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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7
      tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Please let us prayerfully turn our attention to Ephesians 3:16-17 and let us look at some of God’s riches.  Many Christians today count God’s riches as:  much money, a big new house and car, fame, praise of men, and power, etc., but the Bible does not list any of the above as “riches of his glory.” Those who would preach and teach God’s riches are of a physical nature do so out of their greedy heart and out from their selfish desires to get both from man and God.  They have lost the “fear” of God and now feel they have the right to manipulate and take advantage of the Brethren.  In Proverbs we read, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  (Proverbs 1:7)  Now this word “fear” is not the word most churches teach. Most denominations like to paint God as a big heavenly sugar daddy who will let us do and say anything we want and He will then forgive us without any consequence, well my friend this teaching is wrong, God does not operate this way. Yes God loves us and yes He will forgive us, but there are consequences for our words and actions. The word “fear” is Strong’s #3374; fear, terror, fearing, a fear (of God), respect, reverence, piety.  The beginning of knowledge is not our ability to learn and apply skills, but to have a heart condition and the correct awareness of God’s power and authority to destroy us if He so chooses and still be a righteous and holy God. Sadly most churches have forgotten this side of God’s character and only share His loving and merciful side.  Thank God for His grace and love, but this type of one sided teaching yields only immature, unlearned, and unskilled children, they have no knowledge of God and His ways.  They do not have the knowledge to be able to feed themselves and others with the word of God. They do not have the ability to  clean-up their own and others  messes.  They are fools (according to the Bible) and despise wisdom and instruction.  Not because they are babes in the Lord, but because they lack the “fear” of God.  When we lived in Germany a lady from our church moved in and stayed up in our maid quarters. We gave her free rein of our home and made her one of our family. At first there was a great respect and a honouring to these privileges, but as time went on and the more she got comfortable with us the less respectful she was and even began to make demands on our family. My friend familiarity does breed contempt.  The more familiar we are with God the more we take Him for granted. When we lose our “fear” of God we began to make demands on Him. When we lose the “fear” of God we lose respect for Him and His children. Our priorities become skewed (to get off track, twist or slant, turn to one side) and we think He must do and give us things.  What is true and right like the “riches of his glory” becomes our desire for things to satisfy  our selfish and depraved heart.            

Paul shared three of God’s riches with the Church at Ephesus 3:16-19, that enables them to endure grave persecution and death, “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.”  (Ephesians 3:16-19) The first we have already talked about in detail, “to be strengthened with might by his Spirit.”  What a true richness in our lives when God is able to strengthen us in the inner man.  My friend when we are troubled and weak in spirit God can come to us and is able to strengthen us with His life what hope and endurance He will give us.  This strengthening by God is our choice not God’s. Oh He wants to, but it is our choice to either receive of His nature and ability or continue in our self-life and selfishness. The next is, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” Did you know Christ dwells in many hearts not in faith, but in our emotions and a mental ascent and understanding of how God truly operates. Many Christians come to church (because they do not know better) to get their weekly emotional fix every Sunday.  Our senses and emotions are fed with music choreographed with light and sound. When we have an altar call the musicians softly play music, why?  To move our emotions to action.  The Holy Spirit does not speak to our emotions, but to our spirit and heart.  For us to truly experience salvation and come into the life of God, we must have Christ dwell in our hearts in faith, without our emotions engaged. Faith (Strong’s #4102) is defined as:  a conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the New Testament of a conviction or belief respecting man’s relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervour born of faith and joined with it.  Our emotions, mental ability to know scriptures, and our good works have nothing to do with our salvation. Our salvation is based wholly on Christ dwelling in our hearts so that we will have the ability to be rooted and grounded in love.  So that we will “be able to comprehend (an understanding based on experience) with all the saints (be fitly joined together) what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;” Of what? Faith! Galatians 5:6 tells us, “but faith which worketh by love.”  The more love we have for God and the Brethren the more faith God can trust us with. Our emotions will lead us astray and never ground us, but keep us unstable in all of our ways.  This is why many Christians today are hot and cold, they are built on Christ dwelling in their emotions and not in their heart.  Lastly, the third riches of His glory is; “And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,” Did you know there is a fruitful and unfruitful knowledge of God?  Many Christians go to conference after conference to learn of God. They learn all of the stories and Greek words, but fail to come to know God.  They have all of the information of God, but do not know the God of the information.  This is an unfruitful knowledge of God.  And there is a fruitful knowledge of God where we partake of the knowledge of the scriptures in the word of God and it leads us to know God and His ways.  But please notice verse 19 is talking about going beyond the knowledge of God into becoming like God in the character of His love. The knowledge (even the fruitful knowledge) of God will only carry us so far, we must become like Him if we want to touch the world for Christ and this will cost us something dear and near to us. What riches of glory God has to strengthen us with. 

More next month on being strengthened in our inner man from Ephesians.
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
                 Enduring to the End
  
 Back in December 2006, Karen and I returned from a wonderful trip to Romania and almost Bulgaria.  When we set out on our trip we planned to visit both countries, but I guess God had other plans.  It is best for us to have an ability in Him to be able to let our plans go so that we can function and operate in what He is doing.  So we turned our face towards Suceava, Romania a wonderful place indeed. There we met Pastor Nicu, Esther his wonderful wife, six of seven of their very talented children, Pastor Marcel, Lily his wonderful wife, their three wonderful sons, and many other wonderful folks.  They all took such great care of us.  This trip was the seventh in a row I have been in Romania during December.  We talked and reunited old memories, but there seemed to be a difference.  Their Church and Bible School has been established for around 15 years. They are busy building the kingdom of God in the people and busier yet doing good works in town, local areas, and Romania. They are truly a key Church in what God is doing in Romania.  But Pastor Nicu’s said something that really stuck with me, “many of the people who started with us have left us.” Now prosperity is coming to Romania by the hands of the European Union and Western Europe. I am sure the lure of prosperity is a big factor and does play a role in the desertion, but this alone was not the cause of some of the people to walk no more with them.  Many of the people just got tired and gave up.  How Pastor Nicu’s words haunted my thoughts. I personally knew some of the people Pastor Nicu spoke of.  I thought of many of my friends who started out walking with the Lord and just got tired and gave up. Storms, troubles, and problems in our lives are coming our way – Jesus promises it to be so.  And if we do not have an anchor that will hold us firm, sure, and steady in God then we will get tired and just give up.  Not an anchor we are holding on to, oh no, but an anchor which is holding us.  It is like the thought, it is good we hold to God, but it is far better God holds us.  I really felt bad for Pastor Nicu until I saw the gleam in his eye.  How my heart swelled with joy as he told me of the many wonderful things God has been doing in the folks at Church and all of the lives that have been touched around Romania through the summer camps and other programs.  The more he talked the more excited I got and the more encouraged we became. Pastor Nicu is not discouraged, his mind is made up to do that which God has called him to do no matter if anyone else joins in or not, such endurance! God needs more men like Pastor Nicu. In spite of adversity and troubles he just keeps plodding on in God’s field of Romania.  He and his family are a real inspiration to know.          

Beloved, any storm in our life can last a long time, months or even years and the hard truth is God expects us to endure to the end.  Not to the end of the storm in our life, but to the end of our race here on earth.  In our lives we will face many storms, but we have but one race to run.  We often try to measure troubles and problems in time, but they are not bound by man’s means of limitation and measurement, but God’s.  The prize, the crown of life, is awarded at the end of the race.  God does not stop us at some point in the race to give us a crown and proclaim us the victor.  Many Christians ask, “where is God?” Well my friend God is at the finish line waiting for us to cross and He expects us to compete correctly so that we can win.  To me it is a very sobering fact, God intends for us to win the race. “Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win it.”  (1 Corinthians 9:24) In God there is no defeat and He expects His children to walk in no defeat.  Many Christians take this truth and run down the road getting off track building each other up with false teaching and promises, yet they fail to remember the race is not won by the strongest and fleetest of foot, the most intelligent, best singer or dancer, but to the one who strives to the end and does it lawfully. Paul taught Timothy, “And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.” (2 Timothy 2:5)  The word “masteries” here is to be crown as victor, to honor, or adorn. We are to “strive” or to engage in a contest, contend in public games, contend for a prize to endure, suffer.  The word of God has much to say about us enduring:  “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” (2 Timothy 2:3), “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:5), “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” (James 1:12). 
This truth has not changed and is still for the church today.  We today in the Pentecostal circles seem to overly value the spiritual things and woefully neglect the simplicity, endurance, and integrity of God.  Sadly all we have to do is pick up the paper and read of another Pentecostal leader’s fall from grace.  But for the grace of God there go I, but beloved this ought not to be so.  We must get back to the no frills, non-bells and whistles word of God to where we just daily lay our lives down for the Brethren.  Enduring whatever God brings our way.  He is God and we are not!  Enduring no matter the cost we must pay.  My friend we cannot save our self and others, one must die.  Enduring alone even if others do not go we must still strike out for God.  Yes, the road of God is a lonely road never walked by those who think like the world and is made for only two.  We do not need all of this church networking, political influence, and media blitz. What is the purpose of Christian TV talk shows, Christian magazines, and Christian self-help books?  God does not what to help our flesh, oh no my friend He wants to kill it. What does it really matter who is coming to speak at your church?  As long as God shows up, who cares?  Why is the church always selling the Gospel?  Jesus paid the price, the Gospel must be given away to be received. We have gotten off track and need to get back to our knees and confess He alone is all we need. All of these worldly ways and gimmicks are distractions that get us off the main focus of our walk with God and His goal in our lives of conforming us into the image and divine nature of His dear sweet Son Jesus Christ, not so that we can be like Jesus, but so we may be able to partake of all of the Father’s precious promises. “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”          (1 Peter 1:4)  We will never “escape the corruption that is in the world” or receive His “great and precious promises” unless we get back to God and His ways.  It is easy to see who has  “escaped the corruption that is in the world” and who has received His “great and precious promises”  They are the ones who have the ability to endure to the end.  They are the ones who have learned the lesson, “And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.” (Matthew 10:22) Written by David Stahl.
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

Karen will not be adding something this month, but she loves you all and wants you all to know the best is yet to come.

POETRY CORNER:

              Misunderstanding Prayer
       By Francois de La Mothe-Fenelon
            From The Seeking Heart
Return to prayer and inward fellowship with God no matter what the cost.  You have withered your spirit by chasing this wish of yours without knowing if God wanted this for you.  

Return to him and give Him everything without reservation. There will be no pace for you otherwise.  Let go of all your plans – God will do what He sees best for you.  

You must learn to let go of everything whether God ever gives you what you so eagerly desire or not.  The most important thing is to go back to communion with God – even if it seems dry and you are easily distracted. 

DEAR FRIENDS:

If you have been following our future schedule you probably have found it hard to follow.  Following God at times is very hard. At times things always work and we know the mind of Christ in the things and ways He has revealed.  But at other times, we do not know what in the world God is doing.  I will be honest I kind of like this time.  Not knowing some things is always best for us.  Not knowing requires us to walk by faith and not by sight.  Not knowing always requires us to grow in character and in the nature of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Not knowing means we do not get our way and we must wait for God to share His knowing with us.  Waiting seems to be very difficult for us.  We seem to always want to know things and when we do we often change our minds or worse move in disobedience to what God wants. Not knowing always means discovering God’s way is always much better than our way.  Not knowing is so much better for us than knowing.  

Well this not knowing is the case for Karen and I as we do our planning for our international travel for 2008.  In the past by now we would have had our schedule set for the six or seven countries God has selected for us to minister.  By now we would have had the bulk of our support in the bank to plan travel activities with ministries needed such as our clinic in Nigeria, the radio station in Nepal, the TB clinics in Ethiopia, the Bible School in the Congo, not to mention all of the other ministries we visit and help when we can. Just take a walk through the “Needs Not Wants” section of our newsletter to see if God would have you help in some way. By now we would be set for the year, but not so in 2008.  God again has changed.  I find it hard to believe God does not change.  Now it’s true God, His nature and character, changes not, but His ways and how He deals with each man is ever changing.  God does not deal with me like He deals with my Pastor Jim Kelley.  I like that.  God deals with us all differently showing us we all are individuals with different thoughts, motives, dreams, and drives, showing us we all are individually unique to Him.  I like that too.                 
We are not too worried about 2008, God will take good care of us and 2008.  God knows all things and God knows what He is doing in our lives.  One of the greatest truths my teacher Charles Haun taught me and which is engraved on a plate that adorns my military shadow box (a glass and wooden box filled with memorabilia or a shadow of my career) is, “Just go along for the ride.”  What great advice in God.  If we could just learn to let God be God and just go along with God as He brings all things to an end and the purpose of His fulfillment in our lives.  If we could just go a long for the ride, how easy our lives would be. Written by David Stahl.  
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
March:  Local Ministry

April:  Still waiting on God

May:  Local Ministry
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287
FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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