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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Well, let us continue to take a heart-felt look at the personal knowledge of God, not merely an informative or story telling of God, but a personal knowledge of God’s grace and faithfulness to our heart.  In this edition let us begin to look at four points to what our attitude must be towards the personal knowledge of God if we are going to be able to receive all that God has for us.  But before, I feel compelled to share some words from Jack Picataggi, Head of Pinecrest Bible Training Center, “This is no longer a day in which we can coast along nor is it a day to allow someone else to hear from God and pass it on to us.  Lines of separation are being drawn and we have to allow God to work within our heart and character for this day.”  Jack is absolutely correct in this day if you do not really have the personal knowledge of God you will be overwhelmed by life and all of the things moving in the whole.  No one can take care of you, the government can not (even though they try hard), even you cannot take care of your self, only God knows what you need to be successful and fulfilled. My friend it is the personal knowledge of God; knowing what He knows and what He wants you to know which is fulfilling and satisfying to you heart and soul. All else will leave you wanting and restless for only what God can provide.  I see this in almost every church we visit that is built on religion and denominationalism.  Truth knows no bounds, but the traditions of men yoke many as prisoners in their heart and lives.


The first point we must consider about our attitude towards the personal knowledge of God is; it must be highly valued. Solomon shares these words with us, “My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 2So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 3Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 4If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 5Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.” (Proverbs 2:1-5)  What do we go after, seek, cry after that  is important to us? What do we think is valuable to us?  Money, our health more time? The answer is what ever we go after. Our time and resources are consumed with the things we think are important.  If you need a reality check, get your check book and see what you spend your money on?  Or write down (now be honest) the things you spend your time on. These are the things important in your life. This is what Solomon was saying, “if (most important word in the Bible because it set the condition for receiving from God) thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;”      and “Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 4If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;” then the reward will be, “Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.” The personal knowledge of God is found only by; receiving and hiding God’s word in our heart, crying after knowledge (inward longing), lifting up our voices (asking) for understanding, and seeking understanding at the same desire as wealth, searching for her as buried treasure, and in fear (getting bumped on the head for our disobedience) we come to God. What is more valuable than God’s knowledge? If we have God’s knowledge of things we will have the where-with-all to gain wealth and success. But what is the value of knowing the personal knowledge of God? Do you see the difference between the two? One will help you reach a certain level of success in God (God’s knowledge), but the other (the personal knowledge of God) will enable you to reach far beyond the spiritual and temporal things God can do right into the eternal things of God, right into the heart of God.  When I read Proverbs in the back of my mind I know how Solomon ends up.  Please read the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon did not heed his own words.  The knowledge of God is wonderful, but the personal knowledge of God is greater and must be valued above all things in our life.  It must be valued, we must make great investment (with our time, wealth, resources) to add it to our lives.


This thought works well up against the second point, the personal knowledge of God must be earnestly desired.  In Proverbs we saw the effort and travail, “Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 4If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;”that comes with the knowing of God personally. Knowing the things of God does not just fall out the sky or pop into our heads, but God must do a work in our lives to prepare our heart for His things.  How can our heart hold things of the world and God? They cannot.  We must allow God to remove (making room in our hearts) the things of the world in our heart so we can receive His goods.  This means we must lose to gain.  This means we do not get our way.  This means often our opinions and suggestion will not matter. God’s economics of spiritual growth is adding while subtracting, us losing things so God can add some of His things in us.  This my friend is an earnest calling in our lives if we truly are going to come to know the personal knowledge of God.                   


More next month (next two points) on what our attitude must be towards the personal knowledge of God.  

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
One thing about getting older is you now have the opportunity to look back at the past.  Now it is important to know there is no past or future, but the here and now.  Our past is over we cannot change things we have done or have not done and our future depends on what we have done in the past and the here and now.  This is why our here and now must reflect godliness and truth.  We must be about our Heavenly Father’s business as He conforms us into the icon (image) of His precious Son Jesus Christ. If we desire our future to be in God we must have our here and now reflect godliness and truth. As I look back to the past my thoughts are always engulfed with the things of God.  As far back as I can remember going to church, family devotions, going to youth camps, praying, reading the Bible have all been a critical part of my life.  My Mom and Dad did their job in training me in the things of God.  Solomon shares this important truth, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  (Proverbs 2:6)  A note of encouragement to the parents who have “trained up” their kids and they have walked away.  Please note the scripture says, “and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  Parents please give your kids time to get back on track, “when he is old” let him get old and see what happens then.  Please parents give your kids grace. Grace does not know when to quit. Grace never gives up or says enough, but gives more and more. Please cover them with your prayers their earthly and spiritual life hangs in the balance and please give them more grace. 

One thing I remember of the past (that is seldom if ever seen today) was the raw, heart-felt, spirit-filled preaching of the word of God and the power it produces. I can remember services that would go on and on, yet no one wanted the service to stop. The Spirit of God was rich and full, people would run down to the altar without an invitation to repent and for prayer. The presence of God was electrifying, miracles were a common occurrence in an atmosphere of expectation and need. Today, in most American churches, this is not the case.  Most church services in America consist of; three fast songs and a slow one, take up the offering, hear 20-30 minutes of self-help preaching, a brief invitation for prayer, and then off to their  favorite cafeteria for lunch.  Most people come to church to be seen and to network instead of wanting to see what God will do in their midst. Time and the day’s activities is a factor in their ability to receive the word of God.  When I listen to radio and taped messages of the preachers and teachers of days gone by I find such a depth and understanding that far surpasses me and others today. This depth and understanding comes not out of an ability to speak or know the Bible, but out of a commitment and dedication to God.  Sadly my friend I include myself in a group of NOT as committed and dedicated as the past.  I so want to change in this area. I have purposed a time to go back to Bethel and shore-up my altar before God.       

In Amos we read, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.”  (Amos 8:11-12)  Please note it is the Lord sending a famine in the land “of hearing the words of the Lord.”  Now many would say, God would never do that, well my friend the Scriptures are quite clear, because of their hard hearted, greedy selfish spiritual condition they did not have the ability in God to hear His words.  Today many in the church (in America and around the world) “run to and fro” from one conference to the next conference looking for God’s word, but only find the words of men and an emotional driven feeling. When the “true” (“true” = taking something from the physical and projecting it into the spiritual realm; like Jesus being the “true” bread of life) word of God comes to us we are brought down into a low place before Him. We will not want to sing and dance or shake our fists.  Oh no, when God’s word really comes to us, it kills us, but at the same time makes us alive. “The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 7The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up.”  (1 Samuel 6:6-7)  Please notice our direction; the way up is really down.  If we desire to go up to God now while on earth and to Heaven some day, we must first go down in our thoughts, ways, intentions, and desires. And please notice why the famine of the word was sent by God, “Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, 5Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? 6That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 7The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works.” (Amos 8:4-7) This is the message in most churches in America and some around the world. Today many churches pervert the word of God through a deceitful message of God’s love and grace and a giving to get message that “swallow up the needy” and a “falsifying the balance by deceit” or turning the truth of God’s word into a lie.  And why?  All out of greed, lust, and selfishness. Jesus told us, “to occupy” till He comes, but the church is occupied with making money. The spirit and faith of most churches today is a spirit and faith of greed and doing works not for God,  but for self-glory and self-praise. 

It is no wonder Jesus said, “I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8) I thought how could this be with all of the churches around the world?  Jesus saying, “shall he find faith on the earth?” (This scripture gives me cause and concern) Well now I can see how this verse can be true. Year after year I see less of God’s word, Spirit, and power on earth. Year after year I see less of the manifestation of God’s power projected around the world in service to mankind. Why should we spend money on missionaries, vehicles, and food when all we have to do is beam a satellite link message into homes around the world telling them; how Jesus loves them, all about their anointed ministry, and offer them the latest over priced gift and trinkets.  This type of message and projection to the world is the famine of the word Amos was talking about. It was true then and my friend it is true today.  There is nothing new under the sun.

My friend please understand this is not an article slamming the church, but a wake-up call and challenge to us all to get back on track so that we can do what God has asked us to do.  I am afraid like in Jesus’ day we have turned the church into a den of thieves. Let us turn away from the prosperity and grace, without consequences for our actions, doctrines.  Let us open our heart and our spirit to the “true” word of God.  Let us not go after the water and bread of life of this world, but seek the “heavenly bread” from above.  Let the famine of hearing God’s words in us be satisfied only by “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

                 Pick and Choose

          We are indeed in danger of hell fire if we put our thoughts and opinions above the truth contained in the Bible.  It is out and out rebellion.  We don’t “have the right” to pick and choose from the Bible.  No matter how harsh it seems, illogical, or non-politically correct the Bible seems to you rejecting it as God’s word puts one in severe jeopardy of losing their soul’s heavenly reward.  Paul laid this standard out to Timothy when he said, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  When we reject the word of God – we reject Jesus Christ, plain and simple.  And John shows us this truth in the Gospel of John when he said, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  (John 1:14)   

      Our thoughts are to mirror God’s thoughts.  We are to judge things as God would judge them.  When we do we will then see how woefully we lack and need our spirit strengthened with might in the inward man by God. Some Christians find it hard to believe Paul when he said, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” (Philippians 2:5), but God would not allow this verse to be in the Bible if He did not think it was true. Certain verses in the Bible may be a stumbling block to us in our understanding and we may even be offended by them.  That’s in our heart!  But we must get past our wrong thinking and agree with God no matter how harsh or unfair things seem to our way of thinking.  The most hurtful pain we’ll endure is knowing or finding out through God’s dealings and judgments in our life that our thoughts and ways of thinking are wrong and so far from God’s way of thinking, so skewed as to harm us and others around us. Most often our wrong thinking on our part affects the lives of others.  One example I can think of is parenting practices – if they don’t line up with the word of God (the Bible) they’re useless and could leave the child with mental issues, in prison, or worse dead. You are not going to screw up your kids if you raise them according to what the Bible says.  It is never too late if we wake up and align ourselves with the Bible.  Once we realize and recognize that we’ve been wrong – even if it’s been throughout our whole life God can and will (if we allow Him) help us to think right.

       Folks it’s not about us and what we know, think, or how much worldly wisdom we’ve acquired.  It’s about seeing value in God’s word, seeing things clearly from God’s perspective.  How can we have a relationship with God if we don’t agree with God’s word?  God asked the Children of Isreal, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”  (Amos 3:3)  We can’t pick and choose what we want to believe or what we agree with in the Bible. Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

Don’t Escape

By Fenelon

Volume 4 The Library of Spiritual Classics              

I am afraid that you will throw yourself too deeply into your daily activities to escape the painful circumstances you find yourself in.  You need to come to God and renew His presence within you during the day.

Live in God’s peace.  Do what is expected of you while inwardly looking to the Lord.  He alone is worthy of your love.

Whenever you become aware of your old nature prompting you to do something, immediately turn away its suggestion. God’s grace will then be able to keep you from falling into sin.  

Don’t help your old nature out at all.  Learn to sabotage every plan your self-nature presents to you.  Turn away from every evil alliance.  When you are faithful this way, it is almost as god for your body as it is for your spirit and soul.  Do not neglect your duties, but do not be consumed with them.  (page #89)  

DEAR FRIENDS:


Well it is September 2009, it has been seven years to the day since BHG was birthed in the Spirit and in me. The number seven has specific significance to us.  It seems every seven years God does something different in our ministry life.  Back on 23 July 1996 at 11:00 we arrived in Stuttgart, Germany and stayed until 11:00 on 23 July 2003 when the jet way pulled back (exactly seven years to the minute) I asked the flight attendant what time is it and she said 11:00, but God said well done!  While pastoring in September 2002 God told me to put a name to my international travels teaching the word of God and now it is September 2009, exactly seven years later.  I am excited to see what God has in store for us.  Whatever God has for us I believe BHG will still be a part of God’s plan for our lives.  We have established, with God’s marvelous help, many humanitarian assistance projects that still need care and feeding. You know it is one thing to teach the word of God (a must above all) but it is another dimension of God’s love to provide basic human needs and care for those who have not.  Check out our home page www.beholdinghisglory.com/ and all of the supporting links to see all that God has done through us.                     
No matter what God decides for Karen and I we can rest in knowing we have tried to do our very best (as we have known it) for God’s glory. We have sacrificed when needed and abounded as God gave the increase.  We and our children have been touched spiritually by God, we have met many people from many nations, and saw sights around Europe and the world that most Americas only dream about. God has truly held Family Stahl in His favor and good graces.

It is important to know when something is over in God, if not you will be out there striving to fulfill something that is not God’s will. When God makes a change He will let us know; seldom does God speak with a loud audible voice or write on walls, but if you have the Holy Spirit moving in your life you will know by the small still voice  resounding loudly in you spirit change is coming get ready.  For sure the only constant in God is change, we must be prepared so we will be able to adapt and move correctly bring success and fulfilled inwardly. Outward success and fulfillment is optional, but inward success and fulfillment is critical for God’s will in our lives being accomplished. When change comes move correctly in what God has already asked you to do, unto the very end, so that you can correctly move through the transition period.  Our lives are filled with transition periods between the pouring out of our lives from vessel (what God wants next) to the next vessel. It is in these transition periods we can quickly get off track and lose the original word of God spoken to us.  We must march smartly keeping our eyes, ears, and heart tuned to what God has already told us to do and not focus on the next thing God has asked us to do.  If we finish this leg of the race (first things first) correctly we will have plenty of time and opportunity to receive the revelation needed to move correctly in what is next.  My friend,  finish strong, rest in thanksgiving and gratitude, but know the race has not been won yet, tomorrow or maybe the next day we continue.                

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          September:  Nigeria (projected)


October:   Local Ministry

     
November:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest books, “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  Please take a minute and take a look, they both make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school; just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/AuthorCenterHome.aspx

We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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