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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7
tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory more and more we will change.  Many Christians believe we will become actually become divine like Christ, well as long as we are in these mortal tents this can never happen. This is God’s arrangement while on earth, but too it is God’s arrangement and even His intention for us to partake of His divine nature. We are conformed into the image of His Son (Romans 8:29), but this conforming enables us to be able to partake of His divine nature, not become divine.  Please do not miss this critical point.  Peter shares these words with us, “as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him, who called us by glory and virtue.  By which have been given to see exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” (2 Peter 1:3-4) As we come to the knowledge of God and answer His call, by beholding His glory and virtue, we are conformed and as we are conformed we are able to partake of His divine nature.  We must come to know and behold Him to be able to partake of His divine nature.  The Christian life is not so much the how and wherefores of living righteously on earth as it is about first realizing who God is and then proceeding to love Him so much that His desires suddenly becomes ours.  When we become acquainted with the heart of God by living so close to Him that we can actually begin to feel His heartbeat, then it is not difficult to become the expression of His love to others around us.  Without that, our attempt to love will be a struggle that we will ultimately lose. For years now we have labored to find the right techniques (singing our favorite songs, dancing in white gowns  swirling flags, certain prayer patterns, corporate fasting, and the such) for serving God, but it is not about techniques. It is about a person, the person of God.  When we desire to create an atmosphere where His expression can be felt and known, then He begins to work on our behalf and to reveal His power and presence with us and through us.  The result is that all those with whom we come in contact know that we are His.  This is true Christianity being lived out in our daily lives.  These truths are of infinite value to us because as Christians we are not just trying to live an exemplary life down here on earth and make it into heaven.  We are preparing for the greater life, for a greater role that God has destined us to play in eternity.  What He sees in us here will determine how much He can entrust to our care in the hereafter.  

This gradual change in us is to develop a greater need for dependence on God.  Please take heed here, one can be changed by God in some areas and still be strong in themselves in other areas. Man without God is self-sufficient in his needs and wants, not needing God.  So too is a man with God unless the man has been broken and contrite before God.  God must be able to so work in our lives through his dealings and judgments, in our inner man, to such a degree He will be able to build in us His character.  Us becoming dependent on Him, like His Son Jesus Christ is critical to our spiritual growth and development.  Those who seek God find Him, and those who find Him find life in every sense of the word.  But, something interesting happened to young King Uzziah that should serve as a warning to us all:   “And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God: and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper.  . . . But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar of incense. “  (2 Chronicles 26:5, 16) It is easy to be dependant on God when we are in great need, but when we, like King Uzziah, are feeling strong, we often feel no need of the Lord. This all-too-common attitude often spells the downfall of formerly powerful believers.  The truth is that we need the Lord more when we are strong then we do when we are weak.  We many not think so, but it is true never the less.  Those strong have a tendency toward pride and presumption, a “lifting up.” But the way up is down! The stronger in God we get the more strength from God we need to maintain our walk with Him.  When we are strong, we lose our sense of desperately needing God and we feel self-sufficient.  It is then we cease to depend on God and the moment we do this our life is in grave danger. More next month on this and other topics.   
ARTICLE REVIEW

    Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth

The entire world is built on two pillars, God’s word of truth and His authority.  When we transgress God’s words we sin against His will and end in a place of great loss and destruction. And when we transgress God’s authority we sin against God Himself and end in great judgment and punishment.  Brethren we must be very careful in these two areas. Whether or not we transgress or sin (to know right but do wrong) against authority is God’s greatest focus in our lives, more important then moving in the Spirit, speaking in tongues, tithing, and all of the Christian activities we think are important in making us spiritual.  Now please do not misunderstand me, we must do these things and much more, but first things first.  There is a priority of things we must take care of correctly in God. When we transgress God’s word we are transgressing His will.  The more we keep God’s word the more we will know Him and His will for our lives.  Many today in the Church do not know God’s will. Why not? Time and time again I hear, please pray for me so that I will know God’s will.  I cannot begin to count the books written on knowing God’s will.  Now wait a minute, does God hide His will from His children? No of course not.  Then why don’t they know God’s will? Well that is easy, they are not keeping God’s word and probably have transgressed His authority. Remember, outer rebellion and disobedience is due to lack of inward submission to God and His leaders.       

Paul encouraged Timothy to, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)  I wonder what Timothy was to “Study?” It could not have been the Bible as we know it, because it had not yet been written.  Maybe it was the Torah, our Old Testament, but probably not, because the word “Study” here has nothing to do with Biblical word genealogy or research.  Paul was encouraging Timothy to, from the Greek, “make haste to exert one’s self, to endeavour, give to diligence.” And, “as disciples listening to their teacher’s instruction are said to be at his feet.”  We are to learn the lessons with all diligence and haste so that we can be qualified or be “approved” for greater service.  Don’t you know it matters who your teacher is?  A servant that is not “ashamed” thus willing to daily suffer loss in their outer man, because they know God’s word of truth in the inward man.  We will never be able to know God’s word of truth unless we can rightly divide, by God’s Spirit, His word.  Both words; “rightly” and “dividing” are translated from the same Greek word which means; “to cut straight ways to proceed on straight paths, hold a straight course, to doing right and to make straight and smooth, to handle aright, to teach the truth directly and correctly.”  

To be able to “hold a straight course, to doing right, and handle aright” we must remember God’s words, like the Bible of today, are from His perspective.  Why do we think we get a say in what God says and wants to do.  He is the Potter we are the clay.  Why do we try to manipulate God? If we desire to serve God, the only thing the clay gets to do is go around on the wheel of life with its mouth shut. Clay does not talk back to the Potter or His leaders. Clay just goes around and around allowing the Potter to do whatever He wants to do and when the Potter is done, He will let the clay know.  Also we must have an understanding between a personal and a corporate word (both either written or spoken) of God.  Today we often project words and truths from the Bible to fit our desires, plans, and doctrines. We do not get to pick and choose what verses we believe, its all or none. We cannot pick our favorite verse and claim the promise.  In Joshua Chapter 1, God gave Joshua a personal word of encouragement and assurance that He would be with him. I cannot claim Joshua’s promise from God. God spoke them personally to Joshua.  When God speaks to us it is personal. I cannot claim the promises of Abraham, they are Abraham’s, not mine.  Anyone that says you can is probably manipulating you for personal gain. Anyway, I do not want Abraham’s promises, I want the precious promises God has for me and my family.  Today I hear many so called “End Time Teachers” (what is an End Time Teacher?) take an event going on in the world, canvass the scriptures for a verse, overlay it on the event, and proclaim this day this verse is fulfilled. Many Christians are deceived and led astray from knowing “the word of truth” in the first 65 Books, because they spend almost all of their time in the 66th Book of the Bible. Let us be honest with ourselves, the very best we can do is guess about most of the events in the Books of Daniel, Ezekiel, and Revelation.  John had to be exiled and in the Spirit to receive the Book of Revelation. (Revelation 1:10) I do not believe God has given any person any “special” revelation to what will happen in the future.  Doing so would not be consistent with God’s non-partiality and grace.  Again, if anyone says they have special revelation of the end times (when ever they are) they are probably manipulating you for personal gain.  Time and time again in the New Testament we are warned of false teachers.  Why? Because false teachers cause “err” in the Body of Christ.  Not error (error is the result to one’s character), but “err” from the Greek; “to cause to stray, to lead astray, lead aside from the right way.”  Paul warned Timothy,  “And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.” (2 Timothy 2:17-18)  Because of ambition and the love for money and fame many false teachers, today in the Body of Christ, are causing “err” and “overthrowing the faith of some.”  Remember, a teacher’s instruction is targeted at one’s thinking and always affects one’s character.  Brethren be very careful, it does matter who your teacher is.  When God speaks a corporate word we must be careful and not get off track from God’s original message.  We seem to take off with the truth, but some how get off track and start doing what we want to do. The disciples all started with the same message, but today we see many messages.  This denomination believes this message and another denomination believes a totally different message, while both believe they received their message from God.  What happened?  They both have not “rightly divided the word of truth.”  For example we are not to Christianize the world.  We spend millions and millions of dollars on Christian TV and other things trying to Christianize the world.  While I was in Turkey I watched Christian TV (TBN) in English, but most Turks do not speak or read English.  This is a huge waste of time and money. If this method of evangelism has any hope of touching lives programming must be converted into the native tongue and put on radio. But sadly, Christian TV does fulfill the religious desire and traditional approach to Christianize the world.  And, provides a religious forum to raise money for earthly kingdom building.  According to God’s word and the teaching concerning the Church, God’s purpose is to take the message of salvation to the ends of the earth as a witness.   Jesus said,  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  (Matthew 24:14)  We are to evangelize not Christianize the world.  God’s plan is to bring the message of salvation to all nations as a witness.  Then out of these Christians, birthed from above from all nations, tribes, and peoples, God is forming His Mystical Body, the Church. During this dispensation God does not expect to convert every living soul. Nor is God trying to change the world.  Oh no, He is working primarily on the Church, the people who are willing to be salvaged from the world. During this period God’s emphasis and purpose is to transform, shape, mold, and educate people after the image (icon) of His dear Son.  He has a plan and purpose for each member of the Body of Christ, “For we are His workmanship.” (Ephesians 2:10)  So much Christian work loses its real objective and becomes involved in the technique or task itself, instead of the objective the conforming to His image. Consequently much of the effort of Christian work is lost on a good cause, but not God’s main purpose. As the Jews were defeated because of traditional approaches, religious teachings, and false expectations so the popular nominal Church of today is doomed to failure in trying to do a task which is not the objective of God’s purpose.  We see again and again, it is always so much easier to do than to become.         

Brethren let us rightly divide the word of truth. Let us do what Jesus has asked us to do, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” (Matthew 28:19) The word “teach” here means; “to make disciples, to follow His precepts and instructions.” Brethren we make disciples one-on-one.  Let us not desire to change the face of God’s plan and purpose for His Church and our lives.  Let us learn the lessons God has for us so we can rightly divide the word of truth.  Written by David Stahl    

THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

          Forgiveness from the Heart

In Matthew 18, Jesus relays the parable of a king who forgave a servant’s debt owed him. The same servant did not show similar consideration to a fellow servant who owned him less then what he owned the king, but instead had him cast into prison until the debt was paid. When the king heard this news he said, “Shouldn’t not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee.”  (Matthew 18:33)  The servant was delivered over to the “tormentors” until he paid the king all that was due. “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.”  (Matthew 18:35)  What a promise from God, to be delivered over to the tormentors.  My friends think this not strange, but forgiveness is a major deal to God.  Our forgiving others is tied to so many things God desires to give us, but cannot if we walk with a heart condition that is contrary to His.  I wonder why we think we can do and say what we want and still receive God’s best for our lives?  How can we expect God to forgive us of our sins, if we do not forgive others?  Always remember, God is to us what we are to Him and others.  Brethren the world may hold grudges, hard feelings, and un-forgiveness towards each other, but we are not at liberty to do so.  We have no such right in God.  

I read a story in the “Voice of the Martyr” magazine that really touched me and really drove home this point.  Demitri was a pastor who was paralyzed as a result of the beatings he received in a Romanian prison by a guard. Often he would lay in his own waste for hours patiently waiting, until the evening when the other prisoners would return from work so that they could tend to him and give him water to drink. Years later Demitri was released from prison and sent home.  One day someone knocked on his door. It was the communist guard who had crippled him for life.  The guard spoke, “Sir do not believe I have come to ask forgiveness from you.  For what I have done there is no forgiveness, not on earth or in heaven.  You are not the only one I have tortured like this.  You cannot forgive me; nobody can forgive me.  Not even God.  My crime is much too great.  I have come only to tell you that I am sorry about what I have done.  From you I go to hang myself.  That is all.”  He turned to leave.  The paralyzed Demitri said to him, “Sir in all these years I have not been so sorry as I am now, that I cannot move my arms.  I would like to stretch them out and embrace you.  For years I have prayed for you every day.  I love you with all of my heart.  You are forgiven.” (The Voice of the Martyr:  December 1998) What love, what forgiveness Demitri bestowed on the guard who crippled him. How easy it would have been to let the guard turn and walk away, but for the forgiveness that Demitri allowed God to work in His heart.  Demitri could have chosen to never to forgive the guard, but he did not.  He chose to forgive from his heart, thus freeing his mind, spirit, and heart to love this guard unconditionally.  You see, forgiveness frees others and us.  

Have we been so mistreated that we would risk being turned over to the “tormentors” and lose what God has for us, because we are too proud to forgive?  There is great torment in un-forgiveness, it gnaws at our heart and like cancer blackens our spirit. Un-forgiveness destroys relationship after relationship and greatly hinders our spiritual growth and development.  We will never grow into a mature Godly Christian, if we carry a grudge and “if ye from your hearts forgive not every one.”  Forgiveness is as necessary to our walk with God as is our daily reading of the Bible and the time we close out the world in prayer to talk with Him.  I have heard testimonies of people who have reached out in love and forgiveness to the very people who killed their son or daughter.  They even went to their prison with Bibles, to the very person responsible for murdering their child, and witnessed the love of God to them.  Most of us would be so devastated and so filled with anger and revenge that forgiveness could not be thought of.  And yet it is still a vital part in our Christian walk. Again un-forgiveness will hinder our Christian growth, it places a wedge between not only us and the person needing our forgiveness, but with God.  How can we tell God we love Him, sing songs in church from our heart, even give in the offering plate, and then go home and be angry with our neighbor because they have borrowed our leaf-blower and had not yet returned it.  Sadly, we lie and the truth is not in us.  Or worst yet, be angry with some one at church over something trivial and small.  Come on, we must grow up!  Jesus was laughed at, slapped, spit on, humiliated, beaten beyond recognition, and then crucified.  As the Son of God he should have been a bit miffed.  But, on the cross while slowly suffocating to death He prayed, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”  (Luke 23:34)  Please do yourself a big favor and forgive those who have trespassed against you.  You may not “feel” like it but that’s okay, because forgiveness from the heart is a conscience decision not a feeling.  We cannot go by our feelings.  I do not trust my feelings one bit.  They most always will lead me opposite to the way God wants me to go.  Forgiveness is not a feeling, but a choice that almost ways goes against what we want to do and always against our fleshly nature.  We must decide, yes, I will forgive. I will go to my brother or sister like the Romanian guard and say I am sorry.  In doing so, forgiveness will flow out like a well springing up within our soul.  And lastly, we must ask God to forgive us of our disobedience to His word and to the pride and selfishness that is the root of un-forgiveness.  Life’s too short and none of us are guaranteed tomorrow, “forgive and ye shall be forgiven.”  (Luke 6:37)  and who among us I ask, does not need forgiveness. God bless you and remember the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl.
POETRY CORNER:


DEEP UNTO DEEP

     (THE CALL)

  By John E. Stahl Jr. 

Deep in the secret parts of a being,

Is an inexorable ache untold.

Not satisfied by those things seen,

Nor heralding from the soul.

T'is not discerned by reasons of mind,

But is strictly a matter of heart.

To evasive and subtle for the human        kind, makes fools out of the smart.

What is this ache this hunger unfed,

With which we much contend?

Which calls and gnaws and goes unsaid,

Seeking withal a satisfied end.

T'is the call of deep unto deep,

As it were from ages gone by.

When mortal in the bosom divine did     steep, Imbued with the life from on high.

Alas this life did quickly wane,

As sin did rip and tear.

The fabric torn the life left bane,

Still the divine dost man yet bear.

In heart this image divine we wear,

T'is expression it's seeking to give.

Covered and marred with the earthly drear, Seeking its source that it might live.

The source that it seeks - the cross,

Energizing the image to grow.

Releasing to the top first dross,

Revealing beneath His image - I know.

This ache, this hunger, this call,

That beats in our breast day and nite,

Is sated and answered to all,

In the power of His glorious mite.

DEAR FRIENDS:

Work on book two, “Wandering in the Wilderness: The European Years,” (the second of a three book series) has come to a crawl, but that is okay with me. Brethren we must prioritise our time wisely, correct order in our lives at the right time must be maintained or we will get things ahead of what God wants. The order for ministry is God, family, ministry. If we get this wrong we will experience great loss in our effectiveness and ability, in God by His Spirit, to minister.  True ministry is always by His Spirit and His ability, if not then it is by our spirit and ability which can do nothing to change man and meet man’s great need for God.  Oh we may still go and preach to 100s of 1000s, but it will be out from our ability to make thing happen.  It is an empty and scary feeling to look into the faces of people who expect to hear sometime that will change their lives in some way and know within your self you do not have what they need.  I cannot tell you how much I appreciate it when God’s Spirit takes over and begins to flow out of me to the people. It is hard to explain. I change. I become empowered with thought, strength, and purpose to what God wants to say no matter what I want to say, it rushes out of me, faster and faster as I go.  My words take on a power and ability to change minds and thinking.  They are different they radiate life and not death. It is not me that speaketh, but God who speaketh through me. In August while ministering in Czech Republic I was amazed to see the manifestation of God’s Spirit in an unusual way in many. While I was teaching many people would just start shaking as I walked by them.  I thought this may be a church thing, but when I learned many people attending the services were from other churches I knew it was a God thing.  What a wonderful thought to be shaken by the word of God.  Oh that we all would be shaken by God’s word.  I see now a little clearer and understand Jesus better when in John 5:19 He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do . . .“ And in John 5:30 He said, “I can of Myself do nothing . . .” The word “nothing” in both verses, from the Greek, is translated dunamis or power, strength, or ability.  It is from where we did the word dynamite.  Jesus was staying I have no power, strength, or ability except for what the Father gives Me. I in Myself can do “nothing,” except for what the Father tells me to do.  Jesus was always obedient to the Father, this was the secret of His power, strength, and ability. I too have no power to make people shake, but God does.        

As I mentioned last month God added many new countries for 2005, but to make these times of ministry become reality God and I will need greater financial support from many. If you have supported me over these many years with a grateful heart I thank you very much.  I know my words can only go so far, but I also know as you have been faithful to me, God has been faithful you. If you have enjoyed BHG please consider taking the next step in commitment to what God has called me to, by monthly providing whatsoever God has put upon your heart.  I know He has.         

      Karen “my sweetheart” and our children are doing great and send their love.  Dave my oldest son went back to college, Eastern Carolina University, how I miss him, but this too is God’s will.  God’s will often times can make us feel really sad.  Let us always be open and endure God’s will for our lives.   

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastors Yanko and Niki  and the church.  

2.
In Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, the Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.     

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, their Bible School, Christ for Romania.   

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in the north of Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of: “God Still Performs Miracles Today:  A Book of Person Encouragement.”    

8.  
Pastor George Stone and “The Christian Voice” out of KTV Studio, Kinston, NC.
9.  
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey.

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


 December:   Suceava and Iasi, Romania with Pastor Nicu. And projected to Silistra, Bulgaria with Pastors Yanko and Niki. 


January:  Open


February:  Open  

I am still available to share what God has given me at churches and/or home groups.  Also, if God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  


God told Abram,  “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
If you know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Also if you would like to contribute to this ministry please feel free to contact me with the above information. Costs ever increase. 

PLEASE look within your abilities to begin supporting or to increase your support to cover these costs. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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