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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7
tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory more and more we will become like Him. As we “beholding in a glass the glory of the Lord” we will be changed. Paul was saying, as we understand what we see of God we will become that glory.  A man cannot have what He has not received.  How can I give your $500 if you do not put out your hand and receive it?  And how can a man give what he does not have?  So many Christians today are trying to give others things they do not have.  As I travel around the world and as I would watch a Christian TV program I see this happening.  Most if not all Christian TV programming is the message of prosperity doctrines. Give me $10 and God will give you $100.  Plant money into my ministry and you will get a harvest from God.  The more you plant the more you get. Well God does not operate that way. Now God does use the spiritual principle of seed time and harvest, but we plant into ministries and lives not to get something from God for ourselves, but we invest into ministries and lives so that others may receive, so that God’s kingdom will be established in many hearts and lives. One of Jesus’ greatest qualities is He cared for people.  The prosperity crowd teach selfish and self-centered doctrines that are only concerned about “self” being enriched. It’s a “me first” focused message, what can I get from God, that targets and manipulates the greed of man’s heart.  Brethren please open your eyes.  The only people that are prospering are the preachers and teachers who ask you for the money.  It may look and sound Godly, but it is death for all who are deceived. The preachers and teachers of these evil doctrines are of the same spirit of the Church in Corinth of which Paul said (1 Corinthians 11:17) they gathered together for the worst then the better.  They are of the same heart condition and motives of those Christians at Corinth who, “When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper.  21For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.”  (1 Corinthians 11:20-21)  They came together not to receive from God, but to get for themselves what they could.  They were not concerned about their brothers and sisters, like the prosperity preachers and teachers of today, oh no they were only concerned with getting their own while acting like they cared.  Brethren this should not be. This is not God’s arrangement for us.  We are to wait and make sure our brothers and sisters are cared for before we get ours.  This getting me first thinking is not of God.  And, when God gives us things we are to freely give a portion of them away. God never gives dead ended, He expects us to give a portion freely away. “God so loved the world He gave.”  Giving is at the heart of the gospel. This my friend is the heart of the Father, giving from a heart filled with love. And friend how we give reflects the amount of work God has been allowed to do in our lives.  

For us to be able to give like the Father, we must be able to think like Him.  Remember, a man cannot give what he has not received.  We must allow God to work in our lives and heart so we receive His thoughts to know what He wants in situations and lives.   This ability to think like God is critical to our spiritual growth and development.  We cannot think like the world day in and day out then go to church and  expect to understand the heart of God. This does not happen.  Our eyes of understanding will be dimmed and darkened.  The “glass” or mirror will be foggy and unclear.  We will only be able to be changed to the degree we can clearly see into the depths of the mirror of God’s glory.  This will require us to change our thinking and thought process to the way God thinks.  Wow, Godly thinking! Is this not the way we are to think, like God?  And as we change our thinking, what we see, what we understand of God’s glory we will become that. We will have the ability to take within us the glory of God we behold.  Now not all of God’s glory, but only the glory we can take within our understanding.  And as we are changed we become more like Him, more like His character and nature, more like His image.  Brethren we must change the way we think.  We must allow God to break us from this worldly thinking.  This is our choice.  We must desire to draw near God. It seems to me the more I have a desire to draw nearer to God the happier God seems to be and the more God desires to draw nearer to me (James 4:8).   Let us change our thinking so we will be able to draw nearer to God.  More next month on this most critical topic.   

ARTICLE REVIEW:

      Sow the Good Seed

          Jesus in the Gospel of Luke shares these words, “A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 6And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 7And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 8And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold.” (Luke 8:5-8)  Here Jesus is teaching the disciples and us today a very important divine spiritual principle through physical methods; seed after seed. Please notice the seed was the sower’s, not God’s.  But where did the sower get the seed?  The answer to this question my friend will cost you. It was the seed the sower allowed God to produce in him.

God has ordained through His sovereignty that seed should remain, produce fruit, and produce the same seed that was sown.  The type of seed does not determine the quantity of fruit, because a seed always produces more of it’s self.  For example an apple seed does not produce more fruit then an orange seed, thus fruitfulness is dependent on the type and quality of the seed. One cannot sow a wheat seed and a corn stalk yield forth.  If anything grows from that seed, it must be a blade of wheat with many seeds.  So too in our lives, whatever seed that is sown in our minds and hearts will remain, produce fruit, and produce the same seed that was sown. Whatever we allow to be sown in our lives, will grow.  Please understand we not God determines what is sown in our minds and hearts. The sowing and growth of the seed is up to us, but the production of fruit from the seed is according to God’s sovereignty.  Brethren, we must be careful, what we allow to be sown in us. Do we allow seed from worldly thinking and ways to be sown in us?  Or do we allow the word of God to be sown in us?  One or the other will be sown in us.  The choice is ours, not God’s.  God’s intention is for us to allow Him to sow His ways and words in our minds and hearts, but He will not choose the seed for us.  God expects us to have the where-with-all within us to choose those things that are true, whole, and righteous.  Those things that are holy, pure and not the unholy, defiled things.    

Now, it is amazing to me that Jesus never talked about the quality of the seed.  Here in the parable of the sower Jesus talked about the quantity of fruit produced and the quality of the ground, but He did not talk about the quality of the seed.  We do know what the seed is; “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.”  (Luke 8:11)  Jesus was talking about the words of God.  Please understand Jesus was not talking about the Bible, because the Bible at this time had not yet been written.  At this time, Jesus was not even talking about the Gospel, (the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)), because He had not yet died. Jesus was talking about the words God speaks to us.  Words like He spoke, from His Father, during the Sermon on the Mount. Such words as; “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”  (Matthew 5:7-8)   And, all of the other words He spoke as He walked on the earth touching hearts and healing lives.  It is God’s words we are to be sowing into our lives and in the lives of others. Jesus did not need to mention the quality of the seed, because the seed had not yet been infected with man’s sickly desires and intentions.  At this time the seed was pure and the ground was soft and fertile from the Roman domination of the land and a very difficult life of lack and poverty.  The seed had not yet been infected like today.  Infected by being mixed with teachings from psychiatry and philosophy. Infected with psychoanalysis and psychological methods. Infected by psychedelic (causing one to have strange feelings, to see and hear things that are not true, and to have mistaken notions) evangelists, preachers, and teachers, using techniques and ways to influence and manipulate people.  Most preaching and teaching today is not the words of God, it is human reasoning and self-justification. Most evangelists, preachers, and teachers speak from their self-help book that they have written, or from another man’s words.  God does not want to help our “self” He wants to kill it in us.  Most preaching and teaching today cause people to stand to their feet and shake their heads as they wave their hands in the air. They bob their heads to and fro, while strutting the latest fashions in self-confidence to attract attention.  When will we learn modesty, simplicity, and a balance in what to wear and how to behave in God’s house?  Other Christians are just the opposite. They get all dressed up to go out and eat or enjoy the evening, but see nothing wrong with wearing flip-flops, shorts, and a Hawaiian shirt to the house of God.  Yes, God does look at the heart, but where is the respect and honor that is due God? It does matter who your teacher is. This is nothing more then presumption; thinking they are doing right, but in reality doing wrong. Nothing more then wanting their own will and way to be done. You know it is sad not knowing you are wrong, but it is sadder not knowing you do not know you are wrong.  Presumption and self-strength always goes upward never down in a low and humble place where Christ is. When the real words of God is delivered it reveals our lack, our selfishness, and brings us to our knees. It devastates our self-strength and will, we will not feel like standing to our feet to show off our self.  Oh no, we like Paul will said, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.”  (Romans 7:18)  We will be silent, because we will begin to develop an ability to know and comprehend the fullness of God. “May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.”  (Ephesians 3:18-19)  We will begin to know the “love of Christ.” We will be able to know; “breadth, and length, and depth, and height” the dimensions of God.  We will begin to learn just how far down we must go to meet God.  Remember, the way up is down.  Deep in God is down, not up.

Brethren we must sow the words of God in us and others.  We must allow the words of God to produce more and more, seed after seed in us so we will have Godly fruit to feed others.  It seems we so focus on the production of the seed, while not giving much heed to the quality of seed being sown in us.  Sadly, many Christians count on (because of wrong teaching) God changing the bad seed we have sown in our minds and hearts to good seed.  Well guess what, God does not work this way.  Whatever we sow grows, this is a divine spiritual principle.  And bad seed produces bad fruit. Seed that is sickly and rotten will not produce healthy fruit. Let us not  focus on the production, but let us focus on the quality seed of  God sown in us.  You know, I would rather have 30 fold of good seed then 100 fold of bad seed, and so does God.  

In Luke 8:8, the fruit produced was not money or things, but more of like seed.  I wonder why so many evangelists, preachers, and teachers twist this verse to get money out of people.  For money, as a seed, to produce God’s intentions it must be sown with gladness and in the right heart condition.  It has nothing to do with the quantity given, but the quality given.  In clarity the word, “hundredfold” (Strong’s #1542), has nothing to do with production, but process. It comes from the root word and a presumed derivative through Strong’s #4111, to Strong’s #4421: to form, mould (something from clay, wax, etc.), used of a potter.   A production or harvest of seed that is produced in us, that is able to be formed and used by the potter.  Brethren we will be able to produce this type of seed when we have a desire to produce quality seed, seed that is after God.  Seed that is seed after the seed of God.  Let us sow the good seed.   Written by David Stahl    
THOUGHTS FROM KAREN:

               Have a Nice Day

Paul shares with the Churches in Galatia this very critical truth, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 10As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”  (Galatians 6:9-10)

As my sister-in-law and I were exiting a store she commented on my departing remarks to the cashier “to have a nice day.” She wondered and asked if my kind words of encouragement to the cashier was because I live in the South and the South is known for their hospitality. Actually I look at it this way, Christians regardless of where they come from or where they live should always be polite and quick to say nice and encouraging remarks to everyone in the world especially to our Christian Brothers and Sisters, but sadly and too often this is not the case.  “Please, thank you, excuse me, I appreciate it, have a nice day,” and so much more should be a part of our daily vocabulary and should be freely given to those around us, freely given to our family and friends, and especially our Christian Brothers and Sisters. Jesus taught us this when He said, “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.”  (Matthew 15:18)  In others words, whatever we really are as a person and Christian will be seen by the words that come our mouth.  To find out what type of person you are, what you like or dislike all I have to do is just let you talk.  One never knows what opportunity may arise to share the gospel with somebody just by being a little thoughtful of our words.  Remember your life may be the only Bible some people will read. Real Christianity is in the everyday mundane things that go on in our daily lives.  Being on our best behavior only when we go to church or only when the pastor comes over for dinner should be a red flag getting our attention that God has much more work to do in our lives.  We are always to be on our best behavior.  Or perhaps the reverse is true, maybe we act spiritual and are nice and kind for others and save our wrath, spite, anger, and meanness for our family that God gave us.  Friends it’s a long, hard, and dust-filled road to be like Jesus, which is God’s goal in our lives.  He is not trying to make us rich, popular, or beautiful. Oh no friend, God is doing all He can to conform us into the image (icon) of His dear sweet Son Jesus Christ.  Let us allow God to so work in our lives that we become the icon of our savior.  Let us live before God and man keeping our words, encouraging all people, especially our Christian Brothers and Sister.  Let us desire to become the example Paul encouraged Timothy to become, “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”  (1 Timothy 4:12)  Remember, the best is yet to come.  Written by Karen Stahl.
POETRY CORNER:


I have included two poems from my big brother John.   He has always been there for me as a mentor in the Lord and one full of wisdom and Godly advice.  To give you some depth of understanding about these poems I would like to shared with you some words John wrote to me on 12 September 1992 about these and other poems I will feature in the future. “They are fragmentary pieces of the whole vessel of truth picked-up along my limited sojourn.  They are shades, types, manna, and mixtures of profundity and simplicity.  A touch of the celestial and prosaic, at other points lofty views of the ethereal and eternal. Yet many phrases are written in part for the reader to make it whole. They were not written to be reviewed or critiqued yet I am sure they will be. They were written to express from my heart the character and realities of God. Their fundamental  purpose is to exhort, edify and encourage, lifting up the Lord so that hungry hearts might be drawn unto Him.”  I too wish they would minister to your spirit and touch your heart  transforming your thoughts until you too can see like God.

               HIS WORD

  By John E. Stahl Jr.

He spoke His word to me today,

His one desire that I'd obey.

He said, "I know it cuts you deep,

And that the truth shall make you weep."

But if you do as I command,

And pay the price that is at hand.

Each relationship shall be,

Correct, fulfilled from now,

Thru out all eternity.

     THE CROSS

            By John E. Stahl Jr.

He who scorns the cross,

Upon which he should hang.

Shall one day bear the dross,

Assayed of hell's consuming flame.

So embrace the cross its cruel pain,

Its reproach and shame enfold.

To purge the dross that dost remain,

Bringing forth from thy life - pure gold.
DEAR FRIENDS:


Work on book two, “Wandering in the Wilderness: The European Years,” (the second of a three book series) as I find time.  I can see slow and steady wins the race in God and writing.   


This edition begins volume three and a new year for Beholding His Glory.  I am very grateful to you who support my ministry with your prayers and finances. Prayer is most important.  Never grow weary in that department.  The fiancés keep body and soul together and send me along the miles I must travel.  Why does God love those of you who cheerfully give to me and the work God has called me too?  We cannot know the complete answer to that question. Giving affects so many different aspects, that we cannot see the whole big picture. But, cheerful giving is a manifestation of an inner quality of the giver.  Actually, it is the only giving God wants.  In Exodus 25:2 we see that God refused to accept from grudging givers, “Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.”  God is after your heart.  Give that, and He has everything else.     

There are three things in which I desire from the Lord.  My daily prayer is for ears that hear, a heart that obeys, and eyes that see. Keep that order.  Pray that your heavenly Father gives you hearing ears first.  If you are going to have an obedient heart, you will have to know what you are to be obeying.  Seeing eyes will come only after the heart is made obedient.  And God and you are able to bring it to pass.  
 
      Karen “my sweetheart” and our children are doing great and send their love.   

NEEDS NOT WANTS:


Did you know good advice is good only if it’s good for you, received,  and acted upon promptly. There are many Christians today whom have received good advice from many (both Christian and non-Christian) and have not acted upon it. God Himself has spoken to many Christians giving them good advice, but sadly they ignore Him and those whom God would choose to speak through. This my friend is a very foolish thing to do. We must be aware when God speaks to us and not look at who is delivering the words.  We must have our heart open and soft before Him, but we know this will cost us something. Yesterday, Kay Bennett gave me some real good advice with regards to putting back this section in Beholding His Glory.  Thank you Kay for your challenging words and soft heart condition.

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastors Yanko and Niki  and the church.  

2.
In Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, he Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.     

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, their Bible School, Christ for Romania.   

4.
Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in the north of Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of: “God Still Performs Miracles Today:  A Book of Person Encouragement.”    

8.  
Pastor George Stone and “The Christian Voice” out of KTV Studio, Kinston, NC.
9.  
Pastor Metin Mintaz and the members of Uskudar Son Buyruk Kilisesi in Istanbul, Turkey. 

FUTURE SCHEDULE:


 October:  Open

 
 November:  Open

           December:   Suceava and Iasi, Romania with Pastor Nicu. And projected to Silistra, Bulgaria with Pastors Yanko and Niki.   

I still feel God is still speaking to open up ministry to local churches, home groups, and to enlarge my newsletter audience within the United States. In April God made provision for me to share on a local Kinston TV program and I am believing God will take this opportunity to widen Beholding His Glory’s exposure within North Carolina and the States.  I am still available to come and share what God has given me.  Also, if God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  


God told Abram,  “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

dstahl@ec.rr.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
If you know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Also if you would like to contribute to this ministry please feel free to contact me with the above information. Costs ever increase. PLEASE look within your abilities to begin supporting or to increase your support to cover these costs. The cost is great, but the cost for not supporting is even greater. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.
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