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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  Last month we saw the critical need to be quickened by God so that we can behold His glory.  God must be able to make us alive to His Spirit, this happens as we yield our “members” to Him.  Please notice God does not force us.  In Romans Paul tells us, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” (Romans 6:12-13) The word “members” here is  Strong’s #3196 a part of the human body; our mind, heart, and spirit as Paul shares with us in Romans 7,  “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”  (Romans 7:23-25)  And has a duel meaning referring to different people within the Body of Christ, “But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 19And if they were all one member, where were the body? 20But now are they many members, yet but one body. 21And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.” (1 Corinthians 12:18-21) Now both meanings are critical for the requirement and understanding of the healthy and complete Body of Christ, but I am making reference to the first meaning, our body parts.  How can we yield to sin and expect to be “instruments of righteousness unto God.”  We cannot.  How can we allow our mind, our heart, and our spirit to run contrary with God’s word and will for our lives and expect Him to walk with us?  He will not.  God said, “Be ye holy for I am holy,” He really meant that. We must first be quickened and strengthened by God to have the ability and strength to say no to sin.  Sadly this type of teaching is not very common in the church today.  Many teach all you have to do is keep asking God to forgive you of your sins and all is okay.  So what we have is the grace of God being made of no account again and again.  Now please know God is longsuffering, but there is a time when God will say enough.  My friend we must never presume on God’s grace, but freely and openly receive it, then turn from those areas of sin that cause us to stumble and fall out of the way.  God does not turn us aside.  God expects us to love Him and His sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ enough that we wilfully turn away, about face or repent of actions and words.  Did you know there are some places you cannot go and still serve God?  Did you know there are some people you cannot hang around with and still serve God?  Friend if you truly desire to serve God you cannot do what you want to do, say what you want to say, or go where you want to go. Please do not buy into the denominational lie allows you freedom in the Spirit.  Oh no my friend, if you desire to truly serve God He will put His yoke (that may be light at times, but at other times is hard to carry) upon you and lead you as a team of oxen is led to the field to work.  This is the spiritual place of growth and development. This is the place of coming to know God.  This is the place God desires to take us all to, a place of limitations and restrictions where we are limited to the word of God and restricted to what He desires for our lives. What a glorious place. This was the place the Father wanted for the Son.  Sadly I do not see and hear the church preaching a message about knowing God.  Now God’s love and grace (which is very important) is preached almost at nausea, but knowing God, which is His prime focus so that we can be conformed into the character and nature of His precious Son Jesus Christ, is almost never discussed.  The writer of Hebrews (I believe to be Paul) tells us, “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:  29For our God is a consuming fire.”  (Hebrews 12:28-29)  Let us have grace not just to have our sins forgiven but, “whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:” Grace is to bring us into that place of restrictions and limitations so that we have a correct perspective of God and His ways.  Not to let us do what we want to do and say.  So many Christians in the Body of Christ presume on God’s and the grace of the Brethren to forgive time and time again. Well this is not God’s idea.  God’s intention is for us to repent once and turn from our evil ways and serve Him with “reverence and godly fear.”  It seems not too many Christians have a fear of God and why? Our denominational teaching has boiled God down to a big sugar daddy.  Well, the next verse (29) does not call Him a big sugar daddy, oh no my friend, ”For our God is a consuming fire.” Many Christians do not draw near to God, because of this very reason, “God is a consuming fire” and they do not want to get burned up, they want to live and not die, they want to do what they want to do and say.  When we draw near to God all that we are that is not of Him is consumed in His righteousness.  Who wants to die?  Who wants to carry a yoke around all of their lives?  Only those who really love God and desire His ways  brought into their lives.      

Much more next week on being strengthened by God.  Please understand we must prayerfully read (by the Holy Spirit) spiritual material if not it will be  no good, but cause us to miss the mark and stumble out the way God has for us. 

ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
        The Appropriating of Faith
Please allow me to help you with your faith.  Many of my Pentecostal friends think I do not believe in the spiritual realm, but I do.  They think I am not spiritual (whatever that word means), because I do not make an outward show with my emotions to express my belief. God is not trying to make us feel good or happy, oh no, He is trying to kill our fleshly nature and ways.  It is sad, we use the Gospel today to deliver us from pain and suffering, but in reality the true Gospel brings suffering into focus and into our lives. Most churches take away the suffering needed to experience spiritual growth in humility.  I find those who express their belief outwardly have little understanding of God’s word, His true ways, and worse, less of God’s character. My friend there is a very vivid and real spiritual realm, but for us to tap into it we must possess a God-given ability in our spirit.  This mystical realm is not reached by the works of our hands or words of our mouth.  It is reached by faith and faith alone, not our faith, but the faith God gives us to believe. Believe what? Faith to believe for everything we want or need? No faith to believe what God said. This thought, what God said, is a progressive and continual revelation we must have moving in our understanding at all times.  Often we are like Elisha’s servant Gehazi, “And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?  16And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 17And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.”  (2 Kings 6:15-17)  For us to “fear not” God will have to open the eyes of our understanding to get us to believe what we cannot see with our natural senses.  Now I am not sure, but the longer I go with God the more convinced I am that God made man to operate more in the heavenly realm than in the earthly realm. God breathed life into man making him an eternal and heavenly being and put him on earth, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7)  Please do not call me a human being I am not, I am a heavenly being conquering this human existence.  For us to move in faith we must get the wisdom and understanding (Proverbs 4:7) of faith.       
We know by the scriptures what faith is, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  (Hebrews 11:1)  Paul in Galatians tells us how faith works, “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.”  (Galatians 5:6)  And in some of my previous writings and in John we see the “rule of three operating” and understand how faith operates, “Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?”  (John 11:40)  But how do we tap into the faith needed to move in God’s will and purpose for our lives?  How do we appropriate the faith needed to function correctly in God to believe what He has said?  Now it is very important to know faith is not getting God to do something for us, but having the ability to tap into what He has already done for us.  Faith helps us appropriate what God has already provided for us.  Everything God will ever give us, faith included, He has already given us.  There is nothing else God needs to give us to do His will on earth as His will (Matthew 6:10) is settled in Heaven.  We cannot work up our faith up by listening to the Bible on tape, CD, or DVD hoping for more faith.  Now please hear this thought, “faith cometh by hearing. “So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”  (Romans 10:17) Paul could not have been talking about the Torah (the Jewish  Book of the Law) or the Bible as we know it because it had not yet written.  The answer is quite clear we must be able to hear God speak to us.  Faith cometh by hearing and hearing, not faith, comes “by the word of God.” Many Christians think if they can hear the Bible preached on some media they will get faith.  Well, if this be true then all who attend church services will have faith and we know this is not the case.  I think the Greek version of Romans 10:17 is more complete in revelation and understanding. “Faith cometh by hearing a word from God.”  (Romans 10:17 (Greek)   Please remember, if we want to “truly” (take a physical thing or concept and project it into the heavenly, like Jesus did with bread and a vine) understand the Scripture we must go back in translation not ahead.  The truth in the Bible is contained in the original words as the Holy Spirit brings to our understanding what is “truly” happening, and not in the translation after translation further away from the original thoughts.  We must take heed and really be careful in this area.  Hearing just one word from God can carry you for years.  Hearing just one word from God is enough strengthening for us to endure and persevere tough areas and difficult situations in our lives.  Hearing (understanding) a word like, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee” will be all that is needed to withstand life and its many troubles. The only way we will be able to appropriate the faith we need is when we hear God speak to us.  For it is in the hearing from God we will have the faith to do what God has called and purposed us to do.  Not the faith to do all things, but the faith to do that which God has spoken to us to do.  For in the word God speaks to us is the faith and all things needed to do what God has asked us to do.  Faith comes by us hearing God speak to us.  Now God is not a chatter box, God spoke five times to Abram in 25 years. God does not use alot of words, He chooses His limited words for maximum impact in our lives.  And for us to be able to hear God speak to us we must have a spirit that is quiet and still, because God does not speak loud. “And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 12And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.”  (1 Kings 19:11-13)  Jesus was not really too concerned with what people did, but was extremely concerned with how they did them.  For us to be able to hear from God, we must be able to hear correctly, “Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.” (Luke 8:18) Our concept of God’s ways are so shallow in understanding and backwards. What we think is really important to God is probably not as important.  Many Christians think the blessings of God equal the approval of God and goes after them (driven by their greed) with all their might, but not so in God. Obedience to God alone is His measure of approval.

My friend for us to be able to hear God and appropriate faith we must have a soft spirit and a broken heart to hear His voice.  The ears of our heart must be trained, we must “learn” of Him to hear a lowly and meek spirit.  Jesus said of Himself, ”Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  (Matthew 11:29)  Spiritual ability comes out of a broken heart. My friend we are not getting into eternity without a broken heart.  It is clear the way up is down. The further we can go down the closer we will be where Jesus is and the easier it will be for God to give us revelation, rest, and for us to appropriate the faith to take on the yoke of learning and so much more. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

Going to the Movies?


You cannot drum up repentance or change a heart condition with a movie. A good anointed, hell-fire, and brimstone preaching goes a lot further.  The preaching of the word of God is what pricks our heart.  In Titus Paul tells us, “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 3But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour;” (Titus 1:2-3) This commitment by God to Paul to preach the word of God is the same commitment, given by God, to us to preach the word of God. Movies, pageants, plays, musicals and the like can not do it.  It is no wonder those that say they have given their hearts to the Lord are merely a flash in pan for God. No wonder the church in America has lost its power and authority in God. Commitment comes out of hearing and reading the manual. A good practice to get into when we receive a new gift is to read the instruction manual, an important step in commitment. Remember what we win someone to Christ with is what we have won them to. If people are won to Christ with the preaching of the word God they will be won to God’s word, if other things are used then we have won them to those things.  And if preaching is what God intends for us to share His word, why do we spend so much time singing and dancing? There is a big difference between singing and movies (an emotional approach to God) and real anointed preaching (more a spiritual approach to God).


Also those circumstances that God daily orchestrates in our lives will prick our heart and conscious. Movies like singing are entertainment please do not count them to do the work of the Holy Spirit.  The word of God and the hard and difficult experiences in God are the tools God uses to fashion our lives into the image and character of Jesus Christ. Emotional things (such as movies and singing) are fleshly and can never produce the Spirit.  John tells, “that which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit.”  (John 3:6)  A Christian movie that was shown during a church service was the same movie we have in our collection. Although it followed the events of one of the Gospels it left us cold, empty, and hungry. The word of God must be brought forth from a man who has been broken and contrite before God.  This is the chief requirement to be able to speak for God. This too is why many Pastors do not speak for God it is too costly and hard to be dealt with by Him, it is much easier to show a movie or tell a couple hip stories then spend the time before God to get a fresh word. Man’s attempt at explaining Scripture while entertaining us with a movie is not Spirit, but forgery. Now I will be the first to admit I like to watch movies, but if I want to watch a movie I will rent it or plunk down the money to go to a theatre.  I certainly do not want to go to church to see a movie. How much better would the preaching of the unadulterated word of God been, instead of this stupid movie. Why do churches look and sound like movie theatres with wide screens, high-tech sound systems, and special effect lighting while song books collect dust in the back of pews? Interestingly enough we cannot go past our forbidden time limit when preaching (people get up and walk out), but it is okay to go past the forbidden time limit while singing (especially a special number) or watching a movie - and not a good one at that.  It seems all so strange to me, we have Bible studies and Sunday school classes in church, but instead of using the Bible we use the latest self-help book from the hottest “Christian” personality. Man does not like to hear the word of God; that goes for singers and dancers too. Our flesh will do everything in its power to prevent hearing we have (both) sinned and come short of the glory of God or how much we need to grow up in God and become mature men and woman God can trust to do His will on earth as it is done in heaven. Sadly in most churches the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, through preaching, has been replaced by songs and movies. What is next, popcorn and candy? God help us. Having a season of prayer, reflection of our sin, and repentance is better accomplished by the stirring of the Holy Spirit not by relying on a dumb movie to stir our hearts towards reflection and repentance. Again, you cannot get Spiritual results with fleshly means. 

     
Now please understand I am not speaking against movies being shown to introduce the Gospel story of Jesus to those who have never heard the wonderful Gospel message (like how the Jesus movie is used overseas), but the movie MUST be followed up with the preaching of the word of God. I am talking about showing movies in churches that have heard the Gospel message and have heard supposedly the truth.  What we need is the pure and unveiled word of God sent from God through His man that goes straight from his heart right to our hearts in power and authority to change our lives.  Now that my friend will beat any movie any day of the week!  Remember the best is yet to come. Written by Karen Stahl           
POETRY CORNER:

           29.  To Prefer Love and Humility to Learning (page 78)

          By Francois de La Mothe-Fenelon
            From:  Fenelon’s Spiritual Letters
People cannot become perfect by dint of hearing or reading about perfection.  The chief thing is not to listen to yourself, but silently to listen to God; to renounce all vanity and apply yourself to real virtues, to talk little, and  to do  much without caring to be seen. God will teach you much more than all the most experienced persons and all of the most spiritual books.  Do you need to be so learned in order to know how to love God and deny yourself for His love? You know much more of good than you practice.  You have much less need of gaining fresh knowledge than of putting in practice that which you have already acquired.              
DEAR FRIENDS:

We (my wife and sweetheart Karen and I) just returned from four days at Duke Medical Center taking care of my father.  My dad is 83 years old and He had been very mistreated by some doctors at another hospital.  My friend it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of our healthcare system without God and your family.  My father has been put through the ringer and yet through it all he has maintained such a wonderful attitude and spirit even to the point of allowing God to speak to me through him.  He has now been in the hospital for 23 days. Every time the medical and nursing staff tells him to do something he said yes sir or yes ma’am. When asked how he is doing my dad replies, nothing could be any better. He is a man who understands discipline and authority, his 30+ years in the military seeing brutal combat, great devastation, and of course great loss of life in World War II, Korea, and Viet-Nam has served him well in developing his attitudes and perspective.      

As I look at my white haired father (along with the IVs, foley catheter, and the two drains draining bile and pus from his liver bed and abdomen) I see faithfulness, devotion, and great dedication, but also I see the scriptures being fulfilled. Scriptures such as; “Because all flesh is as grass, and all glory of man as flower of grass; wither did the grass, and the flower of it fell away, 25and the saying of the Lord doth remain—to the age; and this is the saying that was proclaimed good news to you.”  (1 Peter 1:24-25)  My friend this process of growing old is a process God has ordained in our life.  This is the process God has chosen for us to ultimately be with Him.  This also is the process God has ordained for our spiritual growth and development.  Not too many Christians are really concerned about spiritual growth and maturity, but everything God has created grows and must develop or it will prematurely come to the end and purpose God has planned. Many Christians are more concerned about being delivered, this is the heart cry of most in the Body of Christ today, God deliver me from my troubles and sicknesses.  Well my friend no where in the Bible did God deliver anyone.  Daniel went into the lion’s den, the three Hebrew children went into the fiery furnace, and even Jesus was not delivered from the cross. Oh no my friend, Jesus was not delivered from the cross. And yet through these troubles they were developed, even Jesus.  Because He humbled Himself and endured the cross He was given a name above all names. Spiritual growth and development, God’s major goals in our lives, comes our way through troubles and problems in our lives not by way of singing songs, waving flags, and speaking great swelling words about each other but, in silence and brokenness of spirit and of heart.  A silence where God has stilled our words, desires, and thoughts.  A broken heart is the real sign of God working in our lives, not fame, riches and wealth as the nominal church of today teaches.  We often fail to come to God’s best for our lives when we depend on our abilities and strength and when we depend on the strong arm of our flesh.  How can we grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18) when we depend on something that, “all flesh is as grass, and all glory of man as flower of grass; wither did the grass, and the flower of it fell away?”   

Sadly time and time again we often depend on our skills, God-given talents and abilities to strengthen us enough to get to God, where real life is found.  Jesus said, He came to give us life (the life of God) not to make us something wonderful, special, rich, famous or take us all to heaven.  When we lean on our strong arm of the flesh we miss the mark and fall out of the eternal way God has purposed and planned for us.  Jeremiah gives us the right direction and hope, “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD. 6For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. 7Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. 8For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:5-8)  The way of yielding fruit and God blessing us is by trusting in the Lord.  Only if we trust in God will, “be as a tree planted by the waters and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green.”  This is the place of the life of God, but this too is the place of growth as a root digs down (rooted and grounded in God) and the young shoots grows upward, “Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.  8I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause: 9Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number: 10Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields: 11To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety.” (Job 5:7-11) This my friend is the place of spiritual growth and development, this too is the place our strong arm of the flesh is dealt and death blow. And this is the place we can also see God walking with us in the valley of the shadow of death were God walks alone with man.           

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  

12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.

14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
May: Germany, Poland, and maybe Czech Republic


June:    Local Ministry 


July:     India

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 382-9287

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com/
Blog:

http://bhisglory.blogspot.com/
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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