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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.   Last month we began to look at a concept in God that is strange to most Christians; adjustment. We saw the real, vital thing God is after during this time on earth is spiritual adjustment to reality; a spiritual conception of truth and God. But, we do not like to adjust we want our way when we want it and if we do not get our way we will leave or quit. Today in the church we are taught to overcome and conquer, all things are possible. Many today Christians (because of wrong teaching) believe they can do anything and when they fail they blame God or anyone available at the time, but in truth they are to blame, they are the ones who did not hear from God correctly. When Jesus said, “And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.” (Mark 10:27)  He was talking about His intention for us and our ability to receive from Him.  Every time God speaks in the Bible, He is speaking His intention not a certainty.  His intention always comes to us when we have the ability and strength to receive of Him.  Here in Mark (and in Matthew and Luke) Jesus is not talking about being able to do anything we want to do, but the need to receive of His power and might to do the things He desires us to do.  And, if we receive of Him then and only then, “all things are possible.” The “impossible” in the Greek is Strong’s #102; without strength, impotent, powerless, weakly, disabled.  Without God we like Jesus said, “can do nothing” (please read John 5:19-30) because we lack His ability.  We see this ability from God in operation in the word, “possible” Strong’s #1415 able, powerful, mighty, strong.  My friend only “with God all things are possible.”  Salvation is God’s intention, but whether we receive salvation (or anything from God) is up to us not God.  They are His intention, He wants us to have them very much, but are we willing to pay the price to be able to be strengthened and empowered? The things of God are not free. We pay a great price for God’s treasures and gifts. The greater the treasure, the greater the price we pay. For us to receive we must be able to hear His voice.  


Now adjustment is not comprise.  Adjustment is flowing in whatsoever God is bringing into our lives at this time.  Adjustment is not needing to pray to get God to change His will for our lives.  Adjustment is going along for the ride with God; knowing God knows what He is doing, and that He has a sovereign will for our lives.  Comprise is moving away from the time tested truths in the word of God.  Sadly today we see this too often. Comprise is turning a truth into a lie by twisting the scriptures to support a denominational  belief or political agenda. Comprise is turning our back on Jesus.          

My friend we must be able to hear His voice to grow and develop spiritually.  Why not take a little time to be keen enough to detect His leading and know the whispers of the Holy Spirit; to know the intimation of the Spirit in our inner being.  It need not be in words just that strange, mystical, impact of the Spirit in us that knows.  We are to develop that.  We must take time to learn how to do that, because that is the living and that is living in the Spirit.  We can not get it in a moment.  There are no short cuts and there are no gadgets with buttons we can press so that out pops the answer, what a riggamaroo.  We take this instant thinking into the Spirit, we think we are going to get things from God this way and that we are going to overcome this way and we begin to live in the Spirit this way, but we cannot.  Life in the Spirit holds a lot of drudgery.  But if we become keen enough to detect His voice then when tragedy comes we have the consciousness of His inner life; the presence of God; the voice of God; the courage of the Spirit.  We must take time out to learn these elementary things consisting of the power of the Word (the Bible) and Truth (His words to us), because that is what we have to live by as we move on.  More next month on hearing God’s voice spiritual growth and development.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
  The Great Falling Away 

The longer we walk with the Lord the more we think we know, but in reality what we thought we knew will ever be unfolding before our eyes for all eternity.  A great lesson we must come to appreciate is the progressive revelation of truth.  If we fail to learn this most valuable lesson we will not be able to comprehend God’s ways and will for our lives.  Our existence while walking with God will be unfulfilling at best. Sadly I see many Christians unfulfilled in their walk with the Lord because they are not willing to endure the dealings and judgments of God to bring them into this progressive understanding.  Certainly God’s ways are not our ways. We quickly quote from memory, “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  (Isaiah 55:9), but most often in application we have no real understanding to the “ways” and “thoughts” of God. For us to come close to understanding God’s ways we first must understand our ways and then see the vast difference between our ways and God’s.  But, most Christians today are caught up in the traditions of religion and denominational doctrine to the point they do not know what God wills for their lives.  Paul warns us, “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;” (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3) Odd but so true it is man who deceives man.  And even odder, man most often uses truth to deceive another man.  In the Garden of Eden the Serpent used God’s own words (Genesis 3:1) to deceive Eve. There is nothing new under the sun.  In every bit of deception some truth must be moving in it. So here we see a snapshot, a quick glimpse of what most Christians will be thinking and feeling, “not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word,” when  “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him” will happen.  I read this verse and can see the character of most Christians (myself at times) in the Church today in this verse and almost say, this verse supports Jesus coming back very soon. Now please understand I believe Jesus is coming back, when . . . well I do not know and to be honest I really do not care.  I am not into going to Heaven and getting all of these rewards, I am into Him.  If we serve God to get things from Him we are serving Him for the wrong reason.  There is still much to do for God on earth and I thank Him for the opportunity to be used to help share the good news of the wonderful Gospel message of Jesus Christ.  If I go to be with Him through His second coming, glory be to God or if I go to be with Him through the grave, glory be to God, in all things glory be to God. Deception is moving greatly in the church, many Christians are being shaken and troubled in their spirit and by words, but this “falling away first” part had me confused until I remembered God’s ways and thoughts are not like ours.  Today around the world it seems the church is on the move, in every city, town, and village there seems to be a church on every corner. Why today, we have invented a new word for a large church, the mega-church.  In Texas alone we have many churches with congregations of 25,000, 30,000, even one with 65,000 members. If we are in the last days how can there be a “falling away first” and have all of these mega-churches around?  Either we are not in the last days (I believe we are) and there is not a falling way (I believe there is). Some Christians believe there will be a great end-time revival when Jesus returns, well the Bible does not support that idea. Jesus Himself gives us a glimpse of the churches’ spiritual ability and of the world when He returns, “ . . . Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8) Yes my friend, there is a falling way not in numbers, but to the spirituals truth in the word of God.  God is not so concerned, as man is, about numbers.  God is always after quality, not quantity. I believe Paul was not talking about the physical number of members falling away, but of the churches’ spiritual ability to worship God in Spirit and truth. How we handle truth is always the measure of our spiritual growth and development. The truth of the word of God, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”  (1 Corinthians 1:17-18)  Sadly, “the cross of Christ” is not being taught and has been replaced with messages that center around prosperity, popularity, and influence. Most churches are busy trying to work their way to heaven by programs and church activities on each day of the week.  Churches outside the United States have learned all to well to copy the church in America to their hell bent demise. My friend this type of religion and service will not get you to God.  Truth kills and makes alive, but who wants to hear a message that will kill you? It has always been true and will never change, if you want a mega-church do not tell the people the truth. Just preach a feel good message full of man’s philosophy and self-help motives; that God loves you (which is true), and that is all you need to make it to heaven (which is not true). Now it is true love is critical in our lives, but the Bible says, “Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? 4He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.” (Psalms 23:3-4) Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” (Matthew 5:8)  My friend if we want to be involved with a church without spot or wrinkle and have power to affect lives for Christ then we must desire and receive the truth.  If we want to build and edify a congregation of people who will stand for holiness, righteousness, and not compromise then we must tell them the truth for it is the truth that makes us free. (John 8:32) 

I have often wondered why there will be a great falling away from the truth as Paul and others have shared.  The Lord drew my attention to a very familiar portion of scripture and opened my thoughts.  In Matthew we read, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock (Peter’s revelation in verse 16) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  (Matthew 16:18)  Now Jesus here is not talking about building His church on Peter, but on the revelation that Peter had back in verse 16, (“And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  (Matthew 16:16)), but it was the, “and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” that caught my spiritual attention.  Of course Jesus is talking about the church as the “it” that the gates of hell will not prevail against. But what is the church doing at the gates of hell?  Some would say these gates are symbolic, but I looked it up in the Greek, these gates are physical gates (Strong’s 4439) not symbolic or spiritual. The answer to this question (I believe) explains why there will be a great falling away in the last days.  The church has always been at the gates of hell standing in the way with great resistance, not in warfare or struggle but in the undefeatable might of Jesus Christ. When Jesus stood before Pilate He did so in great resistance to Pilate’s words and authority, but was totally obedient to him.  “It” has been the church that has stood for righteousness and truth to a lost and dying world prevailing against darkness and evil. “It” is the church, the God ordained organization that is to carry the message of the glorious Gospel to all nations and all tongues. The church is the foundation for truth to be articulated in the world, but in the last days, “ . . . perilous times shall come. 2For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,  4Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”  (2 Timothy 3:1-5) In the last days, sadly the church has stopped resisting darkness and the evil forces being held back by the gates of hell, thus the gates of hell are not prevailing.  (Strong’s 2729) Gates are a defensive weapon used to keep things in or out.  And since there is no resistance by the church the gates of hell “shall not prevail” or keep the evil forces behind them and whatsoever was behind the gates now freely move in world and the church.  I really feel Jesus knew the gates of hell, which His Father made, would fall and was telling Peter in verse 18.  He would have to know for He knows everything.    

Brethren let us stand for truth and righteousness. Let us resist unrighteousness and deception at every turn.  Oh friend let us not be carried away by every wind of doctrine and belief, but be established, rooted, and grounded in the message of the cross.  Let us not fall easy prey to the deception that is in the church and world today.  It is our choice what we believe. People are deceived because they believe a lie and not the truth.  God places before us truth and a lie and says, you choose today what you will believe.  The difference in what we believe will be eternally seen, both in our lives now and for ages to come. Written by David Stahl

THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

Karen will not be adding something this month, but remember the best is yet t come.
POETRY CORNER:

He in You

    By Charles Haun
God dons the cloke of darkness black

And hides Himself from flesh men:

Robes of silk and cloth of sack,

Beggars, kings, and next of kin.

Disguised in forms quite unexpected,

Christ manifests Himself aboard

To those He loves, to the elected,

Hiding from the worldly horde.

Jesus clothes Himself with you,

Moves about upon your feet;

Black and white, gentile, Jew,

In fleshly robes He walks the street.

Can your feet take Him to lands

To cleanse some souls, set then apart?

Can he reach out through your hands

To touch with light a darkened heart?

Lend yourself to clothe the Lord,

He has given you His all;

He and you in one accord,

One with Him, that is your call.

DEAR FRIENDS:

As we walk with the Lord there are to be noticeable changes in our thoughts, intentions, and motives.  We   must be able to see the changes that God has worked in our lives.  We must see God (and only He) as the one who can save and change us for the better.  There changes happen in us when our mind and spirit have been renewed by God’s Spirit.  And, as our mind and spirit is renewed we begin to think and function more like God in so many areas.  The more we allow the Holy Spirit to renew us the more we will be transformed into the character and nature of His dear Son Jesus Christ.  The first area of renewal is our mind;  “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”  (Romans 12:2)  How can we know God’s will if our mind is stayed on worldly concerns?  Jesus told us not to be concerned (Matthew 6:31-32) about earthly things, not to be locked into this worldly system of thinking. Many Christians are more concerned about their home mortgage, retirement 401K plan, and monthly income then doing what God has called them to do.  We must allow God to change the way we think.  This change will happen in us when we stop taking into our mind the garbage of this world.  How can we put on the mind of Christ when we have been reading the local daily paper and watching reality TV programs?  My friend we can not think and function with God when our mind is dwelling on the latest episode of “24 Hours?”  We must replace the worldly with the Heavenly.  We do this by reading and meditating on God’s word, the Holy Bible.  By hiding His word in our heart.  How do we do this?  Through displacement. We displace the worldly with the Heavenly.  It is like a battleship sinking into the water. As she settles down to the water line the water, because of her weight and displacement, is driven out from underneath the kneel.  And as we take in the heavenly the worldly thinking will be displaced from our mind.  I hear many Christians say they have bad thoughts and motives even evil intentions I ask how long did you read your Bible today? They sheepishly reply I do not read my Bible.  When we spend time with God’s word His words will be apart of our thinking and actions.         

Next our spirit must be renewed.
“That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  (Ephesians 4:22-23) The word “conversation” here has nothing to do with speaking, but is translated behaviour or conduct.  We are to “put off” (not God’s responsibility, but ours) our former behaviour or conduct so that our spirit can be renewed, then we can “put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” Many Christians expect the things of God “righteousness and true holiness” to happen in their lives, but still operate by worldly means and fleshly ways. God does not reward disobedient children with His treasures.  How can we have boldness to believe and move in faith if we do not believe God’s word to us?  Faith is not seeing, but believing God’s words are true.  Our faith is not seen in our deeds and actions, but in our spirit.  We must sit before God in stillness and silence, communing with God allowing His Holy Spirit to touch and renew our spirit.  We must from our spirit praise God for His faithfulness and mercy not with words (no thinking or praying here) or our emotions (no singing here), but with our spirit. Our spirit pushes up before Him in honor and glory. We must take time for God, if so He will take time for us.  When David went before Goliath I am sure he was scared, but he knew God would take care of him.  God was with him when he killed the bear and lion (1 Samuel 17:34-36) and now he knew God was with him.  David’s spirit was at rest operating not in his ability, but in the confidence of God’s word. He could then say, “Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.” (1 Samuel 17:45-46)  On the hills as David watched the sheep he would mediate on God’s faithfulness and goodness to him. David’s spirit and mind was renewed nothing now would be impossible for him. Let us do our part in renewing our mind and spirit, God then will do His part in making us new.        
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania.  $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya.
5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


 July:  Local Ministry
           August:  Romania and Bulgaria Joint Conference

 September:  Tanzania
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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