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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings my dear Brethren.  It is not enough to just ask Jesus to forgive us of our sins and expect to grow spiritually where we will have a progressive and meaningful relationship with God.  Our sins being forgiven is the beginning of our wondrous walk with God and all along the way.  Whatever God has for us, He will bring opportunities into our lives to conform us into His dear Son Jesus Christ’s image. Now many denominations call this critical process sanctification, call it what you may, but it must happen in our lives.  God must be able to work both His “will” and “good pleasure” into us. “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:”  (Ephesians 1:9-10) God desires us to have truth when He begins to deal and judge in us accomplishing these lovely things which will pass through time into the ages yet to come. Let us not be afraid.  We are in the hands of the living God, and He will see us through.  “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:” (Philippians 1:6) We must let Him finish it. Just as soon as the ground of our heart is settled and in a way comfortable He will put His truth in our heart and plow it all up again. God does not want our heart settled, happy, and static He wants us established, rooted, and grounded in the truth. And this happens only through His dealings and judgments.


In Luke we read, “When the disciples James and John saw this they said, Lord, wilt Thou command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them as Elias did?  But He turned and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” (Luke 9:54-55) The difficulty with the disciples was not in love, or in power, but in Spirit.  The territory that yet has to be discovered is in our hearts.  Did you ever feel that there is a territory in you that has to be taken yet; possessed by Him? Sure there are territories in our being that I have not become conscious if, but God knows and I know that He has to triumph in them for me to come to completion in Him.  He has to go in and make conquest in the territories of His creatures.  Jesus grew and He learned through a law of suffering.  We can grow just as much as we want to and we can learn just as much as we want to.  But we too must learn the same way the Master learned.  Jesus has not made a different way to go, there is an eternal and everlasting way we must go to get back to the heart of the Father. And that way is, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 25He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.” (John 2:24)  Always remember, we are on a journey we do not belong on earth.  We are only here for a period of training and culture; a little period of spiritual exercise to bring adjustment in spiritual living which will be projected in ages yet to come.  We will have all the eternal ages in which we will grow in God.  Why? Because God is infinite.  Do we think we are going to get to the end of infinite?  We cannot exhaust it; neither can we exhaust the revelation of light and truth that shines in God, He is the Ancient of Days.   When Jesus takes us home, all we will take with us is what we have acquired of spiritual value.  What we have allowed God to work His “will” and “good pleasure” in us.  Remember, we can grow in God as much as we want.  It is God’s good pleasure for us to do His will.  And His “will” is for us to grow spiritually, stop being a babe, so that we can know Him.  More next month on knowing God and spiritual growth and development.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
       Brought to Nothing but Silence
One of God’s greatest intentions in our lives is for us to come to a place where we know Him.  Knowing God is the greatest single achievement in our lives, nothing supersedes this critical awareness.  Not even our desire to go to Heaven or even service in the Church is to be greater then knowing God. How can we serve Him if we do not know Him?  How can we trust Him for salvation if we do not know Him? We must have an ever increasing understanding of God as we walk this wondrous way with Him. Many Christians try to serve Him, but never come to know Him and His ways thus they quickly fall away.  In the Psalms David shares these words, “be still and know that I am God.”  (Psalms 46:10) Here in this verse is the central condition of knowing God; “be still.” We cannot be still.  We must be doing something, even for God, 24 hours a day.  We cannot even drive down the road without switching on music or striking up a conversation, even with our self.  We must be doing something, but God says, “be still.”  God must be able to bring us to a place of stillness a place of silence, through His dealings and judgments, if not He cannot use us we disqualify ourselves for service by our many words and self-centered opinions and desires.  Back in 1997 Jake Luffy and I were driving to Poland and then on to Czech Republic to minister. I was driving, and for the first 50 miles I carried the conversation until Jake stopped me in mid-sentence by saying, “don’t you ever shut up?”  His words hit me hard, he then went on for the next 30 minutes or so and shared how being talkative and opinionated revealed a lack of God’s work, through His dealings and judgments in our lives.  His words to me were revelation and life.  How I needed this correction and admonishment.  To some his words may have been harsh, but it is the harsh lessons we learn that keep us on track. Paul tells us (Ephesians 4:15) to speak the truth in love.  If we truly love someone we must speak the truth so that they will be able to hear and understand, thus allowing an opportunity to turn from an area that is not pleasing to God.  Thank you Jake for speaking the truth in love to me.  Remember, if you want people to like you just tell them what they want to hear and what they already know.  But if you want to see them grow in God and come to a place of spiritual understanding in God, tell them the truth, which most times it is not what they want to hear.  I tell folks I am not trying to please them, I am trying to please God.  Paul tells us, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”  (Galatians 1:10)

There are three areas in our lives God must be able to bring to silence if He is going to be able to trust us with our portion of ministry.  The first area is silence of words.  “The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 26It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD. 27It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 28He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon him. 29He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope.” (Lamentations 3:25-29) There is not a lot of talking when we have our mouth in the dust. We seem to have a hard time shutting our mouth.  We want to let people know how much we know and just how smart we are.  Well, dead men do not do a lot of talking.  Many words reveal we are alive to our flesh and God has not been able to kill us.  We must allow God to work in our lives to the point we will have nothing to say.  Our words have been silenced in us and now when we speak God’s words will come from our mouth.  Our words are under restraint and stilled and now God’s words can flow freely from us.  God must be able to bring our words to nothing.  I just returned from a ministry trip to India and Nepal. Karen and three other ladies went with me.  Well, one lady never shut up.  She would get into the van and start talking.  She would get out of the van and still be talking. Where ever she went she was talking and sadly she was saying nothing of real importance.  Even more sadly her talkative nature and opinionated words disqualified her for true service in God.  Her many words reflected the lack of mature understanding and God’s work in her life.     
The next area in our lives God must bring to silence is our desires.  I am amazed how Americans are so full of desires, well God showed me why.  If we have the ability to fulfill our desires on our own we will desire even more, but if we can not fulfill our desires on our own then we will not desire many things in our lives.  Americans have the ability to satisfy their desires from their prosperity.  We now see this thinking in the Church being taught by the prosperity teachers, get from God all you can.  Allow God to give you the desires of your heart.  Well my friend, the last thing I want is the desires of my heart.  I do not trust my heart one bit.  Unless our heart has been dealt with by God we will desire things not of God and get off track and fall out of the way.  Jesus taught, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”  (Matthew 5:6)  We are filed with whatever we hunger and thirst after.  If we hunger and thirst after the world and its things we will be filled with them, but if we hunger and thirst after righteousness and the things of God we will be filled with them.  God must be able to bring our desires for things to a silence.  He must be able to bring a stillness in our spirit for what we want to see come to pass in our lives, in our ministry, in the world.  Remember, God is God and we are not.  Even Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (where oil is pressed) was brought to a place of silence to His desires.  In Matthew we read, “And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” (Mathew 26:39).  “Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt,” Jesus had a will, a desire that was not what the Father wanted, but He submitted His will, His desire for the Father’s desire.  We too must submit our desire for the Father’s desire if we are to ever come to a place of knowing God and His ways.   God must be able to kill our desires, even for the so called Godly desires that are not of Him.  In John we read, “The thief (not the Devil) cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)  Today our focus and thinking is after this abundant life of things, but Jesus was not talking about earthly things and desires He was talking about the life of God and having “it (the life of God) more abundantly.”  If God is going to be able to use us He must be able to kill our desires, bring them to silence in us so that He can fill us with His desires and will.
And lastly God must be able to silence our thoughts.  “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” (Isaiah 26:3)  It is no wonder many Christians are full of fear and dread, their minds are not “stayed on thee.”  Their thoughts are never at rest, never still. Their thoughts are always looking for ways to fulfill their destiny. Rest never comes to the one whose thoughts are always laboring and anxious. A mind laboring in much thought can never build a trust in God.  But a mind “stayed on thee” is trusting in Thee.  If our mind and thoughts are on God we will then begin the building process of trust in us which is far beyond faith.  The spiritual order is:  faith, trust, and rest.  Rest is the place God desires to take us all too, but before we can come to a place of rest we first must come to a place of trust.  And when our thoughts come to a silence in us we are then able to trust God for everything we need and as we trust God more and more we then are able to enter into His rest.  All of this happens as we allow God, through His dealings and judgments, to silence in us our thoughts.  The last hurdle to inward strength and peace is in our mind and thoughts.  The goal is to be able to come to an inward stillness where God is at the center of our life, an inward stillness where nothing shall be able to move us.  If God cannot get us to a place of inward stillness then we will be moved by our emotions and feelings and this will never do. Brethren God must be allowed to bring us to place of stillness and silence, if not then He cannot use us we are disqualified for real service. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

            The True Church of God

The Churches in the United States and most parts of the world are sadly and woefully lacking. Oh sure they have big fancy buildings and facilities, all kind of committees, programs, an office with email and Blackberries for everyone, titles – all of the bells ad whistles.  Yet in the Kenyan Churches the opposite is true.  In Kenya there is more of a Spirit of God and a true hunger for the word of God, but less of the bells and whistles. They may be poor and naked, but they are not blind. They are rich, clothed in God, and can see He who is invisible.  Not to mention true fellowship with the Almighty and each other.  Some of the Churches of Kenya merely had an out house with the standard eastern toilet. No running water. They had wooden hand made benches for pews. The nice ones had wobbly second story Pastor’s offices with rickety hand made steps.  Most Churches had dirt floors. Apparently God did not mind the lack of amenities because He did show up time and time again. I felt more at home in the small Kenyan Churches, half a world away then I have felt here in the States.  Every Church we went to in Kenya we were received graciously.  The young men and Pastors wives carried our Bibles, cleaned our shoes, and led us to our seats.  The young men attentively and respectfully carried out the orders of the Pastor: go here, get water, bring this, etc. etc.  They were learning to be servants.  You sure do not see that here in the States. Shame on the evangelist, preachers, and teachers who despise to get their shoes dusty.  Who think they are too good to use an outhouse.  Shame on you who stifled God’s call to the poor. Shame on you as you sit in your comfortable Churches, “Well, I can not leave my congregation.” Mule muffins!! God has provided men who can take up the slack to preach and teach in your absence. Please do not flatter yourself. Quite frankly it will do you and your congregation a world of good to see how the other half of the world lives. And see how much we Americans “miss the mark.” We in America are like the Children of Israel when Moses delayed to spend time with God, “And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.”  (Exodus 32:1) and “And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.”  (Exodus 32:6)  We do not like God’s ways and methods so we make ourselves new gods to worship. Today we have made the god of the denominational Church, we today are no different than them. And the direction of our worship as in Exodus 32:1 is “Up” or into presumption.  The direction of false teaching is always “Up” and not down were God resides. “Up” is always a leading away from the truth and towards nice comfortable things in life.  A desire for a quick victory and no struggles.  A false god is a false god no matter the time era. We can not wait on God to do things according to His will and ways, we bring offerings, but God does not receive them so we make up our own doctrines and traditions driving away the Spirit of God far from our places of worship.  Church now is but a time to play, eat, and drink a time to conduct business and have meetings. This is a picture of the American Church today with all of the bells and whistles and desire for ease. I say this not because I am a leader, not because I am a Pastor, but because I am a comfort loving American woman who likes hot showers, clean bathrooms, and cable TV. If a wimpy, non-athletic, non-outdoorsy woman can travel to the outermost villages in Kenya to support her husband and so can those who stifle God’s call to go to the world and make disciples of all nations.  Jesus has not changed His mind.  If Jesus said “Go” (and He did) then this is His leading and will for your life.  And as you go, He will take good care of you. Your going is not for God’s benefit or the benefit of the people on the other side of the world oh no my friend, it is for your benefit. By not going you lose that which God has for you in the going. Remember, if God sends you then God will take good care of you. I am living proof. Let us hear the call loud and clear, do you hear it my brother and sister? Let us not listen to the call to pull down our Churches (barns), “And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  21So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:18-21) and build bigger ones, but hear the clarion call to go and make disciples of all nations. God bless you all and remember, the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl.   
POETRY CORNER:

    Take of the Cross
            Jean Conder Soule
“Take up the Cross and follow me.”

I heard it as a fervent plea.

I did not know from whence it came.

And yet I knew it was the same.

As one that I had heard before,

Chose not to listen, and ignore.

Those simple words that spoke to me

Promised life eternally,

Peace and joy, salvation too –

The way, dear Lord, to come to You.

This time I took my blinders off,

Opened my eyes, refused to scoff,

Though others claimed another way,
Would lead to wealth and fame.

I bowed my head. I heard Your voice.

I saw the everlasting choice.

Releasing thoughts of worldly gain,

I slipped my yoke of daily pain.

Those bonds of earthly sins at last

Were broken, and my fetters cast

Aside, and now, dear Lord, I know

The well-marked path that I must go

Gladly now I lift my eyes

To answer without quilt and guise,

“Show me the way that I should take;

Teach me the life that I should make.

Truly now, I see the sign –

The Cross You carry is also mine!”

DEAR FRIENDS:

As I travel around the world visiting many people and Churches God gives me wonderful opportunities I could not have had unless I do as Jesus commanded us, “Therefore ye go.”  One of the greatest opportunities I cherish is meeting people in the Body of Christ who can do things I cannot.  How wonderful it is to meet people who can add to the Body of Christ things.   ”From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”  (Ephesians 4:16)  In India I have an outstanding friend named David that plays the base guitar with such life and joy.  I marvel at him as he walks the cords and I cannot even play my hands.  My friend we are to be adding to the Body of Christ, “maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”
 Now this “increase of the body” is to be done is such a way that the Body of Christ is “edified of itself in love.”  We can add many things to the church working and building something for God, but if it does not edify the Body of Christ in love it is nothing more than “sounding  brass or a tinkling cymbals” (1 Corinthians 13:1) making noise. The greatest way we can bring increase to the Body is by sharing the truth from the word of God.  In the Bible there are many messages:  God’s grace, God’s love, God’s provision, God’s wisdom and knowledge, God’s mercy, God’s faithfulness and the list goes on (all of these are to be apart of our lives), but as great and as important as these messages are they are not the main message of the Bible. The main message of the Bible is God’s sacrifice (the message of the Cross) in giving His precious Son Jesus Christ to come and die as a substitute for us.  And if we confess (agree with God what He is saying about us is true) and truly repent (about face and flow in the opposite direction) our sin would be forgiven.  If we then allow God to bring  His dealings and judgments into our lives we will “grow in the grace and knowledge” (2 Peter 3:18) and come to places of spiritual maturity. Now this sacrifice of Christ was done in obedience and humbleness, “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:7-8) We too are to be like Christ whereby we are to; “made himself of no reputation, took upon him the form of a servant, and he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death.” But, sadly these characters of Christ are not apart of our lives.  But, this is God’s intention, for us to be conformed into the icon (image) of Jesus Christ. It is God’s intention, when looking at us, to see His dear sweet Son Jesus Christ looking back at Him.  My friend this will never happen in our lives and in the Body of Christ unless we start teaching the greatest message again. No one seems to preach against sin anymore, but it is the biggest topic in the Bible and was the biggest topic Jesus spoke on while on earth. We have drifted to other messages for the lure of money, fame, and popularity. The message of the Cross does not draw a big crowd, raise a lot of money to build big churches to do mighty works for God. Oh no my friend, the message of the Cross has only one function and that is the power of God, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”  (1 Corinthians 1:18) Please let us put things into proper perspective and stop preaching so much of God’s love, grace, and provision (which are very important) and get to the heart of the matter, “the power of God.” We can either preach a message that makes people feel good or a message that has power to save their souls, the choice is ours. 
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania. $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya. To ensure success of this project and the four Bible Schools they are starting, a 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser (cost only $10,000) is needed to navigate rough Kenya roads and wilderness terrain.  

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:

          September:  Tanzania

October:  Local Ministry


November:  Local Ministry

December:  Turkey (projected)

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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