
	BEHOLDING HIS GLORY 

	October 2007
	                                                  Volume VI Number 02


          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory we are changed.  This change happens in us as we learn to adjust to God’s sovereign will in our lives. Divine adjustment is God’s perfect plan for our lives and not so much being delivered from problems.  Our prayer life is to resemble this truth, but sadly it falls way short of God’s purpose for us in prayer.  Prayer is not telling God who and how to heal someone or giving Him a list to pick from to make us feel better.  God is not interested in trying to make us feel better, oh no my friend. God is interested in conforming us into the glory of His precious Son Jesus Christ.  John tells us, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) And as we behold His glory we are changed into  “(the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) (Jesus Christ) full of grace and truth”  we can behold, not all grace and truth, but only the grace and truth we can take within us. Many teach once saved always saved, well no where in the Bible is this taught by Jesus or anyone.  Others teach once saved we are complete in God and have all powers and abilities, but lack the faith to utilize them.  There is a Greek word for these two doctrines, Poppycock.  If these two be true then why does Paul tell us we must “work out our salvation.” “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”  (Philippians 2:12-13) The actions expressed in Paul’s words here are of one who competes in a gymnastic event for a prize.  In our salvation there is work, there is labor, there is sweat, there is sorrow (Jesus was know as a man of sorrow Isaiah 53:1-3), there is a fullness of joy (Palms 16:10), and so much more.  Now this work is not so much outward as it is inward.   To really understand this point just look at the beautiful trees God made.  On first glance the tree is just standing there doing nothing taking up space, but in reality every minute of the day and night it taking up gallons and  gallons of water and lifts them to the very top of the tree and then pushing the water to the roots.  The bigger the tree the more work it does.  On first glance no work is being done, but for those who know and understand how God operates the effort and purposes God has built into the trees are known.  We like the trees God has built spiritual principles of inward work in us.  It cannot be seen from the outside and only heard in our words and deeds as God works in our lives.  Also like the trees (the bigger the tree the more work done) the longer we go with God the harder our way grows because He expects more of us.   In God if we really want the gold medal it will cost us something.  No champion works out for a day or two and competes in the Olympics, oh no it takes years of dedication and commitment; failing and winning (you must have both) experiencing loss, sweat, sorrow, frustration, embarrassment, rejection to be able to win the prize.  Not too many people want these rewards to be able to stand by God’s “right hand” which is a place of honor and exaltation.  In God the prize is not going to heaven, but “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”  (Psalms 16:11)  I wonder why we are so fixated on going to Heaven? Now please do not worry I am going to Heaven and I hope I see you there, but Heaven is not my focus pleasing God is. And if I please Him here on earth; “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore” and after earth I will go to Heaven.       

For us to be able to have these things God has for us now, and in the future, we must allow God to do that  inward work in us.  And as He works in us He creates a place in us.   Where we experienced an area of loss, now He fills the dark and empty void with spiritual gain.  Remember, God measures our gain in Him by what we lose not by what we do for Him or how we use His spiritual gifts. We cannot hold the things of God unless He is able to make a place to hold them in us.  God’s virtues takes up room in our spirit and our heart. There must be loss to our selfish, self-seeking ways.  There must be loss to our desires, motives, and wants for things of the world so that God can fill us with His “grace and truth” so that we can be conformed into the word that became flesh that dwelt among us.  More next month on God’s divine principles of  spiritual growth and development through our adjustment to Him.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
 Prices We Pay to Minister the Gospel                                       

I wonder why we think in God we get things free?  All we have to do is ask and God just gives them to us.  Why we even have present day doctrines that teach this lie.  No my friend in God there is a price we will pay to know God.  Paul prayed, “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.” (Philippians 3:10-11)   Now Paul knew all to well, “the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death” and if we desire to minister life to God’s people we too must embrace and desire to be “made conformable unto his death” not His life.  If we desire to live we must die to our desires, thoughts, and ways.  And for this to happen we will pay a great price.  The greater the price we pay the greater our ministry will be.  Remember our revelation (what we know of God and how He operates) of God is the measure of our authority and power in God.  And Paul knew God, “Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” (2 Corinthians 11:23-27)

Around the turn of the century the message of the gospel really changed.  No longer was the cross preached.  No longer was our sin and how it separates us from God preached unto repentance.  No longer is spiritual growth and maturity important.  Now what we hear is; God loves us and He wants to give us good gifts.  His destiny for us is to go to heaven, well if we do not die now on earth to our self, we will never ever rule and reign with Him in this life and the next life to come.  Now my brother God’s gifts are true (Jeremiah 29:11), but this all comes after we have paid the price God is looking for us to pay.  It could be summed up using modern terms as perks without the works.  If we desire to live in the fullness of God, we must first die in fullness of our self-seeking, selfishness, and self-life, we must die to our flesh and carnal ways. We must allow God permission to openly deal and judge in our lives so that we will be able to receive His precious promises and become like His dear Son Jesus Christ.  

Last week I returned from Rwanda, East Africa. What a powerful time in God we had.  Now I have been in many countries in the world, but without a second thought I must say I have never been with a group of people that have a hunger for the word of God then the Rwandan people. Please understand, the hunger for God’s word is measured not in the desire for the hearing but the receiving.  When we hunger we are satisfied when we eat, not when we look at the food.  In the town of Ruhengeli I had the pleasure of meeting Bishop John Nshimiyimana (I met him last year in Bukoba, Tanzania), Emmanuel Ndolimana, and Mashuli Etienne, Samuel Kamanzi (from the Congo), and other great men of God.  How I thank God for these wonderful men.  The next day after I arrived we headed out about one hour from Ruhengeli to minister at a local church.  I was told to wear good shoes for walking, well I needed hiking boots.  We were in the land of the seven volcanoes. The ground was lava based and the way was rough walking, wet, and always up hill.  You can guess what happened, yes I slipped in the mud.  How embarrassing my nice white creased shirt, tan docker pants, silk tie were muddy and as my right arm came to rest on the ground it fell into the Igisura bush that attacked me.  I am told they plant this bush instead of a fence to keep people out of their fields.  Well, I have never felt such pain so fast before.  I looked at my arm and it was nothing but welts upon welts, my first three fingers became numb, and did not function.  And I am to minister twice today?  I thought no way, let me out of here.  But that would not be what God wanted this day. Emmanuel and Mashuli cleaned me up some and we marched into the church with my arm limply hanging at my side and met God.  What a presence of God, what a hunger for the word by the people.  My words spoke of humbleness and lowliness of heart and I was the visual aid for the day.  A big American muddied and humbled by an African bush.  As we minister we must always be careful to understand the word we teach God will make us eat them to be able to share them.  I am ever learning God is good at making us eat our own words.  Later my blood pressure went up super high, but God and the Brethren took great care of me while I was paying the price to be able to share the word of life.  Make no mistake my friend there is a cost, a price you will pay to know God’s power.  There is a different cost a different price you will pay to know God’s presence.  And if you desire to know God’s person it will cost you what it cost Jesus, it will cost you your life. But that is the Father’s way, if we lose our life for His sake we shall find our life.                    

The cost and price to minister the Gospel are many, here are a few we normally do not think of from my teaching on Spiritual Leadership I shared in Rwanda:

1.  Self-Sacrifice.  Self-sacrifice is part of the price that must be paid daily,  A cross stands in the way of spiritual leadership, a cross upon which the leader must consent to be impaled.  Heaven's demands are absolute. "He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."  (1 John 3:16)  The degree to which we allow the cross of Christ to work in us will be the measure in which the resurrection life of Christ can be manifested through us in spiritual leadership. Remember, scars are the authentic marks of faithful discipleship and true spiritual leadership.

2.  Loneliness.  By it's nature, the lot of a spiritual leader must be a lonely one.  He must always be ahead of his followers. Though he must be the friendliest of men, there are areas of life in which he must be prepared to tread a lonely path. Human nature craves company, and its only natural to wish to share with others the heavy burdens of responsibility and care.  Moses paid the price for his leadership, alone on the mount, and alone in the plain; the crushing loneliness, misunderstanding, criticism, and impugning motive.  And times have not changed, there is nothing new under the sun.

3.  Fatigue.  "The world is run by tired men." The ever increasing demands made on a leader drain the nervous resources and wear down the most robust physique. But, the true spiritual leader knows where to go for renewal. Paul knew this secret,  "For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day."  (2 Corinthians 4:15-16)
4. Criticism.  There is nothing else that so kills the efficiency, capability, and initiative of a leader as criticism or a thing that directs ones attention toward their inabilities as criticism.
     (a)  Destructive Criticism. It chips away at his self-respect and undermines his confidence in his ability to cope with his responsibilities.  No leader is exempt from criticism, and his humility will nowhere be seen more clearly than in the manner in which he accepts and reacts.  "A soft answer turneth away wrath" (Proverbs 15:1)
     (b)  Constructive Criticism.  Sets one toward self-examination, heart-searching, and prayer which always leads to a deeper sense of utter dependence in God.  
5.  Rejection.  "No man is ever fully accepted until he has, first of all been utterly rejected.  The rugged path of utter rejection is trodden not only uncomplainingly, but with rejoicing.  We often times will go through the fire and pruning, but this the divinely appointed way to the wealthy place in God.  

     (a)  God's way is full of  limitations and restrictions leading us in a very narrow way, but ends in a broad place in God, full of life. <  

     (b)  Man's way is broad without limitations or restrictions, and  ends up in a very narrow way, that leads to ruin, loss, and death. > "Often the crowd does not recognize a leader until he has gone, and then they build a monument for him with the stones they threw at him in life."

6.  Pressure and Perplexity.  God treats the spiritual leader as a mature adult, leaving more and more to his spiritual discernment and giving fewer sensible and tangible evidences of His guidance than in earlier years.  The longer we walk with the Lord, the less we will hear His voice and maybe feel His presence.  This perplexity adds to the inevitable pressures incidental to any responsible office.  But do not worry, when the time comes to act, God always responds to His servant's trust in Him.  

7.  Cost to Others.  There is often a very real cost that has to be paid by persons other than the one entrusted with leadership.  Indeed, it is they who sometimes pay the heavier price.  Right or wrong they follow the leader in the direction He is leading.   
8.  Reaction to Adverse Opinion.  Paul set before us a valuable pattern in this regard.  "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ."  (Galatians 1:10) To Paul, the voice of man was faint because his ear was tuned to the louder voice of God's appraisal.  He was fearless of man's judgment because he was conscious he stood before a higher tribunal.
Brethren let us be willing to pay the price God is asking us.  Do not expect to minister the word of God without paying the price. So many preachers try and think they have succeeded, but in the end they realize they are only trying to persuade men and God is far from them and their words.  Let us be honest and truthful before God and ourselves.  Let us be willing to be the sacrifice God is looking for so that His will on earth can be done as it is in Heaven.   Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

      Invitation to the Marriage Supper

As we made plans for Connie’s wedding, I started thinking of our marriage supper. Traditionally in our culture there is a reception following the betrothing of love and pledging of vows for each other; a dinner given on behalf of the bride and groom by the father of the bride.  It is the first time as husband and wife they sit together and eat.  The symbolism here is rich and eternal. In our case we decided on having a simple dinner at our home. As I pondered our choice it occurred to me that the marriage supper wasn’t the end of the wedding, but was the beginning.  It was the beginning of two people becoming one; the bride and the groom coming together in newness of life and in an eternal bond.  So to is the “marriage supper of the Lamb;” it is not the end (through it is mentioned at the end of the Bible) of time and life as we know it on earth, but it is the beginning of what next God has in store for us. John shares this most amazing thought with us, “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  9And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, these are the true sayings of God.”  (Revelations 19:7-9)  In verse 7 and 8 “the wife (us, the church, the Bride of Christ) hath made herself ready” and “she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean, and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints.”  The “marriage supper of the Lamb” is the beginning of our new walk with the Lord in our next life. We must never forget this time on earth is mainly about learning how to correctly function and operate with God in our next life. Now please understand there is an invitation we must accept to be able to be seated with Christ (the Groom) at the supper table and only those that have their wedding garments “arrayed in fine linen, clean, and white:,” can attend.  Only those who have readied themselves by paying the price through sacrifice, commitment, and overcoming obstacles in this present life will be welcomed. Only those willing to be obedient, humble, righteous, and willing to die to their self-life and selfishness will have a place at the table.  Our invitation depends on our desire and willingness to put up with all of the things God brings our way to make us grow up. Are we willing to walk through the fire now so that we can be purified?  Can we forsake all and cling to Jesus?  Can we plod on with singleness of heart to follow Him?  We must not give up for supper is waiting. We must endure hardships like a good soldier, the Groom invites us come and dine.  Written by Karen Stahl    

POETRY CORNER:

               Solitude

                By Regina Wiencek

Give me the country roads,

The flowering meadows,

The gently rolling fields

Of golden grain.

I long to hear the breezes

In the treetops

And smell the fragrant earth

After the rain.

I long for solitude,

Those quiet moments

Alone beneath the dazzling,

Starlit sky;

To lay aside the things

Which easily confound me,

To sift my thoughts

And thank my God on high.

DEAR FRIENDS:

Turn it over. Never forget God is simplistic and speaks to us in simplistic ways.  If you are expecting God to speak to you in any other way, you will be deceived by the voices you hear.  God often speaks to us in the movement of the clouds, in the growth of trees and grass, and in the babbling of a brook, can you hear Him speak?  The Bible says God even speaks to us in a still small voice. “And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 12And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.”  ( I Kings 19:11-12)  

God often speaks to me while cutting the grass.  Now I like cutting the grass and keeping our yard.  It seems the older I get the more I enjoy cutting the grass and trimming the edges.  I think it has something to do with the falling into ground and living again I see. “Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up.  6In the morning (our youth) it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening (our old age) it is cut down, and withereth.” (Psalms 90:5-6) And every year on earth the grass again grows and the work continues.  As matter of fact, the very first job I ever had was cutting grass.  About four years ago I purchased a electric string weed eater that was perfect for the work I needed to do.  At first all was well, I so enjoyed edging and trimming, but like all good things in God they must come to an end so that we will learn and grow in Him. The string in the spool ran out so I purchased another.  It looked so easy to replace the spool; just put the spool on, put out the string, place the metal guide over the string, and close the assembly.  I started again, but the joy I experienced was replaced with great frustration.  At times it would work fine, but other times I would go a few feet and the line would wind upon itself and snag.  At first I endured having to open the assembly and pulling the string out again and again, but after years of enduring the snags I grew very unhappy with the weed eater. Even cutting the grass, something I so enjoyed became a burden.  Until last week when the Lord spoke to me in my spirit, while fixing a snag, “turn it over.”  I looked at the three pieces involved and the only piece that could possibly be used after being turned over was the metal ring.  I turned it over and it fit perfect.  I closed the assembly and began to trim again, no snags.  As I was working the Lord again spoke to my spirit, “my little children are often like the weed eater, they must be correctly fitted to do the work I have called them to.”  It is no wonder we get frustrated and drop our load, often we are not correctly fitted like the metal ring in my weed eater.  Small details in our lives will prevent us from functioning correctly. My friend God does not account for human error, oh yes our sins are forgiven, but much more must happen, through God’s dealing and judgments, in our lives for us to be joined together with the body of Christ.   “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”  (Ephesians 4:16) Our salvation alone will not join us together in unity, we must allow God to work in our lives, “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:“ (Ephesians 4:13) It is God’s work in our lives that produces God’s unity in our lives.  Many Christians say there is coming a great end-time revival, well my friend I do not believe it.  Please look at the great moves of God in the past, they all were in unity, no denominational partisanship or division.  For another great move of God to hit the earth, all of the denominations must be dissolved and the Church (remember we the people are the church) “come in the unity of the faith, (God’s not man’s) and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:“  
  My friend let us be like that metal ring and be correctly joined to each other so that we will be able to come, “unto a perfect (selfless  Matthew 5:48) man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” If not we will continue getting frustrated and keep frustrating the grace of God.  Let us allow God to work in our lives and bring us into the “unity of the faith” and “unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:”
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          
October:  Tanzania

November:  Local Ministry

December:  Turkey 

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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