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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us continue to look at the knowledge of God.  You know it is one thing to know about God, many Christians do, but it is a totally different thing all together to know God.  Do you see the difference?  You must if you are going to really serve the Lord.  Service in God comes not by an emotional or mental knowledge ascent, but by a heart that has been troubled and humbled by God.      

This month let us begin to take a good look at what is the practical value of the knowledge of God? In this edition I would like to start looking at six different areas and finish up maybe in the next few months. The six areas are:  (1) it is life, (2) it transforms, (3) it changes values, (4) it brings blessing, (5) it changes methods, (6) and it bring influence with God.


In John 17:3, we find the knowledge of God is life.  Not merely life from the human perspective and experience, but the life of God which transcends man’s abilities (even God given abilities), thinking, goodness, value system, and heart condition.  John tells us, “These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son (Jesus) also may glorify thee (the Father): 2As thou hast given him (Jesus) power over all flesh, that he (Jesus) should give eternal life to as many as thou (the Father) hast given him (Jesus). 3And this is life eternal, that they (us) might know thee (the Father) the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”  (John 17:1-3)  It is critical we know who is doing the speaking, if not we get confused and assign duties and responsibilities to people and really get off track in our understanding and doctrines. Just look at the religious world, especially in America.  The Bible is the source of all truth yet, because of man’s evil and wicked heart many have perverted the Scriptures for personal gain out from their ambition and greed. But this “eternal life” John is talking about (Strong’s #2222, Zoe) is the absolute fullness of life, both essential and ethical, which belongs to God, and through him both to the “logos” (the word of God) and to Christ in whom the “logos” put on human nature. Life real and genuine, a life active and vigorous, devoted to God, blessed, in the portion even in this world of those who put their trust in Christ, but after the resurrection to be consummated by new accessions (among them a more perfect body), and to last forever.  Oh how we cheapen God’s words when we try to bring His words down to the earthly level.  God’s words are far above our thoughts and ways, pure, righteous, and holy.  When man handles the things of God we taint it with our dirty hands and feet of clay. Even a divine word from the Lord is 90% God and 10% man.  It is this knowledge, born by the Spirit of God, that enlightens us or give us revelation to who God is and how He operates. Without the help of the Holy Spirit we will never be able to hold the knowledge of God in our heart and mind. So many Christians try to know God through book learning, meditation, memorization, religious activity, good deeds, but this all will never do.  They fleet away as fast as they are practiced.  We must come to the knowledge of God and His ways through the precious Holy Spirit that He gives to us.  Funny how easy God has made it for us to know Him and yet we fail time and time again looking for a better way. “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter (Holy Spirit) will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  9Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 12I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”  (John 16:7-14)  How can we come to know the practical value of the knowledge of God unless we have the promise of the Father in our lives?  If not we will see no value in God and His knowledge and go for (like many Christians today) the knowledge and wisdom of the world; after all I can buy it at a book store and even get a good job if I can be a good salesman. Yes, the requirements for the knowledge of man is easy to meet, but now the requirements for the knowledge of God is quite different no money or time spent in institutions of higher learning is required.  Never approach the things of God as you would other things.  The Holy Spirit is needed for His revelation. When we deal with mysteries of God, we must never expect to understand  them with our natural mind, they are  divinely spoken and spiritually ordained by God (the Father). God alone reveals His mysteries to those who have met His requirements:  those who have a clean heart, an unbiased spirit, and an open mind. And as soon as we meet God’s requirements to have this practical knowledge of God the Holy Spirit takes hold of us.  The Holy Spirit makes it a throbbing reality in our lives. God’s words through which His Spirit and our life now can vibrate and move.                 

Next month the knowledge of God; it transforms.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
    Twilight Between Life and Death
In July 2008 a very dear and wonderful friend went to be with the Lord.  Her name was Belinda Koeller.  She lived her short life not reaching levels of worldly importance and fame, but in God’s eyes I believe she reached heights unknown to mortal men. She was a beautiful young lady full of life and a desire to share her life with others.  She loved and was loved by the San Antonio Spurs, her family and friends, her Country, and God.  In life and in death one cannot ask for much more than this.      

I first met Belinda at the base health clinic at U.S. European Command at Stuttgart, Germany where she worked as a physical therapist.  I really got to know her when she laid hands on my back during treatment.  I really believe God allowed a 900 pound (plus years of papers work), five drawer, cast iron, top secret safe to fall on me so I could meet Belinda.  You say God would not do that, well my friend, serve God long enough and you will be dancing to another tune.  One day while she was working on me she said, “I would like to give you my tithes.”  I said, “okay I am planning to go to India soon and need God’s provision.”  After my treatment she said she wanted to see me next week for another treatment and for the rest of the money, but for now here is a start.  She handed me a check for $700.  I could not believe my eyes.  The next week I showed up as she requested.  She said, “please you better sit down.” I said, “okay.”  You know obedience is always the right answer.  I thought she was going to give me a check for $300 rounding it off to $1000.  I was wrong she handed me a check for $1300 rounding it off to $2000.  I needed every penny for my ticket to India and to bless the people along the way;   freely given to me, so then freely given away.  
I cannot talk about Belinda without talking about her great love to give.  I can always tell where you are in God by how you pray and how you give.  Not so much what you give, but how you give.  So too this similar spiritual truth; it does not matter what we do for God, but how we do it is in operation. God is not too interested in the size of the donation, but is very concerned in how we give to Him. He is concerned about our heart condition and our motives in our giving.  We think God stands to His feet when we give $1,000s, well my friend I am not so sure, but I feel sure God stands to His feet when a young lady dying with breast cancer who has made a commitment to me and God continues to keep her word. Belinda’s life reflected, “But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 18My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 19And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.”  (1 John 3:17-19)
As I meditated on Belinda and her successful life the Lord drew my thoughts to what could have been some of Belinda’s final thoughts; knowing she was not going to be around that very room where she lay, knowing she would not see her good friends Cheryl, Kathy, and Sandy on earth again, and knowing the stark separation and horror of the darkness of her sleep.  Yes my friend a place where we all must go someday. A place of not really knowing, yet a place of finally discovering our Savior does live. A dark scary place of not knowing for sure, but a place of hoping all you believed all of your life is true.  When she closed her eyes and breathed for the last time she entered into the twilight between life and death. Abram too had these thoughts, “And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him.”  (Genesis 15:12)  No one is immune from this journey into great darkness and horror.  Our salvation does not exclude us from entering into the twilight. David referred to this time as entering into the valley of shadow of death (Psalm 23:4).  Also in the Psalms David shares these words, “My heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. 5Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me.  6And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest. 7Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the wilderness. Selah.”  (Psalms 55:4-7) All of our good works and spiritual gifts will fly away like a dove and now we must stand before a Holy God and give account of how we did things, not what we did.  God already knows what we have done and now it is time for judgment for sinners (Revelation 20:11-12) and saints (Romans 14:9 and 2 Corinthians 5:10) alike.  We often read, “Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 7(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 8We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”  (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)  and say amen to these verses.  We always place these verses in the context of the Christian who has died in Christ.  Well that is not what these verses are saying.  No where in these verses do you read the word “Christian,” they talk of the “body.” And it is true to be absent from our body we will be present with the Lord in Heaven, but that too is for sinners and saints alike. Remember, all who are alive on earth shall go to Heaven.  Everyone that has lived on earth will go to Heaven, but not all who lived on earth shall stay in Heaven.  We sing songs, “when we all get to heaven what a day of rejoicing that will be,” well . . . for some that will be a great day of victory and joy to hear the words, “enter thou into the joy for the Lord” (Matthew 20:25) where they will be with God for all of eternity and found to be a faithful servant for the next thing God has for them, but for others it will be a time of great sadness, despair, and total devastation when they hear God say, “depart from me” (Matthew 7:23) knowing they have missed the mark, knowing they squandered their eternal opportunity for joy and peace and now must spend eternity separated from God in “the lake of fire” and in great torment.  “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:15)
Belinda has successfully navigated her twilight between life and death and now my friend it is our turn.  And I believe she has entered into a time of rest.  She has fought the fight of good faith and in God is victorious.  Now I do not know beyond a shadow of doubt because I have never been to Heaven, but like Paul I too believe, “(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)” anything else in God is wrong. Many of my zealous Christian friends tell me they cannot wait until they go to Heaven they cannot wait to see God and receive all their rewards, well I am not so sure about all of these words.  Personally I have no desire to go to Heaven there still is much to do here on earth for God.  What would God do if all the Christians went to Heaven?  Who would share the Gospel message with the lost? And I do not know about you my friend, but I am not looking forward to standing before a Holy and righteous God.  We too sing (we must be careful with songs often our songs do not align with the word of God) there will be no tears in Heaven, I am not so sure about that, the Bible I read says God will wipe always all tears, “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.” (Revelation 21:4-5) this happens my friend after we enter, endure, and exit the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Personally, I am afraid to stand before a Holy God, if I can find some dirt in Heaven I will try to see if I can get up under it.  Every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess (Philippians 2:10-11 and Romans 14:11) and that means yours and mine.  My friend please know this, our life is fleeting and as grass we shall wither away (Psalms 37:2) and to enter in to our next life we must go through the twilight between life and death.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

               Make An Impact

         Some one once wrote that I should “make an impact.”  I’ve already “made an impact.”  I’ve been a crappy wife, a crappy mother, crappy sister, crappy daughter, crappy friend, need I go on?  I can only hope and pray our kids do better than me.  The mindset of “making an impact” comes from a self-centered, egotistical, self-seeking, look-at-me, I am so great worldly attitude, and unfortunately this attitude has crept into the church.  So now we have all of these wanna be’s.  I wanna be like, you fill in the blank with your favorite preacher or teacher.  When Paul told the church at Corinth, “Be ye followers (imitate in the NKVJ) of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  (1 Corinthian 11:1) he was not talking about looking or acting like him.  He was talking about following or imitating the things of God they see in Paul. God forbid we would just wanna be like Jesus.  How many people do you know want to go to the slums of India like Mother Theresa?  Do you know what Mother Theresa’s Saint name is? The Saint of the Gutters. I have never heard anyone say, I want to be like Mother Theresa – I’m going to chuck it all, go to India, and take care of the sick and dying.  Nope never heard it, but we sure want to see ourselves behind the pulpit in front of 100s, we want the big office, people stepping and fetching for us. We want the big church, fancy building, people knowing our name, the attention, etc. and etc.  Just like Jesus right?  Folks, Jesus made the impact. He made the name for all of us Christians – little Christ.  That is all we should aspire to be.  Not all of this other mindless foolishness.  We are to be lowly and humble which will make us pretty much invisible to the rest of this world.  Dang, no body will see all of the good stuff we do if we’re lowly and humble.  No body will pat us on the back – holy smokes we may not get any recognition at all!!!  Why we might even end up being REAL Christians if we’re lowly and humble. But unfortunately if we were REAL Christians we won’t be making any impact any where because we’ll just be quietly and humbly going about our business following Jesus.  Yeah, I’ve made impact many bad ones, but now I just want to be like Jesus and follow Him.  I know I’ve got a long way to go, but with the right heart condition I shall make it.  Besides, Proverbs 25:27, tell us, “to search one’s own glory is not glory.” Solomon gives us the conclusion of this article. “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  14For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”  (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14) Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

             100.  On Patience in Suffering (page 226) By Francois de La Mothe-Fenelon  From:  Fenelon’s Spiritual Letters
The soul loses command of itself when it is impatient.  Whereas, when it submits without a murmur it possess itself in peace and possesses God.  To be impatient, is to desire what we have not, or to desires what we have.  An impatient soul is a prey to passions unrestrained either by reason or faith.  What weakness, what delusion!  When we acquiesce in an evil, it is no longer such.  Why make a real calamity of it by resistance?  Peace does not dwell in outward things, but within the soul.  We may preserve it in the midst of bitterest pain, if our will remains firm and submissive.  Peace in this life springs from acquiescence even in disagreeable things, not in an exemption from bearing them.                
DEAR FRIENDS:

     

Back in January as I began to make plans for my trip to India my heart was flooded with many emotions, some new some not so new.  I see why the Bible teaches our walk with the Lord must be in faith and not in sight. Our sight will deceive us to the truth.  We know a pastor that has a blog with the caption “Seeing is Believing,” but that is not what the Bibles says.  Paul taught us in 2 Corinthians, “(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)” (2 Corinthians 5:7)  Years later the Lord painfully opened our eyes to this pastor’s spiritual heart condition.     Our senses are of the earth, they are earthly and not spiritual or birthed from above.  Everything in God is birthed from above.  Jesus told Nicodemus, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  (John 3:3)  The double negatives of “Verily verily” sets the tone of Jesus’ message.  Then for good measure Jesus sticks an “Except” in the middle of His thought. The use of the double negative in the Jewish language is the strongest  form of adding significance and importance to its words.  And the “Except” (which is often in the Book of John) used shows an exclusive singleness to preference and possibility, there is no other possible way.  In the Greek text, Jesus did not say, “born again,” but birthed from above.  I am sure the transcribers (probably Catholic monks) doing the translation really had a hard time with this one.  Strong’s #507 “again” give us a better feel for what Jesus was teaching; from above, from a higher place of things which come from heaven or God. This whole precept (original truth) of “being birthed from above” and then coming down to us is all throughout the Scriptures.  Jesus said in John, “For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.”  (John 6:33-34)  In the Greek the people said, “show us this bread.”  Seeing most often is not believing.  They saw Jesus touch lives and heal bodies yet they believed not.  In James we read, “Do not err (intentionally lead someone out of God’s way for their lives), my beloved brethren. 17Every good (Strong’s #18, good, pleasant, agreeable, joyful, happy) gift and every perfect (Strong’s #5056, (brought to its end, finished wanting nothing necessary to completeness) gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” (James 1:16-17)  Now these verses really get to the heart of the matter.  Here we learn there is a “good gift” and a “perfect gift” that comes down for the above, that has no “variableness, neither shadow of turning.” Please notice the progression from good to perfect, the order good comes before perfect, and the type of gift that comes down.  A “good gift” is emotional and sight driven, a gift that can be driven by our earthly situations and circumstances. Now God has these types of gifts for us, but truth is progressive and so are gifts. God desires to give (we cannot claim or take) us the gift (one gift not gifts) that “cometh down from the Father of lights” that does not change or turn by casting a shadow like in an eclipse. Our situations and circumstances, emotions, feelings, and what we see does not change the “perfect gift” from above.  For us to be able to receive this “perfect gift” we must be able to use our spiritual senses.  Our eyes, hearing, touch, taste, and smell are of little value to us when we approach God in the spiritual realm.  Many Christians today never eat of the “bread that cometh down from heaven” or receive the “perfect gift” because they try to reach out and touch God in the physical realm, oh He is there, but we can only receive of his “good gift.”          That does not satisfy those who want more than the religious denominational experience in God.  There must be more, there is more if we use the eyes of our spirit and look for the “perfect gift” from above.  For us to be able to do this  we must come down in a lowly and humble place like Jesus.  How can the gift come down if we are up?  Oh no my friend the way up is still down. 
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
March:  Florida Trip 


April:  Nepal (projected)

     
May:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest book, “Adventures with God.”  Please take a minute and take a look, it makes for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options:  about the book, about the author, and free preview. And can be purchased and at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and many more, Christian Book Stores, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  
http://www.authorhouse.com/bookstore/ItemDetail.aspx?bookid=55797
ISBN:  9781438928319
We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

Please know you can still receive “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement” and is still FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost.  And soon it will be offered at AuthorHouse (like all of our other books) and at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and many more, Christian Book Stores (actually any book store you can order a book with our ISBN), and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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