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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Last month we starting looking at verse 16 in Ephesians 3 and at the great truth of God’s great desire and our critical need to “be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.” Little did I know God would make me eat my words. You know God is really good at making us eat our words.  We must be very careful what we say and how we say things, God is listening and is waiting for an opportunity to see if we will do what we say.  Always remember life and death is contained in the power of our tongue, and that is our spiritual life and death. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.”  (Proverbs 18:21) It is seen in our words that foreshadow what we shall receive from God.  All that we are in God and receive comes to us by way of approval, us doing and saying the things whereby we qualify or are approved by God for what He desires to give us. Our eternal reward will not be based on our denominationalism, talents, color, national origin, or gender, but on our faithfulness and willing to endure God’s workings in our lives.  My friend God is good at checking us out to see if we mean what we say or are we just flapping our lips giving Him lip service while our heart is far from Him.   Little did I know I would need God to   strengthened me in the inward man to endure my failed trip to Tanzania.  Three times I attempted to travel to Tanzania: the first back in September,  but I had to see my friendly urologist and he recommended I delay for a few weeks so I did.  Then in near the end of October Karen and I headed out for the airport.  We stopped at a rest area to use the bathroom and get a drink of water and I threw my back out.  It was as if God touched my back like He touched Jacob’s thigh.  What pain, but I pressed on.  At the airport I tried, but could not continue. And the third time (only one week later) Karen and I headed back to the airport, we even stopped at the same rest stop and I drank from the same water fountain, we were over comers or so I thought.  I flew from RDU to JFK no problem, but four hours from JFK my heart starting talking to me. To make a long wonderful story (please see “When You Miss It” for details) short I was deplaned in Istanbul, Turkey, hospitalized for six hours, and within three hours of being discharged on my way back home.  I remember while laying on the gurney in the Turkish International Hospital saying, what in the world am I doing here?  I am to be in Tanzania.  What happened?  After God hurt my back I was laying in the tub asking God what is going on and repenting if I did something wrong, and deep within my spirit I felt the Lord say, “My grace is sufficient for you.”  I do not know what God headed off in Africa. I do not why God stopped me three times from completing my mission, the first time in over 11 years, all I knew was for me to continue to plod on in God and endure all that was going on I had to be strengthened in the inward man.  In some ways I too know what Paul felt like when he said, “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  (2 Corinthians 12:9-10)  Paul could only say these things because he has allowed God to strengthen him in the inward parts to where Paul could, “glory in his infirmities” and “takes pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake:” Wow, I only had a hurt back and my heart was beating faster and stronger than normal (angina).  I have to believe now it was not God’s will for me to travel to Tanzania.  I must believe maybe I missed it, but maybe I did not miss it.  Maybe God spared my life from sure death in Tanzania, I do not know, but one thing I do know and that is God’s grace was sufficient for me    
in my missing it or making it.  His grace was sufficient for my going and my not going.  His grace was sufficient when I needed Him to strengthen me in my weakness and in my weakness God was made stronger in my life and in the situations I find myself in.  I find the closer you get to God the more strengthening we will need by God.  The toll on you spirit and body He will exact will be crushing and unbearable.  The closer you draw near to God the more He will want to crush you and enjoy the sweet fragrance of your death unto life before Him.  And for all of this to happen God must be able to strengthen us in the inward parts.  More next month on being strengthened in our inner man.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
          Giving at the Heart of God
It is so nice when someone gives you something, especially if you were not expecting it or when whatever you are giving has a special significance.  Giving is so important in our lives, as a matter of fact it is at the heart of the Gospel, “For God so loved the world He gave . . . “  If God cannot teach us to be a giver He cannot use us, because we disqualify ourselves from service by our inability to become a giver.  You know I can always tell where someone is in God by how they give.  When my father was in Viet-Nam (in 1967-68) I attended Ridgeley High School in Ridgeley WV.  My parents did a great job providing clothing and food, but we never had extra money for the extra nice things kids get.  I played basketball, football, and the field events in track and did quite well. Our track and football Coach was Jimmy Fazalore.  Now Coach Fazalore was a big Italian man with huge muscular arms.  He had many pet names, but when his name was mentioned it griped our hearts and filled us with fear in us because we knew he was often called to give or deliver licks with his paddle.  I saw Coach Fazalore give one boy 10 licks with his paddle, this was foolish because after the first lick his butt was numb. One day Coach Fazalore called me down to his office in the cage, the football and track area.  I thought oh no what did I do, Coach Fazalore wants to see me.  I reported as directed.  When I got to the cage Coach Fazalore had his back to me as he sat in his chair.  I spoke, “Yes sir Coach Fazalore.”  He swung around in his chair and said, “Stahl I have a problem.  I bought this jacket and it does not fit me do you want it?”  I looked, it was a letter jacket a brand new never been worn letter jacket.  All of the other kids had one, but we could not afford it.  I replied, “yes sir, oh yes sir.”  Coach Fazalore threw it to me. It felt oh so good in my hands as I snagged it out of the air.  As I was saying thank you I quickly opened it.  Now I expected to find Coach Fazalore’s name and his track and football symbols on it, but to my amazement I read Stahl over the breast pocket.  And on the sleeves and breast pockets were my symbols and achievements.  Coach Fazalore bought this letter jacket for me, I was crushed.  I had never been given such an expensive gift before, what a true act of unselfish giving.  I will never ever forget Coach Jimmy Fazalore, for he taught me about true giving.  His giving truly was at the heart of God.  It was a giving without expecting nothing back, without expecting nothing in return.  God’s type of giving is always from a motive and expectation of not receiving back something out from the giving.  

Sadly in the Church today there is another type of giving that is sweeping the Body of Christ, a giving that is not at the heart of God.  It is a giving to get. A giving where one expects to receive more then what they gave.  It is important to know God operates at the same level.  At the same measure you forgive you will be forgiven, no more no less.  Jesus said, “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:” (Luke 6:37) These conditions of receiving God’s mercy and grace are all at the same level.  What we do we shall receive the same.  If we show or give mercy and forgiveness we shall receive mercy and forgiveness at that same level. I wonder why we think we can give a little and then get back a lot?  How dare we think God must give us something.  Who do we think we are to presume God Almighty has to give us something because we do something for Him?  Is not breath, life, love, health, and the salvation He so freely gives enough?     

Now many Christians have really mastered the art of getting people to give.  For the last four weeks (and still going strong) Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN) has had their latest beg-a-thon, they seem to get longer and more extravagant.  If God is behind something you will not have to beg for money.  The driving force behind their beg-a-thon is not to share the Gospel message, but giving money to them so that you can receive a blessing from God. Their scenario is; call us and give us money then God will bless you.  What a pile of dung.  What if God does not want to bless us right now?  This is nothing but lies and ungodly manipulation of the Body of Christ.  My friend I believe the greatest sin of the Church of American today is manipulation and TBN leads the way. Brethren please do not be deceived by this selfish manipulation.  God has ordained the local Church as the place our tithes and offerings are to be given.  “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Mathew 16:18) Every penny that is given to organizations like TBN weakens the local Body of Christ’s ability to evangelize, equip, edify, and support programs in their local area and even missions around the world.  Paul taught,  “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:”  (Ephesians 4:11-13)  The Greek root word for “church” is the same Greek root word for “body of Christ.” The “Body of Christ” and “Church” is the same spiritual projection of God’s ministering arm to His children.  Brothers and sisters blessings from God come by way of our obedience (through His Spirit) to His words, not man’s. TBN and other TV networks have very gifted speakers, but my friend in God there is a big difference between a gifted speaker and a broken speaker. The broken speaker would never presume anything. Words would be hard to form and come out of His mouth, because he knew he was speaking for God. The gifted speaker twists and perverts truth into a lie manipulating and deceiving Christians who are not strong in the word of God.   Gifted speakers reduce the word of God down to a formula to get God to bless you.  “Right now go to the phone you have three minutes, this is a holy time, call us, and God will bless you, God will give you your miracle break-through.” What a lie, please do not be deceived. They all are thieves and liars and should be ashamed of themselves. This type of wrong thinking and preaching leaves God’s will, desires, and His sovereignty out of the picture and is built on a direct lie.  Most such scams are taken from the truth of word of God, but are twisted and perverted to manipulate the people. One such example is in Matthew. Jesus talked of the word of God as a seed that is planted in our heart, but takes root according to our heart condition.  Many Christian celebrities, especially on TBN, take these verses from Matthew twisting and perverting them to reach their unholy, ambitious, and selfish means. The seed Jesus was talking about that was planted in hearts was the word of God.  “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” (Matthew 18:23) It is the word of God that will, “bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” not money!  We are so good at making up new doctrines to support our selfish desires and motives. Jesus was not talking about planting money in our hearts. Anyone who teaches monetary gain from these verses are lairs and thieves preaching an unholy doctrine and open heresy to God’s holy word.  Sadly giving to get is the main message that TBN preaches. Instead of the Gospel message of the Cross TBN preaches give $5 and God will give you $500 around the world from their stages and platforms.  They should be ashamed of themselves and repent of their greed and presumption.  My brothers and sisters please know I am not offended or jealous at TBN, but I am ashamed of their arrogance and ambition.  
Brethren let us focus on giving at the heart of God.  God’s giving is always hallmarked by a motive and attitude of wanting nothing in return.  In Mark we read, “And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 44For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.”  (Mark 12:43-44)  She was not looking for a blessing, but was just obedient to God. Do you think she lacked? I think not. In 1 Kings 17:9-16, the widow freely gave and in obedience did what Elijah said, “And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.”  (1 King 17:13)  God always supernaturally works in our obedience, for our obedience is the condition we must meet for God to work in the supernatural, not our giving. “And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.”  (1 Kings 17:16)   Jesus said, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” (Luke 16:38)  What is the “it” in this verse?  Whatsoever was given.  If you plant an apple seed you will not get an orange tree. In the natural realm whatsoever seed is planted will grow and God has set into motion seed-time and harvest to produce an abundance of seed for more planting.  But in the spiritual realm not so, like in the natural realm whatsoever is planted grows, but the harvest is at the same measure, “For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” Brethren in giving, our goal is not to get, but to give.  Giving to get has always been and will always be eternally be wrong.  We give so that others may receive. We must allow God to be God and give us whatsoever He desires.  He is God and we are not.  Our job is to give not according to some formula or some requirement, but to be led by the precious Holy Spirit and give as He directs, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  (Romans 8:14) Then and only then when we be able to give at the heart of God, for then our giving will be His expression from His heart. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

                  Amassing Wealth

Jesus was asked by one brother to convince his brother to divide an inheritance with him, but Jesus said, “And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 14And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? 15And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” (Luke 12:14-15) Jesus then went on to relate the parable of the wealthy man who tore down his barns so that he could build even bigger barns. “And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?” (Luke 12:16-20) Friends, when Jesus arose from the dead He could touch, feel, eat, etc.  (Luke 24:39-43) and if we truly believe that when we die we shall be raised up like Jesus why on earth are we trying to get it all now?  I am speaking about Christians – we have to have it all, why?  I think because we are greedy and we really do not believe the best is yet to come after this earthly existence. Folks, now is not the time to amass wealth. Jesus told us, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  Matthew 16:19-21) Now is the time to learn of God and His ways.  To allow Him to deal and judge in our lives so we may become (a life-long process of sanctification) like our precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  This is boot camp.  It is not time to build bigger barns. Don’t Christians believe that we will be alive, well, and working after this life on earth?  But, we are too busy fussing over our portfolios and bank accounts; trying to get more and more money. For what? You certainly cannot take it with you when you leave this world.  

In the paper today I read about the Senate investigating six well know TV ministries. Why? Because they are living too big and flamboyant for their stated Christian tenants. God does not agree with His servants living in luxury and driving the very best cars while widows give their last penny.  My friend the Gospel is not for sale, these ministries are heading for a fall like the ministries in the past that functioned beyond their God ordained limits and restrictions.  God will not allow them to continue, He will expose them for what they really are; greedy and ambitious power hungry people, manipulating God’s power and word for self-gain. Now these ministries would say their prosperity is the blessing of God on their lives, well this is not consistent with the Bible. Yes it is true there were wealthy people in the Bible and these charlatans point to them and say this wealth is for you and me today only give them money and God will bless you, the lie; give to God so you can get. The folks in the Bible gained their earthly wealth in righteous ways, hard work, and God blessed them. The Godly principle in gaining what you need to do God’s will for your life is give to God so that others may receive.  Please understand me here I do feel it is okay to put a couple bucks away for a rainy day, but we must quit obsessing over what we have or do not have.  Look at our dear brother Job.  He lost everything in one day.  After being told his children died and after he had lost everything, “Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, (not much singing and dancing going on here, but true worship, “he fell down upon he ground”)  21And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” (Job 1:20-21)   Then in the next verse it goes on to say, ”In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” (Job 1:22)  Job trusted God before and after this tragedy, my friend that is where we are suppose to camp out, totally trusting in God.  Real wealth in God is certainly not in how much we own, but in how much we resemble God’s precious Son Jesus Christ.  And that is what we have to learn here on earth, so that we will not have to be trained in our next life.  It is all about becoming like Jesus not all about making money, even to tell people about Jesus. How well it says in (1 Timothy, “For the love of money (greed) is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:10)  Now this word “erred” is not error; to make a mistake, but is the root word “err” (Strong’s #635) which is to willfully cause or lead one astray into error for personal gain.  This is what Paul was saying not to do in verses 1-8, “Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. 2And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.  3If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 4He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 5Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.  6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.” (1 Timothy 6:1-8) These eight verses are of the same spirit and the same evil heart as the word of faith prosperity doctrines - fleshly greed. When the “spirit” moves (jumping, head bobbing, and hand waving) the folks we see on telethons (like on the Trinity Broadcasting Network) it is not the Holy Spirit, but a spirit of greed and deception, a lying counterfeit spirit that desires to fulfill the wants of the flesh, twisting the word of God into a self-seeking, self-satisfying projection for ease and earthly wealth.  The Holy Spirit brings us in a downward direction not upward. My friend, do not be deceived by these liars and thieves. Please do not be caught up in their net of greedy emotional stir and presumption. This lust for earthly wealth is not about building up the Body of Christ, but man’s arrogance and ambition. Jesus was lowly in heart, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  (Matthew 11:29) not one to take center stage, wearing the best, and using slick words twisting the truth into a lie, oh no my friend Jesus is simplistic, full of integrity and truth. Folks the Bible says, “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 26He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed.”  (Psalms 37:25-26)  Please understand the “seed” here is not the money TV ministries (like the six being investigated) beg you to sow into their coffers, but is God’s inheritance to the world through which they speak of His Son’s love and redeeming power. My friend God takes care of His own. Let us not get greedy and run after worldly riches (even to tell people about Jesus) to amass wealth here on this earth.  Let us strive instead to be like Jesus, hummmm, how many homes, camels, and full closets of clothes did He own? And remember the best is really yet to come. Written by Karen Stahl.

POETRY CORNER:

          SINGING PLOWMAN
          By John Wright Follette

God’s plow struck deep within my heart

And plowed long furrows, one by one,

Through fallow ground so hard and firm

From early morn till set of sun.

The plow share was eternal Truth

Which tore the hidden roots in me

And turned them to the light and air

Till selfhood lay a field set free.

I felt Him walk each furrow plowed,

I knew He felt the briars sting,

The field was His it was His joy,

For lo! I heard the Plowman sing.

He only plowed that He might sow,

There must be seed to scatter wide,

And then I felt His presence near,

He stood in silence by my side.

And so I gave Him all of me

My hopes and dreams and inner throne.

All these He scattered far and near

And left me naught to call my own.

They fell like seed in furrows deep,

And all were buried ‘neath the sod.

All that I had went down in death
To wait the mighty breath of God.

He did not leave me then alone

To mourn the loss of earthly things,

To be thus stripped gave greater place
For life His radiant presence brings.

How could I grieve for heart thus plowed?

I covet now no sweeter thing

Than wait with Him the harvest day,

And in the meantime hear Him sing.

DEAR FRIENDS:

More next month on Changes.
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
January:  Germany (projected) 

February:  Local Ministry

March:  India
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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