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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  The more we behold the glory of God the more we will be able to come into the main reason God made us and that is to know Him, to actually have a living, personal, and intimate relationship with Him. So many Christians today say we were made to glorify God in song, dance, and good works. Well if this be true then why does Paul share these words with us, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:” (Isaiah 29:12) God is not after our words of praise and worship as much as He is our silent thoughts and words spoken from a broken and contrite heart. Did you know even our eternal life and salvation (which is much more than having our sins forgiven) is seen in this concept of knowing God.  In John we read Jesus praying to the Father, “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”  (John 17:3)  The highest objective in our lives is not to go to heaven, but to know God.  And for this to happen we must ever be conformed into the character and nature of Jesus Christ.  It is this conforming process of becoming like Jesus (some call sanctification) we endure what opens the eyes (understanding) of our heart to the reality of God and His ways.  Now make no mistake my friend this is a very painful process for us to endure, especially when God begins to open up our deceitful and wicked heart to us.  My friend it will kill us, well it is supposed to kills us, but at the same time it is to make us alive.  Do you know the purpose of death?  In God it is to being us into resurrection.  There will be no resurrection unless first there is a death, both physically and spiritually.  So too, God must kill us and all of our plans, dreams, thoughts, and the like so that He can bring us into resurrection life. No death no resurrection life.  

For this process to happen in our lives God must first strengthen us in the inward parts so that we will be able to survey His dealings and judgments.  Without God’s strengthening us we will not have the strength and wherewithal to withstand God’s tests, His judgments and dealings in our lives.  Make no mistake my friend they are hard, sometimes they flay us to the bone and leave us speechless and bewildered, but deep within us we know at is well.  Most of last year I wrote on our critical need for being strengthened by God and now with this new volume year for BHG I would like to begin a new topic on the knowledge of God. Here is how I would like to attack this vast and most exhaustive topic through a five apart series that will cover: an Introduction, The Spiritual Nature of God, God’s Faculties of Communication, The Emotional Nature of God, and The Social Nature of God.    


As we embark on this almost impossible task of possessing the knowledge of God we must remember I am not talking about knowing God through a mental or scientific assent nor am I talking about knowing God through our abilities and God-talents, but through an inward work that only God can do in our heart.  Not too many people have allowed God to this is inward work in their lives.  Read the Bible, not too many people really knew God. Oh, they knew of Him and of His miracles and good works, but they never really knew Him the Person of God.  Even when he sent His son, Jesus Christ they knew of Him and knew His good works and miracles, but they never knew Him.  For us to know the Person of God we must know the knowledge of God for they are one in he same. 


Next month we will start with an introduction that will cover “What is meant by the Knowledge of God?, “Who in the Bible desires such Knowledge?, and What is the Practical value of God’s Knowledge?, and much more.  Please be in prayer for this series and my prayer is for it to be able to open up the understanding of our heart and we will be able to get a better glimpse of God as we behold His glory.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
Contending for the Faith

  Since Easter when I wrote “A Meditation on Christ” God has had me doing much writing and preparing for the very busy summer months ahead.  I so enjoy writing when God is behind my thoughts the words just fly off my heart and fingers.  And when I get emails from my friends in the Americas, Europe, Asia, and Africa, like the one from India, “thank you Pastor Dave for daring to tell the truth. We need to hear your words they strengthen, exhort, and correct us. Now in our times of trouble we have been strengthened” I am full and thankful.  His words have credibility for there is great persecution in India today.  But I must say not all of the emails were as gracious as the one from India. Of the 100s of emails I received from my latest articles only three emails were not encouraging and grateful. Two were even angry and down right mean spirited, but that is okay a man cannot give what he does not have for out of his mouth (or fingers) speaks his heart.  I was puzzled about these emails after all I just told the truth, but my friend if you tell the truth those who do not want to hear the truth will attack you.  Jesus told the truth and they killed Him and is the servant greater than the master?  If you tell the truth many will get offended, but that is okay because the preaching of the Gospel is to offend people.  The Lord reminded me that I cannot talk to all as being spiritual, but some as babes.  Paul could not either, “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.”  (1 Corinthians 3:1)  After all when babies hear what they do not like they get upset and angry. When they get offended they spit up the truth and justify themselves with their presumption, ambition, and imagining. The Lord spoke to my spirit and brought this verse to mind, “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”  (Jude 3)  The word “contend” here in the Greek means: to contend with adversaries, to fight, to struggle with difficulties and dangers.  Friend we are to “earnestly contend for the faith” or to fight, to struggle with difficulties, adversaries, and dangers for “the faith.”  The word “the” means one and only, there is no other.  My friend there is only one faith, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  (Ephesians 4:5-6)  If there is only “one faith which was once delivered to the saints” why then are there so many denominations within the Body of Christ?  It is no wonder in the real Lord’s Prayer (John 17) Jesus prayed for unity for us.  Brethren we are to contend for the faith.  We are to make a stand for the truth (not some doctrinal or denominational statement) and withstand the barbs, slings, and arrows that will come our way.  There is only one “name” given whereby a man can be saved.  On the day of Pentecost Peter stood and proclaimed the truth and it has not changed, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  (Acts 4:12) We cannot be saved by the “name” of the Pentecostals, Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist, Presbyterian, Church of God, Catholic, Assemblies of God (etal) churches.  Salvation is only found in the precious “name” of Jesus.  If there is one faith (and there is) and if we can only be saved in the “name” of Jesus (this is true) then why do we gather under different names and not the name we were first called, “Christians?” (Acts 11:26) 

Jesus never minced words when talking with the Pharisees and Sadducees, the denominations of His days.  They too (just like today) fed and clothed the poor, gather people in a building to worship God, and even paid to have the Gospel message spread around the world, but Jesus was not deceived by the appearance of their religion and traditions. “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.” (Matthew 25:23-27) Time and time again confrontation after confrontation Jesus stood His ground, no matter the cost, and told them the truth. We must learn this lesson from Jesus and make a stand for the truth.  Please do not be placated and pacified with the ease of organizing and taking care of financial and procedural matters. It is the spiritual matters we are held accountable by God.  Jesus had more problems with the denominations of His days then He did with the Devil. The Devil knew (and trembled) who Jesus was, but the denominations of His days had no clue nor did they care.     

My friend we must read the Bible and understand what we are reading.  It is very odd how we go after and memorize certain verses we like, but it is the ones we do not like that cause us to make a stand and grow in God. We all like John 3:16, but how many times have we recited these verses, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 37He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 10:34-39) Jesus is the King of kings, Lord of lords, and the Prince of peace, but He has come not “to send peace on earth, but a sword.”  The Prince of peace has come, “to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.”  Jesus has come to see if we love Him more than them all.  Jesus comes with a sword to see if we will allow Him to cut the world’s way of thinking and our selfish heart out of us and replace them with the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5) and His heart of love, righteousness, and justice.  Jesus comes to see if we are willing and obedient to take up our cross (not Jesus’) and follow Him. You know it is tough following someone while carrying a cross.  He comes not to save our life, but to see if we love Him enough to lose our life for His sake.  Because He knows if He can get us to lose our life, for His sake, we shall find it. If we are not willing to contend for the faith then we are not worthy of Him.  If we are not willing to struggle and fight for truth and righteousness, no matter how long someone has been entrenched in a lie, then we are not worthy of Him.  If we are not willing to stand up and speak or write against something that is not of God, no matter how religious it looks and sounds or how many years it has been around, then my friend we are not worthy of Him.      

Let us contend for the faith that was delivered to us.  I do not know about you my friend, but the faith that was delivered to me, by my Mother, was delivered in great pain and sorrow, but at the same time in great joy and obedience.  Jesus paid a great price for our salvation.  Jesus contended on earth as “the Son of man” when He willfully emptied Himself of all of His heavenly glory. He contended in the garden before the Father on His face.  Then on the cross Jesus contended for our salvation out from His obedience to the Father.  Jesus has done His part, “it is finished” and now it is our time to contend for the faith.  Let us not draw back from the call that goes out from His heart.  The way to heaven leads through Hell, let us be worthy of Him and all that He has done for us. Let us not get tied down into programmed religion and denominations whose goal is to see who can get the most people to follow.  Let us go all the way to the heart of the Father and follow Him.   Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

              Let Go of the Past

        Well, here we are looking at another move ahead.  This one seems more of an emotional crisis than the others in the past I do not know why.  We are a Navy family and use to move every three or so years.  Maybe I am getting older and the older we get the more we resist change and let me tell you moving is change. This time we are planning to move into something much smaller. Our kids are grown and seldom do they all come home with their kids at the same time so we have painfully realized we do not need a four bedroom, 2 ½ bathroom, 2,300 square foot home with all the bells and whistles.  And we have realized we have some cleaning out to do and its always so hard.  I said it before and I will say it again; if I had my druthers we would have a sit-down family meal with all the kids, their spouses, and their kids once a month, but we know that is not what will happen for now.  God has bigger fish to fry and in accordance to His will we will just be grateful for the times we see our kids which is usually separate. What special memories we have with our kids growing up. Some of the stabilizing foundations in their lives has been God, family, and us taking them to church.  One day Dave asked Daniel, after he left home for the U.S. Air Force, what he misses the most about leaving home.  Dave was surprised when he said, “Bible Book.” All of the times we would have family devotion had a great impact on Daniel and the rest of our wonderful kids. Anyway, we surely do not like change and an uncertain future, yet God expects us to “buck-up” and trust Him in both.  As we grow in Him He brings more and more restrictions and limitations into our lives to make us more conformable into the image of His precious Son Jesus.  Our family is grown and gone, our circle of friends gets ever smaller and the years go by while we are restricted from doing what we want to do and where we want to go.  The longer we go with God the narrower and narrower the way gets.  Our way is not broad, but narrow and our obedience to Him is through the straight gate. Jesus taught us, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”  (Matthew 7:13-14)  This “strait gate” this narrow way is an ever narrowing of things of this world in our lives until He can pull us away to a quiet place with Him. The longer we go with God the narrower and tougher things get. Approving and qualifying for the things of God takes center stage in our lives.  This is the natural progression for the Saint who desires the things of God.  Not so with those in the world who do not desire to know God and His ways.  It is easy to see which way you are on; the broad way is crowded with people running to and fro for things and fame, even Christians running to do good works, but if we are running after the world we shall not be after Him.  But the narrow way, although narrow, is easy walking, no real competition for space on the way.  Remember the way that “leadeth unto life (not heaven) “few be that find it.”  If we allow God He will take us to the place where we will be content living in a one bedroom apartment or trailer.  As our kids grow older and are following God on their own some have moved further away so they too will learn to lean on God and their spouses as we have done.  Now it is their time to get big houses and enlarge their families (their time is coming to get smaller) while it is our time to die daily to our wants and desires to see and be with them ever the more. I have really enjoyed the big ole houses, quite frankly God has really spoiled us. Our next house will be a little smaller and will meet our need, but at the same time screams, “the kids are not coming home so grow up and throw out some of that old junk.” Yes Lord.  Growing up stinks, but how much it adds to our Christians character and witness (now and in heaven) as we follow God in the way He has chosen for each of us to go.  Remember the best is yet to come. Written by Karen Stahl  

POETRY CORNER:

                The Mountain

              By Charles Haun    
Mount Everest in its grandeur is greater than all the rest.

Many men approached its glory, few ascended to its crest;

The cost has been enormous in gold and lives of men,

To those who saw the conquest and desired to enter in.

Determined feet upon the pathway grew numb in biting cold.

But the dangers of journey could ne’re deter the bold.

Days of suffering, but in silence, the struggle continued on.

Every man his strength has spent, ascended to his limitation.

The mountain of the Lord is far greater than all the rest.

Many men approach its glory, few ascend to its crest.

The price is overwhelming, few desire to pay the cost.

But for the glory that is gained, some have dared to suffer loss.

Determined feet upon the pathway grew in the heat.,

And the dangers of the journey, upon the traveler beat.

Days of suffering and of patience, he struggles to ascend.

His strength is gone but his Shepherd strong bring to journey’s end.

Worm am I groveling at God’s mountain base.

The mount ascends to heights, beyond my comprehension.

How can I ascend to such heights and revelation?

No hope! Except in HIM, my Advocate, He has my case.

DEAR FRIENDS:

Thus far this year Karen and I had not traveled to the nations.  The first part of 2008 we were helping to take care of my parents (and still are in ways) and the middle of the year we hosted some wonderful friends from Nepal and India, but now Jake Luffy and I planned a trip to Turkey, Romania, and Bulgaria.  The need was certainly there and God provided the funds, but just because God provided does not mean this is what He wanted to happen.  I think most times God is more concerned about our heart desire to go and do than the actual going and doing. Now here is where things really get foggy and over into some gray areas in God.  Oh you say there are no gray areas in God?  Well, walk with the Lord long enough and go to the places He wants you to go (and not the places you want to go) and you will see the gray areas fade to black and into the darkness of the unknown of God.  I have been traveling abroad for the Lord since July 1996 and at first I went to where I wanted to go and said the things I wanted to say within His call on my life, but when I got older I needed others to “girdedst” or strengthen me.  In John Jesus shares this wonderful truth with Peter, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.”  (John 21:18) The older I get the more the truth of this verse becomes more alive and more of a reality in my heart and life.  Now I will be honest I wanted to go on this trip the need was great, but still in my heart (I will be honest) I did not want to go on this trip.  I do not need to travel the world ministering the word to be fulfilled and satisfied in God.  I know there are many great men of God in Turkey, Romania, and Bulgaria who can do a much better job than me.  I am very content and very happy at home with Karen, working on writing my books, newsletter, and articles, helping keep the maternity clinic in Aveile, Nigeria, the radio station in Katmandu, Nepal, the tuberculosis clinics in Addis Abba, Ethiopia (on auto pilot now) up and running, soon Bible schools in Rwanda and Kenya, attending a local Body, and ministering locally.  There are plenty of Godly and righteous things I can be doing to feel like I am “ministering” or doing something for God. However, we planned and prepared, but the night before while I was laying on the couch and Karen (my sweetheart) was rubbing my feet a cloud like veil descended over my eyes, right away I knew my blood pressure (for no apparent reason) went up.  I went up stairs and got the blood pressure cuff bought for me in Turkey last year and I asked Karen to take my blood pressure. Sure enough I was right.  I should know this happening by now because on the last five trips I have taken I have experienced blood pressure problems. Starting in India in 2006, in Rwanda, in Romania and Bulgaria, in Nepal, on my way to Tanzania but ended up in Istanbul, Turkey where the plane dropped me off and I spent six hours in the emergency room, and then again on our (Karen and I) last trip to Turkey in 2007 (where they bought me the blood pressure cuff) I had a blood pressure problems. And now before we leave for Turkey another blood pressure problem, well I remember all to well the feeling of helplessness and danger I was not so fast to run out the door the next morning. God sure has ways of getting our attention. When we are in our teens or early 20s we think we are invincible and we will live forever, but as we get older say into our 30s and 40s we begin to see our mortality ever before us.  And as we reach our 50s and 60s we notice every pain, bump, and lump on our body questioning everything, wanting to hold on to every bit of life we can.  Now please do not misunderstand me here, I am ready to die, but I do not want to die God still desires for me to share His wondrous Gospel message and I so love and enjoy my wife Karen and our family. Anyone that says they want to die, both sinner and saint alike is lying.  I was getting my hair cut one day and the Korean lady barber and I were discussing this topic and she said the older we get the more we look at our self, she is right. We even have beauty parlors to make camouflage our age and faults. Believe it or not spiritually there is a parallel to this thinking. The older we get the more our flesh desires not to do the will of God. It seems the older we get the more and more our fleshly desires needs to be beat into submission and dragged along (even kicking and screaming) as we overcome in obedience doing what God has asked us to do.  It seems our flesh is more of a stumbling-block to us than man or the devil. I was very grateful that God allowed me to have this blood pressure problem before we left the States. After going to the doctors I found out I may have a stenosis (narrowing) of the renal (kidney) artery or a tumor on my adrenal glands that produces a sudden surge of epinephrine, both will cause my blood pressure to suddenly go up. Time and testing will give us the answer and a miracle or treatment healing will follow.  Now I am not saying it was my flesh that was causing my blood pressure problem, but on the other hand I would not put it past my flesh.  In my case now I see it is a physical problem that God wants to be corrected for the future.
Now we (Karen and I) are not saying we will never travel in ministry again, we already have had wonderful friends in India, Nepal, Nigeria, and Tanzania wanting a visit in 2009, but what we are saying is; if God wants us to go and we know that we know it is God’s leading then we will endure even blood pressure problems.  Our heart is to glorify God and His children in all we do and say.
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
November:  Local Ministry


December:   Romania (projected)


January:  Local Ministry

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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