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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we continue to walk in the way God has for us to go we will be behold His glory.  We will have no choice, but to see the marvellous things God is doing in our lives first then out from us. This seeing of God’s glory is not for the benefit of feeling impressed or to make us work harder, even for God, but to keep us low and humbled that God would use even a worm as I to be given a small piece of His will and plan on earth as it is done in Heaven. Being a worm is a good thing. “But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people. 7All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,” (Psalms 22:6-7) No one wants to be a worm we want to be a beautiful strong and brave eagle free to fly higher and higher, but no one wants to be a worm: reproached, despised, laughed at, and scorned.  But that was the life of Jesus was it not?  He was despised, rejected, and reproach filled His life.  I wonder why we do not like to identify with the things that were moving in Jesus’ life?  We want a big home a life of ease, but that was not the case in Jesus’ life. “And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 20And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 21And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 22But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.” (Matthew 8:19-22)  Not too many Christians today really want to identify with the life and words of Jesus.  Oh, I know we say we are not of this is world, we are pilgrims just passing through, but we sink our roots into this world as deep as we can with each property we buy and every stock market deal we make to fatten up our retirement 401K. Yet we say we live by faith and God’s strength.  Please take heed most often our words and actions reflect our true heart condition and desires in us.  As I visit friends around the world I often see beautiful pictures and statues of eagles reflecting the scriptures and hopes of Isaiah 40:30-31. I guess the more pictures and statues of eagles you have the more spiritual you are, but do you know I have never seen a single picture or statue of a worm.  Who would want a picture of a worm?  Can you imagine what a statue of a worm would look like? Who would like to identify with a worm, they are lowly and defenseless we can crush them under our feet at will.  But do you know where worms like to live?  They love to live near the roots of plants. Worms support and strengthen the root system of a plant.  I think Paul liked worms, his life of integrity and sacrifice truly reflected the reproach, being despised, and the foolishness of the Gospel (laughing at him) assigned to him and his writings.  In Ephesians Paul talks about being “rooted and grounded in love” This “love” is agape or a sacrificial type of love far beyond our human emotions that goes to the heart of a selfless dedication by the one who is projecting the love. God in His given of His precious Son Jesus Christ, gave in a agape way.  “For God so loved (agape) the world He gave . . . “  We are to have agape one for another and at the same time Christ is to dwell in our “hearts by faith” as we are “rooted and grounded.”  Here are the verses, “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,”   (Ephesians 3:16-17) God’s goal in all of this to strength us by His Spirit in the inner man which believe it or not it gets us back to the worms. What a wonderful place to be in God to see yourself as a worm. I do not know how many messages I have heard on these two verses. When most speak on these verses they draw on the symbolism with the root as the life system of the plant, but this is far from the truth.  Here in verse 17, Paul uses the word “rooted” (Strong’s #4492) which means:  to cause to strike root, to strengthen with roots, to render firm, to fix, establish, cause a person or a thing to be thoroughly grounded.  To be “rooted” is the same thing as to be “grounded.”  Both have to do with to do with being strengthened, render firm, to fix, establish the plant into the ground not to nourish the plant.  The faith God speaks and the amount we have the ability to hold Christ will dwell   
in us in that measure of faith and we will be strengthened, established, fixed in a selfless sacrificial love.  Like the worm not to many Christians (I include myself at times) desire to identify with this selfless type of love.  How can we possess this love? By Christ dwelling in our hearts and by being rooted and grounded.  Often our focus is the love, but that is not God’s focus.  God’s focus is to be able to strengthen us so that we can hold His dealings and judgments in our lives.  God comes and works in our lives and the work holds us for some time, but after time we allow God’s work in our life to slip from us. The more God can strengthen us the more we can hold His work in our lives.  And the more of God’s work in our lives the more we will see our self as a worm and not an eagle. We desire the deep revelations of God, but before us everyday is a lowly humble (like Christ) worm. What more do we need? More next month on being strengthened in our inner man by God’s Spirit.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
           Words Really Do Matter

When we were little children and got offended by someone’s words we would often would sing, “sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” Now this may be true in the earthly way of thinking, but in the heavenly way of thinking words will destroy us.  As a matter of fact ours words (and often other’s) are the biggest obstacle in our lives preventing us from coming to the end and purpose God has for us. Many Word of Faith and Pentecostal denominations really get off track by teaching we can project (“name it and claim it”) our words into the future, ensuring bigger and better things from God. Well, no where in the Bible is this perverse teaching taught. Now it is true our words affect our future, but it is our humble words of submission and brokenness that ensure we receive (not claim) whatsoever God has for us. It is our unselfish words of perfection in obedience to God that ensures we receive what we have qualified next for. God will never give us anything if we are ambitious and selfish. Our words often reveal the selfishness of our character and haughty spirit of our heart. If we have a desire to know God’s will in a given situation we need not run over to our friend’s home and agree in prayer for understanding or write our request on a slip of paper so that the world can pray for us.  All we need to do is be in a place in Him where we can hear His voice and be so close to Him we will be able to be strengthened in the inward man to do what He wants us to do.


Here on earth we go after many things. We try to “get” a nice home, a big car, favor with men, money, a big 401K retirement package, etc. after all these are signs of success and God’s blessing, but the Bible teaches different, it teaches us to get wisdom and understanding, “He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. 5Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.” (Proverbs 4:4-5) The goal of our Christ-likeness walk is to know God and His ways nothing more.  Now God’s ways are these: “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.”  (James 3:17-18)  Our getting from God is not so we can go to heaven, do signs and miracles, cast out demons, or get earthly comfort from God.  God is not interested in making us happy, He is trying to save us from eternal separation from Him. If we can reach our goal, then God will be able to reach His; to conform us into the character and nature of His dear Son Jesus Christ. Both these goals will be reached through our understanding of God’s words and God’s Word (The Holy Bible) to us as the Holy Spirit reveals the truth to our heart and spirit.  This desire to know God and His ways was the cornerstone of Paul’s teaching.  In Colossians we read,  “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;” (Colossians 1:9)  Paul knew the secret of perseverance and commitment in God was predicated on knowing God.  And for us to know God we must be taught a deeper message of truth with words.  Today in the church we hear messages that keep members as babes in the Lord.  Now I thank God for grace and forgiveness, please do not misunderstand me, but the message of grace and forgiveness alone will NOT strengthen a church to be able to endure life’s harsh situations and difficulties.  Paul knew people will not endure affliction and persecution to become Godly unless they are taught a deeper message, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12) Spiritual growth and maturity in God happens out from our personal experiences in Him as we endure persecution and hardships for the Gospel. It does not happen at the latest conference or seminar nor by the warm and fuzzy feeling we get when we sing our favorite praise and worship song.  We personally come to know God when He develops (not delivers) us through troubles and situations in our lives.  If not, then our “unlearned and unstable wrest . . .” (2 Peter 3:16) ways will destroy us.  What a warning to us today.  

My friend words really do matter.  Words we use in church matter.  I can not believe all of the words we make up to support our doctrinal brief.  Today in the church we have many ministries and doctrines that are not found in the Bible. The only “true” ministries are the five fold ministry found in the Ephesians, “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: “ (Ephesians 4:11-12) There is no ministry in the Bible called:  music ministry, children’s ministry, church decorating ministry, bus ministry, computer ministry, or whatever ministry made up to get people to feel like they belong to the church.  Now some of these good works are important, but they are a part of the Gifts of the Spirit called “helps” and “government.” “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” (1 Corinthians 12:28)  My friend 95% of the Body of Christ operates in the gifts of “helps” and “governments” (administration functions), but we wrap up our ignorance to the Word of God and call it all ministry to get more people involved, this ought not to be.  So too I can not believe all of the doctrines (or teachings) out there in the church.  The Bible lists many doctrines like; “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” (1 Timothy 4:1).  Here are a few others specific destructive doctrines: doctrine of vanities (Jeremiah 10:8), doctrine of the Pharisees (Matthew 16:12), doctrine of Balaam (Revelation 2:14), doctrine of Nicolaitans (Revelation 2:14), and strange doctrines (Hebrew 13:9), the list goes on.  In the Book of Acts we find, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42). There are only a few constructive doctrines in the Bible that edify the Body of Christ: the apostles doctrine (Acts 2:42), the doctrine of Christ (Hebrew 6:1), the doctrine of baptisms (Hebrews 6:2), sound doctrine (Titus 1:9) all of which point us to Christ.  My friend unless we are involved with the “apostles’ doctrine” and such we then are operating and functioning within the powers of the “doctrines of devils.” There is no such thing as the doctrine of Angels, doctrine of healing, or whatever doctrine made up to yoke the Body of Christ. The apostles’ doctrine is nothing more then teaching others what the apostles taught and they taught only the things they personally saw and touched of Jesus.  “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”  (1 John 1:1-3) We too must have a personal experience with God where we can see and touch things of Jesus.  We then can teach others, thus we are operating in the “apostles’ doctrine.” Denominational doctrinal literature is contrary to the God’s Word.  Friend we must be very careful when writing things down, words really do matter and can quickly get people of track and end them in destruction and death. Always remember our words and our meditation is our strength, “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.”  (Proverbs 19:14) for they are one in the same. Let us over come by the words of our testimony.  Words really do matter. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

           Time to Mine Holy Things

Why today in the church is there a great push to increase the amount of people who attend church and not be led by the Holy Spirit to invite who He desires?  Now if God is saying to invite someone please do be obedient to the Spirit, but in the church today there seems to be a contest to see who can invite the most people. After all it is not about how many people we can pack into a building so we can chalk up another tally on our church report, oh no it is not about numbers it is about becoming what God desires us to become and to operate and flow in the Spirit. The Prophet Ezekiel takes up this same line of thinking when He addresses the leaders of the house of Israel, “And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves.”  (Ezekiel 44:8)  My friend we must pay attention to the “holy things” of God.  In the temple the priests that ministered to the Lord were not allowed to wear anything they wanted and they could not wear anything that caused them to sweat, “They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird themselves with any thing that causeth sweat.” (Ezekiel 44:18) After ministering to the Lord the priests had to take off their clothes, the very clothing they ministered in was holy. And yet we schlep into church wearing any old thing we want.  Our best clothing should be reserved for church. We read in the Bible how God looks at the heart (and this true) and think this gives us a pass to come to church sloppy wearing something we would not wear to work.  What is more important our work clothing or what we wear to church?  The answer is seen in what we value more our job or God’s house. God is holy and He wants His children holy on the inside and outside, not one or the other.  

Now-a-days it seems like the lines of good and evil are blurred.  That is not how things are supposed to be. Rarely do we hear any teaching on being holy and we wonder can we be holy?  The answer is yes or God would not have said it. Few have the ability in God to be able to distinguish between the holy and the unholy and righteous and unrighteous. Again in Ezekiel 44 we read, “And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.”  (Ezekiel 44:23) It is the job of church leadership to, “teach the difference between the holy and the profane,” but that is not what we hear being preached in church, no wonder we do not know the difference. Self-help sermons that make us feel good will not enable us to learn those things needed to be holy.

God wants us to know what He thinks about things. To judge righteous as He would, “And in controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge it according to my judgments: and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my sabbaths.” (Ezekiel 44:24) This is why God gave us Prophets in the Old Testament and commissioned Pastors and Teachers in the New Testament to teach the people to think like Him.  I really believe most Christians do not care a flying flip what God thinks as long we can go along our dumb and happy way. Just going through the motions satisfying ourselves with our church services (or rather our service to the church) not really coming to the place of knowing what God wants or expects. 

Remember, the church is for those who need to come, but more for those who want to come.  I am really sticking my neck out on this one, but let the preacher preach!  Preachers (Pastors and Teachers) are not here to pat us on the back and chant “atta boy” to us nor are they here to make us feel good or make us feel special.  We have a short time here on earth to learn what God wants us to learn so we will be useful now and in the future. We do not have time for good-ole boy back slapping, we only have time for getting our act together butt kicking preaching from the pulpit.  Let the preacher preach!  It is not going to be pretty, it is not going to tickle our ears, and it is not going to make us feel good, but it will save our soul. God is not too interested in making us feel good, but He is interested in getting our attention (by whatever means we allow) and getting us in line.  Woe to those who tell the preacher what to preach, woe to those who get their feelings miffed cause the preacher said some hard things.  It is better to get our butt kicked down here on earth from the preacher then to get our butt kicked on judgment day before a mighty and holy God.  Woe to us women who do not support their husband’s God-given ministry of high priest of the home.  Let the preacher preach the word of God straight from God to our hearts so that we may line up and become the expressed image of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

       God wants us humble, not lifted up.  He gives grace to the humble and humbles the proud.  He wants us contrite; crushed to powder, meek, and lowly in heart like Jesus that is where we are supposed to live.  So in the words of Andrew Kreiss, my earthly father, “shape up or ship out!!”  Written by Karen Stahl            

POETRY CORNER:

              04.  On Keeping Silence (page 43) By Francois de La Mothe-Fenelon
From:  Fenelon’s Spiritual Letters
Be sure that humility, frequent silence and recollection, will do you more good than any amount of anxiety and self-chosen austerities.  Silence is, above all, important for you. Even when you cannot withdraw from society, you might often practice silence and let others take the lead in conversation.  There is no way by which you can so effectually subdue your haughty, disdainful, contemptuous spirit, as by bridling it with silence. Keep a strict watch upon your tongue.  The presence of God, which restrains your words will likewise keep all your thoughts and wishes in check.  But this work must be accomplished gradually. Be patient with yourself, as well as with others.

DEAR FRIENDS:

It is hard for me to believe we are in the month of July already.  How this year has flown by and yet Karen and I are still waiting on God for our first trip this year.  I know we will deploy, but when well we are at a loss for words.  Now please understand it is not because we do not have invitations, every day I get two or three invitations from brothers around the world for us to  come and minister, but God seems to put a block in the way.  For example back in May we had plans to travel to Europe; Germany, Poland and Czech Republic, but God has other plans.  In May we hosted Pastor Tek and Jit Maya Dahal, what wonderful things God did through us and especially for the work in Katmandu, Nepal.  God set some things into motion that will enable the glorious Gospel message to be heard by greater than ½ of the world’s population from a hub site in Nepal. This is the doings of the Lord and it is marvelous in our sight. Yet in our hearts there is a longing to go and share in the person the Gospel message.  But if this longing is not given to God for His pressing and pruning (cleaning) then it becomes a hindrance for God’s will in our lives.  Did you know, in ministry, there is a time to go and a time not to go.  Wisdom is seen in this when we have the ability in God to know the difference.  Many Christians are zealous to go, well if you want to go and minister (even in God’s will) you probably are not ready to go.  I wanted so to go and go, so I did and great things were done, but now God has tempered my thinking and my going so that more of God’s intention could be accomplished.  We see this with the rich young ruler.  He ran after Jesus, he knelt down and worshiped Jesus, he called Jesus good teacher, he knew all of the laws, yet Jesus pressed him, “Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.”  (Luke 18:22) Jesus was pressing the rich young ruler to totally sell out.  When we totally sell out we are not to concerned about what ministry we want to do for God, but are content to do the things and go when God says it is time to go.   Karen and I believe God is setting some things in order with my family and even arranging a new place for us to live that will enable us to be more productive for God.  Let us not rush into things in God.  As I look back (let us all be honest) over the many years of ministry, to my shame, I believe I have set some things into motion that God prospered and people were saved, but was not totally His intention. I wonder what part of God’s better idea was lost due then to my zealous nature.  If we set things into motion God will honor and keep them to protect His word and us, but friend let us be careful not to set things into motion God will need to intervene on our behalf.         

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
July:  Waiting on God


August:  Waiting on God


September:  Turkey and Bulgaria  

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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