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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  From the dawn of man God has had a great desire to have a relationship with His greatest creation so that we may know Him.  But God does not want us to have a mere knowledge of Him; His character, nature, and attributes (which are important), but God desires for us to have a personal knowledge of Him and His ways so that we could become like Him.  This is why man was made in the image of God and not some animal or tree that many today worship.  In the garden we read where “the LORD God”    

(God the Father) talked with man and in the cool of the evening, “And they (Adam and Eve) heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.”  (Genesis 3:8)  God made us in His image and do you know God has not changed His mind; God is still in the process of creating us into His image.  Later in time God had plans for a man named Abram who later was called Abraham.  Before we can be used of God we must come to know God and His ways. I wonder why so many Christians try doing things for God in their strength and ways?  Abram moved in faith plainly taking God at His word believing and it was accounted (a reward for service) as righteousness. “Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”  (James 2:23) Abram never had the personal contact Adam did with God, but there seemed to be a richness in their relationship to the point the Bible called Abraham a “Friend of God.”  Oh to God He would call us  “Friend.” Amazingly enough God desires this for us.  God wants so much for us and if we really knew if we really got this in our spirit and heart we would be ashamed of ourselves. Oh the times I come short of the glory of God, Lord please forgive me.  For us to come into what God has for us we must come to the knowledge of Him personally.  So many Christians try to know in the latest self-help book and or through our emotions and feelings, but we can never know God this way.  We must allow God to work in our lives through His dealings and judgments in our heart exposing areas in us that needs God’s attention and touch.  God does not just take the liberty to straighten us out.  We must give Him permission and as we do He then is able to reveal our heart condition, our intentions, motives, and attitudes that come before us and now we must agree with God (what we have allowed Him to show)  or  reject His revelation of our self.  I find it comical many people (sinner and saints alike) today want to know the revelations in the Book of Revelation or want to know the revelation to their destiny in God, well what God wants for us is to have the revelation of how much we are not like God. Not too many people have had this revelation maybe that is why many people do not have a personal knowledge of God.  God is a Spirit, we know Him by/with/through the Spirit and in truth.  If we can receive this single revelation God will be able to open the Scriptures and enlighten our spirit to the deeper things of God in the spiritual realm. Knowing our self (by the Spirit of God) as God knows us opens the doors to the spiritual realm. God is then able to come and spend time with us as He did with Adam first then with Eve and Abraham. God has always wanted to man to have a personal knowledge of Him.  We see this in the beauty of nature and the creation of the stars and the seas.  God’s detailed handy work cries out in all of its splendour;  God has created all of this so that you will want to know the creator personally. The rain, the clouds, the seasons, every biological system in man and every environmental order on earth screams of  how much God desires for man to know Him personally.            

It is one thing to be called a “Friend of God” but it is another thing to know some one face to face.  Moses was such a one that loved and served God.   I really like what the Bible says about Moses, “And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,” (Deuteronomy 34:10) Wow! Moses knew “the LORD” “face to face.”  There is nothing more closer than face to face. This expression gives the reader the idea of nose to nose pressing upon each other, oh how intimate.  This “face to face” image takes our relationship with God to a new level in knowing God.  Relationships are on a horizontal plane of knowing someone, they seem to be one dimensional, but communion, where God desires us to know Him personally, is multi-dimensional horizontal and vertical in perspective to God as they relate to man and in turn as man relates to God.  It is a flow out from the Spirit of God that touches our heart and soul.  And contained in the stream that penetrates our very marrow is the knowledge of Him and how much He loves us. We can never discuss coming into the knowledge of God without talking about His love for us.  Today our focus in the church is going to heaven to escape hell’s flames or serving God so He can give is things, well some of that may be true, but God desires for us to know Him so that He can have that personal communion He has longed for since man was made, far beyond relationship.  When I travel the expectation of seeing Karen waiting for me at baggage claim is almost overwhelming. When I see her I do not want to have a relationship, I what communion with her. No words spoken (none need) our hearts suffered loss the time we were separated and now as we embrace they beat as one. 


  Next month who in the Bible desires such knowledge of God.  

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
      Light Coming out of Darkness

   As I listen to the radio and tapes I hear great men of God, from years past, preach and teach this wondrous Gospel message of our Lord Jesus Christ with such fire, passion, and a boldness whereby the Spirit of God touches our spirit.  It has been a long time since I heard a message, while in a Church service, that really touched my spirit so. Yet in tears I too share and desire to be so changed by His power. Strange how we do not hear this type of preaching and teaching today, maybe the fire for God in the Church has gone out? Many today would say the Church spoken about in Revelation Chapter Three (the Church of the Laodiceans) is the Church globally of today. Well not so my friend, but I would say verses 14-19 speaks much of the Church in America.  ”And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;  15I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17Because thou sayest,  I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”  (Revelations 3:14-19)  Many in the world are paying a great price for their faith in God.  All you have to do is step outside your comfort and ease (and according to Jesus’ command) and you will meet them.  
 When was the last time you heard a message on Hell?  Or even heard the word Hell mentioned in Church? Did you know Jesus talked twice as much about Hell then He did about Heaven?  But all we hear today is God loves you (and He does, but this is half of the message) and He is going to take us all to Heaven in the sweet by and by, so come and join our church and everything will take care of its self (this part has nothing to do with the Gospel message). My friend the Bible does not support this type of wrong denominational thinking. The Bible I read tells me we must deny our self and take up our cross and follow Him, ”And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 24For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.”  (Luke 9:23-24) These radio and taped preachers from the 40s, 50s and 60, would talk about the Church in America falling away from the truth, how it had lost the desire to see souls won to Christ instead it desires to see people won to denominations and religion, there is a big difference. Most Churches in America are more concerned about adding numbers to their denomination; by building visitor centers, smooth parking lots, and designing religious programming, then desiring to see souls added to the Lamb’s Book of Life.   In Africa they say the way to build a big Church in America is by building a parking lot where the ladies do not scuff their high-heeded shoes, sad but true. It is easy to tell which Churches are built on music and religious programs, they are the ones who do not hold services when the people do not come for the show.  There seems to be a trend in the Church of America, especially in the summer months, not to hold services on Sunday or Wednesday nights because of low attendance (Jesus often preached to one person) or for a number of other reasons. Church of American why would we willfully close the doors of our buildings? What are we thinking? Where is our dedication and commitment to man and God?  Ichabod! And, shame on those Churches who willfully close their doors.  Church services are not to be a burden or boring for the people, if it is so it is because the leadership has made it so.  We add so much useless tradition when all we need to do is just come together encouraging each other; in word, deed, and prayer and hear, “thus saith the Lord” from a Pastor who has allowed God to deal and judge in his life refining him.  And, who has spent time before God in reflection and soul searching to hear from Him then share the message with the people God has given him.  The last thing the Church of America needs to hear is another canned sermon. We do not need to spend time singing feel good, self-seeking music trying to assure ourselves of God’s love, telling God something He already knows, or working up the Spirit of God, either we have brought His precious Holy Spirit with us or we have brought another spirit with us. Hymns worked in the past, why not now? We must never sacrifice corporate Church gathering for time and conveniences. There is a God-designed plan for both critical needs.
 Church of America we must get serious, lives depend on it.  I am not judging or being critical, but “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:” (Ephesians 4:15-16) Other Christians in the world are paying a great price for the Gospel sadly we are making a grave mockery of their sacrifices.  Today in Sunday School God really opened my eyes (thank you Bob) to the truth in 2 Corinthians 4:6. It was like a sledge hammer hitting me between the eyes. Paul was speaking to the Church at Corinth and shared, “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  (2 Corinthians 4:5-6)  Please note the light of God was not shone into the darkness trying to dispel the darkness with the light, but the light came from or originated in the darkness of God. What a mysterious place indeed. Isaiah tells us God creates darkness.  “That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. 7I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.”  (Isaiah 45:6-7) Who would believe God creates darkness and evil?  Walk with the Lord long enough and He will change what you believe many times over. There are two types of darkness:  The first darkness is that which arises from sin.  It is a darkness that is filled with unhappiness and leads the Christian to eternal death.  The second type of darkness is darkness which the Lord allows within our inward part in order to establish and settle virtue.  This is a happy darkness because it illuminates (revelation) our inward spirit, strengthens it and gives it greater light. We try so hard to spin the Gospel message to support our belief and doctrinal positions all the while telling people we are working to build God’s Kingdom when in reality we are trying to build our own kingdom. God needs no help in building His Kingdom (Romans 14:17), all God needs is us being obedient and faithful to His word and commands. God commanded the light of this glorious Gospel message to shine out of the darkness and into our hearts.  What an amazing feat, but God my friend is amazing.    
 My friend let us just share the Gospel message (as written in the Bible) and trust the Holy Spirit to do His work in our hearts and lives.  We need not make it more difficult by adding or subtracting from the message.  We must tell the truth (the whole counsel of God) and rest in knowing God is faithful and wants all to be saved.  I really believe many people will not be saved because they have been told the wrong message by those who have a denominational agenda and doctrines that is not in keeping with the word of God.  Paul warned Timothy, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.” (1 Timothy 4:16)  Brethren if it was true then (and it was) how much the more we must “take heed” today. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

        What Kind of Pastor are You


We knew a pastor who was kicked out of a church we attended and then went back to being a missionary.  He called himself a pastor, yet he was a very impatient, angry, and wrathful man. He told us one time when he stopped by our home in Germany the most useless men in the world were from India, yet he just spent two or three months in India; glad handing, back slapping, and smiling with the Believers of India. I was shocked when he said this.  How could he minister to the Indian people and in the next breath revile them?  Now on the other hand we also knew his son; a gentle and caring man who was sincere, loving, and kind.  I think he would have made a better pastor than his father, but he was not called to be a pastor.  He invested his energy and talents into raising his family and in the church he attended was in supporting roles and did a great job.  

          If you are a pastor you are the lead-slave servant to all; from the least in your congregation to the noblest or best. Getting a pay check from a denomination is a sure fire way of staying obedient to a denomination and less obedient to the Spirit of God.  Gee, I wonder if that is why the early church leaders did their own work to support themselves and were led by the Holy Spirit, Hummmm. Lester Rolloff and Oliver B. Green (two old-time fiery Baptist preachers) called this taking the denominational dope.  Once you start taking the money you are hooked and cannot stop.  A pastor should also spend quality time before the Lord, seeking God’s face, to know what is up for that day, that week, that year.  If you are spending more time in front of a computer screen than before the Lord, something is very wrong.  Rarely do you hear “thus saith the Lord” anymore. And why? Because pastors and other ministers are not spending time with the Lord. It is a heck of a lot easier to rip off a sermon by Spurgeon from the internet.  If you like to read sermons on a computer let me invite you to prayerfully read Jonathan Edwards, “Sinner in the Hands of an Angry God,” I dare you.  A pastor should be a lonely guy.  It is lonely at the top and bottom.  He is not to have a bunch of sniveling yes men around him. When ever we surround ourselves with a bunch of yes men and people that always agrees with us that is a sure sign of spiritual immaturity. When you change your opinion of something after you learn someone in authority over you disagrees, take heed you are exhibiting great qualities of being a yes man. It is supposed to be lonely at the top; this is God’s plan to get His man alone to teach him His words and ways. Other folks should have better things to do with their time than to cow-tow to a pastor’s every whim. A real pastor or man of God will not have a bunch of yes men around, but men full of integrity, honor, and honesty respectfully telling the pastor the truth. It is not about our ego or having an entourage scrambling in our wake. When we were in Kenya Pastor Joseph Mutua and other pastors were training young men to be future pastors, oh they were stepping and fetching, but their attitudes were so different.  The pastors there in Kenya, dare I even say it, were extremely humble taking their responsibility seriously to disciple those young men. Shamefully American culture has trumped the church. Just travel overseas and you will see this in action.  The pulpit is not a place for joking around, it is serious, life and death hang in the balance.  The pulpit is the place we hear, “Thus saith the Lord.” If you want to hear some jokes go buy a joke book. If you want to be entertained go to a movie; oops some churches now show movies instead of preaching the word of God. If you want entertainment take your wife out to dinner. Unfortunately here in America, in most churches, it is not about discipling anybody it is about stroking some fat head’s ego so they will feel big and important. I guess they have their reward and will not be getting one in heaven.                    
        To those God fearing, humble pastors who day in and day out pour out their lives for their families and congregations – thank you for your example of Christ-likeness.  May God bless you with all wisdom and may you allow God to strengthen you the more in the inward parts. And to you other pastors, grow up.  It is not about you, shape up or ship out before it is too late.  And, remember the best is yet to come.     Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

77.  Anxiety Concerning the Future  (page 152) By Francois de La Mothe-Fenelon  

From:  Fenelon’s Spiritual Letters
I wish you all the benefit you are seeking in retreat; above all, that you may find rest in a simple line of conduct, without looking forward anxiously to the future.  That future is in God’s hands, not yours; God will rule in according to your need.  But if you seek to forecast it in your own wisdom, you will gain nothing but anxiety and anticipation of inevitable.  Try only to make use of each day; each day brings its own good and evil, and sometimes what seems evil becomes good if we leave it to God, and do not forestall Him in our impatience. 

DEAR FRIENDS:

Well the picture for 2009 looks as clear as 2008, more uncertainly and apparent confusion. Some time this month I will visit an endocrinologist to see if I have pheochromocytoma or chromaffin tumors cells on my sympatho adrenal glands. These cells indiscriminately and with no warning produce pure norepinephrine that affects blood pressure and causes hypertension of which I have as well as many other symptoms. They are usually benign (not cancerous), but we will see. On my last five trips aboard I have had problems with my blood pressure and in October 2008, one day before Jake Luffy and I were to depart for Turkey, Romania, and Bulgaria, I had an episode and my blood pressure shot up dramatically. The treatment is simple surgery to remove the tumors on my adrenal glands if benign.  We will see what God said and does about our travels after we visit the endocrinologist.     

But this is nothing new is it?  In all of the frustration of wanting to share the word of God abroad and see our many friends there is one calming thought that keeps us on track, God knows what He is doing with us and our ministry.  We must believe this or all we do for God is in vain.  Do we really trust God when we do not know what is going on?  It is easy to trust God when you know what is going on, but now when the night is dark and the clouds roll in making things even darker it is nice to know God knows. And if God knows we do not need to know we need to go along for the ride.  This is where we are just going along for the ride.  What are we going to say and do if God says enough traveling for now or maybe forever, get angry a God and shake my fist?  I think not.  In all we face in life our heart condition MUST always be I do not understand all things, but I know I am persuaded (much different than believing or being convinced) you know all things and you have our best interest in mind.  Paul shares, “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 8:37-39)  What are the “in all these things” Paul is talking about? Are they the  “death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature?” No he was already persuaded (Strong’s # 3982, to trust, have confidence, be confident) in these things. Paul was talking about his previous perilous trials, situations, and circumstances that gave him the faith and courage to become persuaded.  Unless we face problems and aversions in our lives we will never be able to develop the confidence and trust to believe God’s word when He speaks.  In 2009 let us purpose in out hearts to be persuaded as Paul to take God at His word no matter the situations or aversions we face.  

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
January:  Local Ministry 


February:  India (projected)

     
March:  Nepal (projected)

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Adventures with God.”  Please take a minute and take a look, it makes for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options:  about the book, about the author, and free preview. And can be purchased and at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and many more, Christian Book Stores, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  
http://www.authorhouse.com/bookstore/ItemDetail.aspx?bookid=55797
ISBN:  9781438928319
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

Please know you can still receive “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement” and is still FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost.  And soon it will be offered at AuthorHouse (like all of our other books) and at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and many more, Christian Book Stores (actually any book store you can order a book with our ISBN), and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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