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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7

tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory we are changed and experience salvation, which is much more then just having our sin forgiven.  Granted having our sin forgiven is a critical part of man’s salvation, but the absence of sin in our lives only covers a small part of the total man God created. Our sin forgiven is wonderful, but there is so much more to man and even more to man’s lack when compared to the image of God’s Son.  If removal of sin was God’s goal in our lives, then He could have continued the blood sacrifice of animals and spared His Son’s life.  But God desired much more then sin removal, He desired relationship with man. This thought never ceases to amaze me. For to us to be in right  relationship with God we must be conformed into the nature, image and character of His precious Son. When we look into the “glass” (or mirror) looking back at us is the reflection of Jesus Christ showing us how we are to look.  This reflection is not seen with our physical eyes, but is felt in our heart and registers in our thoughts. My friend man is a very complex creation. David said “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.” (Psalms 139:14) After working in the operating room for over 10 years and health care for 24 years I can tell you first hand the body is amazing.  God was not after the removal of man’s sin as much as He was after man’s heart.  At the heart of every issue is an issue of our heart. Solomon said, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”  (Proverbs 4:23)  Now God is not after just any heart, he is after a heart like His wonderful Son’s. A heart that is meek, lowly, and yes broken. Jesus said, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”  (Matthew 11:29) All true spiritual progress proceeds from a correct heart response to the leading of God.  And the way God leads is always down.  The way up is most often into presumption.    Remember, deep in God is down.  If we are to be conformed into the image and character of God’s Son Jesus Christ, He (being God) must increase in us by our obedience to him and we must decrease by the same means and measure.  At the same measure we can decrease in our self at that same measure we will be able to increase in our obedience to Him.   For this to happen our sacrifice must be a broken heart and a contrite spirit.  David said, “For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.  17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”  (Psalms 51:16-17) All relationships on the natural level originates in and are based upon selfish desires and selfish objectives.  Selfish desires held in common produce a unity among men. As long as self is served, all goes well, but when self is disappointed then comes the wickedness that resides in our heart.  As long as our self-love is served it will be impossible to be conformed into the image and character of Jesus Christ.  For us to experience “true” salvation (which is much more then our sin forgiven) we must allow God to change our heart and our mind.  We must allow God to change the way we treat each other.  We must allow God to change the way we think and respond to situation and circumstances in our lives.  Putting on the mind of Christ is much more than thinking like Christ, but is the ability in the inward man to be fortified and strengthened.  All of this work is done in the inner man.  David said, “Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.”  (Psalms 51:6)  I wonder where David learned that?  And Paul adds, “But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.”  (Romans 2:29)  I wonder where Paul learned that?  Both learned, as we shall too, as God worked in them allowing them to become weak so that He could be made strong.  As they decreased He (God) increased. This inward work is God’s objective and is to be ours as well.  God will spare nothing, not even His precious Son, in order to accomplish it.  More next month.    
ARTICLE REVIEW:                         
             Called to the Harvest
In Matthew Jesus shares a powerful message that provides us with our marching orders and guidance to our calling for ministry. “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:38)  The word “harvest” here refers to the “gathering of men into the kingdom of God” and is to be the subject or focus of the labourers. The fruit of the harvest is not fame, power, influence, or money, but people.  Jesus here says, “the Lord of the harvest (people), will send forth labourers into his harvest (people).” Please notice it is God’s harvest and God’s people. We have the good pleasure to be involved in laboring with God to gather men into His kingdom.  We are called to people not to a certain country or a specific type of ministry.  We are not called to a certain mission field, we are called to the people in a certain place.  My friend if we get this foundational truth wrong everything we do for God from this point onward will come short of His glory in our lives. Our focus and heart condition must always be the same as was Jesus’ when He walked the earth, “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9: 35-36) One of the greatest qualities of Jesus lacking in the church today (and often in my life) is compassion. Oh how the Lord has to help us all in this area. But, please notice the people “fainted and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” How these words grip my heart.  How could this be? The synagogues were full every Sabbath, even Jesus and His Disciples regularly attended, yet this was the heart condition of the people.  Every Sunday today, around the world, multitudes gather in churches and sadly like Paul said of the Church at Corinth, “Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.”  (1 Corinthians 11:17)  Sadly today this too is the heart condition of many Christians, “fainted,” “scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” Paul goes on and talks about “division” and “fractions among them” (so too sounds like many churches today) and then tells us why, “When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper. 21For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.”  (1 Corinthians 11:20-21)  Paul told them they gather together not to worship God (in Spirit and truth) and be a blessing to others, but they gather together to receive from God (first) and they cared not if their hungry brother or sister received from God.  This is not the way God has arranged things, this my friend is selfishness and self-seeking that runs wild in the church today. We are to come to church to be a blessing to God and man, not to receive a blessing.  We minister to people because God has ministered to us first.  We love people not because people are lovely, but because God loved us first (1 John 4:19).  How can people receive what God has given us if we have received nothing from God?  A man cannot give what he does not have.  We are called to minister to people, to give them the things God has given us.  The call coming out from God’s heart to us is a call to bring people into His kingdom and not for buildings, fame, and riches.  We are called to gather people to God.    
When we think of Jesus we seem to go toward the mighty miracles He performed while on earth.  Now it is true miracles are done, even today, so that the lost will believe and come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, but miracles must never be the focus and message of a church. The focus is always on people and the message must always be the Gospel, the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  But, sadly today the message in most churches is to give to get.  God’s focus on giving is by His Spirit and giving so that others may receive. All I hear as I travel the world, is your miracle is on the way.  It becomes an intoxicating drug that substitutes for the truth leading many out of the way. This message is destructive and crippling many Christians.  Give me $77.77 and I will pray (when you send me the money) God gives your miracle to you.  Most false evangelist, preachers, and teachers wrap this lie up and bind it to the physical truth of seed-time and harvest or around religious days the church celebrates like Easter or Christmas.  My friend seed-time and harvest is a physical principle that God established on earth to replenish the earth. “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”  (Genesis 8:22)  We cannot take a physical principle and apply it to spiritual matters.  Please do not be deceived by this lie. Sadly I hear almost all of the TV religious celebrities ask you to sow “your best seed into their fertile ground of ministry, buy their latest; book, tape or CD, and God will give you the desires of your heart.  Brethren the Gospel is not for sale, when giving back to God we must not be led by an emotional plea from a gifted speaker.  We must be very careful in this area.  Is not Jesus our example? What did He received for His service? “And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” (Matthew 8:19-20) Are we greater than the master?  TV religious celebrities may have money, fame, riches, but most lack integrity, truth, righteousness, and are filled with greed.  They are filled with a love for money.  Greed is the sin in the love for money.  And this greed that is within them is what deceives them in their approach to ministry.  Oh my friend please be careful in giving.  Give as God directs, if you are led by the Holy Spirit you will never be wrong, but if you are led by your feelings, emotions, through audio-visual presentations, or sad words that move us to tears you will be wrong. I like Paul’s rewards for his ministry to people; “Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” (2 Corinthians 11:23-27) 

Brethren we are called by God to gather His harvest, to gather His people into His kingdom not to riches and fame.  And our rewards are many but not so glamorous.  Peter asked Jesus, “ . . . Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?” (Matthew 19:27) And Jesus said unto them, “Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 30But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.”  (Matthew 19:28-30)  There is no seed-time sowing and reaping, but God rewarding for us for our obedience to His call unto His harvest.  
If we maintain our focus towards gathering souls into God’s kingdom and our reward is in heaven we will not get off track and look for our reward on earth.  Many Christians today really do not believe in the next life, this is why they try so hard to get a much as they can now.  We are called to people, to lay our life down as Jesus did.  Not to be first trying to get ours, but willing to be last to make sure the harvest is gathered.  We are called to His harvest let us be worthy laborers for Him. Written by David Stahl
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

            Not Satisfied with Life

Paul reminds us, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.”  (1 Timothy 6:6-8) I wonder why we are never satisfied with what the Lord has given us?  We are to be godly and content with what we have.  But we are not satisfied.  I guess one reason is because we listen to Christian charlatans on T.V. spouting off:  it is our right to be satisfied, it is our destiny to be satisfied, and God wants us to have it all. They say, Jesus wants us to have an abundant life and then quote John 10:10.  Well my friend that all is a pile of buffalo chips.  For the three years of Jesus’ ministry he did not have a pot to pee in.  The precious Son of God, who died for our sins owned nothing.  When Jesus became God in the flesh (John 1:1) He emptied Himself of all of His Heavenly riches and divinity and clothed Himself with poverty and humanity.  Jesus became poor so that we may become rich, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) A lot of the “name it and claim it” Christians like to project this verse into the spiritual realm and say Paul was talking about Jesus becoming poor spiritually, but that is not what this verse says.  This verse says Jesus, “became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”  The word, “rich” has nothing to do with wealth and riches, but refers to the wholeness that salvation brings to us. If Jesus had a change of clothing He was doing good.  He had nothing to call His own, “And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”  (Luke 9:58)  Jesus did not go home every night to a swanky home with maids and butlers.  Is not Jesus our example?  So then why are we Christians so busy amassing the latest clothing, electronic gadgets, cars, houses, stock, portfolios, bank accounts, jewelry, etc. and etc. Now it is not wrong to have some of these things, if you need them to do what God has called you to do for Him. The real danger is our heart condition and focus on them and not of God.  Our heart is always found where the things we treasure are.  Jesus shared this key truth with us. “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  (Matthew 6:21)  The things we treasure in life are the things we go after in life and the things we go after in life is our focus.  

Please do not misunderstand me, we are to work and support ourselves, our families, and our local church as we are able, but why are we so stuck on getting all of this useless “stuff” and doing things that do not lead to Godliness?  John tells us, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”  (1 John 2:15-17)  Paul echoes this truth to the Christians in Colosse a small town in the province of Asia, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”  (Colossians 3:1-2) The false teachers at Colosse had undercut the major doctrines of Christianity, like today setting their “affection” on things of the earth and not “on things above.”  When it is all said and done, it is our selfish and ambitious heart condition that deceives our thinking and desires.  We want as much as we can get now, because we really do not believe there is a reward in the hereafter.  We say we are walking with God and doing His will; blessed of God every time we get a new car, house, or our ministry expands, well my friends getting earthly things, even from God, is not a sign of God’s favor or anointing.             

Let us not be like the Church of the Laodiceans, “Because thou sayest,  I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: “  (Revelation 3:17) They were rich, they possessed al of the earthly treasures.  They had all of the nice things in life, they needed nothing, but in truth or what God’s revelation of them was, they were “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” Their desire for earthly riches and things blinded them to God’s perspective.  We must be more concerned about what God is saying about us then all of the “stuff.”  Let us focus on godliness and righteousness if so we will be rich and need nothing. Written by Karen Stahl   

POETRY CORNER:

           MASTER BUT SLAVE

      By K.J. Rufus

    Miryalguda, India

Only the facts of past, you learn a bit or vast;

Are you not an ignorant of continuous present?

So, no more pay mind to lore

As no shore you’ll find but bore.

All learning and earning are but waste.

Thy taste and talent end so slow or haste.

How far a learned’s mind could cheer a weepy?

How far an earned’s hand could alm the needy?

So, learning is a style of copy

While earning a thirst of greedy.

No acts are greater than the facts you see.

So strain not thy brain with vain philosophy.

People speak of love and do of lust.

Study of science is a split in dust.

You are bound to be a master of nature

But don’t be a slave to your own nature.
DEAR FRIENDS:

I got word back in January from a wonderful friend and brother in India that things are changing. I have so many wonderful friends and brothers in India. Again change rears its head.  One thing for sure if you cannot handle change in God then He cannot use you.  We must maintain our flexibility and just go along for the ride with God.  And with India it sounds like the door, for foreigners to minister, is slowly closing. Some States of India will require those foreigners who want to minister to purchase a visa that meets the legal requirements to gather people for the purpose of teaching and conversion. I do not blame India for taking such steps.  India today is full of one religion fighting another while ripping the Country apart at her seams.  This seems to be a growing trend around the world. India has no choice but to limit external religious influences to keep the peace. Now we must remember, it is relationship not religion we seek in our approach to God and His children. For us Americans we may think that is unfair and cry religious  persecution well that may be true in ways, but it also could be God telling the Church of India, now is the time for you all to stand and deliver what you have been taught over the many years.  In God there must come a time for us to stand on our own two feet.  We cannot keep looking for help, some day we must give back the help that once was given to us.  In God there always comes a time to test the word of God that has been delivered to us.  Even our deepest love is tested.  Real love, the love that God has been able to work in us will be tested to see if it was created out from the right heart condition and motive.  God is not up in Heaven wringing hands over this situation.  These new laws did not take God by surprise, He knows all things. The Gospel will go forth in India. I would think these new laws will strengthen the Church in India.  Help from America and other countries will still be there for now, but some day even that must go the way of their spiritual growth and development. Yes my Friend change in God is tough to handle. We must understand what God is doing and always be available to have God hold us through the winds of His change.   It is good if we can hold on to God, but my Friend it is much better if we will allow God to hold us.  
NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastor Yanko, Pastor Niki, and their church.  They have moved into a new auditorium downtown, but now the real battle begins.  Staying there will take much prayer and support from all the Brethren even us. 

2. 
Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.   They too are expanding making more room for God and ministry to Eastern Europe, Turkey, and Asia.    

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, and their Bible School, Christ for Romania.  $50,000+ is needed to complete a critical training center and structure for their Youth and Children Camps they hold every summer.  Romania is a key brick in the wall of God to the nations of Eastern Europe.    

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.  2007 will see Cornerstone Christian Church begin a huge project that will minister to the street kids in Kenya.
5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in central Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of  “Adventures with God.”     

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.  Major Robin McIntosh, Chaplin, Gatwick Airport, Salvation Army, London, England.   

11.
Vivian’s Maternity and Child Care Clinic project in Aviele, Nigeria.  
12.  
Pastor Tek Dahl, his Church, and their radio station “Good News FM” in Kathmandu, Nepal.  
13.
Pastor Sharief Ramsis, Khartoum Evangelical Church, (his Church) and their feeding and lodging ministry of the 1000s of children from the famine and war regions.
14.
The Bishop John, Samuel  Kamanzi (from the Congo), Mashuli Etienne, Emmanuel Ndolimana in Ruhengeli,  Rwanda, and the plans for the Bible School.  

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


 May:  Kenya
           June:  Local Ministry

 July:  Turkey (projected)  
I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  If God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  God told Abram, “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone.  Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     
CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
Website: 

www.beholdinghisglory.com
I am pleased to announce “God Still Performs Miracles:  A Book of Personal Encouragement” is now available and FREE FOR THE ASKING.  No cost for the book, but I will ask for mailing cost. 

If you know someone you think would  enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Contributions to this ministry is always appreciated and  needed the more time continues. Please feel free to contact me with the above information. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting to others is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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