
	BEHOLDING HIS GLORY 

	September 2008
	                                                 Volume VII Number 01


          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  With the publishing of this edition of BHG we will have started our 7th year of ministry. How I thank God for His faithfulness to me, our family, and BHG. How God has been much more faithful to us than we have been to him these seven years as we tried our very best to lift up the name of Jesus Christ around the world in spoken and written word. You know, there is a spiritual truth that says God is to us what we are to Him. Many say, I want God to bless me while God is waiting on us to bless Him. You would ask how can I bless God?  This is easy, by giving not to get.  Giving is at the heart of the Gospel, “for God so loved the world He gave,” My friend today if you desire:  love, joy, forgiveness, peace, mercy, money, whatsoever you want first you must give it away.  If you want God to be faithful to you and your family you must be faithful to God.  Now this is not a formula God knows our heart. God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him not for personal gain, but for the glory of God and as God is glorified He will make sure His children have what they need to do His good works.  Jesus told us, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  (Matthew 4:4) Jesus was not talking about an earthly life, but living our lives in the spiritual realm by, “every word that proceeded out of the mouth of the God.” This is still God’s intention for us today.  For us to be able to live by the words of God and behold His glory we must be strengthened by God to hold His glory within our frames. God’s glory cannot and will not dwell in our hearts by faith to, “be rooted and grounded in love, comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God (Ephesians 3:16-19) if we have not been strengthened by His might with His Spirit in the inner man.  My friend the battle is in our inward members.  Deep within our tabernacle (our body) deep within the essence of who we really are is our soul and spirit. In this core place of identity there is a battle raging for supremacy and control for the throne of our heart (our will and purpose) and we are the ones who gets to choose who wins.  Either we allow our fleshly soul (our emotions and feelings) to rule and reign over us or our spirit that yearns to know God, “Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.”  (Psalms 42:7) God has built within each person (you could say hard wired) a desire to know Him and His ways. The basic nature of sin is waywardness from knowing God and His way. “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  (Isaiah 53:6)
      Sin is to miss the mark of obedience to God and His word. Sin in its simplest form is not the shameful acts, but doing that which God tells us not to do.  We most often preach against the acts of sin (taste not, touch not, handle not) so we will not have to deal with our ugly heart condition that caused the waywardness and sin in our life. There is a spiritual truth that will stand time eternal; at the heart of every issue is an issue of my heart.  When we allow our emotions and feelings to lead us astray from the call of God in our lives our spirit that needs God’s words to survive grows weaker and weaker. As our emotions and feelings strengthen our spirit shrivels like a grape into a raisin. One of our greatest enemies in our walk with the Lord is to want to feel Him. If this is you my friend your emotions and feelings are ruling your approach to God and your spirit in reality is weak.  We must have God by His precious Holy Spirit touch us in the inward parts of our being. This my friend does not happen when we: sing our favorite song with drums, guitars, keyboards, etc. roaring in our ears, do the Pentecostal two step, or when we get a  chill up our back that makes the hair on our neck stand up. Oh no my friend, we are strengthened by God when we allow God to lovingly bring His dealings and judgments into our lives. When we allow God to show us the ugly truth and wickedness of our heart we will begin to see. Isaiah had such a revelation when he allowed God to show him his heart so that he could behold the glory of God, “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 2Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.  4And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.” (Isaiah 6:1-4) After seeing God Isaiah (maybe for the first time) confessed, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” (Isaiah 6:5)  The throne God desires to sit on in our lives is our heart. We will never be able to behold God’s glory until we allow God to show us our heart. Until then my friend, we will continue to sing and dance attending church while doing religious good works, but doing these things will never allow us to possess the statutes of God for our lives. “The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.”  (Psalms 19:8)  When we allow God to deal with our heart as Isaiah did our heart too will rejoice and we will be able to receive the commandants of the Lord which are pure and enlightening to our eyes.  Still more next month.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
             Doing Things Lawfully 
Recently I spoke at the annual Fundamental Broadcasting Network (FBN) Mission Conference. What a wonderful time of fellowship we all had as we were fed (for free) an international menu and the service was the real desert.  Pastor Clyde Eborn and FBN were so gracious in giving over $4,000 worth of radio station equipment to Pastor Tek Dahal in Nepal establishing “Good News FM.” More on the radio station later. Before I spoke Ken Fielder from FirstBible International shared some amazing and some not so flattering facts. Two facts that really stuck in my spirit were; most of the leading denominations (Methodist, Pentecostals, Lutheran, Baptist, Presbyterians) in the United States (US) concentrate their dwindling mission budgets targeting 15 developed countries in the world.  And, (the second fact really floored me) the US used to lead the world in sending missionaries to the nations fulfilling the great commission, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20), but now is ranked 16th in the world in sharing the Gospel message.  I believe this is due to the utter laziness and lack of Godly heart focus of the Church in America. We have been told for so long, giving so that others can “Go” is just as important as going, well this is nothing more then us softening our conscience from the conviction of the Holy Spirit for not being obedient to God. Now please do not misunderstand me here, if you have a reason (age, medical problem, etc.) for not being able to “Go” by all means please give and God will bless it but, Jesus did not say give so that others may “Go,” He said you “Go.” With a verb starting the verse, the subject is automatically understood to be you.  And “Go” today still means “Go.” The great commission is still in effect, Jesus has not rescinded His words to us. We are still to “Go” to “all nations” not just the developed ones. I am afraid the US, the world’s most affluent and prosperous country has much to answer to God for. I am at a loss why denominations support missionaries in the US. With all the Churches in America there should not be a single need in any community. By all accounts today the Church in the US is woefully failing in executing the last corporate command of Jesus Christ. The word, “nations” in verse 19 from the Greek is Strong’s #1484, “ethnos” and means a multitude (whether of men or of beasts) associated or living together a company, troop, swarm, a multitude of individuals of the same nature or genus, the human race, a race, nation, people group. Now a people group (according to FirstBible International) is a large number of individuals who have a close relationship and sympathies with (affinity for) one another because of a common origin, such as tribe, race, ethnicity, as well as a common culture that would include language, religion, occupation, etc.  It is the largest group of people through whom the Gospel can flow without meeting cultural barriers. A people group is considered unreached when there is no indigenous community of believing Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group without outside assistance. There are over 12,000 unreached people groups in our world. These people groups are located in the 10/40 Window which is a rectangular geographical box, which stretches between the 10th and 40th parallels and from the west of Africa to Japan in the east.  Within the 66 nations in the Window exist 97% of the unreached people groups in the world (2.7 billion people).  The majority of these groups do not have the Scriptures in their language or dialect. My friend these are the people we are to “Go” and share the Gospel message to.  Our command by Jesus was to “Go” to “all nations,” but if we look at what the Church has done in the last 2,000 years we have basically gone to the same regions and nations (because the other places are just too difficult) to our shame missing the mark of Jesus’ words to us.  After Ken spoke and before my time to speak, the Holy Spirit spoke to my spirit, “it is the people not the country I am after.”  WOW!! What a great truth.  Jesus came not to save the country or the world, but the people who are lost.  “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.”  (Matthew 18:11) Why do we focus so on the country?  Even many of the missionaries at the conference were introduce as, “their name” a missionary from the country of “wherever.” I will be honest I do not like the words missions or missionaries they do not even appear in the KJV of the Bible. Again here we have made up words for the sake of convenience to explain something happening in the Bible. What I do like though and honor so is the call of God on their life and their dedication and commitment to leave their own home country for another, to work with, to sweat with, and even get sick and some die with, so that they can share the Gospel message with people who have never heard about Jesus Christ. 


When it was my turn to share I directed our attention to the Book of Matthew, “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  (Matthew 24:13-14) My friend the reward, the prize in God is given at the end of the race to he who strives (contends, works, or labors) lawfully, not to the biggest, richest, bravest, most spiritual, strongest, and swiftest of foot, but to the one who strives according to the frame work and plans God has established as the correct way to do whatsoever God has asked them to do. “And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.” (2 Timothy 2:5)  In God we cannot do what we think is the right way or the way that makes the most sense to yield the results God is looking for.  We must do things “lawfully” we must do things according to God’s idea and ways.  In all of our doing and working for God He is after and looking for a quality result that is only reached with His conditions, methods, and means. I now see why God used FBN to help save the people of Nepal.  Why God used a small humble radio station to share the Gospel message to this portion of the 10/40 Window, because they do things for Him “lawfully.”  In God it does not matter what we do for Him. all is His works and He will get the glory even if we do not give it to Him.  But, God is looking at how we do things.  Not what we do, but how we do them. “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-25)  The word “temperate” here is a really interesting word. From the Greek it means; to be self-controlled, continent to exhibit self-government, conduct, one’s self temperately. It has in mind an athlete training to compete in a very important sporting event.  And for this athlete to compete and win he must operate under specific controls, limitations, and restrictions.  For us to do the will of God in any situation we too must be “temperate” coming under the restrictions and limitations of God’s methods and means.  How we do things is really a big deal in the eyes of God.   
My friend the Church in the US can no longer share the Gospel message the way they think it needs to be done.  We must go back to the Bible and share the Gospel message through evangelism, one-on-one “making disciples” not trying to Christianize the world. No longer can we afford to waste limited resources. Our commitment and dedication in funding the Gospel message ever shrinks with each passing generation. Maybe this is why the health and joy of each passing generation in the US is getting worse. The US was established by God not to spread political freedom and democracy in the world, but to spread the wondrous Gospel message to those people in the world whom have never heard the loving message of grace and salvation. Unless we get back to sharing His message in truth and “lawfully” we will continue to waste God’s time and resources. My friend the 10/40 Window is closing fast.  Let us once again get serious about sending the light to those in a lost and dying world.  Let us begin again to do things “lawfully.”          Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

               Spiritual Women
 
I am ever amazed at the rebellion of some women who think they are doing “the Lord’s work” because they “feel” they should be doing something for God. Wake up and smell the brimstone sister. If you are married, your husband and family is your ministry. Some of these rebellious women run all over the world dragging their husbands along while exalting themselves spiritually over them. I can quickly think of four such relationships. While other rebellious women blatantly just abandon their families thinking God has called them to something greater than serving their husband and children.  These so called “spiritual” women are in open rebellion to their husband and to God, by taking the “spiritual” lead thus emasculating their husbands. Oh they may submit in some areas feeling good about themselves and manipulating their husbands, but not in their heart. To help us understand this point let us look at two women in the Bible. The first is the Virtuous Woman of Proverbs 31 and Jezebel.  When we think of Jezebel we think of a painted face of seduction, but the Bible portrays Jezebel in a different light. “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.” (Revelation 2:20)  Men received her as a teacher, showing she was apart of the structured church ministry to the members. Any woman who defies the Scripture’s prohibition against women teachers in the church collectively is following in the grave tradition of Jezebel.  If you go back and read 1 Kings to see what the Bible says about Jezebel you will see she was more spiritual and religiously devoted than her husband.  We see this today when the wife becomes the Senior Pastor of a church and takes the spiritual lead over her husband. The next thing you notice Ahab was emotionally unstable. When a woman takes the lead in marriage by assuming of the masculine role it makes a weak man weaker, even to the point of sending him to bed as did Jezebel to Ahab.  In every case I know of where the wife (became a Pastor) or a woman took the spiritual lead in a church or ministry it miserably failed.  It could not stand in God for it was not birthed by the Sprit, but by the flesh. God takes a strong view at this relationship. We also notice she used his emotional stress to endear herself to him, a strange way of lording over her husband.  If you read the story you will see how Jezebel manipulated and accused an innocent man then had the man murdered so that Ahab could obtain his vineyard. Today if women are willing to play their husband’s role in directing the family, their husband will lose his natural drive to bear responsibility.  He like Ahab will turn his face to the wall.  Lastly we notice Ahab was easily manipulated by Jezebel to suit her purpose.  She stirred his passive spirit, provoking him to react in anger. When a woman steps outside her divinely ordained nature and assumes the dominant role, in a home or church ministry, she will soon become emotionally and physically exhausted, and very dangerous to her self and the local body of Believers.  Her foundation and authority is not the word of God, but a self-exalting projection to possess something in God that has not been ordained for her by God.  It is a projection of the flesh and a self-seeking desire to possess things God strictly forbids. We see this same spirit in Eve in the garden. And times have not changed.  Here is a good side-by-side picture of the two women:

Jezebel Profile





1.  Prophetess



2.  Teacher




3.  One who pities



4.  Religious




5.  Controller





Virtuous Woman Profile
1.  Help meet

2.  Silent

3.  Encourager

4.  Prudent worker

5.  Submissive

Another woman we must look at is Deborah. Now Deborah was a judge and used by God, but if you actually read the story in Judges you will know the text makes much of the fact that the men were ashamed by allowing a woman to take the place of prominence.  There is no question Deborah performed well, that she saved Israel, and that God used her, but that is just the point. When men allow women to take their role and assume their responsibility it results in shame to the nation and to God.  Even Deborah knew this to be true.  Women can do as good a job as men, maybe even better in some areas, but God’s direction for women not to take the lead in spiritual matters is not an indictment about women being inferior or not capable as men, but it is a command by God whereby a woman’s authority and nature must never take the leadership over a man; to teach them or to gain a place of prominence among them. Women are capable and qualified to teach and teach well, but it is not a question of qualification, it is a question of authorization and yes obedience. Women may be qualified, but they are not authorized by God. And if they do move in spiritual authority over men they will be in direct rebellion and disobedience to God and His word.    

          Ladies if your husband is at level seven you should be at level five.  If your husband is at level five you should be at level three.  Your strength can become your husbands weakness.  We must always be in a place of submission to our husband’s authority and God will speak to Him regarding things going on in the family.  The course that your family is set on is to be charted by your husband as God leads him.  If God is not leading your husband it is not your job to lead. We must submit even further by shutting up and being quiet while NOT taking the lead.  By taking the spiritual lead in our family we are in direct rebellion to our husband’s authority.  Twist or spiritualize it any way you want, but it is still the truth.  Whenever I see a “strong spiritual” woman not too far off I know is an emasculated husband. Not exactly a crown of glory for the husband.  What folly and foolishness.  Let us submit ourselves under our husband’s rule and God will deal with them, as we are poured out from vessel to vessel by serving our husbands and family. Let us do the real spiritual and humble thing submit.  Written by Karen Stahl     
       
POETRY CORNER:
                    God’s Desire

                  By Charles Haun    
Oh that the desires of God’s heart may flash before my eyes

That I may see His yearning and hear His hunger cries

May I forget His glories ordained for me one day.

And gaze upon His longing that men would walk His way.

May I forget my hunger and lose desires for self.

DEAR FRIENDS:

Well, with the publishing of this edition of BHG we begin our seventh year and continue to push forward in God (prosper) what God started in Stuttgart, Germany six years ago.  How can we sum up six years of God’s faithfulness to us, my family, and BHG?  Words can never express our thankfulness and appreciation to God and to all of our Brothers and Sisters who has encouraged, disciplined, mentored, rebuked, challenged, chastised, and so much more.  When I think of all the things God has allowed us to do and say, and all the millions of miles we have traveled I stand in silent repose with my hands at my side and my knees feeble, a good place indeed.  I think one of the greatest lessons I have learned and still need to learn is what the writer to the Hebrews meant when he said, “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 12Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;” (Hebrews 12:11-12) Oh how we hope and pray God will continue to use us the more the next 40  years as He has the past six, but the more we hope and pray God continues to work in us to such a degree where we can still say in our heart, “but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.”  I was going to talk about the maternity and TB clinics in Africa, Good News 105.1 FM in Nepal, and the Bible Schools in Rwanda, Congo, and Kenya were are starting, but all of this is the “stuff” (have it be important) that has come out from the relationships that build Godly ministry.  God is not too concerned about money and “stuff” as much as He is concerned about our relationships. When I think back over the last six years I think of the people, the lives that were changed (including ours), their faces, the smiles, the tears, the joy, the looks, the anger, the bewilderment, the sorrow, the shame, and yes even the sad partings. In our bedroom around the edges and cracks of our mirror is stuffed with pictures, scraps of paper, a shoulder board, Bible markers, and more of memories and events from people we have met. Never forget Jesus’ number one focus was doing the will of the Father and His second focus was people.  If we keep both of these focuses (in order) we will have the heart of the Father and have a chance of being conformed into the character and nature, and image of His precious Son Jesus Christ.    

I do not know all that God has in His heart for us, but we hope He has found favor in us, “And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.” (Exodus33:14) the hallmark verse of the ministry God has entrusted within our hands.  I think it is not good for someone to continue in a ministry pattern for say 20, 30, or 40 years, God would rather pour us out from vessel unto vessel so that we can  experience different areas in God enduring His dealings, judgments, and even the “contradictions of sinners” all working together for our good making us fit for the Master’s use.  Our desire is to, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:” (Hebrew 12:14) a noble calling of God in all our lives. 
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
September:  Greece, Turkey, and Bulgaria


October:   Local ministry


November:  Waiting on God

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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