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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we continue in our wondrous and mysterious walk with God we will be changed.  Now this thought is important.  We will have no choice to be changed into what we behold if we are “truly” in Him.  With His Spirit working in us and our desire to be changed (both must be moving) and we will be changed.  We sing songs like; “Change My Heart Oh Lord” and expect God to do all the work, well that is not God’s divine process for God’s objective for our life.  It is a partnership we must enter into.  After salvation there is more, much more spiritual growth and development which is a life long process of obedience and faithfulness to God that He will work in our lives if we so desire.  I shutter when I hear Christians speak of their spiritual gifts and revelation of God.  I would think no Christian alive has a greater revelation then Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist. When Jesus started His ministry John was there, “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”  (John 1:29).  John saw the heavens open wide and even heard God the Father speak of His beloved Son, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3:16-17)  But at the end of John’s life his revelation was, “Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?”  (Matthew 11:2-3)  You know it matters what you believe at the end of your life, not the beginning and middle.  The prize the crown is given at the end of the race, not at the half-way point.  At the end John never saw Jesus as the Christ the Anointed One, but only “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world.” It does not matter what revelation you have of God now, be careful in this area.  John never stopped baptizing so God had to put him in a place where there was no water, in prison.  The same man who said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  (John 3:30), but at the end, John’s revelation was, “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?”  (Mathew 11:3)  I do not know about you  my friend but these verses down right scare me. Unless there is spiritual growth and development in our lives our experience in God will only be of salvation (which is good), but God desires so much more for us.

Life is projected upon planes like earth.  We are on a journey back home to the heart of God where we belong.  We are on earth for a period of training and culture; a little period of spiritual exercise to bring adjustment in spiritual living which may be projected upon another plane in ages yet to come.  This little period we call time is just a little probation time in which we are able to make the elementary and fundamental adjustment of spiritual living.  That is all we can hope to do here on earth.   As we learn to adjust we then begin to “grow in the grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)  The real vital thing God is after during this time on earth is spiritual adjustment to reality; a spiritual conception of Truth and God.  Now it takes years, a life time to reach this objective.  Do not expect it in minutes.  There will be something of the life of Christ in us that can adapt itself to another age.  More next month on spiritual growth and development.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
         Our Last Enemy to Conquer
Over the past three or so years (maybe because I am growing older and my body is beginning to fall into the ground as grass withering away) God has been working an understanding into my thoughts about us facing our final struggle, death. In my thinking when I was 25 I was invincible, nothing could harm me, and nothing could defeat me, but funny how my perspective has changed at 52. Today still nothing can defeat me and still nothing is impossible, but at 52 I am now wiser, have had experienced life to some degree, and yes see clearer through the dark glass of falling into the ground and dying.  I see that it is a wonderful process God has for us and we must not fear it.  Now all along the way to 52 my steps seemed to have grown slower. At 40 on the basketball court when my body moved to the right or left my feet did not. They seemed to be stuck in the mire of age and time.  Over the years walking has become more appealing then running. Aches and pains seem to last a few days longer and I do not heal as fast as I use to, but that all is okay with me now that I know aging and its accompanying pain is a part of God’s master plan for our lives and we must not resist it, but flow in what God is bringing our way. I do believe God wants us to live a long and healthy life, so it is incumbent on us to exercise, eat the right food, and do all of those things needed to maintain this incredible body God gave us, but in the end the result will be the same we must face our final enemy, death.  Sadly I do feel some Christian’s have cut their lives short with the knife, fork, and spoon and like salvation this too is our choice.  I thank God for my big brother John who introduced Karen and I to a most excellent life-style of eating properly and exercising whereby we can live life to its fullest. 

 As Believers we must overcome in this struggle with death. Many do not overcome in this area and allow the fear of death to paralyze them.  Please know I have not arrived, my words come hard to me on this topic for my self-life is still alive, but God is slowly killing me. Please understand I am not ready to die, I like the next man want to live life to its fullest doing God’s will for my life, but if I must die to God be the glory. Now anyone who says they want to die lacks wisdom, understanding, and is just plainly lying. I would believe it is a fearful thing to stand before the Lord in His judgment.  Oh we sing songs and profess our joy of this encounter with God, but in reality for most I do not believe this will be a joyous time, even for Christians who will suffer great loss for wrong attitudes and motives they refused to allow God to deal with during their earthly time. The Children of Israel always told Moses they were willing to go and do whatsoever he said, their words exposed their lack of understanding and wisdom. 

Over the last three years God has been working this truth into my life in many ways. I see my father (82) and mother (77) falling into the ground, depending more and more on each other, yet more and more in love.  I think it is the greater dependence on each other that births the greater love for each other in their lives. As I travel more these days (and getting older) God touches my strength and health more often.  When I am weak God and His word that flows through me is much stronger. I really believe God weakens me purposely so that His word can become strength and life to me and others.   It is one thing to speak the word of God from our God-given gifted abilities and strengths, but it is different thing all together to speak the word of God out from a place of weakness.  It must be God doing this for no other power controls my life, and God wants us to be weak, the enemy of our soul (Satan) does not want us to be weak he wants us to be strong in our self, well spoken, educated, and sure of ourselves a very dangerous place indeed.    

 
In 1 Corinthians Paul asked, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.”  (1 Corinthians 15:55-56) and then Paul answers his own questions, “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”  (1 Corinthians 15:57-58)  This work that Paul is talking about is not our service to God and His people, but allowing God to make us “His workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10).  Paul could freely say these words because he was dead to his self and desires.  He allowed God to kill him. He died a little bit each time; “ . . . five times received I forty stripes save one. 25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” (2 Corinthians 11:24-27) How could Paul endure all of this?  Paul was dead! Paul was dead to his desires and emotions that would take him out of God. You can not kill a dead man. Paul was dead to his self and now was willing to die for something greater then himself. Paul was crucified, Paul the person was put to death with Christ, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20) For Christ to live within us we must allow God to put to death our desire, ambitions, and motives. God must be able to work so in our lives to a point where we like Esther are able to say, “if I perish I perish” (Esther 4:16). God must be able to work in our lives to a point where we are no longer afraid of death. Death is our greatest enemy, fear, and is the last struggle in our soul, “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”   (1 Corinthians 15:26) After all, if we are willing to go into the valley of shadow of death, what else can scare us?  I was discussing this thought with Pastor Iacob from Constanta, Romania and he said it is not we are afraid to die, but the fear is how we shall die.  We do not want a painful death.  We want to die like John of old age and not Peter, crucified upside down or James pulled asunder.  Before we can conquer the fear of death we first must die to our desires, motives, and ambitions of our self-life.  Our self-life must be put to death.  Now that my friend is a very painful and long process in our lives.  But the more we allow God to work in our lives through experiences, situations, and circumstances the more we begin to die.  What a glorious death, a death unto life. The more often God can get us alone to run all of our strength out of us and touch our health once or twice we quickly learn how feeble we really are. If we can conquer death God will be able to get us to do anything, truly nothing shall be impossible. We will be able to eat anything and go anywhere.  Even Jesus had to conquer death, “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:8) Are we greater then the Master?  If Jesus had to conquer death to come into the life the Father had for Him then we too must walk the way Jesus walked.  Obedience to God and death always walks hand-n-hand.  Jesus found this out in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Yes, my friend death is our final enemy to conquer and if we allow God to work in our lives, killing our self-life and selfishness, God will be able to bring us into the abundant life He so desires for us.  How can God bring us into His life if we are afraid of death? Let us be obedient to God and allow Him to work in our lives.  Let us be willing to die.  There is great strength in having no fear and abandoning all for Him. Let us be able to stand like Esther and speak words that will destroy the body, all the while knowing God will save our soul.  There is no greater strength.  Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

       Living Under God’s Financial Plan

Dave and I were listening to a local Pastor on TV recently and the Pastor made a remark that I just have to address.  He said, (I am paraphrasing) that if you were a member of his congregation how could you be in debt?  As if, to suggest that all of his congregation was debt-free and had no money problems, mule muffins!! This word of faith prosperity teaching is getting many Christians off track, my friend it is just as destructive as sin.    

Do any of us stop to think that maybe we are right where we are supposed to be? Could it even be possible that God wants us to be in financial problems? Just maybe God wants us to look to Him and rest even in the midst of financial problems.  It is easy for the wife to run out and get a job or two (upsetting the family order) to pay off those pesky never-ending bills, but it is a whole lot more difficult to live within our means and endure. Oddly enough bills never really get paid off. Suppose God wants us to learn to count on Him.  Suppose God wants us to learn to live small, to learn to wait, or heaven forbid do with out!!  Maybe we should learn to behave and live as gracefully as possible even under a mountain of debt without whining and seeking to get this thing off of us. Paul tried this and was strongly rebuked by God.  “For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (2 Corinthians 12:8-9) If you are a child of God there will always be something that will test you, God will see to it, even something to stretch you.  Better a mountain of debt than some catastrophic disease to strike you or your kids.  Would we rather deal with that?  Not me my friend.  I have no doubt in my mind that God could erase all of our debt in one second of time.  Nothing is impossible with and for God.  And yes we are to be good stewards of the money that we have to live on.  Maybe we should just ask God what He wants; what does He think.  Perhaps He just wants us to squirm a little and grow up.  Let us endeavor to keep our eyes on God in the midst of any turmoil.  If we are serving the Lord to the best of our ability, and have not knowingly sinned, where we find our self and what ever we are doing we can rest in God knowing He has led us there for a purpose and He will take good care of us. “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.  24Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. 25I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.”  (Psalms 37:23-25)  Regardless of our problems be they; medical, financial, family, etc., when we are pressed in on all sides let us strive to keep our eyes on the Lord.  Paul learned this from his experience with God’s; “thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me.” Paul personally learned, “I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.” (Philippians 4:12) If you are where you are supposed to be then rest in that do not go crazy trying to amass more money to pay off debts.  Do the best you can and be honest, but ask God what does He want you to do.  In this life time we are going to be “beholden to someone” be it a mortgage company or a landlord, utility companies, a car payment, you name it.  Just rest in God, keep your eyes on Him!  A million years from now it will not matter that you were up to your eyeballs in debt, but how you handled it and endured will matter.  In God it does not matter what we do, but it always matters how we do it.  God bless and remember the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl     
POETRY CORNER:

                 ANYWAY
            By Mother Teresa

People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered.

Love them anyway.

If you do good people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives.

Do good anyway.

If you are successful you win false friends and true enemies.

Succeed anyway.

The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow.

Do good anyway.

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable.
Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight.

Build anyway.

People really need help but may attack you if you help them.

Help people anyway.

Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth.

Give the world the best you’re got anyway.

You see in the final analysis it is between you and God; it was never between you and them anyway.
Words spoken by the Saint of the Gutters.

DEAR FRIENDS:

A few brief months ago we celebrated the Gospel; the death, the burial, and the glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ.  I do not like the term Easter, because it gets its origin from pagan traditions and customs. I like what really happened in the Gospel, the message we are to share with people in the world.  Now we must believe all three things happened. Many Christians believe Jesus never died and was buried, but they believe there was a spiritual resurrection. How foolish and dangerous this false teaching is. This thinking was alive and well in the early Church. Paul told the Church in Corinth and us today, 
“Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.”  (1 Corinthians 15:12-14)  We must believe these verses are true or “our  preaching” and “faith” is in vain.  
It is no wonder the commitment and dedication of sharing the Gospel seems to be getting lost in all of the Christianizing the world through compartmentalizing the Body of Christ into denominations, organizations, and ministries.  My friend Jesus never came to convert the world to Christianity. Jesus’ command to go to the world was to evangelize the world with the Gospel message so that many people would be brought out of the world of darkness so that the kingdom of God, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” (Romans 14:17) could rule and reign in their hearts and lives.   Somewhere we have missed the words of Jesus.  He did not say go and make denominations and orders, He said “go and make disciples.” Also a few months ago I was talking with a good friend of mine and he brought to my attention (and I thank him for this) how I often beat up denominations in my writings.  I will be more careful, but I have heard of and personally have had many ungodly experiences with all types of denominations and organizations, so thinking I was a non-denominationalist he asked what I was, I replied a Christian.  Brethren that is all we are to be just a Christian.  Anything else we do or belong to will be adding to the Gospel and making the message of the cross of none effect. “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words (doctrines of men, religious traditions and customs), lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.” (1 Corinthians 1:17)  Too many lives are at stake to get wrapped up in following doctrines of men.  Paul also shared these words, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10)  Let us allow these words to be the driving force in our motives and intentions of serving in the Church and in sharing the Gospel message. How haunting and sobering, “for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” My friend always remember, if you want people to like you and give you things tell them what they already know and what they want to hear. Tell them the truth and they will kill you.  Jesus told the truth and they literally killed Him and is the servant better then the Master?    
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania.  $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya.
5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


 June: Local ministry and Panama City, FL

 July:   Local ministry
           August:  Romania and Bulgaria 
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 
www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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