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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we can behold the glory of God in the light and face of Jesus Christ, God (the Father) will be able to give us revelation and enlightenment.  Now please do not think God gives His revelation and enlightenment to His children just because they ask for it, oh no my friend we must quality and be approved for it.  Even in the natural we cannot go to a bank of wealth and treasures and ask the manger for what we think he ought to give us. No, if we are to receive anything from the bank manger we must spend time with them, know the rules and requirements, demonstrate  we have collateral assets (qualifications), are responsible, mature to handle the  money correctly, and willing to pay back what was entrusted into our hands. Why do we expect receiving the things of God to be any different?  That one is easy; wrong teaching out from wrong motives and ambition by selfish, self-centered manipulating people and denominations which has been going on for years.  We can (if we really desire to know the truth) and must break free of these religious yokes if we are ever going to fulfil what God has purposed and planed for our lives and if we really desire to enter into the kingdom of God (which is not heaven) we must allow God to open our understanding and give us spiritual revelation and enlightenment to who we are as compared to whom Jesus Christ is, but this does not happen for most folks because it is to painful, we often are not willing to cross the line to stand where God can open our eyes to the truth about us the beginning of “true” salvation.  Do not be deceived my friend by the liars. My friend the kingdom of God comes not by way of working and doing for God like many denominations teach, “And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 21Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.”  (Luke 17:20) The kingdom of God is not things or works, but is, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  (Romans 14:17) Did you get that, not doctrines of our church or even what we believe which should change as we grow in God, “but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Those treasures and riches God has in mind to give us. God’s “goods” are far greater than the bank’s wealth of money. God’s wealth and riches are: joy, temperance peace, longsuffering and the rest of the fruit of the Spirit.  Did you know we are to return evil against us with the fruit of the Spirit?  I will leave that alone for now.  These riches will abide within us as we allow God to strengthen us through His dealings and judgments in our lives, which also enables us to stand and withstand the many problems and situations in our lives we face.  Please do not think our lives will be free of troubles and trials, this was the way for Jesus and is the servant better than the Master? Of course not. God will see to it. In Matthew Jesus shares  two principles of receiving God’s enlightenment and revelation so that we can enter into the kingdom of God, “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.”  (Matthew 25:14-15)  The first principle is we must be servants of God, “who called his own servants.” Not a Christian who has their name on a church roll or even serves as a deacon or elder in the church, but a servant (a slave) of God who is willing to lay their life down for the truth of the Gospel.  I will be honest, since coming back to the States in 2003 finding this heart attitude has been ever increasingly harder to find.  Maybe that is why I like going overseas, not to many political struggles and fights for shanty buildings of groups of people with no money, but people who are hungry to hear God’s word. I too know what Jake Luffy means when he said, when returning back to the States his flesh is saying yes, but his spirit is saying no.  How can God give us His “goods” if He cannot trust us?  How does God come to trust us?  Through salvation?  Oh no my friend as we send time with Him so that we can get to know Him. God knows us, but God also knows us being successful in Him requires us coming to know Him.  And the more we know of Him the more we know about ourselves. The second principle we must understand to be strengthened by God to receive God’s revelation and enlightenment from these two verses is: God gives to us according to our abilities, “to every man according to his several ability;” God does not give to us His “goods” because we can sing or preach well.  We think, the better we do for God the more  of God’s “goods” we get.  This is why we practice and practice and strive so hard to do it perfect, no my friend this is wrong thinking from evil deceptive teaching. God takes imperfection (selfishness) and makes them perfect (selflessness).  We get lost in all of the emotional worship thinking we are doing some great for God, but Jesus told the  Pharisees and Scribes, “Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites (actors from under a mask), as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.”  (Mark 7:6)  We receive God’s “goods” as we are approved and are qualified by using the “goods” God gave us correctly.  God does not give us His “goods” so that we can store them up for a rainy day.  God will not give us His “goods” if we cannot handle them.  He gives His “goods” to only His children (His servants) those who have demonstrated they possess the required maturity and responsibility to walk in obedience with Him.  More next month.            

ARTICLE REVIEW:            

Seeing the Money Angel

  I had a wonderful opportunity and experience in God.  Do not ever forget God will check us out. He will arrange situations and circumstances in our lives to see what we are really made of.  There are too many Christians in the Body of Christ that talk a Godly life, but the fruit of the Spirit; in “goodness,” “righteousness,” and “truth” is not manifested in their lives.  Paul taught this truth (and to us today) to the Christians at Ephesus, “(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 10Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.”  (Ephesians 5:9-10)  I hope they learned the lesson Paul taught I cannot speak for them, but I can speak for myself and what I see today moving in the Body of Christ.  Many of my friends would say, David do not speak these words, just pray that God changes their heart.  Well that is not the way God operates, hence no change.  Paul tells us, “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: “  (Ephesians 4:15)  It is no wonder there is little spiritual growth in the Body of Christ, few preachers and teachers are telling the Body of Christ God expects His children to grow up.  Oh no my friend, this message does not make people happy or fill seats and offering plates. I am really tired of this milk toast religion of just loving everyone while they continue in great error expecting God to show them the error of their ways.  No my friend God expects us, “ye” those who are “spiritual” (those who possess wisdom from God’s personal judgments and dealings in their lives, heart not head knowledge, and the authority) to “restore such an one in the spirit of meekness.” “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1) We are to tell our brothers and sisters “in love” and “in the spirit of meekness” that they have gotten off track and need to repent (about face, ) to go again in the direction God is moving. Thank God for His love and grace, but there is more much more in God that He desires us to experience and handle.  We never forget His love and grace, but if our experience in God is just love and grace, we will never move into the “weightier matters” of God. “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” (Matthew 23:23) 
Back to my opportunity.  My wonderful son Daniel and his charming wife Sarah gave me $200; $100 for BHG and $100 to send Pastor Wilson in Sankaraguptham, India. This was great timing on Dan, Sarah, and the Lord’s part for I needed some extra money to purchase some presents for our trip to Nairobi, Kenya. I cashed the checks and stopped by the Western Union I use to send money to Nigeria, Nepal, and other countries.  During the transaction the nice lady gave me back the $100 bill and asked for $10 for the transaction fee.  I paid the money and questioned her giving me back the $100 bill.  She said I gave her two $100 bills, now I knew I only had $200 in my wallet, $100 in five twenties and one $100 bill.  I said are you sure she said I am 100 percent sure.  I said okay.  As we were driving out to the Marine Corps Base to shop at the Exchange I told Karen. I asked Karen to call the Western Union so I could speak to them again.  She did and I got the girl who helped me earlier. She again said she was 100 percent sure she was right, however, they count the money at 14.00 and would call me if they were short.  After my call I felt so good, I did the right thing.  Do you know God is more concerned about our integrity, honesty, and truthfulness than our ability to speak in tongues, cast out demons, do signs and wonders, or preach the Gospel message.  My mind went back to two events from the past when we lived in Georgia. It was during this time in my life God really began to deal and judge in my life so that He could lead me into greater ministry. If God can not trust you with what He has already given you He will not be able to give you more of His goods. “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.” (Matthew 25:14) Here in this verse the man travelling is our Lord and Savior Jesus and we are the servant.  Notice He gives us His goods, not another servants goods (now I like that), because He has found us faithful. The first event to this day still makes me think. I stopped by a convenience store called the Circle K in Jonesboro, GA (where we lived) and purchased some gas.  As I was filing my tank I looked down and saw a funny looking bag.  I finished, picked up the bag, and went inside to pay for the gas.  I told the lady behind the counter I found this bag outside by the gas pumps, paid for my gas, and left.  About two weeks later I was back at the Circle K and a lady behind the counter said, “there is the man who returned the $5,000 of store receipts that I forgot at the gas pumps. She was talking about me. God does have His ways of checking us out and praising His servants.  She thanked me many times, I paid for my gas, and left.  As I got into my Jeep the Holy Spirit spoke to my spirit, “if you knew what was in the bag would you have taken it back?  I said yes, but still to this day I wonder.  You see I knew and already counted the $100 for Pastor Wilson as gone from my hand, but how about $5,000. I could do a lot of good works for God with $5,000, couldn’t I?  A few days later Phil, a friend of mine invited me to a tent revival to hear this supposedly gifted woman of God, highly anointed and used of God.  I said yes and went. The entire time the music was so loud I could not follow the service.  Phil loved it, but I was getting a headache.  The organ never stopped even when she started preaching about the “Money Angel.”  She spun a tale of herself walking down the street and while passing an ATM it started spitting out $20 bills.  She said the “Money Angel” was rewarding her for her service to God and if we would give her $79 she would pray for the “Money Angel” to give us favor when we walk by an ATM.  Nonsense and foolishness, just like another woman I heard on TBN say she has power in the heavenly and earthly and deserves to receive God’s blessing. What presumption, great foolishness, and err; knowingly and willfully leading someone into error.  Phil was one of the first in the huge line snaking up to the false lady evangelist. God does not meet our greed for things by supernatural means. What nonsense and foolishness, but in most churches today foolishness and nonsense makes the speaker much money.  I can tell you story after story from all around the world of such lies and nonsense.  It is no wonder those in the world, who need the resurrection life of Jesus Christ, do not trust many in the church, they are not trustworthy. The receiving of the Gospel message happens when the Spirit of God draws and when the words of the messenger are received and believed through the speaking and validation of the messenger. Billy Graham was one such messenger; never touched by public scandal, a real man of God full of integrity and honesty.         

My friend, God is so concerned about our words being true and honest.  He is very concerned about our integrity. James tells us, “But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.”  (James 5:12)  Now when the Bible says, “all things” it means “all things” not some things, but “all things.”  Above all things, “let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.” or let your yes be yes and your no be no, be honest and tell the truth in “all things.” This is more important and above all of the church activities and outward spiritual works that we go after.  God is not looking at all of our religious service and duties, we think He is, but He is not.  God is looking at our heart motives and intentions.  He is looking at how and why we do things for Him.  If we want to have God meet our need then we must have eyes to see He whom that is invisible (Hebrew 11:27).  We must have the eyes of our heart focused on “goodness,” “righteousness,” and “truth” only here my friend are “true” riches and treasures beyond our wildest dreams.  Oh by the way, Western Union called and they were $100 short.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

  I’ll Pray for You and You Pray for Me
 
Recently I have had the unpleasant misfortune of blasting an acquaintance over a few things and at the end of the conversation I heard the old familiar Christian parting shot, “I’ll pray for you.” Actually she said, “I’ll pray for you and you pray for me” before she slammed the phone down.  I usually interpret this to mean:   

1.  I hope God will show you the error of your way. 

2.  I hope God will smite you.

3.  I hope God will vindicate me because you hurt my feelings and besides you are wrong.  Blah Blah Blah


Folks we have got to grow up!  Saying, “I’ll pray for you” as a parting shot because your feathers have been ruffled is a sure sign of immaturity.  And I do not care how old you are, how much you have traveled, preached, or gave for the Gospel.  You are immature and you have not allowed God’s dealings and judgment to invade your heart and life. Besides, if you really wanted to pray for me couldn’t you pray without informing me?  Of course, but then you would not be able to get the pound of flesh or self-centered recognition you are looking for.


Prayer is serious business. Prayer is communion with God. God desires we commune with Him as we communicate from our spirit that is true prayer, not using prayer as a tool to manipulate someone. Prayer certainly is not whining to God because we got our feelings miffed or something to throw at people as a half-hearted gesture of self-righteousness. Oddly enough (but not surprising) knowing the fake Christian veneer, I have had this said to me more than once by older women who think they are more spiritual, but should have known better.  As you can probably tell I am not impressed, nor am I intimidated by these ladies, and not sorry for what I have said to them that ruffled their “I am so holy” feathers.  Friends, prayer is very very important.  Let us not be flippant about it.  Let us grow up and do some real praying so that we can commune with the Father.  We must get over getting offended when we do not get our way or when someone we think is junior to us in God does not treat us as we think we should be treated.  Life is too short.  And remember the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl  

   ***  Note of Honor ***

The Bible says, “give honor will honor is due.” In Karen’s last month’s article “Spiritual Women” (BHG Vol. VII Sep 08) some thoughts from “Created to be His Help Meet” by Debi Pearl was included in her article.  We strongly recommend you read Debi’s book.

POETRY CORNER:

                         Grace

              By Pauline Gustafson

Like softly falling snow, Thy Grace bow covers me,

A mantle white Obscuring all below,

Quiet and gentle, heavy but unassuming,

Filling the vastness of my hungry soul.

Each flake, so different yet Divinely suited

Designed by God Himself to meet my need;

So Grace, infused by droplets to my spirit,

Covers old vain regrets, and I am healed.

O Grace of God, I stand within The Presence,

My heart aflame with deep desire for Thee;

Let me be lost in all Thy Brilliant Whiteness,

Made like the Pattern, His Impress stamped one me.
DEAR FRIENDS:

The writer of the Hebrews gives us extremely valuable encouragement when our friends turn their backs and even persecute us. Make no mistake if you serve God long enough and correctly these times will come.  Karen and I just went through a very sad and troubling time with some folks we thought were our friends, but we found out (the hard way) their envy, hatred, jealousy, and presumption reigned in our relationship. Their hearts were not towards reconciliation, peace, or even friendship, so separation was the only answer. We tried to seek peace, but it takes two to come down in a lowly and humble heart condition for peace to reign. When lies and self-ambition rule in a relationship it is best to peacefully separate yourself and allow God to work in all concerned. We have allowed God to minister to our thoughts and heart, and now we feel we are ready to share some words of encouragement to those who will walk this very painful way. Many of our wonderful friends said, “stay you did nothing wrong,” they were right and very loving, but Karen and I choose to take the advice of the writer of Hebrews. “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 15Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;” (Hebrews 12:14-15) When we “follow peace with all men and holiness” we must wilfully give up our rights to be justified by man, but know God is the judge, jury, and executor. Never forget when we justify our selves before men we make them our judge. God sees the complete situation and will repay according not to who was right or wrong, but according to our heart conditions. In God being right with a bad heart condition towards the other person makes us wrong. This separation is done to bring peace into the situation and to bring peace to our heart and others also involved. Please notice the results of not “following peace with all men and holiness.” The first is; “no man shall see the Lord.” This is “see (understand or know) the Lord” now on earth and if this heart condition continues maybe we will not be able to “see the Lord” after we die, a very heavy price to pay for not pursuing peace.  Second it looks like we can “fail of the grace of God.” Please note it is a “looking diligently” or earnestly focusing our attention to following peace or we will “fail (Strong’s #5306, to come late or too tardily or to be left behind in the race and so fail to reach the goal, to fall short of the end) of the grace of God,” a very frightening thing to me. And what I found was happening to me, “lest any root of bitterness spring up trouble you.” I have allowed this to happen to me before and I do not like it. As I endured the “contradiction of sinners” I found my heart getting hard hearted preventing me from desiring to “follow peace with all men and holiness” seemed to be far out of the question, and I became wearied and faint in my mind from all of the lies and spin told against us. The writer of the Hebrews again helps us understand or see what is going on here, “For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” (Hebrews 12:2)  To the one who has been lied about, the lies weigh heavier on their hearts. The liar has no remorse, but seeks to be justified achieving their selfish, self-seeking goals. They are not concerned about peace, only their self interest. And lastly, because of all of this death swirling in our lives, if not careful, we can become defiled. We must guard our hearts with the truth of the situation, be people of integrity, humble, honoring, and seek peace at all cost even if that means separation. In time God will repay. I was asked how was God glorified through in all of this? I replied, “well . . . from this situation I can not see how God was glorified. God is never glorified when relationships are dissolved because of selfishness.” Lives that once were working (to some degree) together in service for God now have been separated leaving more questions to be covered by more lies.  We have seen this too many times in churches and sadly we will probably see even more. Dear Friend please guard your heart with all diligence. Keep looking at the Lord from whom cometh our strength. In these times push further into His heart for there (and only there) you will find the strength, rest, and peace to “follow peace with all men and holiness” and in doing so, you will find rest and peace in your heart. I truly hope and pray some day there will be reconciliation, but like I said earlier it takes two to humble them selves and come down into a low place of reconciliation. Until then Karen and I will hold our hearts open before them (and the Lord) with an olive branch in our hands. 

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
October:  Turkey, Bulgaria, and Romania 


November:  Waiting on God


December:   Waiting on God

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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