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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7
tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory more and more we will become like Him. What a wonderful thought to know, we can become something we are presently not. Words of life and not death can come out our mouth.  The things we touch with our words and hands can have life coming out of them instead of death.  Unless we allow God to work in our lives to where we are able to put on the mind of Christ we will only be able to put on the things of the world that leads to loss, destruction, and death. This putting on the mind of Christ is our choice.  Paul shares this truth with us, “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast (took or take) off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” (Romans 13:12) It is amazing to know we cannot “put on” unless we first “cast off.”  It is almost impossible to put on another coat, unless I take the one I am wearing off.  We will never be able to “put on” the mind of Christ unless we first “cast off” the world and its things.   

Many often quote the truth that Jesus was given a name above all names that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess and He is Lord. (Philippians 2:9-10) Be sure my friend when the Bible says every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess, that means my tongue and knee and yours. But sadly many fail to understand why He was so honoured by His Father.  Jesus was so honoured because He: “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  (Philippians 2:6-8) Jesus took off all of His heavenly divinity so He could put on humanity, this was His choice. He; “made himself of no reputation, took upon him the form of a servant, humbled himself, and became obedient unto death.” All of this was His choice too.  What a wonderful Savior who would choose to suffer and die for such a one as I.  How can I not love Him?

Well our thinking is the same. Before we can be “changed into the same image from glory to glory,” we must think like Him. You know our struggle to “grow in the grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (II Peter 3:18) is within us not in the outward. If we struggle with outward things we will lose, because outward struggle most often manifest the lack of resting in God. And, any time we operate outside the rest of God we struggle and struggle to no end.  It is an inward struggle of our ability to believe by faith the words that God speaks to us. And, we do not believe God and His words because we do not have the ability to think like Him.  Paul knew this truth very well, and that is why Paul time and time again encouraged the Church (Romans 12:2) to transform and renew their minds.  How do we do this? How do we transform and renew our minds? We transform and renew our minds by displacing the things of the world that leads to death with the things of God that leads to life.  We “put on” in our mind the things of God; by reading His precious Word, by thinking and speaking rightly, “ . . . not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly,”(Romans 12:3) or “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”  (Philippians 4:8-9)  It is like a huge battleship being launched into the ocean, as it sinks down to the waterline it displaces the water around it.  It just elbows out the water as it goes deeper and deeper.  So too as we put on the mind of Christ, by reading the Bible instead of the newspaper or watching TV, by not presuming bad things are going to happen or people are always talking bad about you, but thinking “soberly” and by waiting on what God has to say about the issue.   More next month my Brethren. 

ARTICLE REVIEW:

         Our Approaches to God

As we grow in God, as we “grow in grace, and in the knowledge” (2 Peter 3:18) of knowing Him we will have to approach Him.  We cannot stand afar from God and expect to receive anything from Him.  Knowing we must approach God should be a very fearful thing for us, but that is not the understanding most Christians have today. The writer of Hebrews tells us, “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:  For our God is a consuming fire.”  (Hebrews 11:28-29)  Today most Christians do not see God in His sovereign position high and lifted up and seated on the throne of our heart, they do not see God as  “a consuming fire,” because they see Him as a big sugar daddy.  Nor do we like to get to close to God, because He may consume us with His righteousness and holiness. We really do not want to die to our selfish desires and ways, so we stand afar and worship Him with our lips and traditions. We involve God with our needs, but our heart is afar from Him.  

Many say I know God as my provider, all we need to do is just ask God and He will give it to us.  After all doesn’t God want us to prosper? How about; “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”  (III John 1:2)  Unless we have allowed God to work in our thoughts and heart, our soul will prosper according to our fleshly carnal desires not according to the Spirit of God.  This is why all of the prosperity teachers of today are unhealthy, double minded, and unstable (James 1:7-8) in thought and heart. Sick in their doctrine, motives, and intentions infecting the Church worldwide with their message by twisting the truth into a lie. And, why the prosperity message appeals to so many in the Church, for it appeals to our flesh and to a desire within us not to go the way God has established in the Bible and in the life of Jesus Christ. The Biblical definition for prosperity is to push forward in God.  It is a spiritual “health” or soundness of faith, doctrine, and words.  It has nothing to do with riches and wealth of the earth.  In God bigger is not better.  Yes, God does want us to “prosper” or to grant a prosperous and expeditious journey, to lead by a direct and easy way.  Yes, He wants us to push forward in Him by enduring His dealings and judgments in our heart and lives.  In all of our approaches to God we must move toward Him according to what He has established for us, with an end target in mind, and with a heart desiring to become like His dear Son Jesus Christ, thus becoming just like Him.

When we first make our approach to God through salvation we have no clue how we can approach Him.  God had to approach us first, in love (1 John 4:19), by giving us the faith we need to be saved.  We then kind of flounder around in our walk with God until we can latch on to a relationship with a person who we think is moving correctly in God, even if they are not.  Most times it is the person who leads us to the Lord.  Our relationship with God will be based on our relationship with this person.  If we are on good terms with this person it is well between God and us.  We will do everything we can to be near this person, because we think we are near God.  We will listen and believe every word they speak, because we believe we are hearing from God.  We will do and say what they do and say, because we believe we are becoming like God. Now, there is nothing wrong with this approach young children always act like this but, we must come to an understanding   of no longer needing this person to get to God.  “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”  (1 Corinthians 13:11)  It is God’s intention for us to “put away childish things,” grow up, and become a man.  We are not to stay a child, but become a man in mature thinking, understanding, and wisdom in God. My sweet and wonderful mother was this person for me.  If I needed to hear from God I would call my mom.  I still need her, because she is my mother. I will always need her and my father, but I do not need them to take me to God.

Next as we grow in God it seems we approach God through a mental ascent with our thinking and emotions. When God begins to reveal Himself to us our thinking has not yet been transformed by His word.   God has not been able to work in our heart and lives so we will be unable to receive a “true” revelation of Him. There will seem to be a wall between us. “My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lattice.”  (Song of Solomon 2:9)  We begin to know Him through our thinking and emotions, as He looks from behind the barriers in our mind and heart, but we cannot get to Him. We try so hard to know God through our mental ability and emotions, but we just cannot get to Him.  Our thinking and emotions take us only so far into God.  This is one of the most dangerous ways to know God. Many Christians today come to Church to hear and sing emotional songs that cause us to weep or get our spirit and feet moving.  Others come to jump and dance around the Church in a white flowing silk grown and call it worshipping God, but sadly their emotional approach is yet a wall between them and God.  Most Christians today come to Church to feel God and to have an emotional experience and not to hear from God. Paul tells us it is by faith through grace we are saved (Ephesians 2:8), thus being the basis for knowing and experiencing God. Watchman Nee said our greatest enemy to spiritual growth is our emotions. Our emotions will led us out of God so fast, because our emotions are led by our flesh and carnality.  Our emotions will mislead us to the truth and if we follow them we will settle for something far less then the truth. Just like the prosperity teachers of today, they are mislead, deceived and do not know the truth, because of their emotional desires for things of the flesh. We also see this emotional approach through our headlong obsession to attend conference after conference. The Church is obsessed with going to conferences instead of being obsessed with God.  The New Wine, Explosion 2004, Camp Meeting 2004, The Fresh Anointing, sadly the list goes on. All you have to do is read the latest Christian magazine or watch Christian TV. We can never know and experience God through a mental ascent or our emotions.  We may act like it, but in the end we are actors, great pretenders acting like we know God and this will never do.  We need to be still and quiet to know God. If we have a desire to really know God and His ways, at some point  in our lives, we must make our approach to God through a personal experience, in our heart, though God’s dealing and judgments in our lives.  Moses was such a one,  “Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people.”  (Exodus 33:13)  David was another who desired to make this approach to God, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”  (Psalms 40:6)  

 
Brethren we must grow beyond a need for people to take us to God, our mental capability, and emotions into a place of desire for God and Him alone.  Moses and David needed no one to take them to God, because they had a relationship out from personal experiences with Him.  No one had to tell them about God or tell them what God was saying. They had a personal relationship with God because they endured God’s qualifying and approving 

in their lives. They allowed God to reveal their heart to them and then they allowed God to break them. I have a piece of paper I carry in my Bible. It is from Debbie Gramesc (in kindergarten) living in Suceava, Romania. I was teaching at her father’s Bible School and she was paying attention. I was talking about being broken and contrite; being crushed and ground to powder by God and wrote two words on the blackboard. After the class Debbie ran up and handed it to me. It had three pictures of her and two words; broken and contrite.  Now, when making my approach to God I think of sweet little Debbie, her piece of paper, and her advice: approach God as a child with a broken and contrite heart.  Written by David Stahl    
POETRY CORNER:


I would like to share this poem written by Karen while we were living in German.  It is more then a poem it is a true story.  The little German woman was a member of our church that was mentally unstable.  Please read it with an open heart, mind, and spirit to see if you have a mirror and see if God is able to work on you too.

  The Mirror

By Karen Stahl
That little German woman

So small and all alone

Is a little walking mirror

Reflecting what’s in my soul

The hatred and the anger

Boiling out of me

Directed at that little soul

For all the world to see

Unkindness and impatience

Reflections of my heart

Evil and intolerance 

All tearing me apart

I cry rage and scream

At the horror I behold

For in that little woman

I see the darkness of my soul

So could this little mirror 

Be working towards my goal

Really be a gift from God

To purify my soul?

DEAR FRIENDS:


Work on book two, “Wandering in the Wilderness: The European Years,” (the second of a three book series) has picked up again. I am beginning to see a change in this work that God has given me.  What ever we do for God, what ever work God has us doing must produce a change in us.  If not, then whatever we are doing for Him is all for not. This change in us is what God is after.  


Many ask me why I say “Thoughts for Consideration” or “Thoughts from Karen” well, this has to do with the process and the way God shares His words with man. This process begins when a man or woman has been broken by God to some degree and has yielded their heart, mind, and spirit to God so that His words could flow through them. Not man’s words, but God’s words.  This friend is a very costly and painful beginning.  Maybe that is why many preachers and teachers today in the church who stands to speak for God do not.  They may stand and speak, but God’s words are far from their hearts and lips.  God’s word to man always begins with communion between God and man. Not so much communication, prayer and asking God for things, but our heart, mind, and spirit in the stillness of the moment reaching into the Father’s heart and thoughts. About two years ago I decided to stop all of this asking God for things and just tried to commune with Him.  Not saying anything, but just in my mind and spirit thanking and exalting God.  Alleluia, oh alleluia as my praise goes out to Him.  And out of our communion comes revelation or enlightment. Now revelation is God’s not ours it is always fleeting, it is always like sand in a hour glass running through our fingers. It is here and then there, it is bright and quick to our mind, but as fast as it comes it departs.  This is the starting point of the ministry of God’s word, first to the minister then out from them to the world.  God has shone in our heart; He has enlightened us.  But this light has come and gone so swiftly that we cannot remember nor hold it fast.  How can one utilize this swift-passing light in the ministry of the word? It is utterly impossible to do so.  Hence something needs to be added to our enlightment or revelation.  This needed element is thought.  The more we quietly meditate and think on this enlightment it will illuminate in our minds and we will be able to hold it for a longer period of time.  If anyone has been dealt with by God so that his outward man is being broken, that person will have very rich thoughts. Only the person with rich thoughts can translate light into thoughts and understanding. However, the key here is not the enlightment or revelation, but the brokenness. God’s light of revelation enters into man’s spirit and afterwards is translated into human thought.  The light has shone in our spirit, but it demands a sound and rich mind to interpret it in our understanding and later translate into an internal and an external word. The internal words are few, concentrated, and pure while those spoken externally are many and diluted. To obtain the internal word we need to commune the more, wait silently and still before God, read the Bible, and allow His Spirit to speak inwardly to us.  Words that are of the Spirit of God that are ours, words that God has been able to deposit in us.  And out from the few internal word comes the external word manifested in the 1000s of words written and spoken contained in messages, books, articles, even words of encouragement.   


The greater the dealings by God  the greater and the purer the internal word. And the greater the internal word the greater the external word. This is a very fundamental principle in the New Testament.  Let us commune and think more and more on God so that we all will have rich thoughts.


Karen “my sweetheart” and our children are doing great and send their love.   

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


  September:  Bishop Ragoth Swai in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Mulaki in Bukoba, both in Tanzania.


  October:  Open

            November:  Open

            December:   Suceava and Iasi, Romania with Pastor Nicu. And projected to Silistra, Bulgaria with Pastors Yanko and Niki.   

I still feel God is still speaking to open up ministry to local churches, home groups, and to enlarge my newsletter audience within the United States. In April God made provision for me to share on a local Kinston TV program and I am believing God will take this opportunity to widen Beholding His Glory’s exposure within North Carolina and the States.  I am still available to come and share what God has given me.  Also, if God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  


God told Abram,  “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
If you know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Also if you would like to contribute to this ministry please feel free to contact me with the above information. Costs ever increases. PLEASE look within your abilities to begin supporting or to increase your support to cover these costs. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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