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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7
tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory more and more we will change.  Last month I made the statement, many Christians believe we will actually become divine here on earth while in our mortal body, like Christ, well as long as we are in these mortal tents this can never happen.  This is why we try so hard to stay on track with God, but stumble time and time again.  God has purposed a time for us to become divine, but not now.  However, Paul does share this time with us, “Now this I say, brethren that flesh and blood can not inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.” (1 Corinthians 15:50) and “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised incorruption, and we shall be changed.”  (1 Corinthians 15:52)  What a precious promise (2 Peter 1:4) God has given to us.  This change from one manifestation of God’s glory in us to the next level of God’s glory is in us is done NOT so that we can become divine, but so that we may be able to partake of God’s divine nature.  How can we partake of the things of God, those precious promises He has purposed for each and everyone of us unless we first are changed?  How can we know Him if we do not have a mind and heart like His. Many Christians today will tell you what your purpose on earth is, well my friend do not be deceived from God’s main purpose for creating us, to know God and His ways.  All other purposes in God come out of His this one and chief purpose.  “So then this corruption has put on incorruption and this mortal has put on immortality then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:  “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O Death where is your sting?  O Hell where is your victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:54-55) This change from “corruption” to “incorruption” can NEVER happen nor can we ever no NEVER be able to partake of His divine nature unless we first allow God to bring strong dealings and judgements into our lives revealing our true nature and character, revealing our lack, and hopelessness without Him.  We must all allow God to kill our self-life and selfish ways so that we can be able to walk in His life and ways.  As I travel around the States I see many churches named abundant life, there is one right up the street from my home.  Well, the abundant life (John 10:10) Jesus came to bring to us was not so that we could live on earth with cars, houses, and things in abundance, oh no my friend, Jesus came so that we might be able to live in a “more then enough” life of God so that we then can be able to impart that life to others.  Sadly many “thieves” have hijacked this great truth and turned it into a prosperity doctrine to gather fame and fortune to themselves and their ministries.   

Jesus spoke a mystery to the woman at the well that she did not understand.  “But whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst forever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.”  (John 4:14)  Jesus was telling her that fulfilment comes from God, but she did not, and indeed could not for the moment, pick up on that.  However, she did understand that what Jesus offered her was a gift, a divine gift.  Because the Father granted Jesus to have life in Himself, Christ could then impart that life to others.  “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself.”  (John 5:26)  Drawing on this water, this life, must be a continuous activity and as we do this divine gift is placed within.  As the drawing from the Source is continual, so too is the flow out to others to be continual. The result is a divine quality of life, the abundant life, not that Believers become divine, but that they are made partakers of His divine nature.  This leaping up and out of the divine flow also touches others with the same quality of life, drawing them into itself.   The whole process in each individual is towards and into eternal life.  We then grow toward many areas of divine quality, entering into each area as the work of God for it is completed in us, and then we are qualified to receive it.  Again in John we see this divine flow, “He that believes on me, as the scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flow rives of living water.”  (John 7:38) At times the flow becomes so great that it leaps up from the Source (Jesus) and gushes onto others with various results, such as a greater drawing to Christ, healing, impartation of spiritual gifts, and so much more.  

What a precious promise, that “out of our belly shall flow rivers of living water” well this will only happen as we drink from the Source, as we behold His glory, as we are changed into the glory we can behold, not all of His glory, but only the glory we have allowed God to work into our lives.        Brethren, let us daily purpose to drink from the Source so that we and others  will “never thirst forever.” More next month on this and other topics.   
ARTICLE REVIEW

     Our Insatiable Desire 


The longer I walk this wondrous pathway with God I see more and more how knowing Him and His ways are a big mystery.  I will be honest and the first to tell you I do not know how faith and prayer works. It is a mystery to me. I kind of know the divine spiritual principles, but I do not know how they function together and their operations, how they work. Or why God heals some and not others.  But, that’s okay with me, I like the unknown.  Most of my time with God has been spent in the unknown and waiting.  Like Paul, I like the mystery and the not needing to know everything, only needing to know where the mystery is hidden. “That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  (Colossians 2:2-3) I really like serving a God I cannot figure out, who knows things I do not.  It is so reassuring to me to know God is above all of my abilities, thoughts, and dreams.  Now I am not 100% sure but, I believe the key to understanding “the mystery of God” is not to focus on the mystery and His ways so much, but to focus on “the Father, and of Christ” and as we discover Him, He will open our understanding and give us enlightment.  “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation (enlightenment) in the knowledge of him:” (Ephesians 1:17) This is why it really does not matter what you know, it matters who you know.  For if you know God you know everything.  But for us to be able to know everything it will require us to know nothing at all.  We must empty ourselves of all we know to be able to hold a desire within us to know Him.  At the same measure we empty ourselves of our self-life and the ways of the world we will be filled with a desire for God and His ways.

In 2nd Thessalonians we find a verse that causes me great alarm and a desire for greater steadfastness within me. “And with all deceivableness (deceit or deceitfulness) of unrighteousness in them that perish; and because they received not the love (desire) of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion (a wandering and a straying about), that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12)  Now it is important to remember Paul is talking to Christians not sinners.  The Epistles of Paul were written to the New Testament Church for edification, but mainly for correction. These Christians perished they were lost. And, they perished because of unrighteous deceitfulness, because their doings were unrighteous.  The things they were doing were not righteous in God’s eyes.  Brethren, unless we do things for God the way He has established them, in the Bible and by His Spirit, no matter how spiritual looking they may be, feeling we receive, or even the good that is being done out from them, they are still unrighteous in God’s eyes. It is not what we do for God that counts, but how we do it.  Do we do things for God with the right heart condition and for the right reasons and motives? Sadly many Christians today really believe they are doing the right thing, but in reality they are not.  As I watch Christian TV I am amazed at the “deceivableness” of the preachers, teachers, singers, and evangelist all for the price of their latest book, tape, or other money making ruses.  Often when I go to Africa pastors will ask me if I want them to stage some miracles so that we can get big crowds.  A white preacher coming to Africa who appears to have healed someone will command great crowds. I tell them no thank you, if God is not going to heal someone why should I. This type of deception happens all of the time just watch Christian TV, no better yet do not watch Christian TV, its not the truth. In all of their doings they are deceiving themselves. The deception is not the things being done wrong, but the believing they are doing righteousness. They have been deceived in their believing. We will either believe the truth or a lie (anything that is not totally the truth).  What we believe is up to us not God, the devil, or anyone else.  Whether we believe the truth or a lie is our choice and if we get deceived it is our fault. God gives us the truth and its His intention for us to receive it. Here in 2nd Thessalonians these Christians were deceived and it was their fault.  Now please notice these Christians were not deceived because they did not receive the truth, but “because they received not the love of the truth.”  Without the love of the truth we can never be saved.  There must be within us a desire or love for the truth.  There must be within us a desire for the things that are true and righteous.  Because they did not have a desire for the truth, “God send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness,” not the devil, but God sent this delusion to them.  So, because they had no desire or love for the truth, no desire for living in righteous relationships, doing the right thing, because of this God sent them wandering and straying about to the point they perished.  Many today in the church are perishing because they think they are doing right, but they are not.  They do all of the church activities: sing in the choir, pay their tithes, move in the power of the Holy Spirit whereby people are healed, they even hold conferences and crusades, all the while thinking they are doing righteousness, but are not.  God too has sent them a strong delusion. And why? Because they are not doing things according to the framework God has established and chiefly because they do not have a love or desire for the truth.  They have a love for ambition, popularity, money, comfort, and ease, but not the truth.   

Brethren we must have an insatiable desire for the truth.  Please hear my words. We must have an insatiable desire for the truth.  Brethren it is wonderful to know Jesus came not to destroy life or desire, neither to deny nor suppress it.  God elevates this element of desire to a new plane of living, and intensifies it. He comes into our hearts and lives to correct and create by His radiant presence. God establishes and sets new objectives before us; He cleanses our desires and adjusts them until we can say with the Psalmist, “Lord all my desires is before Thee: and my groaning is not hid from thee.”  (Psalms 38:9)  The desires He creates in our heart are spiritual eternal qualities rather than material. Therefore, while we occupy here on earth our hungers and thirsts for Him are to be insatiable. The desire for God becomes an obsession, holy, and mystical.  Brethren let us hold this insatiable desire deep with in our heart and allow it to give expression through our lives to all the world.  Let us purpose to have one desire and that desire is for God and God alone, for our desire is salvation unto us. Written by David Stahl    

THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

      Grow Where You are Planted

The Palmist shares these words with us, “The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree; he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they should be fat and flourishing; to shew that the Lord is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.” (Psalms 92:12-15)

During one of our road trips, Dave and I stopped at a small Subway restaurant just inside the North Carolina border. During our brief conversation with the young man who was working the counter, I found out that he was originally from Georgia, and although there for school, he wanted to go back to Georgia and see his family because he missed them so.  Most of us have either been in the same situation as this young man or know of family or friends who were. Being away from family and friends away from familiar places is an important training tool God uses for our benefit. When and where God plants us is where we are to grow, bloom, and produce fruit just like flowers we must endure; the drought of friendship and acceptance, the heat of anger and criticism, the winds of misunderstanding and jealousy, natural enemies, people walking on us, and so much more. Yes, we must endure all the things a real flower or a real plant puts up with, but in our case the stakes are much higher our reaction to these elements in our lives have eternal consequences. The pruning, fertilizing, and watering from God is meant to help us to grow.  Often we may not find God’s help to be so pleasant as we go through His process of holiness, but God never said it would be. He never promised us a rose garden.  But, we must endure as flowers and plants do if we are to be transformed into the image of God’s beloved son Jesus Christ. We must be patient as God deals and brings righteous judgment into our lives, as God prunes us, and even during the times He crushes us under His loving care.  And there seems like there is so much to prune, well there is.  Brethren our life is like the grass, here today gone tomorrow. Isaiah shares with us, “The voice said, Cry out! And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, because the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass, the grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.”  (Isaiah 40:6-8)  Let us keep our eyes on God and ignore the vain distractions in the world.  Let us strive to grow where God has planted us and be content where ever we are.  If God wants us elsewhere He would have put us there.  It’s not a big thing for God to put me where you are or you where I am.  But God’s will and purpose for all our lives will only come to fruition as we are obedient, steadfast, and stay planted until He moves us in His time.

Where God plants us is where He will take good care of us.  Where God plants us is where He expects us to grow.  Now, God’s idea of growth and our idea of growth are two different things.  God’s ways of pruning us, so we can produce a better quality of fruit not more fruit, will be very adverse to our ways.  So let us put our hands on our mouth and muster up as much willingness and obedience as we can yielding to the master gardener and be as the lilies, “So why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies how they grow; they neither toil and nor spin and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.”  (Matthew 6:28-29)  Lilies stay where God plants them, let us be as the lilies and stay where God plants us.  The best is yet to come. Written by Karen Stahl.
POETRY CORNER:

A PLACE

    By John E. Stahl Jr.

There is a place which is our meet,

And to this place we've been bequeathed.

There is a place not far from here,

Oh, tis so very, very near.  This place is quietness and rest complete, Whose dwellings are humble and replete.

Yet this path oft not been trod, For still exist the unscathed sod. For we must of this world leave ought, That with the price we might be bought. 

Oh yes that price that one must pay, If one might enter the immortal way. For to this end we're born to fly, But only He can draw us nigh.

Where is this place that saints may trod?

This place - the heart of God.

DEAR FRIENDS:

The year 2004 has been filled with God’s faithfulness and many new surprises for Family Stahl.  This is because we chose to follow God’s will and leading for our lives.  One of the greatest truths not taught in many churches today is God is to us what we are to God.   We seem to move towards the Americanized religion of name it and claim it, God is a big sugar daddy who must gives us the things we desire.  How can we expect God to be faithful to us if we have not been faithful to Him, His Church, and His people?  We expect God to give us money and blessings when we do not pay our tithes and bless the Brethren.  How selfish we can be.  God does want to bless us and give us good gifts, but God’s blessing comes out of us first blessing Him and others.   Do not expect God to bless you in 2005 if you have not blessed Him and others in 2004, but if you have get ready for God to give unto you the things you will need to fulfil all that He has spoken into your life.  You will need to receive these things so that God’s and purpose can come to pass on the earth through you.  I am so amazed how God has put man in such a place of great responsibility, but sadly many Christians only see the “good gifts” God has for them and not our duty and the great accountability God has bestowed on us.  In 2005, let us focus our attention on what God needs for us to do for Him and His Church.  It is time, past time for us to get serious about loving Him and doing the things He wants done.  So many lives depend on us doing what God wants us to do.  God’s plan is not up to us, only our obedience.  I hear many Christians say they believe God is doing a specific work, moving a certain way, or they believe God wants us to do something special, well God’s will is not accomplished by what we believe, but by what we do in obedience to His word. His word does not change according to what we believe. Sin is still sin even if we do not believe it.  What He wants us to do He most often tells us, there is no need to believe, but a need to hear, know, and move in His word. It does not matter what we believe, but it so matters who we know.  Paul said, “oh that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection.”  If we know God we will then believe like Him.  In 2005, let us purpose in our heart and mind to hear, know, and move in what God wants for us.      

      Karen “my sweetheart” and our children are doing great and send their love. While ministering in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania a wonderful Brother, William Mwakila, handed me his mobile phone so my wife could strengthen me with the news of our first grandchild, little Abigail Marie Stahl born at 13:26 (German time) on 19 Oct 2004, weighing in at 7 lbs 15 ounces and 19 inches long. What a word of power from my wife, what strength filled my spirit and body after two hard and long days of travel and the intense heat of Tanzania. May God bless Daniel, Sarah, and now little Abigail.  And, in July 2005 our first born David, who is attending Eastern Carolina University, will wed the beautiful and charming Kristin Koen.  Yes, my friends 2005 will be a most blessed year for Family Stahl.


May the New Year be filled with God’s presence, may His presence go with you and your family into 2005 and beyond is my prayer.  

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastors Yanko and Niki  and the church.  

2.
In Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.     

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, their Bible School, Christ for Romania.   

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in the north of Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of: “God Still Performs Miracles Today:  A Book of Person Encouragement.”    

8. 
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

9.  
Pastor Elieti Msangi in Dar Es Salaam and Pastor Isreal Mutaitina in Bukoba, Tanzania. 

10.     Gatwick Airport Chaplin and Major Rob McIntosh, Salvation Army London, England.   

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


January:  Local ministry


February:  Local ministry  


March:  Hyderabad, India with Pastor S. J. Peter and Wilson 

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  Also, if God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  


God told Abram,  “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
If you know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Also if you would like to contribute to this ministry please feel free to contact me with the above information. Costs ever increase. 

PLEASE look within your abilities to begin supporting or to increase your support to cover these costs. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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