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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren with another edition of Beholding His Glory.  Truly if we desire to behold the glory of God and be changed into what glory (not all glory) we can behold then we must diligently seek after knowing God’s knowledge.  Not the wonderful stories and parables in the Bible (which are good and we should know them also), but I am talking about the personal knowledge that we gain through revelation only with a personal relationship with God.    

Let us continue to look at what our attitude towards the knowledge of God should be. The third point (the other two was presented last month) is it must be diligently sought.  In God there is nothing received half heartedly. God rewards His children with His goods if we are faithful, if we are diligent, if we are obedient.  I wonder why we think we can do and say what we want to do and say and expect God to give to us the His goods?  No my friend it does not work that way, we must do what God tells us to do in His word (the Bible) and what He personally speaks to us.  In Proverbs we find the key in God to gain this personal wisdom and knowledge of God, “My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 2So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 3Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;  if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;  5Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.” (Proverbs 2:1-5) Like most things in the Bible there are three things (check it out for yourself) we must do to receive something from God. Please notice to “understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God” the goal of our life we must, “if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;” and “if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;” and “if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;” Now we cannot do only one or two (we think we can, but this is wrong thinking) of the  things recorded to do in verses 1-5, the Bible tells us we must do all three if we desire to have what He promises.  Please know all three things we must do to receive the promise from God is initiated and established by the word “if” the most important word in the Bible. The word    “if” always sets the condition from receiving from God, it sets the if then relationship promise.  God said if you do this (whatever this is) I will bless you, but He also said, if you do this (whatever this is) I will curse you.  You see blessings and curses in our lives are not controlled by the devil nor by God, but by us.  God wants to give us good things and the devil does not want us to receive anything good from God.  The deciding factor in what we receive from God is up to us. We need to stop blaming the devil and God and put the blame where it squarely lies on us.  James says, “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 16Do not err (willfully leading someone astray), my beloved brethren.” (James 1:13-16) you see it is not the devil nor God, but us.  We must seek after this personal knowledge of God with all that is within us.  Karen when she came to the Lord came with one request, Lord I want to know the truth and out from that soulful heart seeking request God opened up the glory of God to her and out from that she saw her dire need for Jesus to become Lord and savior of her life and not to just have her sins forgiven.  Did you know you could have your sins forgiven, but never come to the place of willfully submitting to Jesus Christ as Lord of your life?  Most in the church in America today lead this kind of Christian life.  


The last and fourth point towards our attitude of personally knowing God we must rejoice in it.  What makes us rejoice? What makes us happy?  Is happiness (happen stance) and rejoicing the same thing?  I think not.  Happiness is dependent of situations and circumstances, but rejoicing is abased on joy.  One could live in a hellish situation, but be filled with joy. Jeremiah gives us some perspective on this thought, “Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.”  (Jeremiah 9:23-24)  Wow! What a powerful two verses.  Glory not in our own wisdom, our own might, our own riches (all what we usually go after in life), but glory in this, “that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.”  I hear many Christians say, I want to personally know God, well know Him as He exercises (works out; like us working out our own salvation with fear and trembling, Philippians 2:12) His  “lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth:” And you will personally know Him.  When we know His characterises we know Him.  We say, “Amen” (so shall it be) to His “lovingkindness,” but how about His “judgment” and “righteousness?”  Again it must be all three.  


Next month we will start looking at by what means may the personal knowledge of God be acquired.   
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
            The Correct Revelation 

A few days ago Karen and I were driving to the Marine Corps Base at Camp Lejeune when we passed a church that had a big banner hanging from their building that read, come see (this man) who was twice dead.  Come hear his testimony and revelation.  Now we have been to this church before.  One Sunday night we did not have service at our church so Karen and I dropped in just to check things out. I drive by the church every time I work at the school and have noticed their dedication to early morning prayer.  Well we entered the church and took our seats. We tried getting into the flow of the Spirit, but were interrupted time and time again by the members who kept trying to lead us to Christ. Not once or twice, but three or four times different people came up asking if we are Christians. I was aghast to their great lack of spiritual discernment and just basic common sense not to mention their rudeness until Karen said look around. We (at age 50) were the oldest people in the crowd. Wisdom, spiritual discernment, and knowledge of God come by way of age and handling the real things of God.  Zealousness, novelty, and excitement are okay when you are a babe.  Fear not, if we have a heart for God and we allow, He will work all of this immaturity out of us.  Now with this experience behind me I read this banner.  As I looked at the banner the Holy Spirit spoke (in my spirit) and said, “it matters what revelation holds you.”  It is one thing to say, we have this truth or that enlightenment or revelation, but it is a far better thought and truth to say the revelation holds us. Sadly, many churches will host famous sports athletes, famous singers and musicians, or people with an unbelievable story (not sure if I can call it a testimony if you are getting paid) like the fellow who was twice dead under the guise of sharing the gospel message and hoping this strange new story will produce a desire for repentance. Could it be the church has lost the real power of God and now must count on holidays and special events to invite people to parties with the world’s trappings, hoping God shows up. Well my friend this is NOT how the Holy Spirit works. No special meeting or party, emotional story, or famous singer can bring us to the saving knowledge and understanding of our need for Jesus Christ. It must be by us allowing God to bring this revelation to our heart and mind. John shares this critical (and oh so forgotten) truth with us, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” (John 6:44) Make no mistake God is good at softening our hearts, often with pain and sufferings, through His dealings and judgments so that we will be able to receive this enlightenment of who God is as compared to who we are.  Jesus Himself shared this critical point with many that followed Him, “But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. 65And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 66From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.”  (John 6:64-66)  This truth was too hard for some and many walked away, so too today this truth is too hard for many in the church and instead of walking away they try to help God by manipulating His word. I always find it amazing these people were daily following Jesus and Jesus knew they did not believe Him and His words.  When we come to the edge of truth, it will always divide us from what we thought as compared to the reality of God’s words.  Jesus set the standard and is THE way when He said, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  (John 14:6)  The truth is, Jesus is truth personified and is the only way or is the only revelation one MUST have to come “unto the Father.”  Please note Jesus did not say He was going to take us all to heaven, but said He was the way, the truth, and the life of the Father. My friend we MUST allow this revelation to hold us. Any other revelation such as a man who died twice is not enough to get us to the Father. Oh it may fill seats and offering plates and get many momentary fearful and tearful confessions, but they do not last nor will it get them to the Father.  I ask many people to read my books and articles after they read the Bible. Christian books and the such are written from the perspective of a man’s experience and revelation of who God is to them.  Do not settle for reading another’s experience and revelation of God when you can have your own experiences and revelation of God.  God so wants this to happen in our lives. I see people come to church bringing books from famous Christian authors and leave their Bible home, why?  The Bible is the revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). Never forget revelation is God’s measuring stick of our authority. How much revelation we possess of Him will be the amount of authority God can trust us with.  

This truth is played out extremely well in the life of Peter as he walked with Jesus.  One day Jesus asked the apostles and the disciples, “He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?” (John 16:15) You know my friend Jesus too asks us this question every day.  Our answer to this question will speak of the amount of revelation (and authority) we have of God. Peter’s reply was, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  (Matthew 16:16-18) Now Jesus was not saying He was going to build His church on Peter as some denominations teach, but was saying He was going to build His church on the revelation that Peter possessed of Jesus, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Any other revelation, have it be in spoken word, in print, or in song is incorrect and will lead to spiritual immaturity and the destruction of the work of God in our lives.  Here in these verses we see a side of Jesus rarely seen. Jesus refers to Peter as “Simon Barjona” (Strong’s #3124) or son of Jonah, a dove. Jesus was making reference to Peter’s nature and character being like the wild golden doves of the Island of Barjona that are impossible to tame. These golden doves are valuable, gold in color like money, beautiful, but no one can tame them.  Here we see a glimpse of the love Jesus has for Peter and the work that is set before Jesus before He can trust Peter with the keys of the kingdom. “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 6:19) What an awesome responsibility, what authority, what revelation Peter must have before God to could trust him so. 
There are two revelations of Jesus we MUST have:  the first and most important is, our salvation and all we are in God is built on the revelation of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done for us.  And the second revelation is, our unending needs can only be met by Jesus Christ.  We MUST come to this understand (our choice not God’s) as we allow God to work in our lives.  This Christian way is a way of God revealing the intents and plans of our heart.  We MUST allow God free reign and course in our lives.  This is the place of true enlightenment and at the center of our being, when quiet and still before Him, we can come to a place of true revelation of who God is.   This was the prayer of Paul for the Brethren at the Church of Ephesus and is my prayer for you and myself, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:” (Ephesians 1:17) Any other revelation is incorrect. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:


  No Pass

        In some games you can get a “pass” to avoid penalties or get out of bad situations. Not so in real life though we do try. In Deuteronomy we read that, “if a man have stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him , and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place: And they shall say unto the elders of his city. This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die; so shall you put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear and fear.” (Deuteronomy 21: 18-21) Obviously that rebellious son didn’t get a pass for his wanton behavior. God has high standards for his people and just because we live in a period of grace doesn’t give our kids (or us) a “pass” when they don’t act right.  In Proverbs we read “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  (Proverbs 22:6) As we can see it says, “in the way he should go” not the way the child wants to go, but in the way HE SHOULD GO! Pretty cut and dry don’t you think? What right do we have as parents to give our kids a pass and not hold their feet to the fire (hold them accountable) when God told us in His word how to raise them? We don’t! If you consider yourself a Christian, I don’t care what brand, the Bible is quite clear on how we are to do things. The Bible trumps our denominational thinking, our regional thinking, and even our personal thinking. We can’t accept Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection and pick and choose from the rest of the Bible what we want to accept or believe. We’re to follow God’s word raising our kids; not society’s, not our religion’s, and not even our families ways, but God’s ways.  The youths in 2 Kings didn’t get a pass. “And he went up from thence unto Bethel: and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. 24And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the LORD. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them.”  (2 Kings 2:23-24)  God didn’t say to Elisha,  “now Elisha you know they’re just kids, kids will be kids.” God allowed Elisha to curse those young‘uns, they didn’t get a pass to cut-up and be disrespectful. Yet how often do we excuse away our kids shoddy manners and behavior? Like it or not our kids are a reflection of our parenting skills. If we don’t hold their feet to the fire, teach them right from wrong, basic manners and obedience well whose fault is it? When we lived in Chesapeake, VA there was a family up the street who had a down syndrome child. They didn’t give him a free pass.  Most people think, “oh well, he can’t be expected to (you fill in the blank) he’s retarded.” They (the parents) didn’t pity him. Pitying a child who has mental, emotional, or physical problems (sometimes all three) is not love. Because if you really love someone you do what’s best for them, even if they don’t like it or you! Giving them a pass is the easy way out and only harms them in the long run, because you enable them to NOT reach their full potential. You enable them to NOT fulfill what God wants them to do in life. You cripple them more than what they already are. Anyway, this down syndrome boy could make his own lunch, do the laundry, and his parents even expected him be respectful and mannerly, as much as a down syndrome child could. He was expected to contribute to the family in some way, shape, or form.  He wasn’t allowed to just run amuck and do whatever he wanted to do. They also watched who he played with because Paul teaches, “evil communications corrupt good manners.” (1 Corinthians 15:33). Jesus himself wasn’t given a pass. In Hebrews we read, “Though he were a son yet learned he obedience in the things which he suffered.” (Hebrews 5:8)  So brethren there we have it.  Jesus’ grace and salvation for us and His death on the cross doesn’t give us a free pass to raise our kids any how.  How can we expect our kids to be rightly related and obedient to their Heavenly Father if they won’t obey their earthly parents? Our children won’t make it to Heaven unless they are taught to be obedient to our Heavenly Father, their parents, and those in authority over them. In the Old Testament this was extremely important to parents. In the Book of Ezekiel, God is reminding Ezekiel that Noah, Daniel, and Job (all important characters in the Bible) they could not ensure their kids would make it to heaven, “Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.” (Ezekiel 14:20) Their kids must make it to heaven by their own righteousness.  And that is seen by their doings and their works, “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right.”  (Proverbs 20:11) That too is why it’s so important to raise them in the “nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Their souls depend on it and God is depending on US to do it right.    Written by Karen Stahl  
POETRY CORNER:

A Prayer for the Day

By Edgar A. Guest

Grant me, O Lord the strength today

For every task which come my way.

Cover my eyes and make me blind

To petty faults I should not find.

Open my eyes and let me see

The friend my neighbour tries to be.

Teach me when duty seems severe

To see thy Purpose shine clear.

Let me at noontime rest content,

The half day bravely lived and spent.

And when the night slips down, let me

Unstained and un-dishonored be;

Grant me to live this one day through

Up to the best that I can do.
DEAR FRIENDS:

       All throughout the Bible, especially in the New Testament by Paul, the divine spiritual principle of spiritual growth and development is seen.  Verse after verse and example after example we read how God wants us, “to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18), but how do we do that?  Is there a certain amount of money we tithe to the church?  Maybe there is a certain number of songs we can sing or so many prayers we pray that will make us grow in the Lord?  Oh no I got it, maybe there is a certain amount of time we can give to the church and God then we will grow in God. Well, this all cannot be true, because every day many Christians do all of these things and still there is no spiritual growth in many of their lives. Remember my friend in God it does not matter what we do for God that counts, but how we do things.  I think there is going to be a lot of disappointed people in heaven.  Many in heaven will say, “Lord I cast out demons and healed the sick in Your name. But God will say, “yes I allowed all of these things to happen so that My name would be glorified, but as for you I never knew you (we had no relationship) depart for Me you worker of iniquity.”  Do we do things for God with the right motives and heart condition.  Oh no my friend we gain in God by how much of our selfishness and self-life we can lose.  Now we do not like to lose, all of our life we are taught to be a winner, well not so in God.  The way up is down in God.  If we desire to go up in God then we first was learn how to go down in God and the lower we can go in God the higher we can go up in God.  The lower we can come down in our self-thinking and our selfishness the more the Lord will be able to use us.  Jesus said He was meek and lowly of heart and His Father used Him until there was nothing left.  God used Jesus up completely. But that is okay while God was killing Jesus at the same time He was making Him alive.  Today Jesus lives in many hearts and lives around the world, not because He arose physically from the grave alone (which He really did), but because many have allowed His words to grip their hearts to the point they are willing to follow in Jesus’ foot steps.  Paul told the church at Rome, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  (Romans 6:3-4) We too must die so that God can make us alive.  The more we can die to our selfishness and self-seeking the more God can really use us beyond our ability, even to the end of ourselves.         
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for a  Bible School and K-12 school.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          October:  Local Ministry

November: Nairobi, Kenya 
     
December:  Local Ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest books, “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  Please take a minute and take a look, they both make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school; just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/AuthorCenterHome.aspx

We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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