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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  For the last few months we have been looking at the practical value of the knowledge of God, not the mental and emotional approaches we make, but the intimate and personal knowledge we have of God as we allow Him to seek us and know us.  In the Psalms David said, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  (Psalms 139:23)  We will only come to know God when He is able (our choice) to know us.  Oh He knows our form and frame He made us, but the knowing I am talking about is when we totally submit to His searching of our heart, a willful abandonment of our rights, privileges, and desires to know Him.  The knowing happens when we are tried, “try me,” and know my thoughts.” As we endure the trying of God we willfully open our heart and thoughts to Him to the point God is able to teach us the lessons we must learn to operate and function correctly with Him.  One area that manifests in our lives when God is trying us is our attitude.  Now make no mistake God is concerned about our attitude. Our attitude is always about how not what we do for God.  Never get stuck on doing things for God, they all will pass way, but what will not pass away is how we do things for God.  We are to do things for God in the right attitude. Now that is a real revelation to some Christians.  We think it is all about what we do, no my friend it is all about how we do things.  God gives greater honor to someone who changes a dirty, smelly diaper with the right attitude than one who holds a crusade for millions and 1000s are saved, but done with the wrong attitude.      

There are four areas I would like to discuss when looking at God’s attitude toward this personal knowledge.  The first is God grieves over man’s lack of it.  In the Old Testament we read,  “Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 2By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood.”  (Hosea 4:1-2)  Does this not sound like today? When we lack the knowledge of God we will turn our backs on God and go towards what we know.  Man today goes after technology and the knowledge man can produce.  My friend the more man goes after technology and man’s knowledge the less of God will be in man and his world.  In the New Testament we read,  “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 8Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 9When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. 10Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.”  (Hebrew 3:7-10) Here the writer to the Hebrews goes to the heart of the matter, our heart.  God said the Children of Isreal (their fathers) hardened their hearts so He was grieved with them.  Can you imagine God being grieved with someone?  How deceived and presumptuous someone is that an all knowing and loving God would be grieved. Now God was not grieved  because they were knuckle heads (like me at times) oh no God knows our thoughts and heart, but God was grieved because, “they do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.” This word “err” is not error to make a mistake, but to wilfully lead someone astray.  It is an intentional and calculated plan to deceive someone from the truth.  Something similar to what we see on Christian TV today. And because they “err” they knew not the ways of God.  This is why God said, “So I sware in my wrath, They shall not (strongest emphasis on importance) enter into my rest.)” (Hebrews 3:11) Please do not miss the point God was thinking these words to Himself. Notice the opening   parenthesis after the word “Wherefore” and then the closing parenthesis at the end of verse 11.  This makes these verse a parenthetical thought or a thought within a thought a very powerful tool to show character and nature of the speaker. They never entered into God’s rest, because they grieved God’s heart.  So too this can be our reward if we never come to know God and His ways.

 
The next area we are to increase in is God’s knowledge.  Or our increase in God is to come by way of His knowledge.  In Colossians Paul tells us, “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;” (Colossians 1:9-10)  Our increase in God comes not by way of service and dedication to our church, but by “the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;” Verse 10 tells us how to be “all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work” by “increasing in the knowledge of God;” How can we be useful to God and do the things He wants us to do without possessing the knowledge of God?  It is impossible.  There is no way around it we must know God and His ways. Knowing feelings and emotions will not do. More next month on the remaining two areas of God’s attitude toward His knowledge.     

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
     What Happens When You Miss It

I believe I can speak for most Christians when I say we do not want to miss God’s will for our lives, especially in short-term things. Doing God’s will must be a paramount desire in all of our lives if we want to walk in God’s favor and receive His best.  God always rewards obedience. My friend obedience alone is honoring to the Lord and He judges disobedience. You know it is easy praising God while standing in church after you have accomplished what you thought was God’s will, but my friend what if you think you have missed doing God’s will?  Can you still stand in church and praise God?  What if you think you did not fulfill what you thought God wanted you to do? No matter how long we have walked with the Lord we all will miss it at times. We must understand this point very well, if not we are deceiving ourselves and setting ourselves up for greater presumption and loss. Please note when we miss it there is always some type of loss experienced by us or others.  I have found others pay a greater price for us missing it.  Another odd thought we must wrestle with is; if you miss it once in an area you will probably miss it a second and maybe a third time.  I wish God would stop us when we miss it, but He will not.  He expects us to learn the lesson (the first time) He is teaching and we must stop ourselves before He has to get our attention. 

Please let me share an experience with you that happened to me in 2007.  Around the end of each year, after prayer and fasting, I start putting together my schedule (where I feel God is saying to go) for the up coming year.  I have invitations from all over the world, but it seems God has me on a two or three year cycle in visiting seven or eight countries. Establishing and maintaining Godly relationships with churches in foreign lands are far more important than traveling from meeting to meeting or conference to conference. The Body of Christ is built on two things; Christ the solid rock and Godly relationships.  So I scheduled Tanzania for September, my first attempt.  In August Jake Luffy, Tony Hardin, and I ministered in Romania and Bulgaria, it was long and hard and I experienced some urology problems so I bumped my trip to Tanzania back to October, my second attempt.  As I got closer to going there came over me a feeling of not wanting to go, but this is nothing new I never want to leave my wife and family for a place always far austere from my home.  So Karen and I headed to the airport she was going to drop me off at the airport and return home. On the way we stopped by a rest area to use the facilities, I just bent over to get a drink of water and threw my back out. What pain, like someone jabbed me in the back with a knife, but we continued on to the airport.  Karen dropped me off (it was now much tougher to go as I was injured) and I checked my bag. The lady at the counter asked if I was okay and I said yes, but she knew that I was not speaking the truth. Funny how others know when we are lying. I continued on to security and once through I could hardly walk so I called Karen, got my bag, and we went directly to see our wonderful family doctor, Dr. Hal Messec. There I received his professionalism, heartfelt sympathy and love, four prescriptions, and four shots all were needed to get me well. So, after getting better (surprisingly fast in one week) and able to easily move my flight ticket ahead one week I struck out again for Tanzania, my third attempt. Karen again took me to the airport we even stopped at the rest area and I had a drink of water from the same fountain.  No problem, God must be in favor of me going. I flew from Raleigh-Durham (RDU) to John F. Kennedy (JFK) in New York (one and half hours) and planning then on for a 13 hour flight to Dubai in the Arab Emirates. All followed by a five and half hour flight to Dar Es Salaam.  Well, after three or four hours out of JFK my heart started to talk to me by way of an angina attack. Words cannot express the professionalism and care I received at the hands of Emirates Airlines.  It is easy to see why they are the best airlines in the sky. Chief Purser George, Flight Attendants; Mohamed, a wonderful Korean lady whose name I could not remember, and how could I ever forget Billy (a wonderful Thai man) who talked with me, gave me oxygen, monitored my vital signs, and even rubbed my arm and hand for hours.  I have never seen such professionalism and knowledge of skill by a crew in life threatening circumstances. I am glad this happened on Emirates and not on an American Airline. And the crown jewel of Emirates’ care was when the pilot made the decision to divert from the flight plan and take me to Istanbul, Turkey. The pilot was in direct communication with a doctor in Arizona, USA who worked for Med-Link. And, who could forget the third pillar of my life saving care, Dr. Joseph Carozza. “Doc” Joe as I called him was great he was really a life saver at 34,000 feet.  What can you say to a man who helped save your life?  Is thank you enough?  I think not.  I think it would be a good reward if “Doc” Joe and his wife received another trip on Emirates for free.  He wasted on me hours from his first class ticket.  What do you say to a company like Emirates Airlines who help save my life?  Is thank you enough? I think not. I think I know some what the cost and expense Emirates went through on my behalf to divert their 777-200/300 not to mention the politics involved to acquire emergency landing rights. Once on the ground in Turkey Emirates’ employees; Ali (who I think paid $20 for my visa) and Zeynep both spent the night in the emergency room with me.  When I think of God’s grace to me I easily think of the people I have afore mentioned who cared for me far above and beyond their duty. I think all of the Emirates’ Staff on Flight 204 on 1 November from JKF to Dubai should be greatly commended for their professionalism, attention to detail, and given an increase in pay or at least a big bonus.                                       

After returning home God shared  three thoughts with me about missing it.  So I would like to share these with you and if you too miss it you might understand the heart of God in all of it.  

The first time I returned home (after I hurt my back) and while laying in the tub asking God why this all happened, I felt the Holy Spirit speak to my spirit, “My Grace is sufficient for you.”  Now I thought God was staying go and I will give you strength to go again to Tanzania. Well, that could have been true, but now after my third try I see God was saying and is the first point we must always remember when we miss it we MUST never beat ourselves up, but fall helpless into the rest of God’s grace.  His grace was there for me not only in my going, but also in my not going.  God was saying I can cover your not going with my grace as easily as I can cover your going for me. No matter what happens God’s grace is always sufficient and will meet us at our present need. Grace is much more than something we use for salvation. It is at these times of our perceived failure we must cling to this truth and learn the lessons God is teaching so that we will not make similar mistakes.  
The second point we must always remember is that one of God’s purposes in us missing it is to break and humble us the more. Often at the heart of missing it is presumption a most dangerous place in God.  Always remember our identity in God is not based on what we do for God (Pastor, Teacher, Evangelist, etc), but who we are in God is based on our heart condition. Those that “go ye into all the world” are not any more special to God than those who are faithful to God at their home.  I travel the world because God told me to go, not because I really like to.  It is all about heart obedience to what God told you to do. Not obedience in doing and going, but obedience in our heart, in our motives, and in our desires in going and doing what God told us to do.  My relationship with God is not based on going and doing, but on a relationship with Him through His precious Son Jesus Christ and some day I will look like Him as He is.   

And the third point, God’s ways are not our ways.  I signed up to go to Tanzania to teach in a Beholding His Glory (BHG) Conference, not to hurt my back and have unstable angina at 34,000 feet for seven plus hours over the Atlantic Ocean and Europe or to be dropped off in Istanbul, Turkey to spend six hours in a Turkish emergency room, but God could have other plans. In doing God’s will there is a plan that is accomplished like going to Mbeya, Tanzania and teaching in the BHG Conference, but running parallel there is a higher plan of God in the sending us forth and that is always to share the Gospel message no matter where on earth we find ourselves; in sickness or health, in riches or poverty, in good times or bad our orders are loud and clear, tell others about the love and grace of Jesus Christ. We see this truth in the lives of the Disciples, Paul, and others in the Bible as they traveled from church to church to establish a structure and network on which the Gospel message could be delivered (God’s accomplish plan) they shared with countless untold people God brought their way. When these two plans intersect and come into conflict (like me not going to Tanzania because God had other plans for me) we often feel we have missed it, but not so in God. We have fulfilled a higher plan and if true to God we must not feel bad about not completing the journey. Nor should we condemn ourselves or listen to the naysayers telling us we have failed God.  One thought that kept me going after my first attempt was in the last 11 years I have never not completed a ministry trip that I started.  This was foolish, God loved me whether I finish my trip or not.  Remember, it is not what we do for God that counts, but how we do things for God, do we do them with the right heart condition and with the right motives.  Rewards in God are not based on what, but how. All along the three day journey I could see the hand of God in operation.  Where I saw it the most was not by the great care I received, but in the contacts I made along the way.  Coming back on my 12 hour flight to the States I met a wonderful Christian couple (Terry and Jane) from Seattle, WA.  We talked and talked about the Lord and so many things, how this encouraged me and made me feel much better.  I think of “Doc” Joe who I gave a copy of my latest book and saw him reading it.  I think of Joy one of the ladies I got stranded with at JFK.  On my way back to RDU Delta Airlines cancelled our flight after it was delayed two hours and we sat on the tarmac for another two and half hours.  But what added insult to injury was, Delta gave us food and lodging vouchers at a Ramada Inn that was rejected by the hotel, so we had to sleep on the floor at JFK. We (about 20 folks) all banded together to get to the Ramada Inn and since I was big and ugly I was chosen guide and leader.  But all along the way I spoke with atheists and Christians sharing Jesus not missing God’s higher call.                

I guess when you really think about it as long as we share Jesus we will never ever miss it. I am now reminded of the words my Bible Teacher Charles Haun told me in 1996 when I was heading to Germany; “just give them Jesus” and “just got along for the ride.”  I still am learning from him.   Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

                    Parenting 101

      The most pathetic creature on the face of the earth is the child whose mother is too busy for them.  The mother who runs out the door off to work (church, the mall, gym, or Wal-mart) “fulfilling” HER ambitions, her career while the kids are at home either attended by a sitter, unattended, or at some day care center.  Let me put this simply – if God wanted somebody else to raise your kids He’d have given them to someone else to raise.  God gives us beautiful children to raise and what do we do?  Slap God in the face and say “no, I will not raise these children – I have a career!”  Then we pay someone to raise our kids.  We expect the babysitter to instill values and morals into our children when we tell them they aren’t worthy of our time.  My job is more important, my career is more important then you!!  Sugar coat it all you want – you can only lie to kids for so long.  Kids can see through all of our lofty crap. Now please know I am not talking about single mothers who have to work to support their family – be at peace, but please know the kids of single mothers are often in greater jeopardy of the emotional scars than those of a dual parent family.  It is better (even as a single mother) to be there for your kids than to be able to buy them all the toys in the world or a bigger TV. But, I am talking about mothers who can afford to stay at home with their children – but don’t.  Shame on them and I am not talking about older children – although until kids leave the nest (so to speak) they always need Mom and Dad around to share in their victories, wipe their runny nose, and bandage their scrapes and cuts.  No matter how old one gets they will always be the parents and their kids will always be their kids.  This is God’s order and He has not changed His mind.  In particular I am taking to those mothers with young children – who really need their mom.  You can’t pay some one to love your child like you do.  You can’t pay someone enough to teach your children all the things you’re suppose to teach them.  Its your job, its your responsibility not your mother’s, not your grandma’s, not the Sunday School Teachers, and especially not the daycare center down the street.  Paul told the ladies of the City of Lycaonia and us today, “And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not. 14I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.”  (1 Timothy 5:13-14)  Look we are raising up a generation of looney kids all because we (both moms and dads) want kids, but we don’t want to take the time to train them up right.  Solomon said, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  (Proverbs 22:6)  It was not this way 30 years ago.  The parents of today want to do what they want to do.  Most are selfish, self-centered, and out of touch with reality and their kids are turning out the same way, if not worse. So if you are getting mad at me right now please check your heart to see if it is offence or conviction.  If convicted you know what to do; repent of your wrong thinking and turn your heart back to your family and to the way God has ordained a family to function, if not then you will have to repent of the anger and offense in your heart towards me. This is no joke – this life is short as it is with out casting our kids aside so we can do what we want to do. Kids grow up fast enough and are out the door fast enough.  Don’t blow it!  Raise them up right, teach them their manners, tell them about Jesus, and teach them right from wrong. Find a good church and take them as a family to it.  What good is telling your kids about Jesus and to love other people when they do not see you do it?  They don’t see you at church helping out or taking a meal to a sick person.  Kids learn better by example not by the old “do as I say not as I do.” Look, I know its not easy raising kids, at times it can be maddening.  You’ll wonder, “will they ever grow up?”  Money will be tight, kids get sick, your husband will not understand why you feel so trapped, you’re always cleaning up after some thing or some one, but its all a process where we can grow up and glorify God (by obedience to His word) by how we deal with all of this craziness along the way. And hopefully if we handle things correctly so will our kids or if not at the very least, hopefully they will learn from our mistakes and not do the same dumb things. Moms you have a great opportunity to put Godly things into your kids. So please do not send your kids to those day care kennels yes they remind me of kennels every time I ride by and see all of those poor children outside running around playing in a fenced in area. Raise your own children put the family’s needs ahead of your career and the need for another car or wide screen TV.  You will have plenty of time down the road after your kids are grown and out the door.  Never forget the most important job for a woman, in God’s eyes, is to be a Godly wife and mother.   So let us learn, ”To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. 6Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.  7In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 8Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.”  (Titus 2:5-7)  God bless and remember the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

    Prisoner of Hope

          By John Wright Follette              
While dwelling in this prison-house of flesh,

And bound by limitations of its clay,

My longing spirit waits to take its flight,

To realms beyond this little life and day.

My spirit used to beat against the bars

And long for freedom from this dreary cell,

Until one day a tender dove found room

Within my heart and settled there to dwell.

This guest who shares this prison-house with me

Has come to tell me of a home above,

And daily makes me ready fro that place,

And tells me secret things of One I love.

He is so very quiet in His ways,

By gentle wooing He has won my heart,

My lonely cell would be a cheerless place

Had He not liberty in every part.

And when the prison-door shall open swing,

He will not flee and leave me here to roam,

For I could never find my Father’s house –

Together we shall make the flight back home.

DEAR FRIENDS:

John tells us, “And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”  (John 1:5)  In the Greek, the verse ends, “and the darkness did not capture it.” When I think of this verse I have to scratch my head. How can the darkness not comprehend light?  Well, to understand  how this could happen we must not use our thinking of 2009 and look at the word, “comprehended” Strong’s #2638, which means; to lay hold of so as to make one’s own as to capture, to obtain, attain to, to make one’s own, to take into one’s self, appropriate. When we think of the word “comprehended” we relate it to our reasoning and mental abilities, but not so with God.  Here in this verse the darkness could not lay hold of so as to make one’s own to come into the light.  But there is not the ability in darkness to capture light.  There is no physical law which could potentially allow any power in darkness to capture light. The only way that darkness can enter is the removal of the light.  When we come to the Lord we come to light which dispels the darkness within us. When a Believer withdraws from the light they allow space for the darkness.  The more the Believer neglects the light and departs from it the more darkness takes over. While a Believer abides in the light, darkness does not have a chance of taking over.  It is critical we remain in fellowship with the light (God) so that darkness does not capture us.  Jesus told the disciples, “Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon (capture or comprehend) you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.”  (John 12:35)  Let us walk in the light of God, the choice is ours.   
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
July:   Local Ministry

     
August:  Local Ministry


September:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest books, “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  Please take a minute and take a look, they both make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school; just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/AuthorCenterHome.aspx

We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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