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          ”But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. “ (2 Corinthians 3:18)ADVANCE \d 7
THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION:tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"ADVANCE \d 7
tc "THOUGHTS FOR CONSIDERATION\:"Greetings again my Brethren.  As we behold His glory our understanding also is changed.  God would so desire to work in our thinking, in our hearts and lives to the point we begin to think like Him, we begin to act like Him, to such a degree we begin to love like Him.  For this to happen we must be able to comprehend (Ephesians 3:17-19) our need for God to change us from the present glory where we are now to the next level of glory God desires to move us to.  God’s intention towards us is always for spiritual growth and development in our lives.  But, this my Brethren is a long and very painful process.  Do not deceive yourself.  I think today many Christians often miss out on God’s best for their lives because they refuse to walk in a simplistic reality of  how God operates and functions in our lives.  God wants our relationship to be personal. We want to make our relationship more spiritual thinking we can shorten the time and ease the development process, well God changes not.  He has a method in which to conform us, to “make” us into the image of His dear Son, Jesus Christ.  It was the same method He used to glorify His Son.  And, it will be the same method God will use to glorify us.   “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 9And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”  (Hebrews 5:8-9)  Jesus “became the author of eternal salvation.”  Jesus,  “learned he obedience by the things which he suffered.” In Philippians we read, “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  (Philippians 2:7-8) Brethren Jesus, “made of himself of no reputation.” Jesus, “took upon him the form of a servant.” Jesus “humbled Himself and became obedient unto death.” And, is the servant greater then the Master?      These wonderful verses teach us there is a process we must endure to be able to be glorified and exalted like Jesus was.  This process is given to us by God almighty. Many Christians refuse to believe this and blame everyone and everything, even Satan for their problems, but if you ask Brother Paul he would quickly tell you other wise. (2 Corinthians 12:7-9) God loves us so and knows just how to teach us His divine spiritual truths, to discipline and correct us.  God knows just how to reward, edify, fortify, and build us up to where we like Paul will be able to say, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  (2 Corinthians 12:10)
As we behold His glory we will be able to daily endure the cross before us, the cross God has prepared for us.  As we behold His glory we will be able to endure God’s dealings and judgments to where we will understand His purpose, plan, and what it will take from us to reach His intentions for our lives. Unless we are strengthened inwardly by God we will look through the eyes of our understanding. In a time of reflection David asked this question.     “Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?”  (Psalm 24:3)  Then answered it. “He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.  5He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.” (Psalms 24:4-5)  Where did the answer come from?  It came from the many times David allowed God to clean his dirty hands.  It came from David allowing God to purify his evil heart from ungodly ambitions, desires, and intentions.  It came by each and every time David allowed God to reveal his words of deceit and lies.  The word,   “righteousness” in verse five, from the Greek, is translated as justice, truthfulness, and justification in a relationship.  When we behold His glory we will be able to enter into a relationship that will enable us to “ascend into the hill of the LORD” and  “stand in his holy place.”    
ARTICLE REVIEW:

God’s Deliverance through                         Development 

Our wondrous walk with God must be filled with day-to-day practical experiences that reveal the nature and character of God to us.  Jesus tells us in John, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24), but too many Christians today worship God only in spirit and not in truth.  Many Christians get over into a hyper-spiritualism and ignore the truth of God.  They think they are growing in the grace and knowledge of God, moving in God’s power and authority, but in reality they are fooling themselves.  They try to satisfy their need to know God by approaching God through made up rituals, wrong thinking and teaching, and religious patterns of worship that exclude the presence of God in their lives.  How do we worship God in truth?  By being honest with our feelings and always doing that which is right before God and man.  Our spiritual growth is measured by how we handle truth, not by how long we can speak in tongues, how good we sing in the choir, or how much money we give the church.

In the same manner of thinking most Christians today like to recite; “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  (Matthew 6:33)  Now, Christians do a really good job seeking or desiring God’s kingdom, why?  Because they can see value in God’s kingdom, they can make lots of money and control people and situations, but the verse says, “and his righteousness.” Sadly most Christians do not see any value in the righteousness of God.  Because, seeking God’s righteousness will kill your self-life and the desires of what you want to do. You will have to fall into the ground and die (John 12:24).     I saw a book a few days ago from a well known lady (who was the co-host with her husband and owners of the Praise the Lord (PTL) Club) called  I will Survive well, God wants us to die, not survive.  He knows if we willfully die to our selfish desire and carnal ways He can use us for His glory. Those seeking only God’s kingdom are very dangerous to the Body of Christ.    
In Matthew we read another example of this miss application of thinking one is moving with God, but was not.  “And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.  31And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” (Matthew 14:28-31)  Now please do not get mad at me I am not picking on Brother Peter, but why did Peter get out of the boat?  Why did Peter leave the place of provision and safety God provided for him?  Why did Peter want to test Jesus?  Why did Peter say, “if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water?”  I cannot begin to recall all of the messages I have heard about Peter walking on the water. Many Christians think Peter was correctly moving in God, well he was not.  Even when Jesus told Peter to “come” out on the water.  You know, God is good at getting us out on the limb and then cutting it off to see what we will say, to show us our heart and understanding.  God does not play fair, He will do all that He can to kill our self-life.  Many evangelists, preachers, and teachers churn this story in ways to whip up some hyper-spiritual faith, but in reality Jesus had to deliver Peter from his desire to do something supernatural and from his ‘little faith’ and “doubt” because God had a plan for Peter.    

Almost as bad is Jacob wrestling with an Angel.  Why would you want to wrestle with an Angel?  After wrestling all night, Jacob was rewarded with two things.  One, his name was changed to Israel.  And two, he walked with a limp all the days of his life. “And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.”  (Genesis 32:28)  I wonder what the Angel would have given Jacob if he had not wrestled with him?  Jacob was going to be blessed as promised to Abraham and Isaacs, if he would of only believed the word spoken previously to him.  Brethren, do not wrestle with God submit in obedience to His word and receive His best for your life.  But, still many evangelists, preachers, and teachers in the church spin this story to say we have to wrestle with God to get things from Him.  Wrestle in prayer all night to get a word from Him.  Well, this kind of thinking and teaching does not make Biblical sense.  How can we wrestle with God to get things from Him?  God gives His children good things.  God rewards His faithful and obedient servants with His things. Brethren our walk with the Lord must be a life of walking in the practical realm as we also experience Him  “by the Spirit of God” (or spiritually) in all “truth” and “righteousness.”  This is done through God’s dealings and judgments in our lives.  We can spin the Biblical stories to make up hyper-spiritual beliefs, customs and practices, but the message of the Bible is still the message of the cross, death to our self-life and ways, there is no other message, it was Jesus’ life.  And that message must be brought down into our daily lives to the smallest area.  And we must learn them through daily lessons in our lives that develop us, and not deliver us.  The biggest cry I hear from most Christians today is not for more of God, but for God to deliver them from hard situations and circumstances in their lives.  Message after message, all I hear is God has a miracle for you. Today is your day for a miracle. Your miracle is on the way just give me some money or buy my anointed spring water, well God does not operate that way.   No where in the Bible did God deliver any one and He is not going to start now.  God is not going to change the way He operates, no matter how hard we pray or fast.  God changes not.  We all must line up in all of God’s “truth” and “righteousness” and be developed so that He can use us.  I shared this truth with my son Daniel who is in the U.S. Air Force and married to Sarah living in Geiselberg, Germany. 

When I was in the U.S. Navy (USN) I would have a physical readiness test which consisted of:  a sit reach measurement, curl-ups, and a 1.5 mile run.  I could do all of these no problem, but what I had problems with was my body fat measurement and weight.  See I was really over weight while I was in the USN.  But twice every year God would make ways for me to where I would not have to face the scales and the tape measure. I thought God was supernaturally covering my disobedience of not complying with the Navy’s standards.  It was amazing, something would come up and I would not have to weigh in.  But now I see God was giving me more time and grace to lose the weight and get within the standards.  Sin is to know right, but do wrong.  I knew to do right by disciplining myself to lose the weight, but I did not.  It was amazing, my weight never was a problem, nor was it the reason I retired.  But, God had to deliver me so that His purpose (Beholding His Glory and my church Christliche Gemeinde Stuttgart) and plan for my life could come to pass.  But in my deliverance I failed.  If God has to deliver you, do not think you have succeeded.  Oh no, you have failed.  God knows His plan for your life is in jeopardy of being lost so He must save or deliver you to keep His word for your life.  So too I lost whatever God had for me and my family in my disobedience to His “truth” and “righteousness.”    

God will not use one He has to keep delivering again and again, they forfeit their usefulness to God because they refuse to grow and mature in Him. Brethren let us purpose in our hearts to be developed and not delivered.  Let us endure the dealings and judgments of God in our lives.  Let us allow God to so work in our lives to where He can teach and open to us His nature and character though practical experiences of deep understanding. Brethren, if we are going to be delivered, let it be through development just like Joseph, Daniel, Job, and yes like Jesus all delivered through being developed by God.    Written by David Stahl.  

CURRENT NEWS:


Work on book two, “Wandering in the Wilderness: The European Years,” (the second of a three book series) has picked up again.  It is wonderful to be able to look back and testify by writing down the great faithfulness of God to me and my family.  Always remember, there is no defeat in God for those who are in Christ. For those who are walking according to the Spirit and not the flesh.  Too many Christians walk according to their fleshly carnal ways and expect God to be faithful to them. Too many Christians lie, “I will call you back and do not.  I will come over tonight and do not.  Brethren, God does not operate and function like that.  God is to us what we are to Him.  If you need something from God today then you must be faithful to follow His words.  Words like, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;”  (Matthew 5:44) But, how can we love our enemies? We must give God permission to so work in our heart and thinking to the point where we will able to receive the rewards contained in,   “That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:” God’s rewards only His obedient children with His best, all others are rewarded with less.  


I have a written list of things God has done for me and my family, a Victory List.  I do not pull it out when I am sad, discouraged, or when I think I have lost my faith, but I have it ever before my physical eyes and the eyes of my heart. A visual tangible list of God’s faithfulness, grace, and mercy to me and my family.  I am sure if you try you too can make such a list.    


Karen “my sweetheart” and our children (near the top of my Victory List) are doing great and send their love.  I am so blessed with the very best wife and family in the world.

 FUTURE SCHEDULE:


  May:    Open


  June: Germany, Poland, and Czech Republic (projected)  


  July:     Open

I feel God is still speaking to open up ministry to local churches, home groups, and to enlarge my newsletter audience within the United States. I am still available to come and share what God has given me.  Also, if God moves on your heart to bless the ministries I visit and share God’s love I would be honored to make it possible for God and you.  

NEEDS NOT WANTS:

1.
In Silistra, Bulgaria Pastors Yanko and Niki  and the church.  

2.
In Constanta, Romania Pastor Ritisan, he Lighthouse Church, and    their Mission Bible School.     

3.
In Suceava, Romania Pastors Nicu and Marcel at St. Andrews Church, their Bible School, Christ for Romania, and a building program for their summer children and teen camps.   

4.
My special friend Pastor Joseph Mutua in Nairobi, Kenya needs your prayer and financial support.

5.
Pastor Mike Olufemi in the north of Nigeria.  He needs your prayers and support to be a light in great darkness.  

6.
Pastor S. J. Peter, Founder of DAWN Ministries and Pastor Wilson and his son Pastor Julian both near Hyderabad, India.         

7.
Financial support for the printing of: “God Still Performs Miracles Today:  A Book of Person Encouragement.”    

God told Abram,  “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” (Genesis 12:3)  If you want a blessing, then bless someone Remember, God is to you what you are to God.     

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Address:  

David and Karen Stahl 

141 Coke Place

Jacksonville, NC  28546

Phone: 

Home:    (910) 346-1739

Mobile:  (910) 273-5712

FAX:     (910) 346-1739

Email:

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ mtnebo@hotmail.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ 
If you know someone who would enjoy receiving this newsletter or if you receive this newsletter and do not wish to please let me know.  Also if you would like to contribute to this ministry please feel free to contact me with the above information. And remember, all donations are tax deductible.

PAGE  
1
                                                                                                   2


