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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory we are changed into whatever glory we can behold of Him. My friend this is a critical point I keep sharing, because it is so miss understood. Please do not miss this eternal point, if you do you will miss the truth moving in 2 Corinthians 3:18 and too miss the life of God He intends us to have through it. What we see in the mirror is all we can be until our vision or perspective is changed to have a greater understanding to see deeper and more focused.  The mirror or “glass” is hazy, but as we look deeper and focus our attention on the image of Christ Jesus we will be changed “into the same image from glory to glory” from one depth of understanding to the next depth of understanding. Let us never forget truth is always from God’s perspective and is always progressive in our understanding.  It matters not to what we think the truth is, our understanding never changes truth.  What matters is do we have the mind of God (through His precious Holy Spirit) in a verse or a given situation and do we know what He is saying and thinking.  For example; when you hear, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:19) quoted most Christians say, “needs” and the projection is for God giving them earthly things, well my friend God is not too interested in giving us earthly things, but He is very interested in and His sole purpose in our lives is to meet our “need according to His riches.” The word “need” (Strong’s #5532) here talks about our spiritual lack, weaknesses, and not necessarily getting a new car, house,   or promotion. Those that teach this doctrine are teaching out of their greed, just lying to you hoping to get your money and favor.  God desires to meet our spiritual lack, our weaknesses, and our infirmities, not make us happy with earthly things.  Paul helps us with what God’s riches are, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”  (Romans 11:33)   God is rich in wisdom, knowledge and judgment.  And, “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”  (Romans 2:4) God is rich in goodness, forbearance, longsuffering, and repentance. You can also see Colossians 1:27 and Colossians 2:2 to see more things God is rich in.  


Now God desires to meet our “need” for a purpose.  This my friend is at the heart of our relationship with God.  Many Christians teach God made man because He was lonely or He wanted someone to glorify Him, this is why we spend so much time working and singing to God, but in reality it is obedience to His words alone that is honoring and glorifies God.  We must never make our approach to God through our emotions or through our mental and physical abilities.  Why do we sing songs to God telling Him how holy and righteous He is?  My friend He knows He is holy and righteous and expects us to be holy and righteous too.  We sing, “I surrender all,” but do we?  He too knows if we surrender all. Take heed with the songs you sing God is listening, not to the melody, but your heart tune.  Is your heart tuned with His or are you just mouthing the words? God made man to know Him, to have a personal intimate relationship with Him and for us to have this relationship with Him, we must be strengthened in the inward man. Our true parts the inward parts; our emotions and our spirit must be dealt with by God so we can stand before Him in His strength. Our human strength is not capable to stand in God’s presence or to do what He has asked us to do or say.  God must strengthen us in the inner man so that we will be able to be obedient to Him. In Ephesians Paul continues to share with us about God’s “riches in glory” and to His purpose in building in us, “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” (Ephesians 3:16-19) The purpose God desires (our choice not His) to strengthen us is so that faith may dwell in our heart, so that we will be “rooted and grounded in love,” so that we will be “able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height,” “to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,” and lastly so that we “might be filled with all the fullness of Christ.”

Over the next months I would like to take (as the Lord leads) Ephesians 3:16-19 and look deep into the “mirror” and see what we can behold of Christ.  I would like to share in a series on being strengthened by God.  Now many will say, I do not understand what you are writing, that is okay, I would ask you to hold my words before the Lord and ask the Holy Spirit in time to open them up to you when you are ready.  I have heard and read many things from Charles Haun, John Wright Follette, Walter Beuttler, Watchman Nee, Fenelon, Michael Molinos, and many others I did not understand, but knew they were the truth.  Truth has a way of hitting us in the stomach and once we hear it we know it is truth and we can never deny it. Truth has ways of confronting us.  If we do not get understanding and revelation by the Spirit we will never be able to possess them.  More during the next month my friend on being strengthened in the inner man and spiritual growth and development.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
             God’s Way of Offense 

A few weeks ago while climbing a mountain, in the land of the seven volcanoes, outside of Ruhengeli, Rwanda I slipped in the mud and my right arm struck the Igisura bush.  Words cannot describe the pain I suddenly experienced. Welts upon welts covered my right arm and most concerning was my first three fingers went numb and did not function. Well, I got up embarrassed, shocked, and muddied.  It is good when God can bring us down and muddy up some.  As I continued to climb the mountain (that got steeper and more difficult) I thought of the tree Jesus cursed. “Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. 19And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.“ (Matthew 21:18-19) My thoughts suddenly turned to a great dislike for the Igisura bush.  I even thought (like Jesus) I would curse the bush, but why would I want to do that, the Igisura bush was doing what God created it to do unlike the fig tree in Matthew.  The Igisura bush is a natural fence to keep people and animals out of fields.  The fig tree on the other hand was to bear fruit in season, but did not.  Jesus found this tree not doing what it was created to do so he cursed it.  Now I find this parable most amazing.  Sadly at times I often see in me this fig tree.  This fig tree is not the nation of Israel as many false prophets and teachers teach from Luke 21:29-32, it is a fig tree. “And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees;” (Luke 21:29)   Please read the verses as it is written and do not project your desires for them, no where does Jesus talk about Israel becoming a nation in these verses.  Where in the name of God do these false teachers get these lies from?  But there is a great message to the Church of today in this parable.  Now if I was Jesus I would have magically made the fig tree produce fruit but Jesus did not do that He cursed the tree and it “withered away.”  If Jesus would have changed the plan of creation for this tree it could never come to the purpose and fulfillment the Father intended for the fig tree.  For the fig tree to be fruitful it had to die, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 25He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 26If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be:  if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.”  (John 12:24-26)  Jesus knew the physical principle of fruitfulness, death before fruitfulness.  So too this principle is alive in our lives, death before glorification. The word “Except” is capitalized and means there is no other way.  The way in God to be fruitful is to die (to our self-seeking self-life) and if we do we will bring forth fruit.  Jesus went on to say, “He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.” Yes, we must lose our life for God’s sake to save it for all eternity.  The following of Christ is not into ministry, popularity, fame, and riches as many teach today, but to follow Him into death (please see Romans 6:4-5).  Now here is the lesson for us today.  The fig tree did not produce fruit because it produced leaves.  Verse 19 says Jesus, “found nothing thereon, but leaves only,.” Trees that produce only leaves need to be pruned, if not it will use all of its strength in producing even more leaves and the more leaves produced the less fruitful it will be.  The answer for this tree was to die and have some branches cut away.  So too in our lives.  Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” (John 15:1-2)  If we will not allow God to prune our lives we too will use our strength to produce religious fruit and works of the flesh and sadly like the fig tree all God can do is curse us because we too are unfruitful.  God cannot and will not bless an unfruitful tree or child.  God must be able to kill our earthly ways and close our mouth, even show us every man is a liar.  One the greatest tools God uses to prune us is offense.  God seldom uses hardened tools of metal and stone, but tools of the spirit and flesh that cut us deep and wide.  And offense is widely used, it cuts us at the very essences of our heart and thinking. My teacher, Charles Haun, always said the preaching of the word of God is to offend us.  I will be honest I did not understand that when I first heard it, but as time went on, as I grew some what in God, and the more I got offended by the Word of God I began to understand what Charles was saying.  The word of God is to expose the offence in us.  Did you know you cannot be offended if there is no offense in us? God took me to a special needs orphanage in Romania to teach me this wonderful lesson.  But this thought of offense goes much deeper then getting our feelings hurt.  In Matthew we find some very confusing and disturbing words, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 37He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 10:34-39)  Here the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Prince of peace comes not to bring peace, but the sword.  The Father’s intention is for Jesus to cause division or a great difference, “variance” between us and our family, us and our self, and us and the world.  Unless God can offend us by showing us the cost and price we must pay to walk with Him we will have no part of Him.  God must be able to open our eyes to the truth of this wondrous walk with Him,  “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 10:38-39)   Here again is that thought of losing our life for God’s sake and finding it.  Please notice losing comes first and finding comes second. Again the spiritual principle of death before glorification, if there is no death in us we can not be glorified by the Father.

My friend God’s way to life leads through us getting offended by the word of God (not at our brothers and sisters (Psalms 119:165))  and as God’s word works death to our self-life He then can work life in our lives. Sadly many Christians want the life of God, the abundant life Jesus spoke about in of John 10:10, but do not know how to get it.  Jesus said, “The thief (not Satan) cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” (John 10:10-11)  The way into the life of God is through being offended to the point we are able to identify with His death, not His life. Jesus could become the way into the Father’s abundant life because He gave, “his life for the sheep.” And, is the servant greater then the master?  At the same measure we can die to our self will be the same measure we will be able to experience God’s abundant life.        

My friend we must allow God to work in our lives. We must allow God to offend us again and again.  We must be able to see what sin has done in our lives.  We must allow God to work in our lives, through his dealings and judgments, beyond John’s revelation of Christ, “Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? 4Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: 5The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (Matthew 11:2-6) John was not offended, but was willing to follow Christ into death.  Let us be like John and be willing to follow Christ into death so we will be able to have His abundant life. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

             Broken and Poured Out 

God is not out to destroy us, but He sure wants us broken. As my husband, Dave has said, “Only the broken are useful to God.” Sometimes a broken person’s infirmity is for the benefit of other people, so they may be broken. Its normal when we witness a loved one going through a trial or tragedy to ask ourselves; why is this person going through this, why is this happening they are such good Christians. This is where we need to rein in our thinking. First of all, God is in control and knows exactly what is going on. Second of all, it may not be any of your business.  And thirdly, it may be happening for someone else’s benefit to break them and draw them closer to the Lord. “The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18). Would we be willing to be broken and perhaps even infirm so that our children or others would be broken and drawn to God?  Some people in hospitals and nursing homes are being “poured out” for their families – so they may be broken and drawn closer to God, “No greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) God goes through great lengths to save people, to bring those circumstances into our lives to draw us to Himself.  He goes to even greater lengths to change our disposition so that it mirrors that of our Lord Jesus Christ. This too comes out of relationship with Jesus Christ so with a willing obedience we go through what ever is thrown our way. This is one reason why the, “I’m a good person so I won’t go to hell” is so erroneous. It’s about your relationship with Jesus. Do you have one? Because that will be the only thing that will get you through some tough situations. Our intellect, our zeal, our good intentions, our own will, can only carry us so far, when everything crashes and burns around us Jesus will be there if we have a personal relationship with Him. Our “goodness” and $2.00 will get us a cup of coffee that’s it. As we are being “poured out” for others, guess who will be there still? When our bodies are eaten up with disease Jesus will be there.  If we are in the deepest darkest prison cell Jesus will be there. In Bankruptcy Jesus will be there.  Let us hold fast to our Lord and Savior come what may, hold fast as we are being broken and poured out for our Brethren. “The Lord redeemed the soul of his servants; and none of them that trust in Him shall be desolate.” (Psalm 34:22)  Written by Karen Stahl.

POETRY CORNER:

  The Mirror

                    By Karen Stahl

That little German woman so small and all alone is a little walking mirror reflecting what’s in my soul.
The hatred and the anger boiling out of me directed at that little soul for all the world to see.
Unkindness and impatience reflections of my heart evil and intolerance all tearing me apart. 

I cry rage and scream at the horror I behold for in that little woman I see the darkness of my soul. 

So could this little mirror be working towards my goal really be a gift from God to purify my soul? 

DEAR FRIENDS:
As we walk with the Lord, He  will take us through some strange and very difficult situations.  My friend we MUST see God and God alone as the one who brings us from near defeat into victory.  This is a major theme we read time and time again in the Bible and a truth God desires to work into our understanding.  On our trip to Romania I had one of those strange and very painful situations to happen to me.  I am not sure, but I could even count this attack coming from Satan.  Now you all know I am not a big fan of blaming Satan for everything bad that goes on in our lives.  He is a defeated foe in our lives and we MUST see him as such.  The more we talk about him, even when we tell him what we are going to do to him in God like binding him, the more power we give him in our lives. There is life and death in the power of our tongue.  Now I believe Satan will do things (and God allows) to discourage or hinder us from doing God’s will.  This was the case in Romania, but in the end God was glorified and we went into Bulgaria and proclaimed the word of the Lord and shared the life of God to the people and Church in Silistra, Bulgaria.

The night before we were to depart for Bulgaria we were asleep and I felt a bug on my face.  For the past two nights bugs have been eating Tony Hardin feet.  Tony would wake up with red welts and bites on both feet.  While it was 03:30 in the morning and I felt this bug on my face so I swatted it away and it ran into my left ear.  I could not believe it, I had a bug in my ear.  I sat up in great pain and said, “Tony I have a bug in my ear.”  It was like someone sticking an ice pick in my ear.  Tony got up and turned on the light and said, “Are you sure?”  I said, “yes, do you have q-tips?”  He said yes and handed me one.  I dug and dug probably driving it further but could not dig it out. When I stopped and it stopped I could hear either it or myself breathing. It was strange to hear the breathing, but when it moved oh my God the pain.  I got up and went to the shower thinking I could wash it out of my ear, well I tried and tried, but it seemed to go further into my hear and with each movement of the bug the pain grew greater.  I got out of the shower and went to Vasilica’s (our pastor host) room and said Vasilica, “I have to go to the hospital I have a bug in my ear.”  Vasilica replied, “Are you sure?”  I said, “That is what Tony said and yes I am sure.”  Vasilica said, “Let me see.”  We went back to our room and Vasilica looked into my ear and said, “I cannot see anything.”  Then Vasilica did the most amazing thing, he put his mouth over my ear and sucked for all he was worth, nothing.  I later asked him what made him think to do this and he said the thought just popped into his head.  I truly believe God gave him the idea.  For a second time Vasilica put his mouth over my ear and with all of his might he sucked and said, “I see it and he flicked this big black bug about ¾ of an inch to the floor.  The bug then scurried under the bed to safety.  I was stunned what an experience to have a big black bug in my ear.  I thanked Vasilica and Tony and we went back to sleep.  At the breakfast the next morning table we had something to laugh about (at my expense), but my friend I knew this was only the beginning of things to come in Bulgaria. Make no mistake my friend as we go with God we will face things in the spirit realm that must be dealt with in the spiritual and the physical realm to accomplish your mission. We must take heed and be careful to be able to judge or separate those things which are moving in the physical realm and those things moving in the spiritual realm that are effecting the physical realm. We must have this where with all in God to be able to judge things for what they are so that we can move correctly to give the remedy. Physical remedies are  satisfied in the physical, but spiritual remedies can be satisfied in both the physical and spiritual realm.  Our test is to know the difference.                       
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
November:  Local Ministry

December:  Turkey 


January:  Germany (projected)
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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