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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  This month let us look at the last two practical values of the knowledge of God.  Also let us point our thoughts and spirit back to the key understanding that this knowledge of God is not merely information, facts, or even Bible stories about God, but an intimate, real, and personal knowledge of God.  If we miss this point we have missed the entire meaning of the Bible and our time spent going to church and doing church activities and religious duties and traditions will be all for nought. Only when we come to personally know God and His ways will we ever be able to move and function as God desires.  Until then our movement and functioning will be in our strength, the strength of the flesh.  Make no mistake my friend much can be done for God in the strength of the flesh.  Many people are fed, clothed, given water to drink, taught good morals, but no one is saved from their sins.  Jesus told the disciples, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.“ (Matthew 7:21-23)  Many will do good works, but in the end God will say to them, “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” If they used God’s name to do might miracles, cast out devils, and wonderful works why did God not know them?  They did the works of God, but never became (Philippians 2:10) the work of God.  The methods they used to do God’s work were NOT the methods God had established, they were outside the framework God established.  The word “iniquity” is not a word that speaks of one being bad, but one who does things in lawlessness or outside the way the rules or law was established. Now this is not the law (the Ten Commandments or shadow of God in the Old Testament), but the framework and ways how God operates that He personally established for things to be done.  You see without really knowing God we will use man’s ways. It is easy to see who really knows God, just look at the way people do things. God’s ways are not our ways.  We see this truth from Paul as he was sharing with the Church at Corinth. “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:”  (1 Corinthians 1:26-28)  God’s ways are not the ways of the world. God’s framework and methods are not the way man does things, but  coming into the personal knowledge of God will bring us to the methods and means God has established for us to do His work. It is no wonder the power and authority of most churches is missing.  Why?  They have built the church on ways and methods of the world; church growth programs, contemporary music, leisure dress, and a attitude of everyone is okay, sin is not an issue, wrong my friend.  When we come to know God we will know these ways are wrong and must not be used.  Sadly churches (from all denominations) today who use worldly ways to grow are only manifesting their lack of the knowledge and ways of God.        
     And the last practical value of a personal knowledge of God is, it brings influence with God. The more we desire to know God the more He desires to know us. Who do we want to influence?  Who do we want to impress and curry favour from? The more we come to know God in a personal and imitate way the more boldness and assurance we will have in the things of God. We often lack the steadfastness in God because we lack the knowledge of who God is.  Oh we may know all of the verses in the Bible that speak of faith and healing or we can even recite all of the doctrinal denominational dogma of what we believe, but all of that stuff will do little for us when things are really pressed hard against our life.  When we step into the valley of shadow of death all of the things we believe and have done are gone. The only thing left is our relationship with God.  Will we be welcomed home because God knew us or will God say depart from me “I never knew you.”  Sad is it not?  And why?  No relationship with God.  Relationship is always built on knowledge.  When I first met Karen I was consumed with wanting to now more about her.  Even today after almost 30 years of marriage  there are wonderful new things I am learning about my sweetheart. So too with God. The more I come to know Karen (and Karen for me) the more influence and trust I will have for her.  Who are we trying to influence?  The one we want to know and the one we want to like us.  In Galatians Paul gives us some very sobering words,   “For do I now persuade (influence) men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 11But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:10-12) If we try to influence or “persuade men I (you and me) should (in the Greek “shall not” much stronger) not be the servant of Christ.” We will not be a servant of Jesus Christ because we will not have the revelation of Jesus Christ.  My friend please note; who we seek to influence (and who influences us) will speak of our ability to receive revelation from God. Influence and revelation walk hand in hand. Paul received the revelation of Jesus Christ because he desired to have the personal knowledge of God and not of man.  Who do you desire to influence?  God or man?  It will be seen not in words, but in how much of the revelation of Jesus Christ you really possess.  

      Next month we will look at God’s attitude towards this knowledge. 

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
            Our Unstable Emotions 
        As we walk with the Lord we will experience many emotions in our lives. God put these emotions into us and has divided man and woman into three parts: spirit, soul, and body.  “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16) Twice in this verse, “wholly” or complete in all respects and “whole” or complete in all parts God confirms His design of man. God’s creation of man was complete and perfect, yet we have feelings and emotions within us that need to be brought into the captivity of the obedience of Christ Jesus, feelings that can lead us astray of God’s best for our lives if we are not dedicated solely to Him. Our soul or emotions consists of such feelings as hate, joy, fear, love, and more.  At times we will be up emotionally and at other times we will be down. We think when we feel the presence of God in song or after a good deed we are drawing near to God and He is ever before us, and when we do not feel His presence often we think we have sinned and He has separated Himself from us, well neither of these two conclusions are true. Oddly if we look closely at the Scriptures we will find God is greater in relationship with man because of man’s sin and God’s everlasting desire for man to know Him the more. Now please do not misunderstand what I am saying, sin is wrong and if we are sinning we must; confess and repent, all of humanity must take these steps to be brought into a right relationship with a loving judgmental God. The fact is God’s projection towards man is always stable and consistent there is nothing unstable or wavering about His approach to us. His grace and mercy always is flowing towards us in an endless stream of love and His intention towards us always is for us to move in obedience so that we will have the ability to receive from Him.  It is our obedience to Him that allows us to receive from Him.  And the more we are obedient to God the more we will learn of Him and His ways.  In the Book of James we read, “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:6-8) Here we see two types of Christians; a wavering and a double minded Christian. And my friend neither will receive from the Lord because they do not ask in faith, either we are moving in faith or we are moving in our emotions such as: fear, self-seeking, presumption, ambition, anger, the list goes on.  My friend our emotions are very subtle, extremely deceptive, and can lead us off track and out of God.  This is why we must be a spiritual Christian and not a carnal Christian, (“And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?” (1 Corinthians 3:1-3)), growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord who has the ability to recognize their emotions for what they are and properly deal them in God.  Please know Paul was talking to Christians at the Church in Corinth.  They were carnal because they did not allowed God to deal with their self-love and self-life, their self screamed for attention and preeminence in their lives and “envying, and strife, and divisions” was the result in their lives and the church. 

        There are two types of spiritual Christians; those who are internally spiritual and those who are externally spiritual.  Those who are externally spiritual seek God by reasoning by the things they imagine, by long periods of consideration in which they go down many avenues of thought.  These Christians endure pain to obtain outward rewards. They delight in talking about God. They delight in being very fervent in love, and even in being skilled in prayer.  They are seeking to obtain greatness by doing things. They cling to their feelings with music and song in an attempt to get to God. We must be very careful with music and things that drive our emotions. Please do not misunderstand me here. I am not saying we should never sing or be emotional I enjoy music (instrumentals) and the old hymns.  But, when we allow God to break us (He longs to do this), when we allow God to work in our lives to the point we have been humbled, broken, and of a contrite spirit I promise you it will be an emotional experience like none other.  They believe God abides close to them only by their doing the above mentioned things. Like in 1 Corinthians 3:1, Paul called them “babes,” this is the way of beginners! Experience has shown emotionally driven Christians, even after many years of external exercise, are void of God. They are full of themselves having nothing of the true spiritual man except the name.  But there is another spiritual Christian, the one who has passed beyond the beginning and walks toward the inward way. Such Christians withdraw into the inward parts of their spirit and there relinquish everything about themselves into the hands of God.  With an uplifted face and an uplifted soul they come into the presence of their Lord.  They come by faith.  They come without imagining what God is like nor do they form some picture of Him in their mind. They come to Him with assurance – assurance that is only found in a tranquil, simplistic inward rest.  You can be sure such Christians have passed through a great deal of tribulation and all of that tribulation came to them because it was ordained by God. How I desire to follow the Lord in an internal way (I will try again), but too often I find I have followed Him in an external way.  

        Now in our walk with the Lord we will tend to migrate (according to the type of Christian we are) and desire to camp out in one of two categories of spiritual experiences. One is tender, delightful, and loving.  The other can be quite obscure, dry, dark, and desolate.  God gives us this first experience to gain us; He gives us the second experience to purify us.  First He deals with us as if we were His only child.  Then He begins to deal with us as though we were a mature man.  In the first there is a great deal of our Christian experience tied to that which we can feel and sense outwardly.  External Christians are attracted by these nice pleasant and outward experiences; in fact they can become addicted to them and not grow spiritually.  The other category (the internal Christian) of experience calls for a Christian to no longer mind their outward senses.  Rather they must know warfare against their own passion and attain to a will that is in complete agreement and concert with the Lord.                         
        And out from these two types of spiritual Christians and experiences we find two types of devotions. Here is where the issue of emotions really impact our daily lives. The first devotion is real and the other is quite tied to our senses.  In a devotion that is real there is not a particularly great delight, nor are there many tears and promises. They have chosen to set themselves apart for the Master’s use and most often have few friends.  Most in the church will call them strange, because they do not follow the crowd and do not do the things everyone else does, their focus is tuned to a higher call. These Christians have allowed God to quiet their words, desires, and thoughts. In the first the silence of words, there is a virtue, an inward strength that is produced in us through God’s dealings and judgments, that is acquired. In the second the silence of our desires, quietness is obtained, and in the third the silence of our thoughts this is God’s goal in stilling our emotions the recollection of all of our senses.  To lay hold of the silence of our thoughts is to arrive and abide at the center of our spirit (our heart) where Christ desires to dwell. At times I can see my self abiding here and at other times I stand afar off. Unless God can quiet these three areas in us we will always be moved by our emotions and our focus will always be on what we see and feel.  A devotion to the Lord which is based on the outward senses, the rational, the emotional (how we feel, what we think, our logical conclusions), outward circumstances, blessings, poverty, poor health, wealth, good friends, etc. should not be pursued at all. This type of devotion is actually an obstacle to spiritual progress and advancement. Some Christians think when their times with the Lord is pleasant, delightful, and exciting like maybe in church during a tender song service they are favored by God.  Their next conclusion is that they possess Him and that they have a special walk with Him. They give their whole life over to desiring this delightful relationship with Him, but such ideas are wholly a delusion.  In reality it is not the delightful relationship we are to give our life over to, but to Him and His will for our life.  It is easy to give our self to a delightful relationship and feelings, but what of giving our self over to pain and suffering for His name sake? Not too many Christians are devoted to giving themselves over to God’s will for their lives. I often examine myself and find myself lacking in this area. How this scares me at times. Most Christians would rather give themselves over to good works, a building program, or a good fight for a moral principle.  By not speaking, desiring, nor reasoning we reach the central place of the inward walk - that place where the Holy Spirit speaks to our inward man.  It is there that God can communicate Himself to our spirit and there in the innermost depths of our being He teaches us of Himself.  He guides us to this place where He alone can speak His most secret and hidden heart.  The transformation of our soul happens not in speaking or singing to God, nor in thinking about God, but in loving Him greatly. The real love of God has but few words and seen in obedience alone.  John tells us, “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 19And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.”  (John 3:18-19)  The perfect love that casts out all fear (1 John 4:18-19) does not consist in such things as loving acts, nor in tender offerings of words, nor even in imitate times where we sing to the Lord our great love for Him or tell Him how holy He is. In all of these we may yet be self-seeking; exalting our selfish desires and wants for God for the wrong reasons rather than making a true and honest approach to God from our heart.  The Lord is not impressed with the multitude of our words, but is impressed with our obedience. He is impressed with the purity of the intent of our heart. He wishes to see the inward parts of man humbled, quiet, and totally surrendered to Him and to His will. Our emotions can never produce such a relationship God is looking for. My friend let us learn to so walk with the Lord that our unstable emotions are silenced in us and before Him.  Let us learn to walk in faith which is by the Spirit, God’s Spirit.  God’s Spirit, the precious Holy Spirit is stable no variance in Him.  Let us learn to channel our emotions into a God-centered (not a man-centered feel good) devotion.  The difference between the two is easily seen by how we handle our unstable emotions. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM SARAH:

    Where Have All the Women Gone?

I am young woman full of hope for what God desires for me to fulfill as a wife and mother. I often look into the faces of my children and wonder why God commands the young woman to stay home and raise our kids? I don’t have a clue what I am doing other than learning from the mistakes I have made every day prior to this one. I often struggle through my days hoping my children won’t pick up any of the selfish tendencies I have trouble breaking. At the same time the desire to be a wife and mother is as natural as anything else we do without giving too much thought to it. Then why does it have to be so hard? You would think something we so dearly long for would be a bit more natural than the desire itself.  But once again, ladies, the Lord has given us an escape to help pull us through the tough road of motherhood. They are the “aged women” spoken about in Titus, “The aged (or older) women likewise, that they be in behavior as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; 4That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, 5To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.”  (Titus 2:3-5) That’s a big task and a lot of responsibility. If you read that passage prior to having a husband and children a second thought may not be given. But what of those of us who do? Who are struggling daily to be good wives and mothers, where do we turn? Of course God’s word is given to us in the form of the bible to be comfort to us but He has also given us You…”aged woman”…but where are you? It seems to me not to many older woman I meet are anxious to correct me in areas such as how my intimacy, or lack thereof, will one day rear its ugly head and cause my marriage to suffer. Or how my deficiencies in patience with my children will cause unpleasant personality traits that may effect them throughout their whole life. Or how my gossiping about my neighbor will ruin my witness of Jesus’ light that is supposed to be shining through all my thoughts and actions. There are so many intimate details of a woman’s life, daily thought pattern, that are asked by God to correct us. Now this is no excuse for me to go about my business, uncorrected, but we don’t all have the voice of conviction breathing down our neck either. If I could say this it would be older women where are you? What are you thinking when you see a mother mistreat her children due to selfish immaturity? Or when you see a wife turn a cold shoulder to her dear husband in a secret desire to manipulate him? You must cringe at the sight. Besides you have been there. You have seen these hateful, selfish acts turn out dreadfully over and over again. You may feel you have no insight to share. But your lessons from lifelong mistakes are more helpful than you could ever imagine. The insight you could bring to stop a common mistake from recreating is priceless. Don’t underestimate what you hope you could bring to a young mother or what God has taught you through your own error.  
To young mothers, as I am, don’t be so prideful.  We don’t know it all. Despite our upbringing, background and/or education; The spiritual things of God concerning raising Godly children in a Godly home within a Godly marriage is something we could never perfect with all the education this world could bring. But if we let down our prideful walls of selfishness we could let in the insight intended for our hearts and minds and bring us to be better mothers than we had so our children can be better mothers than we are.
If you are a mom you understand the inadequacies that I share with you. As long as we are on flesh on this earth we will struggle with this. But we don’t have to allow it to overcome us.  Look for a reason to allow the insight by an aged, Godly, woman to be shared with you if for no other reason than to be corrected in our ways. Don’t get caught up in a downward spiral. Stop it in its tracts by opening your heart to the Lord and the authority He has given to “aged” woman over us. Written by Sarah Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

God Smiles

By John Wright Follette

I SAW God smile today

In a dash of silver wings,

Flashing ‘gainst an azure sky,

Tipping, swaying, sailing high

Over noisy city streets

Crowded with a thousand things

So may it be some day

When the changing season brings

Trouble to my peaceful sky,

That a song replace the sigh

While His smile my spirit greets

In a dash of silver wings.              
DEAR FRIENDS:

A few months ago during my welcoming remarks for our monthly Home Group Meeting I felt impressed of the Lord to share these words, “I never thought I would ever be saying these words, but I feel I will be alive to see the return of Christ. I have always thought I would go to be with the Lord by way of the grave, but now I am not so sure. Things have accelerated it seems the minute hand on God’s time piece has moved a few clicks to the right.” Paul shares these words with us, “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,  4Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  (2 Timothy 3:1-7) My friend does this not sound like today?  You know it does.  Now I am not saying Jesus will return tomorrow so we better get right with Him today. We in the Church like laying verses in the Bible over today’s headlines and say this verse or that verse has been now been fulfilled, thus guessing to His return. The best this thinking can be is presumption and leads many Christians into error. God has given no man today any special insight into the day and hour Jesus will return. All of these end-time speakers are manipulating and taking advantage (for popularity and gain) of our laziness and unwillingness to study the Bible to see the truth for ourselves.  Remember in God it is what we lose of our “self” not what we add that pushes us further in God.  But I am saying Jesus is coming back sooner than what I expected and I better stay on track with Him or I will suffer loss.     

My friend do not be deceived endure to the end, being steadfast, unmoveable, sure of what you believe.  God is counting on us and those lost in the world depend on us.   Let us to be able to say come now LORD Jesus. 

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
June:  Local Ministry


July:   Local Ministry

     
August:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest books, “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  Please take a minute and take a look, they both make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school; just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/AuthorCenterHome.aspx

We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production.  If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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