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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Let us continue looking at the practical value (started last month) of the knowledge of God by looking at another value.  But before we get going let us remember we are not taking about mere knowledge of God this will do nothing for you. The world spends trillions of dollars to discover the knowledge of God, but what I am talking about is the personal knowledge of God that is discovered only when we have a personal relationship with Him and allow His dealings and judgments free sway in our lives.  How can we know a God that touches the broken hearted if we have not been humbled and contrite before Him? We cannot.  Today’s world religions try to know God through their mental approaches and emotions, but this will only take us so far never into His heart where we can come to know Him. Not His power alone, but the fellowship of His suffering and conformity of His death, “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;” (Philippians 3:10) Most in the church today go after His “power” (Acts 1:8) well the power will never be ours unless we are able to identify first with the “fellowship of His suffering” and His “death.”  Suffering and death in God comes before glorification.  What a blessing to know.  The next value (fourth value) is the knowledge of God brings to us God’s blessing for our lives. Now please know the blessings of God are not things (cars, houses, money, fame, etc.), but things money cannot buy.  If you think (like most in the church today) these things are the blessings of God you are yet carnal and know not God.  Paul taught, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things (God’s blessings) which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10But God hath revealed them (God’s blessings) unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10) (also in Isaiah 64:4-5) Thus God’s blessings are spiritual and must be discerned spiritually.  In Psalms we read, “As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.”  (Psalms 133:3)  Where is the “there” the blessing was commanded? On the mountains on Zion? Oh no my friend, the blessing is commanded by God, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”  (Psalms 133:1) What a blessing unity is to the Body of Christ.  Do we not know unity is much more valuable than silver or gold? What is the cost for peace and joy in our lives? The more of a personal knowledge we have of God the more unity, peace, and joy we will have in our lives. More next month on the knowledge of God

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
             The Kingdom Of God Within 

As I travel around the world I hear many Christians speak of the Kingdom of God.  I hear many say, let us do our part to bring the lost into the kingdom of God, let us work so that the Kingdom of God will come and expand its borders, and so on.  There seems to be those who think God’s Kingdom is a church building, a ministry, a denomination or doctrine, or even a good cause.  There seems to be many Christians willing to lay down their lives for things they can see and touch.  Sadly we have learned there is great control and power in things we can see and touch. Sadly too we have learned we can make great sums of money from this way of thinking, manipulating people for favor and power. Manipulation is the greatest sin of the church today. I see it where ever I go and whatever I read and watch. Now please do not misunderstand me, I do believe we need a place to come together and worship God, but a building that seats 10, 15, or 25,000 people well I am not so sure about all of that. Most often mega churches are built by assorted growth programs, special amenities, and the pastor’s charisma and not the work of God in lives.  I do know the longer I go with God the more I am convinced God is in simplicity.  He is not fancy and does not require much to make Him happy, only our obedience and love is all He asks.  Bigger is not better and the more people you have the less of God will be in operation.  This is a theme we see running all throughout the Bible. Jesus could not do much with large crowds, it seemed all they wanted was for Him to do a miracle or two, but they had no stomach for the “true” bread of life.  I think the more we want for our self the more we feel we need to give to God. There seems to be a direct relationship between our desire to get things (even from God) and our desire to give and do things for Him and all He wants is our obedience and love.  The sacrifices God is after are a broken spirit and a contrite heart. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”  (Psalm 51:17)  It is the broken by God alone that are useful to Him. We are ready to give God sacrifices of money and hard work to build a large church building, pray and fast all night, or even go and travel around the world preaching the Gospel. But, there seems to be a great avoidance to allowing God to work in our lives, through His dealings and judgments, and this is plainly seen in this wrong thinking of God’s Kingdom. 

The religious folks of Jesus’ day too had this wrong concept of God’s Kingdom, maybe that is where the religious folks today get it from. “And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  21Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.”  (Luke 17:20-21) Can you imagine, “behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” It is no wonder all of our effort and labor to bring people into what we call the Kingdom of God has woefully failed and come short of what God expects of us. Some Christian groups have satellites sweeping around the world broadcasting religious TV programs saying they are bringing people into the Kingdom of God, but in reality they are not and why not, because “behold, the Kingdom of God is within you.” My friend there is a throne that God desires to sit on in His Kingdom, but it is not of this world, it is the throne of our heart where He desires to rule and reign in our lives. This was the very point Jesus told Pilate when He stood before him, “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”  (John 18:26)  But today we seem to fight everyone who disagrees with us. In Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, all around the world  there are denominational and doctrinal turf battles for cities and for the heart, mind, and wallets of the people in these cities.  But Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.” Imagine God’s Kingdom is not of this world.   
In Matthew 13:18-23, we learn a little more about the “true” Kingdom of God. “Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 20But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.  22He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 23But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”  (Matthew 13:18-23) Here in these verses there are four key precepts to build correct concepts for success in God.  The first key is, one comes into the kingdom by the word not by working, “heareth the word” (verse 19, 20, 22, 23)  We seem to want to do great things for God, but God wants us to become something great in Him.  It is easy to do great things, but very difficult to become something great in Him.  For this to happen we must die to our self-life and desires.  David said, “Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy gentleness hath made me great.”(2 Samuel 22:36), not the throne, wealth, power, or the wisdom God gave him.  When we truly hear a word from God, when we truly allow Him to speak to our heart we will then be able to come into the Kingdom of God and lay our life down.  The second key is, there is need for commitment to come into the Kingdom of God, “Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.” (verse 21) Today there seems to be no commitment to God, our spouses, and our brothers and sisters.  The church is full of broken-hearted people out from broken relationships. When problems and situations arise, as they will, our commitment seems to be lacking. We get offended not because of the problems and situations, but because “of the word” God speaks to us, for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word.  When God speaks to us it is His word that threatens our selfish self-life and desires.  And when our brothers’ and sisters’ words touch the offence in us we get even more offended.  Do you know you cannot be offended if there is no offence in you? Getting offended is the greatest obstacle to knowing God’s will for our lives. Getting offended again and again is a sign of our unwillingness to allow God to deal in our lives. The third key is a lack of devotion. ”He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.” (verse 22) What are we devoted to?  What are we taking into our heart? Remember, “For as a man thinketh in his heart (not his mind) so is he.” (Proverbs 23:7) What and to whom are we devoted to? Sadly here in verse 22, “the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word.” What do we devote our life to?  Sadly most Christians are drunk with things of this world, devoted to good causes and noble ideas that have nothing to do with God.  Are we more devoted to God’s word or earthly riches?  You know, it matters who your teacher is. And the fourth and last key is understanding,  “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” (verse 23) Hearing the word of God alone is not enough we must understand it. Now we must hear God’s word this is critical, but hearing without understanding is loss to us, the word has fallen on the ground and is wasted.  It is when we understand God’s words we can walk in them. The condition for being fruitful in God is understanding, knowing what God wants in a given situation and circumstance and then flowing in it, not God speaking to us.            

As God draws us and is allowed to work understanding, devotion, and commitment into our lives we will be able to move correctly in the word He speaks to us bringing us into His Kingdom.  We must allow God to take His seat on the throne of our heart.  Our wants, cares, and desires come under God’s authority. God’s thoughts and desires for us become our dreams and plans. Our very life is consumed into His life.  Our focus will not be on the things God can give us, but on God and His righteousness, peace, and joy, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  (Romans 14:17)  Brethren let us allow God to so work in our lives so that we can come into the Kingdom of God within us.  The way into the Kingdom of God is by way of God’s work in our lives to such a degree we are lost in Him. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:


    Our Godly Example

When we die and face God, there will be no excuses.  All of our motives, plans, thoughts, desires, and actions will be weighed in the balance of God’s justice from His holy word. There will be no bargaining or pleading with God.  With man we can wheel and deal and compromise, but with God there will be no second chance we will stand in the light of God’s holy truth.  We’ve had our chance to clean up our act all that remains is judgment.  No more, “but I didn’t know” or “it’s not my fault,” nothing but a looming dread.  And Christians say they want to go to heaven, not me.  Anyone who says they want to go to heaven and be judged has little respect for God and His holiness.  This is our Godly example here on earth, consequences for our actions and an accountability to God.  

I was watching one of those shows where a real judge hears and makes decisions on actual (minor) cases.  This one woman (not the judge) was so arrogant and disrespectful to the judge and unfortunately for her this particular judge was not to be trifled with and quickly asserted who was boss in the court room.  Folks if we can’t respect those in charge here on earth and teach our kids to respect earthly authority we as parents have failed.  This woman was obviously never taught to be respectful of certain things as child. She looked so foolish, her behavior showed a lack of basic character, self respect, and discipline as she continually back talked the judge.  In God’s eyes most things are black and white no middle ground.  There is no shadow or variance in God. James tells us, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”  (James 1:17)  In God things are always either; righteous or unrighteous, holy or unholy, Godly or ungodly. It’s the law, God’s law as His word (a commandment) is a lamp, a light, a reproof of instruction for our lives. “For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:” (Proverbs 6:23) Compromise is man’s idea not God’s. If we don’t teach our kids and raise them with a rod of iron then we’ve have failed as parents.  Folks the law came first in the Bible, then came grace not the other way around. The law is what brings us to the judgment seat of God, but once there grace is extended to those who have changed their heart condition and live within the boundaries of God’s word. Now grace is for all, Jesus died for all, but salvation (God’s grace given to sinful man) is for only those “who believe in him and shall have everlasting life.” This is where many get off track, wrongly thinking they can say and do whatsoever they want to do and say and not be accountable for their words or actions.  It is better to be strict and give grace as needed (except for bad behavior) instead of grace then trying to be strict.  The law came first then grace. Grace is for those who can operate inside the boundaries of the law.  Lawlessness doesn’t merit grace.  This is our Godly example; this is how we are to raise our kids.  We are their parents not their pals.  Is God our pal?  No He is not and He will kick our butts six ways to Tuesday if we are foolish enough to think the Almighty is our pal. This is also our Godly example.  God disciplines, chastises, teaches us, and expects us to do the same with our children.  We are responsible to teach them right from wrong, we fail them and God if we make excuses for their bad ways and behavior, because we have enabled them to be mediocre and common.  We do our children a great disservice by not raising them up according to the word of God, not to mention the headaches they face dealing with all the authorities in their lives. Back in the Old Testament if a son didn’t listen to his parents he was taken to the gates (always a place of decisions) of the city where his parents would present him before the elders to be stoned by them for disobedience.  We read in this in Deuteronomy, “If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: 19Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; 20And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. 21And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.”  (Deuteronomy 21:18-21)  How many of us parents would like to do this with our children?  Harsh, but it was done to “put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear and fear.  In Acts 5:1-10, Ananias with Sapphira his wife was killed because of rebellion to God’s word and then in verse 11 we find out  why, “And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.”   Rebellion is sin.  It’s evil in God’s eyes.  Now today, in most circles even the church, rebellion is thought of as “civil disobedience” and is accepted as freedom of speech, cool, and excused for whatever idiot reason.  In God and in God’s ways we must follow God’s divine spiritual principles.  And for us to be in God we cannot do and say whatever we feel.  We must obey the laws of God (in the Bible) and man (because they were established by God), even if we do not feel they are right or we are being unfairly punished.  

Folks parenting is serious business let us glean from the Bible and raise our kids so they will glorify the Lord and not be an embarrassment to us (parents) and our family. The consequence of disobeying dad and mom should be such that they would be scared to death to get into trouble at home never mind getting in trouble with all authorities.  If our kids don’t have the fear of the Lord (or at least a healthy respect) in them concerning their parents they won’t give a flying flip about school teachers, the police, lawyers, and other local authorities.  Our children need to be taught respect and obedience, because already in their hearts is a desire to do the complete opposite.  Solomon tells us, “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.”  (Proverbs 29:15) and “Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.”  (Proverbs 29:17)  Yes there is a peace and rest for those who align within the confines of the laws of God and man.  Let us take time now with our children we will have plenty of time when they’re grown and out of the house to do other things, which brings me to another point.  If we’re too busy for our kids something is wrong.  Why, because busy people have no time for self-reflection and the inward dealings and judgments of God. They have no quiet time to hear from the Lord.  And quite frankly they obviously are too busy doing what THEY want to do not what they need to do.  Maybe we should slow down and spend some time with the Lord, read our Bible (like my grandfather taught me) and raise our kids correctly – we only get one chance.      Written by Karen Stahl
POETRY CORNER:

                  God’s Desire

                By Charles Haun

Oh that the desires of God’s heart may

flash before my eyes
That I may see His yearning and hear

His hungry cries

May I forget His glories

Ordained for me one day.

And gaze upon His loving that men

Would walk His way.

May I forget my hunger and

Lose desires for self.

DEAR FRIENDS:

Back in 1999 I meet a wonderful old-time preacher (who always wore a blue plaid coat) by the name of Walter Kronberg (then in his middle 70s and now still preaching today) who would start preaching by saying, “Isn’t Jesus wonderful.” And of course everyone would reply yes, but if we really knew just how wonderful Jesus really is we would love Him the more.  I am amazed the more how He arranges our lives to bring us to completion and purpose. I cannot believe how some Christians believe things in our lives are not orchestrated by God, as if random chance plays into the picture.  How we have drifted from believing God is truly sovereign in all matter of our lives.  I have seen His handy work again and again in our lives. For a seven year period God had me going to six or seven countries each year sharing the word of God in churches, conferences, seminars, and crusades.  Every other month I was on the road, later Karen joined in.  What a wonderful time we had.  We will never forget these years; how God protected and kept us over the millions of miles in the air, on the land, and on the seas. Now please understand I am not saying we will not be traveling again I still believe God has some traveling days still for us, but the days of traveling six or seven times a year is over.  Now this is an important discovery for us to come too so that we can move successfully in the next thing God has for us to do.  In God there is never retirement, only transition from one vessel to the next vessel.  I still marvel at how God took the desires to travel (closing a door in our lives) out of us and put a greater desire to write and share (opening another door) our books with others.  If God closes a door he is turning the page in your life. But fear not a new adventure a waits.  In our case we are in the process of transitioning from traveling to writing and sharing our many “Adventures with God” in book and newsletter form and through the spoken word as we minister in churches and at book signings. We have so enjoyed meeting so many wonderful Christian people, in Christian book stores, who are unchurched. They have not left God, but have left the church because the church has failed to meet their spiritual need.  Most people come to church to have a need satisfied; some come to get money, some come for fellowship to satisfy their social need, some come to be seen and have their ego stroked, but all have a spiritual lack in their lives they hope can be filled. My pastor friends we must have the ability in God to touch their lives and satisfy their spiritual need.  But sadly this is not what I see today. People (saints and sinners alike) are bailing out of church because they are treated like cattle, a number, a tithe, a warm body to take up space on a pew all with huge open wounds in their heart. And make no mistake they will fill this lack with whatever they can find.  We must have something spiritual to give people.  The hallmark of our ministry must not be busy work programs, good works, signs, and wonders (these are not spiritual), but must be the simplistic truth (shared from a broken and contrite heart) of the word God that changes lives.  Did you know there is a big difference between a gifted speaker and a broken speaker?                

We will transition from vessel to vessel in God, but He never does.  He is the same never changing God nor does His word change, it will never pass away. I wonder why we think the method of sharing this unchanging God and word must change?  The method is always person-to-person and heart-to-heart. If we use any other method we will win them to that method and not to Christ. The revelation must be Christ and Him crucified and out from this revelation God can build in us His character and nature so we can move and have our being.         

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church. Times are troubled in Bulgaria and need much prayer.  

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, continue their building program and press on to completion of their training center and hardened structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Pastor Nicu and St. Andrews is still a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2008 has seen much growth to Cornerstone Christian Church and the many churches and Bible schools they have started. Kenya has seen much change and experienced much upheaval, they need your prayers for safety.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Wandering in the Wilderness:  Call to Ministry” and reprinting of “God Still Performs Miracles Today.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastors Isreal  Mutaitina and John Balone in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
May:  Nigeria (projected)


June:  Local Ministry

     
July:   Local Ministry 

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
The AuthorHouse link below will lead you to our latest books, “Adventures with God.” and “God Still Performs Miracles: A Book of Personal Encouragement.”  Please take a minute and take a look, they both make for a great encouraging gift, giving hope, and sharing God's love through a deeper teaching that someone can enjoy again and again. The link offers fore clue options such as: about the book, about the author, and a free preview.  Our books can be purchased at all book stores like Barnes and Nobles, Borders, Book-A-Million, and etc., any Christian Book Store that orders, and all book ordering on-line companies like Amazon.com.  Or if you are like me from the old school; just contact us, we will let you know the price, and then we  will mail it out to your home address. Postage and handling is on a case by case basis.   
http://www.authorhouse.com/AuthorCenter/Protected/AuthorCenterHome.aspx

We are projecting to use the royalties for: our maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, TB clinics in Ethiopia, and Bibles Schools in Kenya, Rwanda, and Congo and to help publish more books.  We have five more books at different stages of production. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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