays us, but gives life at the same time, “the Lord killeth yet He maketh alive.”  

I have often thought why we do not see a great desire for spiritual growth and maturity within the Body of Christ and have come up with a few conclusions. There are three major reasons why Christians today do not “grow in the grace and the knowledge.” The first is many Christians do not know there is to be spiritual growth in their lives, simply they have never been told.  Today in most churches denominational messages of God’s love and grace is the only message heard. God loves you, just love Him back have positive thoughts and everything will be okay, well my friend this is a half truth and a lie. Now please understand I am not discounting God’s love and His grace, oh how I need them both in my life, but this message will not produce mature men and women of God who are able to withstand life’s many troubles and the wiles of the devil. This message will not produce willing workers to do those things needed to spread the Gospel to the four corners of the world. This message of love and grace will not produce a giving heart in people. There is a truth I have observed; an immature Christian is a getter they want to get, but a mature Christian is a giver they do not care about getting their desire is to give so that others may receive.  Giving is at the heart of the Gospel, if God cannot work giving into our heart (our choice not God’s) He can not use us, we are immature and God will not trust us with His goods.  Jesus shares this truth with us, “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.”  (Matthew 25:14)  The servant received the man’s goods, they were not the servant’s goods.  The man gave the servant his goods because he could trust him. The servant proved himself responsible and reliable. If we want God’s goods we too must prove our selves trustworthy and reliable.                 

The next reason why we do not see spiritual growth in the church today is Christians do not know God.  Oh we may know the Bible stories and we may know about God, but many have never had a personal encounter with Him. Did you know there is unfruitful and fruitful knowledge of God?  The church is full of unfruitful knowledge, knowledge that does not lead to a change in our lives to where we become like God’s Son Jesus Christ.  Just go to your local Christian book store; the shelves are full of self-help book after self-help book, magazines, and trinkets that teach you about God, but do not teach you how to know Him. Many in the church run from conference to conference looking for God, but only find more information about God. Information is not knowledge nor is it revelation.  The knowledge of God is experienced in our lives as He brings His dealings and judgments in our lives.  A fruitful knowledge of God always changes us into the character and nature (His icon) of His precious Son Jesus.  I do not see this fruitful knowledge in many churches. I see many programs keeping the people engaged, many teachings keeping the people confused, and much music keeping the people emotionally charged, but not broken before God.              

The last and probably the biggest reason why there is little to no spiritual growth in many Christians is they just do not want to grow up, they like being a babe in the Lord.  Human nature says, take the path of least resistance, shamefully so too this thought is a part of our Christian life.  “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?”  (1 Corinthians 3:1-3) After all, why should they grow up?  Babes are not responsible for anything. Babes do not have to feed themselves, someone else will. Babes are not responsible for making messes, someone else will clean up after them.  They even can soil themselves and someone will change their spiritual diaper.  Babes can do and say what ever they want to say and do and no one will say a word they are a baby and if any one should say anything “contrary” to them they have a hissy-fit. Why should they “grow up into him in all things” when they can be a babe and do nothing for God or God’s children?  Most Christians have no desire to be accountable and responsible before God.  I have asked Jesus to forgive me of my sins and now I am going to heaven who cares what happens in between?  God does!  God cares what happens after we give our hearts to Him.  God is looking for and is counting on us to grow up and handle our piece of the work on earth as it is in heaven.  God needs us to come to maturity in Him not for our benefit, but so that others may be saved. As a matter of fact, God expects spiritual maturity from His children it is not a wish or a hope, but a command.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

                 Politically Correct

          In today’s society everything is politically correct, it has even bled into our churches. However, God is not politically correct. In God things are righteous or unrighteous, holy or unholy, black or white. We, us humans, in our thinking of being fair or merciful have so compromised the word of God as to appear righteous and merciful, but are so far from God’s ideal it’s not even funny. I recently looked up in Leviticus (Chapter 20) the things which were punishable by death (stoning or even burning) under God’s law there were more than 10. Every one of those unholy acts are considered okay by today’s standards. “And ye shall not walk in the manner of the nations, which I cast out before you; for they committed all these things and therefore I abhorred them.” (Leviticus 20:23). Our religions have so watered-down the gospel, not only of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, but everything else in the Old Testament.  Do you know God burnt up a large portion of the children of Israel because they were whining and complaining and He didn’t stop until Moses prayed and asked him to stop. Read it in Numbers 11: 1-3. The Old Testament is filled with examples of Gods severity. God is not an indulgent old grandfather who winks at the indiscretions of His beloved yet wayward grandchildren. God is righteous and holy and wants no demands that we be righteous and holy also.  We cannot have God’s grace and love without His holiness. This once saved, always saved doctrine is wrong. We have got to stay on track with God. There’s no going off the path of righteousness and living any how and thinking “well I gave my heart to Jesus, I’m good to go.” NO YOU’RE NOT! We must run the race until God says it’s finished. We must keep on the narrow way. Please read your Bible, God has not changed. Yes Jesus died for our sin, yes His blood is our atonement, and yes sin is still sin!! Don’t be lulled into a false sense of security from all this watered down doctrinal preaching that we get these days.  Read the Old Testament, see how many times God smote His own people, for their waywardness. Are we any better? Do we think just because we believe in Jesus we’re saved from His wrath? We think just because we believe in Jesus we can live any how and any way? God is not politically correct. God calls sin – sin.  We cannot, whitewash and wink at sin and the depravity in our own lives, never mind our families or friends. We have gotten so far off track because we don’t read our Old Testament and see how stern God really is. “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy; for I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 20:7) In this age of political correctness where we don’t want to offend anyone and we must be tolerant to everybody is crap. We must call a spade a spade, wrong is wrong, and silence IS compliance.  And the truth, no matter how ugly, is still the truth. I remember back in the 1970’s a well known singer spoke out against homosexuality. Every church in America SHOULD have backed her up, because she spoke the truth. God didn’t allow His people to go down that path way, I guess God wasn’t very politically correct.  Any way, this singer and her family received death threats, threats of kidnapping, crank phone calls, bomb scares, and even voodoo dolls.  Products that she had endorsed were boycotted, bumper stickers and tee-shirts assailed her. There were protest marches and demonstrations against her from coast to coast and sadly her marriage broke under the strain. Oh some churches backed her, but every church in America SHOULD have and put this madness to rest. I remember when homosexuality was considered a mental disorder, now it’s an alternative lifestyle.  But back in Moses’ time it was a death sentence. We’re politically correct now, so what has changed not God. Sadly our Bible too has been watered down considerably to be politically correct, but please do not get me started on that. We have changed in our weak-minded, rebellious, compromising, not wanting to offend or call a spade a spade, not knowing the Bible, God or His ways. Now I’m talking about the church, never mind everyone else! God help us. Millions of babies aborted in this country every year because people were inconvenienced by an unwanted pregnancy. Geeze, back in the Bible times having babies was considered a BLESSING.  Idolatry and murder, oops that’s not politically correct either, tough. God is not politically correct and we shouldn’t be either. We will reap what we sow and whether you believe it or not it is still a reality. Let us endeavor to keep the fear of God ever before us as we follow Jesus.  Let us keep our minds and hearts in God’s word to be able to discern holy from unholy, righteousness from unrighteousness. To hell with political correctness, keep your eyes on the prize of the high calling – God Himself. Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:                    
One by one God took from me
All the things I valued most,

Until I was empty-handed

And there was nothing of which to boast
And as I walked along in grief, 
In my rags of poverty, 

I heard His Spirit pleading

Lift your empty hands to Me.

So I held my hands heavenward,

And He filled me with His store,

Till my hands were so full,

They could contain not more

At last I comprehended,

With my stupid mind so dull, 

That God cannot pour His riches

Into hands that are already full.

                (James 2-6; Luke 12:15-34)

                                         - From Selah
DEAR FRIENDS:


What is your foundation or what are you built on.  Here in Ephesians 6:13-17, Paul gives us a military armament and review of what he saw daily from the Romans soldiers that governed his world and paralleled them to what we need as Christians to be able to with stand “the wiles of the devil” which are nothing more than investigations and approaches the devil makes and not a frontal assault.  He (the devil one of our enemies) would be foolish to try a frontal attack when he knows a little probing here and a little probing there and we open ourselves up to areas we should not.  Remember it is the little foxes that spoil the vine.  But, what is your revelation of God built on? Now most Christians, when reading these verses, focus in on the sword of the word of God or the helmet of salvation, but these have little to do with your foundation of preparation to be able to out on the whole armour of God.  Before I go any further, please know the armour of God can only be worn by a mature Christian, one who has been tried, tested, and approved all others cannot carry the impact of the weight and responsibility of the things of God.  Let us read, “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:” (Ephesians 6:13-17)  Now I am not minimizing any of the others pieces of armour, but there is only one piece of armour that has anything to do with our foundation and probably least desired; our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. The Roman legions were masters at close combat shield and spear warfare.  In hand-to-hand combat they would close ranks shield to shield and advance slowly, once they reached the enemy they would move forward only to take new ground. The strength of this tactic was not in the shield or the spear, but in the sandals they wore. The Romans wore sandals with metal cleats in them that enabled them to dig in ground and hold a firm foundation on which to conduct close-in-fighting.  Unless we are built on a firm foundation (Jesus Christ) and able to dig in (tested, tried and approved) we will be easily defeated.  Victory in the battle goes not to the strong or brave, but to the one who knows how to dig in and fight from a position of strength in God.  It does matter what your foundation is and who your teacher is.  
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry.     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
November:   Local Ministry
     
December:  Nairobi, Kenya
          January:  Local Ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Thoughts for Consideration.” Just copy it into your web browser and return. Also you can purchase two of our other books “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/BookHome.aspx?bookID=61464
Please take a minute and take a look, they all make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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